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DEDICATION.

To the widows and orphans of our gallant dead whose homes

were desolated hy the ruthless hand of war, and whose dear ones

gave their lives for their country, this Record is affectionately

inscribed, with the hope that memories of their soldier-dead may

ever incite to nobler lives and to greater love of God and Home

and Native Land.

" Nor shall their glory be forgot

While fame her record keeps,

Or honor points the hallowed spot

Where valor proudly sleeps."





COMMITTEE'S PREFACE.

While the achievements of the Federal Array and Navy during

the Civil War are recorded alike in the official papers on file at

Washington, and in more glowing terms in the pages of countless

national and state histories, there still remains unwritten much
that is worthy of record in the personal and collective history of

regimental organizations. That these should have a place among
the chronicles of the grandest war the world has ever seen, it is

hardly necessary to say.

The survivors of the Twenty-First Regiment of Connecticut

Volunteer Infantry, proud of their record and achievements during

three years of active service, feel that it is due to their children

and those who may come after them, that their experiences in

camp, in bivouac and on the field of battle should be more fully

recorded than has yet been done. It was for this reason that at

a meeting of the Regimental Association the following named
committee was appointed to prepare for publication such material

as might prove available :

Captain W. S. Hubbell,

Captain D. D. Brown,

Captain A. M. Crane.

While the committee was well avv^are of the importance of the

^\'ork intrusted to it, its members did not anticipnte the unavoid-
able delays thai have intervened nor the obstacles that have proved
almost insurmountable in gathering the facts and incidents essen-





tial to a fairly complete record of more than three eventful years.

They were also greatly hampered by tlie fact that almost the whole
work had to be accomplished through correspondence by mail.

One member of the committee lives in New York, another in

Massachusetts, while only one of them resides in the parent State
of Connecticut. They could not often meet to compare notes,
and in fact it has never been possible to secure a regular meeting
of the full committee. How much more difficult, then, must it

have been to collect material from the rank and file of the
regiment, scattered as it was throughout the state and largely

throughout the Union?
Inexorable Time is chargeable with many of the apparent delays,

and the procrastination common to our fallen nature may be held
responsible for the rest. Details and incidents fade and become
indistinct as the events with which they are identified recede into
a remoter past. Delays that are really unavoidable for reasons
that seem good and sufiticient to the committee, appear inexcusable
jn the eyes of comrades to whom the conditions are unfamiliar and
who look only to the desired reality of having the volume in

hand.

Such meagre data came in response to repeated appeals that

the completion of the task has seemed at times almost hopeless.

Undertaken as a labor of love, the work has proved far more
exacting than was anticipated and has been full of discouragements
which only those engaged in its fulfillment can appreciate.

The committee has endeavored to make the book, so far as

possible, strictly a regimental history, not a general criticism on
the conduct of the war. Irrelevant matter has been largely

excluded and references to other regiments and organizations have
been usually made only when the situation could not otherwise be
clearly set forth.

In the preparation of this volume no com[)lete personal journals

or diaries were available. 'I'he committee has been unable to learn

that any such were kept from day to day during the progress of
the war. Private letters and individual reminiscences have to

some extent been secured and much has been gleaned from the

records of the State Adjutant t.cncui's Ollice and from other

official sources.





Every effort has been made to verify important statements by

trustworthy authority or from personal evidence, and it is believed

that the result is a fairly accurate and reasonably complete narra-

tive of the Regimental History.

It is not claimed that the regiment merits more than its fair

share of the glory due from battles in which it participated. The

committee has striven to be just and generous, but battalions, like

individuals, must needs see events from their own point of view,

and in personal narrative the narrator necessarily assumes a some-

what prominent place. If in the following pages the gallant deeds

of the whole Union army are not always specified in detail, the

fault must be ascribed to the conditions, not to any intentional

lack, of justice or generosity.

In the perusal of this volume the reader will doubtless find many
omissions and inaccuracies. Some comrade may not improbably

discover that after all his faithful and pcrha[)s distinguished service

his name is misspelled on the Roll of Honor, or perchance some

meritorious action whereof he is justly proud may have been

altogether overlooked. Such, alas ! is the fortune of those about

whom books are made, and upon the heads of those who make the

books maledictions invariably fall.

It lias been the aim of the committee to make this history a

rciord, so far as possible, of the private soldier who never wore on

his, sleeve so much as a corporal's chevron, but who bore his part

in the great conflict without expectation of material reward, and

with no reasonable prospect of promotion. Many, even of the

niust worthy, are nameless here. Their stories are either lost, or

exist as faint unrecorded memories, to be revived only at second

li:ind. It may well be that the friends of many noble men will

tecl aggrieved, in that certain gallant and self sacrificing deeds

luve been overlooked. Tiiey cannot regret this more than does

t'nc committee itself. Every conspicuous act of gallantry that has

'ome to light in complete form has been recorded. Deeds of

daring and devotion ennobled the lives of many men. The limi-

tations of book-making stand ever in the way of perfect attain-

niL-nt.





Especial acknov.-ledgnient is due to the following comrades :

George T. Meech,

Benijah E. Smith,

Henry B. Lawrence,
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Robert A. Cxray,

I
, J. Gideon Pahner,

Howard A. Camp.

Special thanks are also due to Major C. E. Dutton, of the U. S.

Ordnance Corps, for securing original maps of battle-fields from
the Engineer's Office at Washington, D. C, and to all those who
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and thereby helped to make the work a financial success.

The information derived through them has done much to lighten

the labors of the committee and has afforded encouragement
in many ways To all others who have in any way rendered

assistance most hearty thanks are extended.

Finally, this volume is sent forth, not without full consciousness

of its imperfections. It is offered with loyal greetings to all army
comrades, to their children who may treasure it for their sake,

and to the friends of the Regiment svho may rc:id the record of

those who went forth to battle thirty-eight years ago in the vigor

of youth and who now rest in soldiers' graves beneath the (lag for

which they so bravely fought.

W. S. Hum;i-i.L,\

A. M. Crane, ; Conimittee.
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INTRODUCTION

The transition from the quiet and peaceful life of the citizen to

that of the soldier was, to say the least, rather sudden. Very few

of the boys who hastened to don the blue had any knowledge of

the life and duties of a soldier. It was hardly to be expected that

they would at once be able to march in time with the music of

the Union, and in fact some few there were who never, during

all their service, mastered tlie mysteries of the cadenced step.

How well you all remember how patiently and diligently the

awkward squad was drilled in the school of the soldier, and how
hard it was to impart the idea of the touch of elbow and the

uniform step. " Left ! left ! left !
" in common, quick and double

time resounded across the parade ground from morning till night,

and the refrain was soon set to music and chanted when off duty

or lining up for rations.

" We left a good home

^^^len we left, left,

We left a good home when we left."

Few of us had any idea that we should be long in putting down
the rebellion, and we supposed that enlisting for three years, or

during the war, was only a matter of form, and that of course we
should quickly wipe the enemy off the fare of the earth, and should

be 1iack at b.ome again uitliin a year at most. And so we shut our

eyes to the three years' part of the contract and put all our trust

in the saving clause, " or during the war," and went gaily forth
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to those long and weary years of terrible strife. Fortunately we

cannot look into tlie fuiurc and do not know what is before us.

It was well that those dread, yet inspiring, three years of field

service were to us a sealed book, and tliat we gained our experi-

ence " on the installment plan." And what a fearful experience

it was, to men trained only in the industrial pursuits of peace, this

sudden induction into the very vortex of one of the most bloody

wars of thij centuries.

The wounded soldier who was returning home, torn and crippled

in one of the battles, excited the sympathy of some of the

passengers on the train, and one elderly gentleman, who took

quite an interest in his case, among other things remarked, " My
boy, you have had a terrible experience, haven't you. I suppose

you would not like to go through it again."

"Yes," said the soldier, '* I have li.id a terrible experience. I

wouldn't sell my experience for ont luindred thousand dollars,

and I would not go through it again for one hundred million."

And yet he had been getting thirteen dollars a month besides his

rations and experience. \Vho says the soldier was not well paid?

Tin's soldier was only " private soldier, the l;ighest type of thou-

sands of the noble men \\!io left good iiomes and families, to travel

up mountain sides, with lilistered feet, through morass and swamp,

through storm and tempest, through heat and cold, by day and

night, with bodies bruised and broken bv disease, with even his

•own will subjected to the will o( another—all for the sake of fight-

ing for the supremacy of law. and to die, if need be, for the dear

old flag, seeking and expecting no h.ouvirs and no title's save that

of being enrolled among the [patriotic defenders of his country.

Such was the Private Soldier—" the noblest R<Mnan of them all."

But a generation of men have come and gone since the days of the

Rebellion, and our conuades are steadily '..asMiig over the river.

It is indeed a loni; time sinrc ilie war. " Who knows better

than we know liow far away tlie war is. .\ third of a century has

brought tlie vouJii;e.-.t i-f its so;ib<;rs to middle life, and has placed

flags over nvst of tlirm, -uul n<-'.riy all tl:e great leaders have taken

rank in hi-lory ()> t>;<- ^i^' d ;r.Mv.--!on o! <hath. Millions who

had never seen our sin'tc.s wIhu tiic v,,,r cl.iw.'d, ntnv share with

us its heritage of pence. Its battles are legends in their





ears. Its songs confuse their tongues. But to them and their

posterity, as to us and ours, the widening promise of the victory

runs. They are joint heirs with us of men whose muskets held a

continent for free labor and gave to mankind a more perfect re-

public. They follow with us a flag woven of old memories and

new liberties, and will at last rest with us, and all our native gener-

ations, in a soil more truly American, since it was held to the uses

of freemen by the blood of nnny races. The battles of iS6i to

1S65 will outlast in story this generation and their descendants,

and will shine across whatever lapse of time like mountain peaks

aflame. And when the List dep3rting soldier of us all turns for a

last salute, be sure he will see, beyond the years of peace, through

all the mists of age, the flags of Appomattox and the face of Grant."





GO\'ERN <
~)R S OR D E R

.

The Twenty-First Connecticut \'olup.tefr Infantry was recruited

tinder General Orders No. 99, issued by Governor W. A. Bucking-

ham, on August 13, 1S62, prnvidini; that—"Seven regiments will

be organized from companies which, now compose the active

militia, and from those which may be organized under these orders

prior to the first day of September next."

Under this authorization, all the infantry regiments from tlie

Fifteenth to tiie Twenty-I-'irst ineli;sive, were raised and sent to the

front. The preceding call for troops had been made by Governor

Buckingham on May 22, iSO?, that— " vohmteers be enrolled

sufficient to organize a regiment to be dcbignaled t!ie Fourteenth

Regiment of Infantry." The regiments, subsequent to the

Twenty-First, were enlisted for nine months only.





Re'jii'icntal JjLcinii^'iS^s.

CH-i^iFTEI?. I.

REGliMENTAl. BEGINNINGS.

The Twenty-first Rei^nnicnt of Connecticut Volunteer

Infantr\- wwr, organized during a period of almost unparal-

leled military activity. The regiment left the state for the

.seat of war on September ii, 1862. On the same day the

1 wentieth Regiment of Volunteers left its camp in New
Haven for the same destination. During the three weeks
ending September 15th eight regiments of three years' men
left the state, to be followed by seven other regiments of nine

ni"nths' men before winter. All this was accomjilished in so

brief a period, though thirteen regiments had been raised and
.C(iuipj;ed since the spring of the preceding year. In a close

1^ >lilieal contest just before the war. the whole state polled

but H4.015 votes. Yet before the close of a four years' war
Cf.nnecticut had placed to her credit at Washington 48,181
^"Klicrs to serve for three years. Her enlistments were
equivalent to this lumiber of three years' men, the actual

luimbcr of indi\idua! enlistments being much larger.

Such was the zeal of the state in furnishing men that she
'-m ahead of her t[U(^ta and no a{)portionment was made to

5i>r on the last call of the President for 300,000 men. There
'•••Tc .)n!y t'nree st;ites in the Union that surpassed this

' "rd. and these were in the West, w here the [:iro[)ortion of

"len was relatively greater than in the East. Though there





Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Voiunted

was such a prodigality of numbers, there was no depreciation

in the quality. Out of 2,340- who responded to the first call

for three months' men, five hundred afterwards became com-
missioned officers in other re^nments. Of the early enlistments

of which the rank and file were composea, the Adjutant-

General of the state truly says :
" Connecticut has sent to the

war the flower of her younc^ men."

If we compare tliis period with those memorable years

following 1775 when General Putnam left his plow in the

furrow to hasten to the seat of war, we shall find greater

ardor now to preserve the country when assailed, than to

secure its independence at the first. In 1777, when the Con-
tinental Congress made an appeal for 80,000 men, it was met
on the part of the thirteen colonies by forwarding only 34,820
men for the Continental army. Says Protessor P^iske: "Had
the country put forth its strength in 1781 as it did in 1S64, an

army of 90,000 might have overwhelmed Clinton at the

North and Cornwallis at the South without asking any favor

of the French fleet. Pfad it put forth its full strength in 1777.

four years of active warfare might have been sj)ared."

That the people had no special taste or liking for military-

life is apparent from the fact that the militia system was so

completely out of gear in 1S61. that tlie State of Connecticut

had not a single regiment with which to meet the President's

first call for soldiers. Of the first comj)any of three months'

men, only one soldier had c\er seen active service—only two
had ever served in the state militia. One of the officers of the

Twenty-first states that in 1850, when a boy living near Hart-

ford, his lather allowed him the unprecedented favor of

absence from school in order to witness tlie last parade of

a local militia company before disbanding. With this privi-

lege of seeing ilie parade, the f;ither, who was a clergyman,

added the preiliction. " Wm will never see another military

parade in th.is re-i'm." Siirely tlii-^ \vas ,1 condition o{ affairs

truly wonderful, when a people, occupied with its peaceful





Regimental Beginiiuigs.

avocations, at a word drops its implements of industry to seize

iinfaniiliar weapons of war and to fight as a bear robbed of

her w helps.

To understand the cause of this great uprising in which the

'i'uenty-first Regiment had its origin, we must go back a little

in history to consider that period of intense moral earnestness

respecting the spread of slavery in our free territories. If you

stand on the bank of a river and ask for the origin of the

stream flowing at your feet, you are led back to remote

causes—to the rain and snow that fell months before—to the

earth that absorbed them—to the thousands of reservoirs

uhich collected the water to send it forth again in as many
hale rivulets. These uniting one with another combine to

form the river. So with the causes that led to the formation

»»f tile mighty army of volunteers that during the war hastened

to the conflct of a hundred battle-fields, singing as they went,

" We are coming, F'ather Abraham, three hundred thousand

strong."

Th.e people had been intelligent participators in the great

C'.ur.roversy between the North and the South respecting

slavery. The impassit)ned debates in Congress upon this

(jurstion had been read throughout the North and had there

awakened the same spirit on the part of the reader as had

ix.-cn manifested by the speaker. Village lyceums took up

these questions and in animated debate fought over again the

battles of Congress. The discussions attending the national

elections tended to define more clearly the points of contro-

\er.-;y at issue. Resolutions condemning slax'ery were passed

b>' religious bodies. Ministers preached against it. Three

thousand New England clerg)-men signed a petition to Con-

gress urging repressive legislation respecting slavery. The
question was discussed in village stores and at the home fire-

sides. Abolition speakers from the lecture platform por-

"ived its evils. Visitors t(^ the South returning, confirmed

the impressions already made respecting the evils of slax'ery.

The press opened its columns to the discussion of its pros and
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cons. In 1852 appeared that inimitable book, " Uncle Tom's

Cabin," of such marked type, that before the end of the year.

it was translated into nine f^uropean languages. It has been

dramatized in twenty forms and acted in every capital of

Europe and all the free states of America.

Thus for years the question was kept before the minds of

the people. It came to them as a great moral issue, theoreti-

cally wrong, practically injurious to tlic best interests of the

nation. Children absorbed these sentiments as they drew

their milk from their mothers' breasts. And so it came to

pass that the whole moral and social being of the free states

was largely imbued with the anti-slaver}- idea. It only

needed some sudden jar. some cpiaking of the earth, to cause

the pent up forces to break out in a thousand places all over

the North, uniting as do the rivulets to form the mighty

stream of living forces that swe[>t on, ov-ercoming all obsta-

cles, to Richmond and Appt^malto.x Court Mouse.

That shock came when the Southern guns were fired upon

Fort Sumter. The reverberation of those guns was heartl

and felt in the homes of twcnt}- million.^ ':^{ people. The |)ent

up forces could no longer be restrained. The South had

challenged to arms. On the instant the North accepted.

and marshalled lier forces for the conflict. Nearly every

vestige of s)-m};ath}- for the South was swept away or av.ed

Into silence. Ri\-als in business and politics became friends

and allies. Press and pulp'it united in urgmg on the conflict.

The great industries of the nation were turned aside from

their peaceful purpose and made to furnish munitions of war.

As soon think of silencing the earthquake by the feeble stamp

of your fiK)t as attem])l to suppress the spirit v{ war that soon

carried everything before it. lAer>' element of the social

body was moved, l-'roni all the professions and industries,

from ])reacb.ers. antl teacher^ and employers came cnily

words of <'ncoi:ra;;eni 'Ut li> .:n'i->t tor the war. while witlun

the more sacred circle <>f the launly. the ^•j:^<c(\ parents, the

faithful wife, the loving sweellieart, dared not say " no," but
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cheerfully consented to the giving up of their most precious

treasures as a sacrifice which they must make for the welfare

iif tiieir country.

With a spirit like this for the most part did the loyal people

meet the successive calls of the President for troo{)S. The

first call for 75,000 three months' men found the state totally

unprepared, busy in its peaceful industries. Upon his own

responsibility-, without special legislative authority, but trust-

ing to the people to ratify his course, the Governor of Con-

necticut called for one regiment of ten companies. Fifty

companies responded. By special appeal the government at

Washington accepted three in place of the one regiment

railed.

^

In response to the second call for five hundred thousand

three years' men, issued immediately after the battle of Bull

Run, Connecticut furnished her quota, sending the thirteenth

regiment to the seat y^'i war March 17, 1862. With this con-

tribution of troops, there was a veiy general expectancy on

the part of most [)eoplc that the war would soon be ended.

\W direction of the war department. April 3, 1862, recruiting

in the ]o\-al states was discontinued.

The following, from The Norwich Bulletin, July 3, may

in.iicate public sentiment: " We cannot help thinking that

iM-da\- we are seeing the 'beginning of the end—that the

Rebellion is approaching a final collapse. The Mississippi

is ()j)encd. the grand army o{ Corinth has skedaddled. Only

capture Richmond and the end comes." The Hon. J. T.

U'aite, in a public speech at Norwich in July, said :
" The

question is to be decided in the next six months, and, perhaps,

lii the next sixty days."

But the defeat of McClellan's army, an event un looked for

in the North, disabused the public mind of this illusion. On
June 28, tlic Governors of the loyal states, seventeen in

number, united in rcei'inmending the' Pre-^ident to call for

t'A*t hundred thousand additional men. " We believe," they

urged, " that the decisive moment is near at hand, and to that
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end the people of the United States are desirous to aid

promptly in furnishing- all reinforcements that you deem
necessary to sustain the go\-ernment. Tlie President re-

sponded early in July witn a call for three hundred tliou-

sand three years' men. A few weeks later the President

issued another call for a like number of nine months' men.

Upon the receipt of the first of tliese calls, which assig-ned

to Connecticut as her quota seven thousand one hundred and

forty-five men, our excellent Governor, on July i ith, issued

the following proclamation : Citizens of Connecticut : You are

again called upon to rally to the support of the government.

In the name of our common countr)-, I call upon you to

enroll your names for the immediate formation of six more
regiments. * * ^ * Close }'our manufactories and

workshops—turn aside from )-our farms and business—leave

for awhile your hmiilies and your homes—meet face to face

the enemies of your liberties. Haste, and you will rescue

many noble men now struggling against superior numbers,

and speedily secure the blessings of peace."

In response to this call, eight regiments of three years'

men were formed, of which the Twent\'-first was the last.

The time spent for filling the calls for the tliree years' and

also for the nine months' men was a period of great activit\-.

Special inducements were made to encourage enlistment. On
the part of the nation, the state, and the respective towns

came pledges (>f special bounties. July 2, the government

at Washington, in addition to previous inducements, offered a

bounty of one hundred dollars to each recruit. The State of

Connecticut promised fifty dollars at enlistment and thirty

dollars for each year of service, to be paid in three install-

ments of ten dollars each. To those having families, six dol-

lars per month was promised to the wife and two dollars for

each child, providing there were not more than two. Mc^re-

over, thi?re was hardly a town tliat fiilcd to vote liberal

bounties—gencrall}- one lunidred ilollars to each recruit.

These bounties, received by each enlisted man of the Twenty-
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first, were, before the close of the war, increased to six

luindred dollars, half paid by the (rovernment at Washing-

ton, half by the state, the towns withdrawing their offers.

In addition to these bour'.ies to encourage enlistments, the

Adjutant-General of Connecticut, July 14th, sent a special

appeal to the Selectmen of each of the towns, urging them

to call public meetings, and to use every effort to encourage

enlistments. An immense public meeting was held in Hart-

ford July loth, attended by three thousand people, the Gov-

ernor and Senator Dixon being present. The next night

another meeting was held at Norwich, addressed by promi-

nent speakers irrespective of party relations or religious

connections. Democratic leaders and Catholic priests stood

side by side with republican officials and Protestant clergy-

men. The following, from Governor Buckingham's speech,

may reilect the opinions and anxiet>' of those honored leaders,

uho did so much to carry the war through to a successful

issue :
" The enemy in the field have from seven hundred

thousand to eight hundred thousand men. We have upwards

of six hundred thousand men, but the number has been re-

duced till now we have not over four hundred thousand

men. I speak from authority when I say that, aside from

losses in battle, the army is being diminished at the rate

of twenty thousand per month. Our army is held in

check and endangered. Only last night I heard Senator

Dixon say at Hartford that Secretary Seward was alarmed.

I rejoice to hear that Secretary Seward is alarmed. I wish

that every member of the cabinet might be alarmed. 1 wish

every citizen might aj^preciate the danger till we shall put

forth every effort to rescue the government *****
I am sick at heart, but I feel that if I can do anything to

arouse the people to appreciate their danger, it should be

• lone at once."

This meeting was f )llowed b)' ;inothcr held in the same

' ily at Franklin Square July 24th, which was closed at 11:30

I'. M. The following is an extract taken from the account of
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a war meeting held in Jiridgeport during the same montii :

" The audience seemed electrified as from different parts of
the hall man after man arose and went forward to enlist. The
audience arose en masse. Cheer after cheer was given and
many a throbbing heart and tearful eye betokened^he en^o-
tions as the noble fellows enrolled their names. Over forty
men were enlisted on the spot, while the citizens subscribed
twenty thousand dollars." But back of this enthusiasm and.
perhaps, having some relation thereto, was the stern fact of a
draft that would be sure to follow any deficiency. Says The
Nonvich Bulletin, August 20lh :

•' Only three days left after
the twenty-first of the month. Hurry up the men. By
doing so. escape the draft." Yet, neither the flar of the draft
nor the offer of tlie bounty, can explain the great furor for
enlistment. For had there not been a profound love of
countr>- possessed by the people, they would not have sub-
mitted to the draft on the one hand, nor ta.xed themselves
heavily to offer bounties on the other. Willingness to submit
to a draft, as well as the offering of liberal bounties, had their
ongm in the determined purpose to save the country.

If we now consider how the warlike spirit materialized mto
these many regiments

; how the enthusia.stic citizen became a
uniformed soldier in his ov\n company and regiment, we shall
find the process simple and eas>-. In general orders of the
Governor, July ii, 1S62. the following directions were given:
"On the application of persons proposing to enroll companies,
the Commander-in-Chief will, at his discretion, issue orders
granting authority to enroll volunteers, and entitling the
person to whom they are issued to receive a commis.si\in as
Second Lieutenant whenever he shall have enrolled not less
than thirty-three men. and shali have received a nomination
from a majority of that number. The Commander-in-Chief
re.'^erx'cs the right, whenever in his opinion the intere.-^ts of the
service may re^iuire. rw\;o„,,,h(i.ite .uch >.]uads, and when <o
consolidated, the grade., of the conmnssioned officers will be
designated by nomination, b>- a majority of tlie members of
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a war meeting held in Jiridgeport during the same month :

" The audience seemed electrified as from different parts of

the hall man after man arose and went forward to enlist. I'hc

audience arose en masse. Ciicer after cheer was given, and
many a throbbing heart and tearful eye betokened the enio-

tions as the noble fellows enrolled their names. Over forty

men were enlisted on the spot, while the citizens subscribed

twenty thousand dollars." But back of this enthusiasm and,

perhaps, having some relation thereto, was the stern fact of a

draft that would be sure to follow any deficiency. Sa)-s JJtc

Noricich Bulletin, August 20lh :

" Only three days left after

the twenty-first of the month. flurry up the men. \\y

doing so, escape the draft." Yet, neither the fear of the draft,

nor the offer of the bounty, can explain the great furor for

enlistment. For had there not been a profound love of

country possessed by the people, they would not have sub-

mitted to the draft on the one hand, nor ta.xed themsehes
heavily to offer bounties on the other. Willingness to submit

to a draft, as well as the offering of liberal bounties, had their

origin in the determined i)urposc to save the country.

If we now consider how th-j warlike sj)irit materialized into

these man}' regiments ; how the enthusiastic citizen became a

uniformed soldier in his own company and regiment, we shall

find the process simple and cas\'. In general orders of the

Governor. ]\\\y ii, 1862, the following directions were gi\'en :

"On the application of persons proposing to enroll companies-

the Commander-in-Chief \'>ill, at his discretion, issue orders

granting authority to enroll volunteers, and entitling the

person to whom the>' are is-^ued to receive a commissiiin as

Second Lieutenant whenever hr shall have enrolled not less

than thirtv-three men, and shall ha\e recei\'ed a nomination

fi'om a majority of that number. The Commander-in-Chief

reser\-es the right, whene\-cr in his opinion the interests of the

ser\-icc may ri.;(|uire, to eonsohdite- such >c]ii,icls, and when so

consolidated, the grades of the commissioned officers will be

designated b}' nomination, by a majority oi the members of





X/

;
^/^

->>'^^i .^^'^ *'^- 5# 'i

COI.UNl-L THOMAS 1". r.rRl'HK.





Regimen/al Beginni/igs. \ \

the consolidated company. Squads of sixty-six men may
nominate a First Lieutenant and. eij^hty-three a Captain."

Non-commissioned officers were appointed by the Colonel

upon the recommendation of the Captain.

I'lKJer this order in nearly e\"ery town of the state, recruit-

uv^ proceeded actively for the enrollment of volunteers.

Recruitinj^^ officers were led to their work either by their own
choice or by the solicitation of others, who recognized their

ability to command. In the enlistment papers which were
furnished there was recorded, besides the name of the ap-

plicant, his age, occupation, nationality, his height, com-
plexion, and other kindred facts, b)- which the recruit could
be identified. Having signed these papers, the newly made
recruit, before a proper official, took the following oath :

"
I,

A. B., do solemnly swear that I will bear true allegiance to

the United States of America, and that I will serve them hon-
estly and faithfully against all their enemies or opposers
u hatsoever, and observe and obey the orders of the President

(ii the United States, and the orders of the officers appointed
o\er me. according to the rules and articles for the govern-
ment of the United States."

These papers, made out in duplicate, were held by the

olficer till liis recruits reached the number required by law
fsixty as a minimum

; one hundred and one as a maximum),
uhen it was organi;^ed as a company, assigned to some regi-

ment, and presently, with other similar bodies, mustered into

the -service of the United States by some regular army officer

detailed for the purpose.
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CE[:..^3?TE1I^ II.

THE GATllEr'lING.

( -A. TO-glast £Lxici SejJtem'ben:-, X8G2.)

For the most part tlic Twcnts'-hrst RcL^iment was recruited

in Eastern Connecticut. In the pages following ma}' be found

some facts respecting the personnel of each of the companies:

" Company *' A " was recrLiited by Joseph Jordan, Jr.,

23 men; Hamlet F. Roberts, 22; N. A. Belden, 13; P. F.

Talcott, II; H. L. Soper, S; and three others. Eigiity

men in all. Of this number 42 were from East Hartford; 2i

fr(Mn Hartford ; 14 fi-om Glastonbury ; 10 from Windsor,

with a lesser number from each r)f si.K other towns. 86 of

this number were American born, 14 foreigners—6 ICnglish-

men with 4 other nationalities. Average age, 24yV years.

36 were married ; 64 single. As respects employment, there

were 49 farmers, 8 clerks—the most in any compan\-. Of

laborers, teamsters, painters, there were 5 each
; 4 black-

smiths, with 24 otiicr occupations.

Company ''B" was recruited by Charles T. Martin, 65 of

his men enlisting from Hartfoid. Groups of 3 each came

from East Hartford, Enfield and Wethersfield, the remainder

from other towns. There were 44 Atnericans and 32 foreign-

ers—21 from Ireland, 8 from Ivngland ; average age. 32, the

oldest company in the regiment; married 5S, the largest num-

ber of an\- compau)-. As respects occupation, there were [6

farmers, 14 laborers, 7 carpenters, 6 painters, 5 each of black-
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smiths and shoemakers, with 24 other occupations. This

company, with Company "A," represented the greatest variety

t>r industries.

Company "C" was recruited by Rev. J. E. Wood, 86 men.

Robert Dennison ' the remainder. From Groton there came

95 men, from Ledyc>.d 5, from Norwich i. No other com-

pany had so large a proportion of its members from any one

town. Ninety-eight were Americans, and there were only

three foreigners—the smallest number in any company. Aver-

age age 25-^,^- ; 52 were married. Twent>'-five different occu-

pations were represented— 24 carpenters, four of them ship-

wrights, the largest number in any company; 18 farmers,'

with one exception the smallest number in any compan}', 12

sailors. 5 mechanics.

Company "D" was recruited by C. G. Southworth, 54
men; J. D. Gaylord. 19; F. S. Long, I4; Holander, 7. From
Mansfield there came 40 men, from Ashford 17, from Wind-
liam 15, from Chaplin 4, with representati\-es from a dozen

i>thcr towns. Average age 2'Sf^ 46 were married. 6^ men
registered as farmers, the largest number in any com{)any, 8

laborers, 6 factor)' o[)crati\-es, 4 mechanics, 4 carpenters, with

10 others of miscellaneous occupation.

Company "E" was recruited by C. T. Stanton, Jr., who
enlisted 61 men; E. P. Herry, 8; James Stanley, 7. From
tile town of Stonington there came 71 men, Norwich 8,

Groton 4, and others scattering. 74 were American born,

A\erage age 26; married 32. By occupatioii there uere 27

fniners. 9 mechanics. S ship carpenters, 7 laborers, 6 factors-

operatives, and 17 reporting other occupations.

Company " F " was recruited wholly by two persons

—

H. C. Phillips 50 men, P'rank Fowler 42. From Montville

there came 44, from New London 39, from W'aterford 6. with

representatives from many other towns. Eighty were Ameri-

can born. Average age, 23 ,'',, the x-oungest company in the

regiment. Twent\'-se\en weie married, the smallest number
in any comijany. By (Kcupation there were 41 farmers, 6
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manufacturers, 5 clerks, 5 carpenters, and 17 of other occu-

pations.

Company " G " was recruited by J. F. Brown, 42 ; E. P.

Packer, 22; I. D. Kenyon, 21, and two others. From North

Stonington there came 65 men, from Voluntown 22, from

Griswold 6. The.^ were 82 Americans. The average age was
261I7. Thirty-eight were married. There were 54 farmers,

9 laborers, 6 mechanics, 4 clerks, and 9 others of various

calling.

Company "H" was recruited by D. D. Brown of Chat-

ham, R. C. P'oote, Jr., and D. L. Brown of Colchester.

From Colchester came 50, Chatham 30, and one or two

each from ten other towns lughty-one were American.

Average age 26/;,, which was the average age of the regi^

ment. Forty-six were married. There were 55 farmers, 12

mechanics, 10 laborers, 4 clerks, 4 blacksmiths, and 9 of

other occupations.

Company "I"—96 strong—was recruited as
'

follows :

David Dickerson, 63 ;
James Stanly, 22. and the rest scatter-

ing. P^rom ^Nliddletown there came 57 men, from Norwich

17, from Haddam 6; the rest from thirleen other towns.

Sixty-two were Americans, 34 foreigners, of whom 20 were

from Ireland, the largest number of Irishmen in any one com-
pany. Average age, 26 j'',^. P\^rty-nine were married. There

were 19 farmers, 21 mechanics, 13 laborers, 7 clerks, 6 team-

sters, 6 sailors, with rcpresentati\es from thirteen other em-
ployments.

Company " K "—94 strong—was recruited as follows :

PI. S. Wilson, 61 ; William Clapi), 23 ; J. M. Shepard, 7, and

3 scattering. PVom Piainfield came 50 men, Pomfret 15,

Brooklyn 14, Sterling 11. Si.\ other towns were represented.

There were 95 Aniericans. Average age, 26,^.; married 45.

h'orty-seven wqxq farmers, 17 oj)erative.s in mills, the largest

number in an\- one coinpanv ; 4 carpenters, with twenty-one

Other empl<')'mcnts.
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To recapitulate. It appears from the foregoing that the

regiment was made up as follows : Groton contributed 100

men. Hartford 94, Stonington 75, North Stonington 68,

Muldletown 61, Plainfield 55, Colchester 50, East Hartford,

50, Montville 45, New London 42, Mansfield 41, Nor^\ich
i"]

,

Chatham 30, Voluntc wn 26, Ashford 20, Windham iS,

l?ro(.)kl)'u 16, Pomfret 15, Glastonbury 15, Windsor 12, Ster-

ling II, liaddam 10. Besides these, there were forty-four

other cities and towns which contributed from one to ten men
each.

]:ighty-three and four-tenths per cent, of the regiment were

nati\-e-born Americans. Of the foreigners, 90 were from

Ireland, 32 from England, 9 from Canada and the British

Provinces, 8 from Scotland, i each from Switzerland, Den-
mark. France, Hungary and Russia. In the whole Army of

llic Union seventy-fi\e per cent, were Americans. The
average age of the regiment was twenty-six and six-tenths,

while the average age of the whole army was twenty-five

years. It was believed in some quarters that men of mature

years v>ould make the best soldiers. But facts in the history

el this regiment, at least, go to show that the boy is better

than the man of two-score years.

(Xall those over forty years of age at enlistment, twenty-

nine per cent, only returned to be mustered out with the

regiment, while seventy-one per cent, were either discharged

by reason of disability or died of wounds or disease while in

service. Of those under twenty years of age, fifty-nine per

cent, returned with the regiment, while forty-one per cent.

died or were discharged. The younger men, therefore, made
tlie better showing in the pro{)ortion of nearly two to one.

< >r those who went out with the regiment forty-five per cent,

were married.

Seventy-nine trades or employments were represented in

the regiiuent. By far tiie largest number o'i any one calling

\vere farmers, forty-two and two-tenths per cent, of the v,ho!e.

in the entire Union army forty-eight per cent, were farmers.
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Of machinists and laborers there were 70 each, carpenters 53,

factory operatives 35, clerks 34, sailors 26, blacksmiths 25,

painters 19, teamsters 18, siioemakers 14, manufacturers,

merchants, ship-carpenters, 12 each, moulders 10, students

and masons 9 each, stone-cutters 8, butchers 7. tailors 7, car-

riage-makers, tearhers, boiler-makers 6 each, dyers 5, to-

gether with fifty other employments including almost every

kind of occupation in practical life, such as peddlers, tin-

smiths, bookkeepers, platers, trimmers, powder makers, har-

ness-makers, marble-cutters, bakers, silversmiths, coopers,

gardeners, cigar-makers, saddlers, firemen, paper-hangers,

barbers, gun-makers, fishermen, ice-dealers, engineers, sail-

makers, watch-makers, car- makers, comjjositors, calkers,

hotel-keepers, drummers, tanners, railroad-men, paper-makers,

newsboys, dentists, book-binders, lau-yers, physicians, millers,

postmasters, hatters, chemists, artists. Four only report no

occupation. One reports himself a gentleman, and one only

a bar-keeper.
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CII^^^PTEIl, III.

ORGANIZATION.

(Se^ptemlDear, 1S62.)

An officer bears a relation to the men under his command
analogous to that of a soul to the body which it inhabits. An
intelligent persistent nature urged forward in the accomplisli-

ment o{ its purposes b}- a strong will-power, causes the whole

being to throb with its presence. It is felt in every muscle of

the body, it is recognized in the tone of the voice, in the

sparkle of the e\-e, it will bring out all the latent powers of

the ph)-sical being. In like manner the well being of a regi-

ment is in the hajids of its officers, for upon their energy and

intellige!>.:e de[)ends the character and efficiency of the men.

In this res[)ect the T\vent\'-first was peculiarly fortunate.

Its Colonel. Arthur H. Dutlon, was a graduate of West Point,

ranking third in scholarship in the class of 1861, Kilpatrick,

Custer, O'Rourke, Benjamin and Farquhar being among his

classmates. In the words of an officer closely related to him.
" Bold and chivalrous, w ith a nice sense of honor, a judgment

quick and decisive, an unwavering zeal in his chosen profes-

sion, he was in every respect a thorough soldier." He had

previously held the rank of Captain in the regular ami)',

serving ill tl;e hjiginccr Corps, anil ui>un reecimmendation of

General Mansfield, he received his appointment as Colonel.

Assuming command of the Twenty-first, he threw his whole
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soul into the work assigned him. making his own personah'ty
felt throughout tlie whole regiment. He was not destitute of
a worthy ambition, both for himself and for his command.
When he first tried on his uniform dre.ss-coat bearing the
insignia of his rank, a former classmate remarked. *• Tho^e
silver eagles look well." " Yes," was his reply, " but a Briga-
dier's star would look better."

The Lieutenant-Colonel, Thomas F. Burpee, had been
before the war connected with the manufacturing interests
of Rockville, Conn. 'He brought to his office and consecrated
to his noble work the strong qualities of a sincere, noble man-
hood, characterized by unflinching courage and a true nnlitary
bearing. Self-possessed, dignified, faithful in the duties of his
office, he brought honor to the regiment. He was pn.moted
from a Captain of the Fourteenth Regiment to be, at first.

Major, then Lieutenant-Colonel of the Twenty-first.

'

Major Hiram B. Crosby left a lucrative business in the
practice of law in Norwich, Coim.. to accept, at first, the office
of Adjutant, then to fill the place made vacant by the pro-
motion of Lieutenant-Colonel Burpee. He brought to his
office the accomplishments and skill of his profession, which
more than once were manifestly to the advantage of the regi-
ment. The Staff was made up of the following officers :

Clarence E. Button, brother of the Colonel. Adjutant. After-
wards he was promoted to be Captain in the Ordnance De-
partment of the regular army. Quartermaster Hiram W-
Richmond of Broolclyn held his office but a short time,
resigning in the following February. William Soule, M. D.,'

of Griswold received the appointment of Surgeon, with Lewis
E. Di.xon. M. D.. ..f IMainficld and

J. Hamilton Lee. M. D., as
assistant.s. Christopher A. Brand was Sergeant-Major, Ed-
ward Gallup Ouartermastcr-Scrgeant, Joseph D. Plu'nkett
Commis.sary-Sergcant. James V,. Barbour Hospital Steward.
The ground on which ihc rr-inu:n' wa. fir^t assembled lay

in the suburbs of Norwich, known as the Fair Ground fo'r

New London County. Here the I-Lighteenth Regiment had
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!>con nri;ani/.ed and left for the scat of war on August 22d.

In coin[)!iance with orders from headquarters, the several

iMinpanies of the Twent)'-rirst as they were recruited gathered

,it Norwich. Those arriving first were assigned to temporary-

quarters till the camp of the Eighteenth should be vacated.

Herewith are noted th3 order and approximately the date

of the arrival of each of the companies ; also, the commis-

sioned officers of each of the companies, though their election

i!i some cases did not take place till after their arrival at the

c.unp.

August 14th, Compan)- "C," the " Groton Company," arrived,

o'lc hundred and one strong, Captain John E. Wood com-

manding, wjio left his work as clergyman to recruit and lead

ill-, compatn-. James H. Latham was Eirst Lieutenant and

Ji>hn F. Randall was Second Lieutenant, both of Groton. In

tile absence of any other place, they were quartered at first in

Apollo Hall.

August 15th, the "Mansfield Company"—"D"—arrived

nmety-four strong. Captain Charles G. Southworth command-
nig, who \v\i his farm for the sterner realities of a military life.

I'rancis S. Long of Windham was First Lieutenant and Akin
M. Crane of Mansfield was Second Lieutenant. This com-
!>.iny, with those who arrived previous to August 23d. were

a-^^ignetl to hastilj' constructed barracks located not far from

the Fair Ground.

August 17th, the " ]\Iontville Company"—"E"—ninety-

J".v<) strong, arrived, Captain William Spittle of New London
C'lmmanding. He had previously seen service with the three

montiis" men. Henry T. Phillips of Montville was First

I lieutenant. F^rank Fowler of New London was Second
Lieutenant.

August 18th, the " Plainndd Company "—
" K "—one hun-

dred strong, arrived. Captain feremiah M. Shepartl of the

luio i)!.icc C(Tininaiu;ing. ' W'illuun Clapi) of Pomfrct was
l"ir>t Lieutenant, and Harrv S. Wilson of Plainfield was
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Second Lieutenant. Both Captain Sheparcl and Lieutenant
Clapp had already seen service in the war.
August 2

1
St, the "Chatham and

"

Colchester Company"—
" H "—ninety-nine strong, reached the city, with Captain
Ralph C. Foote. Jr., commanding, Delos D. Brown of Chat-
ham First Lieutenant, Denison L. Brown of Colchester
Second Lieutenant.

August 24th, " North Stonington Company "—" Q "—
ninety-three strong, arrived, with Captain James F. Brown, a
recent graduate from Yale, class of '62, commanding. Isaac
D. Kenyon of Voluntown was First Lieutenant, and K. Peny
Packer of North Stonington Second Lieutenant.

August 25th, "Stonington Company"

—

"P:"—eighty-eight
strong, arrived, witli Charles T. Scranton, graduate of Yale.
class of '61, stroke oar of University boat crew, commanding.
Henry R. Jennings First Lieutenant, Franklin H. DavTs
Second Lieutenant, both of Stonington.

August 26th, " East Hartford Company "—"A " one hun-
dred strong, arrived, and marched into camp, attended b\-

Colt's Armory band. Captain Joseph Jordan, Jr., a paper
manufacturer, wa^ commander, with Nathan A. Belden First

Lieutenant, Philo F. Talcott Second Lieutenant both of Hart-
ford.

August 28th, "Hartford Company "—" B "—eighty-seven
.strong, arrived, with Captain Charles T. ALirtin commander.
who.se gray hairs showed an age well nigh approaching three
score years, but whose erect and manly bearing bespoke
much of the vigor of youth still remaining. Josiah Martin, a

brother of the Captain, was First Lieutenant, and Daniel G.
Knox Second Lieutenant, both from Plartford. By the 21st

of the following October all of these had resigned.

Company " I." the " Middletown Company," brought ninet\--

seven men. The date of its arrival is unknown. It was
officered by David Dickinson. C.i]>tain, Charles M. Matlicr.

First Lieutenant, both of xMiddletown, and James Stanley of
Norwich Secomi Lieutenant.
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I'rom the foregoing it appears that all but three of the

cintains and most of the lieutenants won their positions by

Mrtue of the number of recruits secured. Two captains and

three or more lieutenants received their appointments because

..( previous service in the field. The total number of men in

ilic regiment was nine hundred and sixt)'-six. Seventy

recruits were afterwards added, forty-five of whom were

'.ransferred to the Tenth Connecticut X'olunteer Infantr>'

ulien the Twenty-first was mustered out of service. As

compared with other regiments, we find that the Nineteenth

had eight hundred and ninety-one men, the Twentieth nine

hundred and eighty-one men, the Eighteenth nine hundred

M\(\ ninety-eight ; all the others had one thousand or more.

Hefore being accepted as soldiers of the United States, each

of the enlisted men had to be examined a,s to his physical

condition.' One by one, in a closed room with the examining

surgeon, each was tested for defects of vision and physique,

it has been stated that the desire to fill the quota of the state,

Il(1 to the acceptance of some who, under other conditions,

woukl have been rejected. Perhaps there is some truth in

this statement. It is very evident that the conditions for

i-ntering the regular army at the present time are far more

exacting. Yet. in the estimation of the Colonel, there was

uuicii to admire. He remarked to a friend, " The regiment,

liiough green, contains as fine a body of men as I have ever

seen in similar conditions. I am proud of them."

A military camp during the organization of a regiment is a

busy place. In addition to the activities within by which the

men are equipped and fitted for service, there is the constant

coming and going of friends who claim the right to appear

and say goodby to loved ones ; for, be it known, that the

sfildier's life does not obliterate sentiment, neither does the

Soldier's oath sever his affections for the home. The work in

thi- c.ur.p of (j\"cry new regiment is two-fold—that ot the

' .''larter-Master in supplying the wants of the men, and that

performed on the parade-ground, where in patient drill the
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citi/.cn is transtormcd into the soldier. Let us consider for a

moment the work of the Quatter-Master's department. Wcx^

we tind a three-fold division of labor as -seen in the furnish-

ing of provisions, clotliinij and equipments. Provisions are

furnished accordinij to army regulations as follows: To each

man per day twel -e ounces of pork or twenty ounces of beef,

eighteen ounces of flour, or its equivalent in bread, one and

six-tenths ounces of coffee, or in its place twenty-four

hundredths of an ounce of tea, two and four-tenths ounces

of sugar, together with soap, salt, vinegar and candles. At
times part of these articles may be replaced with rice, beans,

or with mixed \-cgetables. As far as possible this order is

varied, as shown by the following order issued on the field

November 4, 1864 ;

First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps. " In every

period of six days, salt pork once, salt beef once,

fresh beef twice, mackerel once, codfish once, hard bread

three times, soft bread three times, coffee five times, tea once,

onions four times, beets once, turnips once, while beans,

sugar, vinegar, candles, pepper, soap, pf)tatoes and sour

krout will be issued daily." No soldier need complain that

he was ill {c^, providing there was no hitch in the Quarter-

Master's department. It is assumed, however, that the soldier

has good health and sound digestion.

When in camp the rations are drawn daily b\' the First

Sergeant for each compan)-, the Captain's approval being

requisite. In case the regiment is on the march or about to

leave camp, two or three da>-s' rations may be issued for each

soldier. When in camp, the rations are first cooked, then

issued to the men. In addition to }M-ovisions, clothing, tents

and equipments are furnished by the Quarter-Master. The
clotliing is issued to each soldier by a commissioned officer

of the compain-. as may be necessary, to the amount in value

of three ilollars and fift;)' cents {)er [Uontli. If an excess be

drawn b)- the end of the quarter, it is deducted or " stopped
"
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fpMu his pay ; if less than the regular amount is drawn, the

(iiffcrence is credited to the soldier.

lu^uipments consisted of a knapsack provided with straps

to fit over the shoulder so that it could be carried when on

tiie march, but laid away as a trunk when in camp. It was

the only receptacle for clothing, stationery, or any other arti-

cles a soldier possessed. The haversack, filled with one or

more da}-s' rations when on the march, and the canteen, with

a supply of water, were each suspended from opposite

slioulders. The Ordnance Department furnished the arms

and equipments for actual warfare. Chief of these was the

Springfield rifle, muzzle loading, weighing between nine and

ten pounds. A broad leather belt over the shoulder sup-

ported the cartridge-box, in which was generally stowed

away forty rounds of ammunition, while a belt around the

waist supported the cap-pouch and bayonet-sheath. The

weight which a fully equipped soldier was expected to carry

when in full marching order, was sufficient to exhaust the

strongest. On long marches, unnecessary articles were pretty

sure to be thrown away, unless the Colonel's foresight

ordered them left behind.

As soon as the newly-fledged soldier is in camp and has

received his uniform and equipments, he begins to realize

more fully the realities of army life. The enthusiasm awak-

ened by public meetings and the enlistment fever created and

nourished by patriotic neighbors who stay at home, begins to

disappear and finally passes away ; while the frequent call ot

the drum to the various duties, the command of superior

officers and the rigid regulations of the camp, combine to im-

press upon him the serious change that has come into his

hitherto peaceful existence. His surroundings in all respects

are new and unfamiliar—new associates, new quarters, new

wardrobe, new method of taking his meals, new duties to

perform. If, on the other hand, when he gets out of camp, he

feels a certain self-esteem and superiority because of his new

uniform, yet, when he returns, he finds that he is no better
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than the rest. Soon it dawns upon him that he is no longer

his own master. The oath to support the Constitution of the

United States is as yet a theoretical pledge in which he

glories, but the obligation to obey the officers appointed over

hini he finds a practical thing and sometimes very difficult.

Here perchance is his former neighbor, so friendly with him

when he sought hi n for a recruit, so noble in his eyes when
he voted for him as his officer ; but now, alas, he discovers

that a gulf is opening between them ! Not intentional,

perhaps, but none the less real.

Then there are the stern requirements of military discipline,

and the endless details of camp life. He sees the mistakes of

his superiors, perhaps, the needless dignity assumed by some.

What is the use of teaching the best squirrel shot in the

county how to " load in nine times ?" He does sometimes
*' kick " internally, and mutterings not loud but deep may be

occasionally heard. ]>ut all these vanish in the consciousness

of present duty.

To the enduring honor of the enlisted man be it said that

he bore his part noble and well. He soon learned to adjust

himself to his new conditions, to distinguish between the

worth of the man and the dignity of the office conferred upon

him. There is no daily paper printed in the camp. Yet-

somehow the news circulates among the men with marvelous

rai)idity. The Company fire kept burning by the cook takes

the place of the country store as a place of gossip. If the

spirits of the men are not ruffled by the spirits of alcohol.

there is generally a remarkable degree of good cheer. There

is hardly a company in which there arc not one or more

characters with a marvelous degree of originality and good

humor that is used to encourage the desponding and to keep

alive the hopes, the spirits and the confidence of the men.

Meanwhile, those who have received the honors of a com-

mission begin to feel the- responsiliilit)' o*^ tlieir position. To
sign t)rders on the Ouarter-Master's department for supplies

for the Company is very easy. To keep the Company-books
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straic^ht and to account for every one of the thousand articles

received and issued, is more difficult. ]?ut to take the Com-

pany of one hundred men and so discipline them that each

shall observe his position so that the whole body may move

as one perfect machine, keeping step in the march—observing

a i)erfect line in company front—march without crowding

—

break up into platoons and re-form with no confusion—to

accomplish all this is no !'ttle task.

Now, that the Captain has brought his company into camp,

he begins to realize that he is no longer supreme. He, too,

finds the eye o{ the Colonel upon him—and what is more,

upon the hundred men that he has brought with him, for

each of whom he is in a certain sense responsible. Then he

has a certain reputation to make in the regiment, for all the

honors he brought with him into his new office are of little or

no value now. He must win his spurs if he would wear

them. He may protest that he means well, is kind-hearted

and patriotic and self-sacrificing, and universally respected by
all who know him—these virtues count for little if he lacks

the genius of command.
( ), Captain. What can you do with these men to make out

of them a good company ? Verily, " the first shall be last

and the last first." It happens, sometimes, that some who
receive their commissions with hearts throbbing and large

expectations, soon give them up in humiliation ; while those

before unnoticed develop that adaptness to military life that

gives them lasting honor. Who shall these honored ones

be } It is not known till the test is made.

Let us a follow a captain through the routine of one day's

^vork. He is up in the morning and in the Compan)''s street

at roll call. While waiting for breakfast, he gathers up the

undistributed clothing and strives to adjust his accounts.

Then come two soldiers for passes to go home. Breakfast is

.•"ervcd with a mess-che.st for a table and a box for a chair.

Now comes the orderly from regimental headijuarters with

special order No, 19, calling the attention of captains to the
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lack of discipline in camp. The Colonel complains of neglect

of military courtesy in saluting superior officers. At guard-

mounting time the orderly-sergeant reports one man detailed

for duty missing. Someone saw him leave camp for the city.

Mere is a case where an example must be made of the guilt)-

one to prevent like repetition.

Then comes the call for company-drill. The Captain lays

down his pen, puts on his sword and leads his men out on

the parade ground. His eyes must be on the whole company
at once ; unless he keeps one of them upon his lieutenant.

Then come the marching and counter-marching ; wheeling to

the right or moving by the left flank. For a change, the

company comes to a halt and he exercises the men in the

manual of arms. W'hen his men fail to do just as he wants

them to, he is annoyed to find the Colonel standing b}-, an

interested spectator of his work. At last the welcome recall

sounds, and he marches his men to company-quarters, to the

mutual satisfaction of both parties. He retires to his tent,

and finds some callers from his old home neighborhood.

Meanwhile there comes the morning report for correction.

He thinks the red-tape needlessly exacting. Here comes one

of his men who protests that he is not able to drill in the

afternoon, }-et, has no surgeon's excuse. Now conies a

would-be social caller from liis own men, one who was for-

merly an old neighbor. If the Captain discourages such

familiar calls at his tent as contrary to military discipline,

he exposes himself to the reputation of one who puts on airs.

Dinner is served. Three men call and request a pass for

the afternoon. Meantime the hour for battalion-drill aj)-

proaches, and the Captain wants to refresh his memory con-

cerning certain tactical evolutions as laid down by General

Casey, before finding himself in a (juandary or worse under

the Colonel's eye. Ikit he leads his company out, and takes

his place in line with sonic trepidation. Tlie Colonel breaks

the battalion into columns and he has little time to think. If

he hesitates, because he has forgotten how the unfamiliar
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movement is executed, or if he attempts it and makes a mis-

take, he hears the voice of the Colonel, " You are wrong,

Captain ." At length the hour and a lialf ends, and he

is in his tent once more. A brother officer calls to spend a

few moments in a social way. Soon a group of men gathers

in the Company street, and the sergeant hastens to inform

him that Private has returned from the city with too

much liquor aboard and is disorderly. Scarcely has he re-

stored order when the call comes for dress-parade, and he

again leads his company into line and quite enjoys the simple

maneuvers with which he has become familiar and which he

])crforms with no fear of a blunder. Thus the day passes

with a succession of anxieties and cares, lie reflects that if

he has made mistakes, so have others. As he rolls into his

blankets upon a hard couch, he consoles himself with the

reflection that he has learned something and will be able to

do better to-morrow.

lUit while the private has his duties and the company
officers their responsibilities, the Colonel is by no means free

fioin cither. If he has the advantage of having no superior

in camp, wiiose criticism he fears, he knows that presently his

regiment may come in contact with the stern realities of war,

and then its failures or successes will be charged to his

credit or discredit. The Colonel of the Twenty-first was not

slow to make his presence felt. His very bearing was that of

a well-trained soldier. Tall and erect, with black hair and
mustache, a piercing eye that detected sliams and inspired

confidence, with few words, well chosen in conversation, he

speedily secured the respect of all. He inspired in both
officers and privates a desire to make the Twenty-first a

noble regiment among the best in the service. This confi-

dence, in fact, was shown before leaving the state, by the gift

fr<»ni the commissioned and non-commissioned officers of a

sw<rd with sa-^h and belt, valued at three hundred clolhirs.

I he slory is told of a certain colonel in the volunteer

service who, as the head of his column approached a wet
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place in the road, shouted, " Haw round that mud-puddle."

The followintj comes from the best of authority : An inex-

perienced colonel of volunteers determines to have his first

dress-parade followed by battalion -drill ; consequently when

the parade was ever, he drew from his pocket a copy of

" Casey." Opening the book at random and holding it in his

left hand, wliile drawing the sword with his right, he shouted,

" Battalion, right or left face (as the case may be). Forward,

right or left ob-lo-quy (as the case may be). March !" Fol-

lowed by tableau of anxious suspense in the regiment.

Thanks to West Point, no such blunders were possible in the

Twenty-first. Neither officer nor private ever suffered from

the humiliation of mistakes on the part of their Colonel.

Rather, his whole bearing daily awakened increasing respect

and confidence.

The following, taken from TJic NorivicJi Bulletin of August

22d, may give some light as to the progress of the regiment

:

" Colonel Dutton of the Twenty-first has taken hold of his

duty in earnest. Dress parades are held every evening. The

order and decorum prevailing in camp are subject to general

remark." " September 1st regular guard mounting was

observed and aii officer of the day appointed. No pedlers,

except the sellers of {)a})ers, are allowed on the grounds."

" September 4lh—The Twent_\'-first Regiment, Camp Norton,

is progressing raiiiJly. Colonel Dutton seems deternu'ned

that no effort on his part shall be wanting to make it equal to

any in the state. \'esterday a regimental drill and dress-

parade was observed that were creditable."

On September 5lh the ref^iment was nmstered into the

United States service by Captain Watson Webb, U. S. A.

The process was simple. Each Company appeared, and the

roll was called to show that all were present. Then the men
held u[) their right hantis and swore to suj^jjort the Constitu-

tion and i.iv/.-. (if the L'nitetl St itv-. .uid lo obe)' the officers

appouUed <ner tlieiu H\' this simple act the regiment was

turned over to the I'nited States Government to go whither
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It may direct. On the same day each enlisted man received

\':\:- United States boun v' and one month's pay. On the

!-»:K)\\ini:; day the state bounty was received.

Meanwhile, as the time drew near for the departure of the

K.Mincnt there seemed to be an increasing nuniber of visitors,

r.ircnts, wives, sisters, sweethearts, come to say goodby to

l^Axd ones, and then return to their homes, and courageously

resume the monotonous duties of life with hearts filled with

constant anxiety for absent ones. But the soldier boy, with

liie impress of the goodby kiss on his lips, hastened to his

t'.nt, perhaps, to prepare for dress-parade. From this he re-

turned to his company quarters v/here he discussed, per-

chance, with his comrades the order just issued to be ready

to leave the state for the seat of war the day after to-morrow.

His mind was occupied with thoughts and anticipations of

liic future. The new conditions of the to-morrow dispelled

tile gloomy forebodings of to-day. Thus he escaped the

j).iinful anxiety of those who remained at home, while his

V. !:i)le being was full of interest in the work before him.

On the loth of September, the day preceding the departure,

tii^re was an unusual crowd on the ground. To quote from

th'..' daily press. " A general admiration was expressed at

the appearance and marching of the men. They appeared
v. ith their new arms for the first time. The occasion was the

I'le.xentation of state and regimental flags from the ladies of

Norwich and Stonington. The Norwich band was present.

1 .'le presentation speech was made by Mayor Greene of Nor-
'•'•I'-h. In reply. Colonel Dutton said :

" I desire to thank the

I.i^lies of Eastern Connecticut for this magnificent present.

.\t some future day—many months hence, perhaps—we hope
ti> bring these colors back to you, time-worn, dust-covered,

^'ul!et-torn they may be, but polluted by the touch of a rebel,

Si)nie of us will never forget the first impressions of tlie

n ;_;-.: contract" we had undei taken. When we first received

<'ur rilles and saw the bris/ht sun retlected from a thousand
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glistening bayonets, as we marched out to take our places in

the battalion, it cer*-ainly looked like business ; and the

probable sensation of seeing a thousand such bayonets " on

the other side," and in hostile hands, came nearer to us than

ever before.

The Regiment left the state with the following roster of

otlicers :

FIELD AND STAFF.

AKTfiun M. DurT(.»x, Colonel.

Thomas F. Buki'EE, Lieutenant-Colonel.

HiR.AM B. Crosby, ^Lljo^.

Cl.^kekce E Duttox, Adjutant.

HiR.\M W. Richmond, Quarter-Master.

WiLi.i.xM SouLE, Surgeon.

Lewis K. Dixon, First Assistant Surgeon.

J. Hamilton Lee, Second Assistant Surgeon.

NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF.

Ckistofher a. r.KANii, Scr£:cant-M ajor.

Edward Gallup, Quarter- Master Sergeant.

Joseph D. Plunketi-, Commissary-Sergeant.

James E Barbour, Hospital Steward.

LINE OFFICERS.

company a.

Joseph Jordan, Jr., Ca|)tain.

Nathan A. Belden, First Lieutenant.

Philo F. Talcott, Second Lieutenant.

CO.MPANY B.

Chaki.es T. M\Kiix, Captain.

Josi.vH H. M\KiiN, I'li-t Lieutenant.

Daniel G. Kno.x, Second Lieutenant.
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COMPANY c.

John E. ^^' od, Captain.

James H. Latham, First Lieutenant

John F. Randall, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY D.

Charles D. Southworth, Cai)tain.

Francis S. Long, First Lieutenant.

Alvin M. Crank, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY E.

Charles T. Stanton, Jr., Cajitain.

Henry K. Jennings, First Lieutenant.

Fkanklin H. Davis, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY F.

William Spittle, Captain.

Henry T. Phillips, First Lieutenant.

Frank Fowler, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY G.

James F. Brown, Captain.

Isaac I). Kenyon, First Lieutenant.

E. Perry Packer, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY h.

Ralph C. Foote, Jr., Captain.

Delos 1). PROWN, First 1 lieutenant.

Dennison L. Prown, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY I.

David Dickekson, Captain.

Charles ^L Mather, First Lieutenant.

James Stanley, Second Lieutenant.

COMPANY K.

Jeremiah W. Shepard. Jr., Captain.

W'w i.iAM Ci.App, I'irst Lieutenant.

IL\RKY S. Wilson, Second Lieutenant.
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ci3:.a.:ftee, i"V".

OFF TO THE FRONT.

(Soi5toxii"t>02r 11^ 1S62.)

There was much of patriotic inspiration in the confidmc:
spirit with which tlie Twenty-first left camp on Septembe'^r
nth and proceeded on its appointed mission. Could the
men have realized that the " some future day, many months
hence, perhaps," the anticipated time for the return as ex-
pressed by the Colonel, was to be lengthened to nearly three
years

;
that they were to lose in battle more than an a\-erage

of the volunteer regiments; could they have seen the picture
they were to present ujjon then- return when each company
was reduced to about one third its original size ; and could
they have considered that of the thirty-eight commissioned
officers only six would return with the regiment, there might
have been less of exuberance on the part of the men. But it

is well.
.

perhaps, that such forecasts are hidden from the
newly enlisted soldier.

The waiting cars, as though impatient to hurry the men to
the front, with its engine hissing because of the pent up
steam, was but an illustration of the spirit of the regiment
eager to embark. During the whole afternoon the streets
through which the line was to pass, were thronged with citi-

zens of Norwich and neighbcriiig t-.uiis who had gathered to

witne.vs their departure. Mere and there in the crowd of
waiting spectators was one who had a bou(iuet or some other
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^i!i as a partin<^ bequest to some particular friend. At the

»lt.jK)i tlic crowd was immense, buf it was kept back by a

iMi.ird detailed for the ,)urpose from the regiment. The
Mildicrs gave cheer after cheer as the train moved out of the

-i.ition. and these were answered by cheers no less hearty

finin the surrounding crowd. At Allen's Point, some seven

miles below the city, the steamer " City of New York " was in

u ailing, which received and transported the regiment to

Jcrsc\- Cit\', arriving by daylight next morning. By ten

o'clock we left, and reached Pliiladelphia at three o'clock in

the afternoon. Here the Soldiers' Relief Association pro-

M(lcii a good dinner which received, many commendations.

Willi pleasant memories of the City of Brotherly Love, we
Icl't about nine o'clock in the e\-cning for Baltimore, arriving

>H-.\t mornmg. In the evening we reached Washington and

-'pent tiie first night in barracks.

Now the opportunity w'ould seem to have arri\ed for many
a patriot to see the Capital of the Nation ; but the powers

lliat be were more interested to employ the soldiers in pre-

^cr\ing the Capital than in showing them its sights ; hence

'.!ic opportunit)- for passes was very limited. Entertained for

the night in barracks with soiu' bread and poorly cooked
meat for food, we left nc.\t day. September 14th, and went
i:uo camp at East Capital Hill. Here we spent the night

\utiiout the protection of barracks or tents. I'^or the first time

\\e spread our blankets and slept with no shelter over us, save

the over-arching sky, which covered alike both our camp
•«nd that of the enemy. \'et, strange to sa}', we all rested

Well and were not a little surprised to find how comfortably

'•'•c could sleep in the open air. Experience, I think, will

^1h)w that the fairly prutlent soldier camping out, with all his

e\-})osures, is no more subject to colds than the citizien at

home; while throat troubles, caused b\- close rooms or im-

p'lre air, are seldom exijcrienced.

I he contrast between the size and appearance of a full regi-

HKiU just out, and one that had seen liard service for a year
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or more, appears in the following- incident : While on dress

parade at this place, one of our number excused from dutv

was viewing the imposing line of nearly a thousand men,

when he was accosted by an old veteran with bronzed coun-

tenance and a soiled and worn uniform. " What is that." he

asked, pointing to the regiment. " That, sir, is the Twenty-
first Connecticut Volunteers." " Indeed," was the reply.

" It is bigger than any brigade I have seen for the last six

months." To the proud member of the Twenty-first this

remark seemed strange. But wiien, in less than two years, he

saw his own regiment reduced to one huiidred and twent\--

five men present and fit for duty, he understood its meaning.

Here occurred the first break in the line officers. Captain

Wood of Company " C " received his appointment as Chap-

lain, while Lieutenants Latham and Randall were advanced

one grade, and George P. Edwards, First Sergeant of Com-
pany ' A," was promoted to be Second Lieutenant.

We were scarcely settled in our first bivouac when we re-

ceived orders to march, and on the iSth crossed the Potomac

for Camp Chase, Arlington Heights, some two miles from

Long Bridge, and in close proximity to Fort Albany. This

was one of the forts that formed the defenses of Washington

on the side looking towards Richmond. Here, in a camp
recently vacated by a Vermont regiment, we found an abiding

place for two weeks, and were assigned to the brigade com-

manded by Brigadier-General Briggs, in General Case}''s di\i-

sion of the reserved corps for the defense of Washington.

Since we were destined to change ground more than two

score times during the following eight months, a description

of a regimental camp, according to army regulations, may not

be out of place. Little variety from the one set plan is

allowed. If any elasticity is tolerated, it is because of the

inequality of the ground that compels a change. The follow-

ing directions for a cump are f )Uiul in the United States Army
Regulations :





Off to the Front.
39

•' Ivich company has its tents arranged in two files or rows.
c.ich file facing the company street, which should be five or
more paces wide. The intervals between the tents, two paces.

Hctween the files of tents of adjacent companies, two paces.

The color line is at rignt angles to the company streets and
Itii paces in front of the tents. In front of this is the parade
I^Tound, the ' workshop ' of the regiment, where much of
thrir time is spent in drill, guard-mounting or dress-parade.
On the opposite side from the parade ground, at the distance
"f twenty paces from the last company tent, and in a line

running at right angles, are the cook tents or kitchens where
f.'od is provided for the men. Twenty paces in rear o{ this

hoc are the tents of the line officers, and twenty paces still

farther in the rear are the tents of the field and staff officers.

'^ Iiile the baggage train is parked some distance in the rear of
all." The beauty of a camp depends not a little upon the
careful housekeeping which removes all filth, keeps the streets
^vA grounds well swept and the company quarters neat and
t!tly. With this duty the officer-of-the-day is charged.

Mere is the description of an officer's couch.—Four forked
sticks are driven into the ground, across which, at the height
of an ordinary bed. two parallel poles are laid. Across these
are placed the .staves of a demolished barrel, then a bag filled

'•vith dry grass from a neighboring swamp, is placed thereon,
\vhich, with added blankets, constitutes a very good bed for a
soldier. In active service, such a lu.\ur\- as this is seldom
enjoyed, but in camp life, the inventive genius of the soldier
>-: employed to make as good provision as possible for his
welfare; the better the provisions for comfort, the less liability

to .sickness.

Guard-mounting occurs every morning, varying little from
nine o'clock. Each company contributes its quota towards
making up the guard for the camp. At the call for guard-
nu.unting. by bugle or drum, each of these details is cm-
ducted from their respective company streets, under directi.Mi
of first sergeants, to the parade ground, and are there turned
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over to the adjutant. Under his direction the ceremony of

guard-mounting proceeds, in which each member of the new
guard is inspected by the officer-of-the-guard, and the whole

turned over to the officer-of-the-d;))-, under whose direction it

remains until relieved. The guard thus organized is divided

into three reliefs ; each relief is in charge of a corporal, and is

on duty two hours and off, four. In no case, however, is any

man allou-ed to leave the guard-quarters, except b}' per-

mission.

The officcr-of-the-guard, usually a lieutenant, is assi.sted h)-

a sergeant. Thus the camp is always guarded by sleepless

vigilants. The p.itient soldiers pace tlieir beats with ceaseless

tread, in summer and winter, through storm and sunshine,

daylight and darkness, with his faculties alert that he may see

if any danger approaches ; while, when "off post," any case of

disorder may be committed to his care. It is needless to say

that calls froni within, for his services, are more frequent than

from without. Thus is the good order and safet)' of the

camp preserved, from the hour of its formation to that of its

abandonment.

The surgeon's call is sounded soon after breakfast, when

eacli soldier suffering from ill health is expected to report to

one of the surgeons. If the sickness appcnrs to be

sufficiently serious, he is excused from duty. If medicine is

needed, he is furnished with a [)rescription with which he

seeks the hospital steward, the pharmacist of the regiment,

where it is filled. If special treatment is necessary, he is sent

to the regimental hospital, or if the case is more serious, to

the general hospital. If the case is chronic, and tiicre are no

hopes of recover}', he may be discharged because of disabil-

ity. During the history of the regiment, one hundred and

eight men died of disease, and one hundred anil fifty were

discharged because of disability.

Good discipline cm be secured "nl\- by constant drill.

Klleness le.ids to demoralization. When General Grant took

conmnand of the troops wiiich afterwards invested Vicksburg,
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iic found some of them employed in digqing a canal for the

tiirnint; of the channel of the ri^'cr. In this n'io\'ement the

;^riMt soldier had but little confidence; however, he allowed

:lic work to proceed. He says, " I let the work go on, be-

lieving that emplo}'ment was better than idleness for the

in-.n." But in the estimation of the average volunteer, that

l.ibor seems useless, which brings no immediate return. And
yrl. effective drill is to the soldier, what the gymnasium is to

the athlete. It is an indispensable condition for efficiency in

.aM'\ice. When in active campaign, or when heavy drafts are

made on the men for picket or guard duty, the drill is

finitted, but otherwise, never. Trained at West Point, our

Colonel brought to Camp Chase, as to all other camps, some-

thing of the discipline in which he had been educated. Evety

da\- sounded the call for drill. Every day had its allotted

ta->l:. Me strove to secure efficiency in every department.

.Moreover, he now had time to " size up " each of the

CDmmissioned officers and to judge of their ability for their

respective positions.

Before leaving camp, it was understood that certain of the

conimissioncd officers had received a summons to appear be-

f 're an examining board at General Casey's headquarters, to

^^how their proficienc)^ in military affairs. This summons was
supposed to be a lu'nt that their resignations would be

accepted. The early removal from the camp, alone prevented

ihe examination. What would have been the result of a

volunteer officer "just out," in the hands of an examining

board of regular arm\' officers, is not difficult to determine.

Severe as this might seem to some, no one can doubt that it

was best for the regiment. Though the examination never

came off, )-et within one month, seven of the line offiers had
resigned, and before Christmas, just one third had left for

lionic. How many of these resignations were })rompted by a

'i:nni()ns to apj)ear before t!'c hr>ard, or, l!(-)\\ many received

If "HI the Colonel the indorsement, " approved for the good of

ihe service," is not known. Very certain it is that many
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officers hastened their departure because of the threatened

examination. Vet it must be added that one, and possibly

more, who were summoned, remain.ed witii the regiment and

earned a place among its most efficient officers.

The routine of camp life is varied on Sunday, when inspec-

tion takes the phice 'f drill. In full uniform the regiment is

called out and the line is formed, when every article belong-

ing to the soldier, including clothing and equipments, is ex-

posed to the view of the colonel, who learns by this process,

not onl)' what each enlisted man has, but in what condition he

keeps his i)osscssiuns. Is his gun well polished and free from

rust? Does he wash his underclothing regularly? Does

lie observe cleanly habits ? Company quarters, too, are

inspected ; no part of the camp escapes. The following

gives a program of the first Sunday spent in Camp Chase,

as found in a letter written by one of the men :
" In the

morning I was awakened from sleep b}' the drum, at half-past

five. Then we had to prepare for inspection at eight o'clock,

this lasted two hours. At eleven we had preaching services

conducted by the chaplain. At, three o'clock some of the

more devout gathered in a Bible cl.i^s. At half-past five was

.dress parade, and so ended the da\-."

f"Wms

afb^
LINC-UP FOR COFFEE I'
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On September 20th occurred tlie first i^rand review of

General Casey's division, beinc;' the first in which our regi-

ment ev^er bore a part. The distance marched was consider-

able, the delay incident to such occasions unusuall}' long, and
the weather uncomfortably hot. Though this review gave

to us some sense of our importance, as we saw for the first

time that we were a part of a great army, )'et the general

comment of the boys, as the_\- returned to cam[) and removed
their equipments, was to the effect " a good deal of work for

very small returns." h'or this occasion the soldiers recei\ed

their dress coats. Only one thing now remained for a com-
plete equipment, namely, shelter tents. As we here occu-

pied "A" tents, we did not feel the need of them im-

mediately, but after breaking camp we found ourselves with

no tents at all.

After tweK-e busy da\-s we left our first camp, and in

answer to McClellan's call for re-enforcements, joined the

Army of the Potomac. The officers now came down to

small valises for their baggage, while the rank and file left

their knapsacks to be transported later. The railroad was

sc\crel)- t.ixeci It) rc.-^jxMid to all the calls for nK)\ing tmofis.

lience there were frequent dela\'s. Orders to march reached

our camp late at night, September 28th.
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Says the officer of the guard in writing home :
'* Last night

about twelve o'clock orders came to our regiment as well as

to others adjoining to be ready to leave early next morning.

The scene was full of interest. The previous stillness of the

night gave way to the noise of busy activity. Lights were

seen going from tent to tent, and the command heard, ' Turn
out and be ready to march in the morning.' Then the sound

of axes was heard cutting wood for the company cook, and

the bustle continues increasing until daylight."

The regiment was formed for marching in the early morn-

ing and expected to move at once, but orders came to return

to camp and wait until next day. Next morning we reached

the city and spent the greater part of the day in Pennsylvania

Avenue. At night we encamped on the lawn east of the

Capitol building. Never aftenvards did we find grounds

prepared with such elaborate care or occupy a ground with

such costly surroundings. Some of the men took advantage

of the opportunity during the evennig to visit the Capitol,

where they found nearly a thousand of wounded, from the

battle of Antietam, fought a few days before. The halls and

corridors had been given up to the surgeons for a temporary

hospital.

By four o'clock next morning, October ist, we left camp
and soon boarded cars en route for Frederic City, Md. B)-

eight o'clock that night we reached our destination and

encamped in the dark as best we could in the suburbs of

the town. On the second day following, October 3d, we
left for Sandy Hook, near Harper's Ferr}^ On the way we

found a valley scarcely wide enough for a public highway.

Here was a narrow road, bounded on one side by the

Potomac River, and on the other by a steep hillside, differing

in its ascent but little from the rc'of of a house. At seven

o'clock at night the only alternative for us was cither to

march some miles farther in se-arch of level gr(.>und or cn-

catnp un the steei) hillside. The Colonel chuse the latter,

and our camp for this night was unparalleled for its uneven-
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ncss. The following is copied from the diary of one of the

men: "I placed some large stones, by my side to keep me
tVoni rolling down hill. I awoke towards morning to find

myself some distance from where I went to sleep, by the side

of another soldier, who had likewise rolled out of his own
nest. I got up feeling cold, rubbed my eyes, and wondered
\ here I was. I thci. went to the bed I had prepared the

ni;4ht before, and found my blankets all safe. Upon looking

around, I found that others were in the same fix as myself"

Next day. in continuing our march, we passed through
ilaiper's Ferry, on our way towards Pleasant Valley. Dur-
ing the day, we met for the first time a squad of a dozen or

more rebel prisoners. In contrast with our newly uniformed

men, th.ey appeared as though coming from a desolate

country. In the evening, we reached a level field from which
a crop of oats had been harvested, and went into camp.

Next day was Sunday and we remained in camp. Colonel

Dutton called on General Rurnside, in command of the Ninth
Corj)s. The Chaplain preached as usual, and after sunset,

accompanied by the Lieutenant-Colonel and a few others,

repaired to tlic Potomac, flowing between our army and the

enemy, and there baptised one of the regiment. Next day
we reached Pleasant Valley and went into the camp which we
were destined to occupy for a period of three weeks. We
were assigned to Brigadier-General Harland's command of the

Second Brigade, Third Division, Ninth Army Corps. Asso-
ciated with us in the brigade, were the Eighth, the Eleventh,
and the Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers, and the Fourth
Rhode Island. Here, as in many other places the plan of
the camp must yield to the inequalities of the ground, that

sloped somewhat to the south. The line of headquarter
tents, instead of being parallel, was at right angles to the

Company officers, while in the space formed by the angle,

^''-re tile tent-^ (-f the enlisted nv/n. .*\ s..nieuhat diiapitated.

"•tone wall separateil the [)ar,uIe-ground from the camp of tJie

regiment. However, we made the best of our quarters, and
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the time was improved by daily drills, which soon showed

their effect upon the appearance of the regiment.

During our stay at this place, the roads were good and the

weather favorable for military movements. The commander
of the Army of the Potomac, now considerably strengthened

by re-enforcements, received repeated admonitions from

President Lincoln, to move on in pursuit of the enemy. But

General McClellan claimed that his troops needed more

clothing and equipments, and was ne\'er ready to go. " But,"

said the President, " The enemy need shoes and clothing, and

yet they march. Why cannot our men ?"

Our stay here -was a time of great pressure upon

McClellan, to improve the favorable season for an active

campaign. I^Iuch valuable time, doubtless, was wasted in

delay. If a Grant had been in command, probabl)' our sta}'

hc:re would ha\'e been shortened many days. Arid yet our

regiment was one of those which gave rise to the complaint of

a destitution of clothing and equipments. We had no tents

for the men, and the rubber blankets were turned from their

designed purpose of protecting the body from the dampness

of the ground, to be used as tents for protection from the

chilly dews of night, and later from the driving rain. S:i\"s

one of the men :
"

I have been awakened from sleep at

night, many a time, to find myself s^)aking wet by the pour-

ing rain." And )-et we gained nothing by remaining here.

It would have been as well for us to have been on the march,

as to have remained in camp, so far as being destitute of tents

was concerned. Hut few events of interest are on record

respecting the reginiL-nt while here A icw improved the

opportunity to visit the battlegruuiu! of Antietam, scarcel)- a

month old, and some ten miles distant.

August iSth. the occuixmts of the hcadc[uarters of our

regiment received a visit from General Burnside, who was

accompanied b)- the \sife of General McCIelLin aiul others.

\\"hilc v.e were u. tiling here, there a[)i)e;ired a man dressed in

citizen's clothes, who sought and obtained from the Colonel
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{K."rmission to sell patriotic sonLjs among the boys. Possessed

i.r a <^ood voice, he sang not a little to the great interest and

|.ii-a-^ure of the camp. He only regretted, as he claimed, that

\m- CDuld not carry a musket in defense of the Union. But

.'.tierwards it appeared that this same person was arrested at

iMcderick City on the charge of being a spy.

Apparently small events sometimes change the history of

inJ'\iduals, and communities. We know not by what means

our regiment was selected to re-enforce the Army of the

1'. itumac, yet I am sure we shall always be proud of the day

tliat in any way cast in our lot wnth this world-renowned

.;rniy; for to it was gi\en the most important mission of the

\-. ar. as. it was required to guard the Capital of our Nation,

'Ml the one hand, while it attempted to capture the Capital of

the Confederacy on the other. It had opposed to it, the most

t'Tmidablc army of the enemy, commanded by their most

efficient General. The work accomplished by this An^y of

the Potomac, may be seen in the fact that out of the twelve

great battles of the war, in which on an average 15,000 men
V. Lie lost, all but three were fought b\' this army. In its

i-iilire history 48,902 were either killed in battle, or died of

wuunds—nearly half of the number reported as killed in

hatile during the war. Its aggregate losses were 242,750.

We give the above on the authority of Major McGinnis, in an

'^ration before the Army of the Potomac. As Chauncy Depew
has well said, " To the Army of the Potomac belongs the

iinijqualled distinction of being its own hero. It fought more
battles and lo-^t more men than all the others. It shed its

blocd like water, to teach incompetent officers the art of war.

and political tacticians the foll\' of their plans ; but it was
always, the same undismayed and invincible Arm\- of the

I'l'tumac. Lo\-al ever to its mission and to disci[)line, the

"Illy sound it gave in pr<>tr-t to the murderous folly of

ea!)iiu:ts and generals, was the crackling of bones, as cannon

balls ploughed tliRnigh its decimated ranks * * * .in-

ne.xible of purpose, insensible to suffering, inured to fatigue,
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and reckless of danoer, it rained blow upon blow upon its
hero.c but stasgerin^^- foe. a.id the world gained a new and
better Republic in the surrender at Appomattox. As the
Republic marches down the ages, accumulating power and
splendor with each succeeding century, the van will be led by
the Army of the Potomac."

Till' v^:^

'*.; u'f ::; n«.
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THE ADVANCE INTO VIRGINIA.

Octot>Qi?-Dc-oerxi."t>ei:», 1S62.

I'roni safe and peaceful Norwich the regiment went by rail

cJiiectl}' to the defenses of Washington, then garrisoned by

the Army of the Potomac, and was assigned to tlie Second

I'rigade, Third Division of the Ninth Army Corps, on Octo-

ber 10, 1862.

The histor}' of the war ])rior to this date need not here

be recounted. Suffice it to say that, upon the whole, the

successes of the Union armies had not been conspicuous
;

but the spirit of officers and men was undaunted, and there

was a general conviction throughout the Arnn' of the P'oto-

mac that, given only a fair chance, it could leach the gray-

coated legions of the Confederacy a lesson that they would

not .soon forget.

On the 28th day of October, 1862, after more than three

week's of uneventful camp life at Pleasant Valle\-, and amid

the historic and rom.antic scenci-}^ of Harper's Ferry, the

grand old Arm)' of the Potomac, under the command of

Major-General George B. McClellan. forded the Potomac

ii\'er at Hcrlin, Aud began th;it long and \\car\- march o{

uearly two huiidred miles, to Fahnouth. \'a., on the Rappa-

hannock river, opposite the cit\- of Fredericksburg, the object-

ive point of the expedition.
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On leaving Berlin we passed down on the east side of the

Blue Ridge through a sparsely settled country and camped the

first night in a grove near what was called Lovettsville, where

we remained one day. Here the boys indulged the natural

propensity of the soldier for foraging. So many left camp for

that purpose that Colonel Button sent out a guard detail to

bring in all the rovers that could be captured. He also

ordered the red to be called every hour, so that it was diffi-

cult to get far from camp. The boys enjoyed a game of base-

ball, notwithstanding the march of the da}- before, and the

prospect of a longer march the ne.xt da}\

Starting at daylight next morning, we encamped, after an

uneventful and easy march, at Wheatland. We found here

some immense stacks of wheat straw which were utilized for

beds, and for one night at least we rested in luxury. There

was some foraging here, but as there were some stray rebel

cavalrymen around, it was rather restricted. About two

weeks before there was a cavalry skirmish here. The next

day we were mustered for two months' pay, which was ver>'

thankfully received, though there was very little use for

money in this wilderness of woe.

November 2d we broke camp and marched twenty or more
miles, camping in a field near Unionville, and in the morning,

hearing heavy cannonading in the front, we fell in and

started on the double quick through Unionville in the direc-

tion of Snicker's Gap, where we found our batteries shelling

the woods. We marched as far as Ashby's Gap, when we
encamped and staid one day in order to give a chatice for

rest, wash clothing and kill " graybacks." The country

through which we had passed after lea\ing Berlin w\as ver}'

thinly settled, and the places mentioned are really only small

settlements, comprising very few houses. There were no

able-bodied nu.n to be s-.jcn, but o!ii_\- a few women and

negroes, the onl\' r(.'[)resenL.itivcs of the " 1'. V \"s," for which

the state is famed.

We left Ashby's Gap November 5, marched all day,
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making about fifteen miles, to Oak Mill, and went into camp
during a cold rain, with the wind blowing furiously. As we
had no tents we passed a miserable night. The next morning
we started early, and after marching about an hour, we halted

about three hours, for the infantry, artillery and baggage
wagons to pass. Being near a grist mill, the boys got some
meal and flour, and found a quantity of potatoes buried in a

garden. Arrived at Orleans, we went iiito camp, havino-

marched about twenty miles, which was a long distance con-
sidering the circumstances.

On the 7th of November it snowed hard all day and was
very cold. We marched through mud and slush, passing
through Waterloo, and went into camp in the woods, where
we built fires to warm the ground, so that we could sleep,

with at least a pretense of keeping out of the wet. This
camp, for the want of a better name, was designated Camp
Near Warrington, but later was christened with the more
suggestive and appropriate title of " Camp Starvation," from
tlie fact that the Commissary Department very nearly col-

lapsed—so much so, that hard-tack .sold for twenty-five cents

a " tack," and scarcely anything could be obtained in the way
of food for love or money. It was said that the rebel General
Stewart's cavalry had cut off our supply train. Whether that

was so or not, the long roll was sounded, and we were
marched out in the direction of Waterloo to support General
Pleasanton's detachment, which had come up with the enemy,
and was being driven back. The rebels, finding that General
Pleasanton was re-enforced, fell back, losing some fifty head of

cattle and about a dozen prisoners. We remained under arms
during the night, and as the enemy had disappeared, returned
to Camp Starvation in the morning.

News that General Burnside had been as.'^igned to the

command of tlie Army of the Potomac, relieving General
McClcllan, was received b\' his old Ni.uh Corps with enthu-
siastic cheering and expressions of joy at liis promotion.

General Burnside was a great favorite with the soldiers
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particularly of the old Ninth Corps, which he commanded
and which he made famous as one of the most efficient corps

in the Army of the Potomac. Me was a large and distin-

r^uished-lookinjT man, and of fine address and military bear-

ini;, and could ride a horse to beat a cow-boy. He was full

of magnetism and military enthusiasm, and his presence

seemed to inspire the men and make them equal to any

endeavor or sn ;rificc. His appearance on an}^ occasion was

the signal for the boys to yell, and they usually did it with a

will. He could not ride past them at any time but they

would break out into cheering, and it was no ordinary cheers

either—they came from the heart. I have seen men lying in

the face of the enemy (when he did not v.'ish them to know
our position, or force) break into the wildest cheering. The
General would shake his hand at them as a signal to stop.

but it would make no difference ; they cheered just the same,

and only ceased when he was out of sight.

And he always rode, as the boys said, " as though the

devil was after liim." I remember particularly one day as the

the whole Army of the Pototriac was marching from Harper's

Ferry to Fredericksburg, stretching out on the road like a

great snake, when we marched for twelve days uninterrupt-

edly, the General came like a whirlwind down the line, fol-

lowed by his staff and some forty ortlerlies. The men
opened ranks and gave him all the road (and he needed it

all), falling back to the fences and cheering like mad. Tlic

General had been informed that the rebel General Stuart (of

Stuart's cavalry) was just ahead and he hoped to capture him.

Stuart learned that Rurnside was coming, just as he and his

staff were sitting down to dinner at a farm-house. So the\'

abandoned the dinner and made their escape. Burnside and

staff captured a good dinner, but Stuart got away. Burnsidc's

body-guard and orderlies at such a time had a hard time to

keep within hearing distance of the General, and they cann'

straggling along after him, imjuiriiig if we had seen anything

of Burnside, and swearing that they could not keep within
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two miles of him. Of course their horses were not as good as

his, atul there were few that could ride as he could, and so

they had a terrible time keeping track of him.

Tlic country through which we passed was alive with rab-

bits, and whenever one was started up the boys would yell

.so that the rabbit would often lie down, so scared he could

not move, and they would pick liim up, and he would be

added to their rations. So whenever we heard a cheering

away back in the line, the men would exclaim " Burnside or

a rabbit," and you could always tell whether it was Burnside

or a rabbit b}- the duration of the cheering. If it was brief

and soon subsided, you could malce up your mind it was a

r.ibbit
; but if long continued and kept coming nearer and

nearer, it was Burnside, and the men prepared to take to the

fence, for Burnside had the right of way. Sometimes we
ui,ui!d hear a faint ciieer far away off, so far that ^ve were just

able to catch the sound, but growing clearer and clearer as it

c.ime rolling along up the lines of that great army, like a

tremendous- tidal wave, until it broke over us, and passed on,

to be finally lost in the dim distance ahead.

On the morning of the I2thi we had bean soup, with plenty

of water, but so few beans that we were very soon more
hungry than ever. We had notice this morning that th.ere

would be no more drills initil we were supplied with food.

Ouring the da}- we received our first ration of hard-tack, ten

to each man, and were very glad to get that, wishing only

that there had been more. Some of it had worms in it, but

we were glad to get anything, and down it went. Cold and
frost and hunger made tliis camp memorable in our annals.

The 15th of November we were again ordered forward,

leaving Cam[) Starvation, and arriving u ithin about ten miles

of Fairfax Station. Here we came kv{)0\\ Benjamin's ]]attery,

\\ hich had encountered a small force of the enemy, and a

sknniish en.sucd, in \vliicli the lebel'^ weie driven back, three

ot their guns being silencetl b)' the first round, fired at a dis-

tance of one mile, and another at the second round at a
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distance of nearly two miles. As this was the first actual

encounter with the enemy, who were easily routed, the men
were greatly encouraged and looked eagerly for more foes to

conquer. Some of them talked rather boastfully of the

wonderful things they would do later on. They learned to

talk more moderately when they discovered that the victory

was not always on one side.

We left camp on the i6th, arriving at night near Warring-

ton Junction, after a long and seemingly useless march in

which we went nine miles out of our way. Since we had

started on this long and tedious march, the men had learned

by actual experience the wonderful adhesiveness of Old

Virginia mud, about which they had heard so often, but o\

which the half had never been told. Many are the army

brogans that lie buried deep in the " sacred soil " on the line

of that long and tiresome tramp. The agriculturist of the

future, as his plowshare shall turn up and disclose these relics

of the forgotten past, will doubtless wonder what become of

the former occupant of those shoes.

On the 17th we marched all day, with nothing of unusual

interest to disturb the monotony, and camped at night at

Cedar Grove, within eight miles of our destination. The

next day we reached Falmouth, immediately opposite Freder-

ick.sburg, having in about twelve days of marching covered

nearly two hundred miles across the unfr iendly State of

Virginia.

Many weary and worn-out soldiers dropped out of the

ranks long before our destination had been reached, and the

rear guard were powerless to urge them forward. And so

with broken ranks and only fragments of companies, we went

into camp for the night, so tired and weary that even hunger

was forgotten, or at least ignored by the desire for rest and

sleep. The long march was ended, and the Army of the

Potoni.ic sifpt at last on the hanks of the Rappahannock.

On the following day (Noveii;ber 20th) camps were laid out

on a le\'e! tract of land just in sight of the city. The Twenty-
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first had never yet received tents, not even shelter tents, and

consequently had to construct rude and miserable shelters

with their blankets, etc., as indeed they had always done since

entering the service.

For days, worn out and exhausted men continued to come

straggling into camp, and it was nearly a week before we had

anything like our old numbers ready for duty. The men

were heartil}' sick of marching, and, for a change, would

have welcomed a sharp and decisive battle.

In fact, we expected that we were at once to take posses-

sion of Fiedericksburg, and from what we could learn, we did

not anticipate it would be a very great undertak'ing ; neither

would it have been difficult at that time, but later, after a

month of delay, during which time the enem\' had labored

night and day in fortifying their position— it was practically

impregnable—a fact we learned by a sad a'nd terrible expe-

rience during those two December da}'s.

No\'ember 21st, a tremendous storm of rain fell and con-

tinued without any cessation until the morning of the 23d,

causing terrible suffering. Our men la)' down nt night under

their rudely constructed shelter.s, to awake and find water

rapidly rising around them and the rain pouring pitilessly

down.

In the morning it was nearly ankle deep, and the soil had

become so soft and muddy that it was useless to attempt to

lie down anywhere in the camp ; and so the men, without

shelter, passed two as miserable days as they had ever known,

some standing witli blankets over their heads as a protection

from the merciless storm, while some walked back and forth

through the mud and rain endeavoring to pass away the

weary hours, while others sat silent upon their knapsacks,

longing for the storm to pass by. And pass it did ; but ere

it had passed away, it had sown widely and freely the seeds

of disease and death in man)- of th.e bravest ;uul strongest in

the regiment. After the storm the men were allowed to go

awa)' into the woods to dr)- themselves by fires made there,
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as the only place free from mud ; and on the 27th day of

November, while Thanksgiving was being celebrated in our

native slate, our bo>-s were busy in moving camp to some

more appropriate ground. The previous camp was ever

afterwards known as " Camp Death," from the fact that so

many lost their lives there from the effects of the storm, and

had been laid tenderly to rest beneath the unfriend!) soil of

Virginia

The remair Jer of the month passed away while the regi-

ment was daily perfecting itself in drill. December came

with its cold winds and storms, and was fast passing awa}-,

and no attack had yet been made upon the rebellious city,

and some had come to doubt whether an attack would ever

be made; but on the morning of the 1 ith of December the

roar of cannon rang out among the hills and valleys, rousing

us from our slumbers, as the very earth trembled and shook.

The battle had began, and was now raging with steadily in-

creasing fury. It was no mild warring of the elements, but a

storm of " leaden rain and iron hail," vomited forth irom the

mouths of hundreds of cannon on both sides of the river,

and shaking the old hills with their thunders, as echo after

echo camcand went, telling the inhabitant-^ for miles around

that the battle of Fredericksburg hail opened, and was being

waged with terrible energy.

The pontoon bridges were being built under the deadl}- fire

of the enemy, who were using their utmost endeavors to pre-

vent them from being thrown across to the opposite shore.

But brave hearts and steady and determined hands had

begun the work and could not be deterred, though many fell

under fire of the enem)-'s sharpshooters conceded in the

buildings on tlie .shore. Nobly they accomplished their

work, and the crossing begati. Rcgnnents, brigades and di-

visions, with colors fi>'ing. and bristling bayonets reflecting

the siinlK-anis from their -iitiering [>wnits. marched gallantl}-

o\er intc the traitorous citw
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At the opening of the battle, the Twenty-first with most of

the otlier troops, were ordered under arms, and towards niglit

of the first day of the battle were marched down near the

ri\er ready to cross. We did not, however, cross until tlie

-;i-cond da>' (V^riday), when we marched over into the city just

at night, stacked arms in the street, and slept in unoccupied

Iniildings and stores. No infantry of an\' account had as yet

Icon engaged, the battle thus far having been an artillery

duel, the sharpsiiooters doing what they could to help it

along.

On the morning of the 13th, the day which uas to close on

a dark and bloody field strewn with thousands of dead and

dying, we were ordercil down to the banks of the river, where

\\e l.'u' during most of the da\', shot and shell passing over us,

and often exploding among us. and se\'erely wovmding several

o{ our men.

The battle had now begun in earnest, and the rattle of

musketry mingled with the roar of cannon, told that the im-

jxitient combatants were hoth' contesting the ground, while

the wounded an.d dying borne to the rear and across the

ri\er. told that man\- a poor patriot was figluing his last fight.

Night was now coming on. when we were ordered to the

front, and again marchiiig u[) into the city, we formed in line

of battle and proceeded to the field, while the musket balls

fell among us, killing one man and wounding se\'eral. Ar-

rived near the battle-field, we were ordered to halt and lie

down until wanted, when Colonel Curtis, of the Fourth Rhode
I-^land, inmiediateh' on our left and in our brigade (the Sec-

ond), was shot from his horse, and his clarion voice hushed

loi(.-\er in the silence of death.

The firing soon ceased as the darkness of night closed o\er

tile scene, and we lay upon the field until the next morning^

ulu-n hostilities having for the present, at least, ceased, we
returned to tlic cXw It w :is exi)ec'u'd th.iL this day (Sunda_\-,

thr I4tli.) Would witness a still mote desiierate battle, it being

ll>e purpose of General l>urnside to charge the enemy's
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works, and, if possible, take them. The battle would be a

desperate one, all knew it. The Twenty-first had been

designated to lead the adv^ance on the center. The attack

was to open at lo o'clock a. m., but the htuir came and passed,

and so did the day. No movements were made, the attack

having been declared too hazardous to attempt.

Monday, the 1 5th, passed, and as darkness came on we
were ordered to the front, again expecting to attack the

enemy's woiks under cover of the darkness. We marched

out, near tlie field of battle, and silently awaited the order to

move on their works. After about two hours or more of \\'aiL-

ing, we were ordered to march as silently as possible to the

river, and now for the first time learned that a large portion of

the army had recrossed while we had been making a show in

front to decei\e the enemy. The Second Brigade now re-

crossed, and we returned to our old camp, worn and wear\"

from the fatigues vi the battle, while the nation mourned the

failure to carr\- the Heights, and the loss of many of her

noblest and bravest sons.

-i-':h'^'

^;..
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OHC-ifi^IPTEE, "VII,

FREDERICKSBURG.

(JDecexn-Toeor, 12-15, 1862.)

Wlien Burnside assumed command of the army, with

headquarters at Warrenton, tliree plans of operation were

possible. He might engage the enemy where he was, and if

successful, follow him to Richmond ; he might move by way
of Fredericksburg toward the Confederate Capital ; or, he

might choose the peninsula route. The plan that the new

commander really favored, as Swinton tells us, was that by

way of the [icninsula. Could he only while away the time

until the following spring, he hoped to adopt this route. Ikit

those in authority would neither tolerate so long a delay, nor

sanction the repetition of a plan that had once failed. Per-

haps from political reasons, or perhaps because of the de-

mands of an impatient public sentiment, an immediate move-

ment towards Richmond was demanded. Of the two cam-

paigns possible. General Burnside chose that by the way of

I'Vedericksburg, the paramount object of which was the

capture of the Confederate Capital. It was left to General

Grant to show, that not the capture of the Ca[)ital, but the

destruction of Lee's arm\', was properly the object of our

ambition.

Tlie l-'redericksburg plan was op()osed by General Ilalleek,

but the President gave his consent. After a short delay, Ikirn-
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side set his whole army in motion towards Falmouth, on the

opposite side of the Rappahannock from Fredericksbur^^^

Before the troops left camp it had been arranged that Halleck

should hasten tlie pontoons from Washington, that the army-

might cross immediately upon their arrival opposite the city,

at least, so General Burnside understood. But when on

November 17th, the advance of the army under Sumner
reached Falmouth, there were no pontoons there, neither did

they arrive until eight days later. This seriously disarranged

the plans of the commander, and it u'ould seem that whoever

was responsible for the delay should bear at least a part of

the blame for the disaster that followed.

At the time when our advance reached Falmouth, the city

across the river was held by only two batteries of artillery,

one regiment of cavalry and less than two regiments of

infantry. Forty thousand men opposed them, and Lee and

his army v/ere forty miles away. If only the pontoons had

been read}- as Burnside expected, the Union army might have

crossed the river almost w ithout opposition, and occupied the

heights for which they fought so desperately a few days later.

Colonel Brooks, conmianding a brigade, saw some cattle

wade the stream separating us from Fredericksburg. He
noticed that the water was not more than knee-deep. He in-

formed General Sumner, who communicated with the com-

mander of the army, asking for permission to cross at once.

But General Burnside thought it inadvisable, and tluis, by too

great caution, a second mistake was made, for there would

appear to have been sufficient engineering skill in the army to

construct bridges, and ample provisions were on hand for

several days. True, a storm immediately followed the arrival

of our advance, but the advantage that would have been

gained by a dash across the river, would have more than

com[)onsated for ever\-thing.

During the few wcclrs that followed, Burnside visited

Washington, asking permission to go into winter quarters.

To this the government would not consent, they demanded a
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forward movement. To the credit of the commander, it

should be stated tliat his original plan was frustrated by the

a[)[)arently dilatory actions of General Halleck, and he was

compelled, against his better judgment, to fight a great battle.

l)uring the delay that followed, General Lee hurried his

entire army to the point threatened, and securely entrenched

himself in a strong position. Let us consider the conditions.

Fredericksburg was located on the right bank of the Rappa-

hannock, in a somewhat broken plain extending from a short

ilistance above the city to ]\Iassaponax river below. This

plain is nearly s..k miles in length, and varies in width from

half a mile above the city to two miles below. Opposite the

city the plain is something less than a mile in v.idth. It is

bordered on the south by a bold ridge, running nearly parallel

with the river, while back oi this ridge is a plateau on which

the Rebel Arm}- encamped as fast as they arri\'ed. As Long-

street says :
" General Lee now concentrated the entire Con-

federate army for the first time, having in all over three

hundred guns. With wise precaution he occupied the ridge

bordering the plain on the south, an.d securely fortified it. He
placed two hundred guns in position so that at least fifty of

them could be brouglit to bear on any one point in the plain

below. Moreover, on the hills behind, ' Islarye's Heights,'

batteries were stationed to repel a frontal attack."

]>ut, meanwhile. lUirnside was not idle. Since all advan-

tages hoped for from his rapid march had been lost through

tlie lack of pontoons, he began to make plans for more ex-

tentled operations. Opposite Fredericksburg, and for some
distance below, the north bank of the Rappahannock rises in

a high bluff that completely commands the city. Along this

bluff and the banks below, our arm\' seized the most a\ailable

points for planting batteries. Not a few of our regiment wiil

remember this becLiuse of the ]);irt they bore in the worlc.

One evening, near 'die first of 1 )ccL-m;)cr, a (.L'l.icliment fioni

our regiment re-enforced by others from the division, amount-

ing in all to two hundred men, with picks and shovels,
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repaired to the bluffs opposite the city. Divided into three

reliefs, we began to the work of throwing up an earthwork.

The city was almost within a stone's throw, just across the

river. There was little to disturb the stillness of the night,

save the barking of the dogs, or the dull thud of the picks,

or the rasping of the shovels in the hands of the men. The
city clock from the steeple of one of the churches, could be

distinctly heard as it called off the hours of the night, and

marked the time for the change of each relief.

The enemy's picket on the opposite bank must have heard

us, but they made no sign. ]^y daylight, the work at that

point was finished, and the men retired to their respective

camps. What was done here was repeated in many other

places. Soon a hundred and forty-seven guns 'were in

position, twenty-two of which were twenty-pounder "parrots,"

and seven were four and a half-inch siege guns. These were

stationed, as General Hunt, chief of artillery, says: "In order

to control the enem)-'s movements on the plain, to repl}- to

and silence his batteries along the crest of the ridge, to com-

mand the town and protect the troops in crossing."

And now that all was ready, the attempt was made to lay

the pontoons. They were to be thrown across the river

opposite the city, for the crossing of Sumner's and Hooker's

forces, and two more were to be placed below for Franklin's

corps. On the night of the tenth the boats were brought to

the bank, and before daylight were slipped from the team and

launched on the river. A dense fog covered the valley and

partially concealed the pontonniers. As the day approached

the enemy's picket, however, opened fire, and re-enforced by

others, soon drove the engineers to shelter. Says Longstreet,

" At three o'clock in the morning our signal guns gave notice

of the encm)-'s approach. The troops being at their company

quarters, were formed immediateU' and marched to their

position al'ing th.e line." llie eiunnecrs in charge of the

lower bridges, under command of Franklin, meeting with

less opposition, completed their work by noon. lUit
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those in charge of the three upper bridges, were met

by such a destructive fire, that they were obliged to

Mispend operations. At ten o'clock Burnside gave orders

to bombard the city. About fifty rounds were fired, but apart

from having started fires in a few places, but little damage

was done. We could not depress our guns to bear directly

upon tlie buildings where the sharp-shooters were hidden.

I>uring the bombardment, fresh but unavailing attempts wtxi:

made to complete tlie bridges. At length at General Hunt's

suggestion, troops were ferried over in the pontoon boats, and

l.uiding on the c^^posite side of the river, soon drove the

Ivcbel pickets from their entrenchments. This done, the

bridges were completed in short order.

If it be asked why the enemy allowed this work to be

acciMnplished, a reason may be found in General Lee's report.

" Tlie plain of Fredericksburg is so completely commanded
by the heights held by the enemy, that no eilective opposition

could be made to the construction of the bridges or the

passage of the river. Our position was therefore selected

with a view to resist the enemy's advance after crossing."

llie bridges being finished on the eleventh, there was no

obstruction to the passing of the troops on the twelfth.

General Sumner had command of the right wing, Frank-

lin of the left, while Hooker, as a reserve, was stationed

in the center, with a large part of his troops not yet

across the river. Many of his troops, however, were placed

at the disposal of General Franklin. Here the two armies

met each other face to face, one hundred and thirteen thou-

sand under Burnside, seventy-eight thousand under Lee.

It shall be remembered that the enemy counted only the

available fighting men, while our report included many who
^vcre detailed as camp or wagon guards, so that the disparity

in numbers is not so great as the figures might indicate. But
il the ei'.emy had fewer troops, they had an immense advan-

t-ige in position. They were as those who occupy the seats

of an amphitheatre, while we were in the arena below, and it
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was our task to climb those heights and drive them from

their position of vantage.

If now we seek for Ikirnside's plan of battle, we find that

apparently he had none. He hoped to gain some part of tb.c

enemy's lines, and thus secure a position from which he could

move in rear of the crest back of the city, and compel the

enemy to evacuate or to capitulate. Then with Sumner's

forces to attack their left, he would prevent the removal of

their artillery in case they attempted to retreat. This would
imply that the greater part of the fighting must be done b)

Franklin's forces. During the day preceding the battle.

Burnside was in consultation with Franklin. The latter

urged his superior to attack the enemy in his front with a

force of at least thirty^ thousand men, by daylight on the

following morning. Burnside left him at six o'clock p. m.,

and promised him that he would send him orders within two

or three hours, or in any event, before midnight. Franklin

spent an anxious night, but received no orders until the

following morning, and then they were so ambiguous, that he

was in doubt as to their meaning. He was to move with one

division at least, to seize the heights at Hamilton's crossing.

to take care that the division be well supported, and line of

retreat open, while he was to hold the rest of his command
in a position for a movement down the old Richmond road.

The purport of the matter was vcr)' cliiTerent from what he

had been led to ex[)ect from their previous conversation, and

it was not received until half-past seven of the morning of

the battle.

Says General Palfrey in "Campaigns of the Civil War:"

—

" It is a pit'ful jMcture, but it is probably a true one, that

Burnside passed the night of the twelfth, before the battle, in

riding about, not quite at his wit's end, but very near it. As
far as can be made out. he decided, to attemi)t to do some-

thing, he did not kiU)vv exactly- wliat. with, his left. If he

succeeded then he would ^X^y bometliing with his ri-dit."
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So fiir as can be learned, the other leading Federal officers

were in no better plight. In place of confidence, their minds

were filled with dark forebodings. Says Mr. Swinton, of The

AV:c' Yo?'k Times, in a report on the morning of the thirteenth:

" It was with pain and alarm, tliis morning, that I found a

general want of confidence and gloomy foreboding among the

officers whose sound judgment I had learned to trust." Thus
dawned the eventful " thirteenth " that looked down upon

the two opposing armies. The plan of the attacking forces

was obscure, to say the least. The leading officers, with

heavy hearts, bore up as best they might ; the rank and file,

i;4nwrant of these circumstances, stood ready, to a man, to

I'xecute any order given ; while the army to be attacked

rested securely in its intrenched position.

The air was mild for the season, the sky cloudless, but a

thick haze hung over the valley concealing the movement of

tlic troops from the enemy and somewhat delaying general

movements. Says Longstreet :
" The dense fog in the twi-

light concealed the enemy from view, but the orders, ' For-

ward, guide center, march,' were distinctly heard at different

points on my right." The first attack of the day was made
b\' that division which was commanded by him who after-

wards became the hero of Gettysburg, General Meade. Sup-

l)orted by the two remaining divisions of Reynolds' corps, he

])ushed his advance forward with creditable speed, crossing

the plain before him, and driving the concealed enemy from
tlie cdgQ of the woods. Sweeping back the right flank of one
brigade and the left flank of another, he reached the crest of
llie hill, and occupied a point on the road that J.ee had con-

structed to connect the right and left w ings of his ami}-, ca{)-

turing in this movement two hundred prisoners and several

stand of arms.

" The attack must be made with one division at least." said

I'urnside. And so it had been, and the division had done
well

; but what could they do now to hold the ground they
liad gained in the face of the most successful of Generals.
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Lee and Jackson, who sent fon\ard re-enforcements on the

double-quick. For want of support, Meade's division was

speedily driven back ; Gibbons' division, hastening^ to his

support, was swept away, and when Burney's division, arriviuL;

upon the ground checked the advance of the enemy, they were

within fifteen yards of his front. But if the gallant Meade suf-

fered this repulse through no fault of his own, within les.s

than seven months he was to witness the more disastrous

repulse of Picket's charge at Gettysburg. By a quarter after

two o'clock the fighting on the left had practically ceased.

At the rigl/. of the line, where our more personal interest

centered, the two corps of Couch and Wilcox occupied

Fredericksburg awaiting orders. Back of the city is a place

known as Marye's heights, where the steep ridge for a little

less than a mile runs nearly parallel with the river. Along

the foot of these heights in the edge of the plain was a broad,

well-constructed road, in front of which on the side toward

the plain was a strong stone wall shoulder high. Along the

front of this, earth had been thrown up, thus making one of

the best of protections for infantry- ; while on the rising

heights in the rear were defenses for sharpsliooters. and earth-

works for artillery wherever engineering skill could locate

them to advantage.

The following description, from Carlton, the correspondent

for The Boston Journal, may be of interest :
" From General

Sumner's headquarters, I have a wide sweep of country in

view. On the right I see a steep bluff behind the town.

* * * At the top of the bluff I behold the house of Mr.

Mar)'e, with breastworks in front of it, on the edge of the

bluff. Half way down tlie street I see a line of yellow earth

and a line of men behind it. I can see cannon peeping from

embrasures. I did not know at that moment, nor did anyone

in the army know, that there was a sunken road running

along tlie base of tiie blulT, and tliat a brigade of Confederates

was lying there in the natural fortification There were three

lines of men securely entrenched. Since then I have stood
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iij)on the bluff with General Longstreet, who kindly pointed

out the position of his troops and of. his cannon, planted to

sweep every rod of ground between the bluff and the town.

His chief engineer, after placing the cannon in position, said.

" General, Wq still some guns left." " Can't you put them in

somewhere ?" " I don't need them. You couldn't rake the

field with a fine tooth comb more completely than I can with

ni)- batteries," the chief engineer replied.

Between these defenses in the city at distances of seventeen

hundred yards, as General Hancock estimates it, the plain was

somewliat broken. \^et to reach these heights our army must

ciiarge over this plain, subject to the most destructive fire of

both artillery and infantry. At eleven o'clock Burnside gave

the command for the assault of these heights. General

h'rench's di\ision of Couch's corps was the first to advance.

They moved out of the city by the two roads ; crossed a

canal on imperfect bridges, and went forward in face of an

artiller)' fire that made gaps in their line that could be seen

b)- the enemy a mile away. Then pausing behind a slight

rise of ground to form in brigade front, they moved forward

with dauntless courage to face one of the most murderous

fires in the whole history of war. They advanced until within

close pro.ximity to the stone wall, when they fell back with

the loss of twelve hundred men. Next the division of Han-
ci:^ck, " the superb," moved forward to within twenty-five

paces of the stone wall, and fell back, losing two thousand

men, or forty per cent, of its strength. Then followed Mow-
ard's division, with a loss of eight hundred and seventy-seven

men.

It was now half-{)ast two in the afternoon, and the second

cor[)', had spent its strength. An order was sent to General

Franklin to renew the battle on the left and to attack in force

along his whole line. But it appeared to be late in the day
for >uch an exlemled attack; beside^, in \icw of the morning's

e.\[)crience, he evidcntl)- had no faith in such a nunement.
He took upon himself the responsibility of ignoring the order.
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This doubtless was well for the Army of the Potomac, but it

cost him dear, for from this time he dropped out of the his-

tory of the war. xMeanwhile Sturges' division of the ninth
corps was ordered to make a fourth attack upon Mar>-c's
heights, only to be driven back with a loss of one thousand
and twenty-eight men. This was followed by Griffin's divi-

sion of the fifth corps with a loss of eight hundred and
eighteen men.

But the ill-fated day drew at last to a close. The left wing
under Franklin was idle, and the right wing had been re"^-

pulscd five successive times, as by divisioji front it had charo-ed
the enemy's position. He who was once hailed as the hero
of Roanoke Island and Newburn, had, for some reason or
other, attempted the impossible. Says Swinton, who spoke
from personal observation, " There now grew upon his mind
something which those around him saw to be akin to desper-
ation. Riding down from his headquarters to the bank of the
Rappahannock, he walked rapidly up and down, and gazing
over the heights in front of him, exclaimed excitedly. ' The
heights must be carried to-night.' " An order was sent to

Hooker, and Humphrey's division moved forward to the
assault. Hastily investigating the conditions, Hooker was
convinced that further fighting was u.seless.

Hastening to his almost demented superior, he attempted
to dissuade him from any further attack. But in vain.

Humphrey's division after sunset moved forward over the ill-

fited ground that had witnessed the defeat of five successive

assaults, made one of the noblest charges on record, lost

seventeen hundred men out of four thousand, and failed like

its predecessors. Notice the conditions as described b}-

Longstreet
: "Humphrey is to charge with two brigades,

while behind the stone wall there were three. The men were
stationed there four deep

; the rear lines loading while the
front would fire."' The stone \\,i!l was a sheet of fiames that

envclo])ed the front and Hank of the enemv. With tins
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almost desperate assault closed the history' of this eventful

day.

We will now go back a little to consider the part the

Twenty-first took in these events. General Gettey's division,

to which the regiment belonged, lost two hundred and eighty-

four men. Our regiment was called out from its camp on the

morning of the day preceding the battle and marched upon a

field that sloped toward the river. We stacked arms and

waited our turn to cross. W^hile waiting, some enterprising

speculator appeared, having come from across the river, bear-

ing a heavy load of tobacco, spoil gathered from the hostile

city, which he sold cheap, to the great delight of our nien.

Hut we were not allowed to remain long in pjeace. The

enemy had caught sight of us and were training their guns.

Si)on a shot passed over our heads, with its dismal, threaten-

ing music, at which the whole regiment made obeisance, as

does the full-grown grain before the passing breeze that pre-

cedes some threatening storm. Then a shell, more accurately

directed, fell in the midst of a neighboring regiment. Speedily

we withdrew to a more secure place.

Late in the afternoon we crossed the river, and abode in the

city for the night, finding a resting place in the streets, or in

the houses as was most con\enient. During the next day we

were held in reserve till late in the afternoon, being stationed

on a street running parallel with the river, and very near to

the pontoon bridge. Mere we witnessed in part the passing

of the teams, between the right wing in front of us and the

b<ise of supplies on the opposite side of the river. Ambulances

ako were busy caring (or the disabled. Frequently the

wounded would return on foot if the hurt was not too

serious. In the earl}- part of the day, we heard with a good

deal of enthusiasm of the success of General !^Icade's division.

Hut, as the hours passed by. the news of success on the left

V.MS folunved h\- reverses. The firing at our front wws kept

V!p with varying intensity. There was no news of victories

gained. It was ominous. Yet it was our first battle, and wc
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were sure that our army was so great and strong, that it

would be impossible to check us. Therefore, the high ex-

pectation of success with which the conflict was begun, was

very slow to yield to the thought of defeat.

At last the sun sank through the dim haze to its rest. We
had waited during these eventful and anxious hours, ready to

obey any order, yet thankful that we had so far escaped. At
length, about sunset, we were ordered forward through the

streets of the city towards the front. Reaching the last street

that runs parallel with the enemy's works, we " filed right,"

and soon halting and coming to the front, found ourselves

facing the eneni}'. Along the side of the street looking

towards the battle-field were scattered buildings, the interval

between them filled with a picket fence. Immediately the

Colonel gives the order, " Forward, guide center, march 1

Get along the best way you can."

Hastening forward, we removed all obstacles not stationary,

and went around those we could not move. A hundred

hands quickly laid fences low on the ground, while companies

that found buildings in their way filed aroimd them and took

their places in line on the opposite side. Leaving the cit\-

speedily in our rear, we hastened over grcund somewhat un-

even, and soon readied the field of battle as the earl)- twi-

light faded into deeper darkness. Our advance was about the

time of the gallant charge of Humphrey's division. It was a

wild scene in the gathering darkness of that lurid night, with

shot and shell flying over our heads, the incessant fire of

infantry from behind the stone wall repelling the charge, and

the rapid firing of cannon t'rom the rising ground along the

heights. Scarcely had we halted, when a caisson just in

front of us, hit b\- a shell from the enemy, was blown up

in a blaze of fire, scattering with fearhd n<:ii>e, shot and shell,

and broken pieces of boards in e\ery direction. But with the

api^roach of darkness tlierc cp.n^ic a cessatir-n of hostilities, and

soon comparative quiet reigned. From a barn nearb)-, many
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of the soldiers supplied themselves with hay. And here, after

the excitement of this eventful day, we rested for the niy;ht.

" Our bugles rang truce, for ihe night cloud had lowered,

And the sentinel stars set their watch in the sky
;

And thousands had sunk on the ground overpowered,

The wearied to sleep, and the wounded to die."

Before liGjht on the following;- day we were withdrawn from

tlic field and moved back into the cit)-. But scarcely had wp

finished breakfast when we learned that Burnside purposed to

renew the battle immediately, charging Marye's heights with

the entire ninth corps, commanding the charge in person, fie

designed to move forward, left in front. As our regiment was

near the extreme left, it would h<ive brought us in front. The
enemy were already aware of this contemplated movement, as

at twelve o'clock of the preceding night a dispatch-bearer had

been captured with the information that l^urnside was to

renew the battle in the morning. Mad wc made the charge,

we should have found the enem)' prepared to meet us ; but

fortunately, through the remonstrance of subordinate officers,

this audacious command was never carried into execution.

What would have been the result to us if the charge had

been made is not difficult to determine. We must have been

a torn and shattered regiment, and many of us who now \\\c

to read an account of the battle would then have filled un-

marked graves. But no one can know the feelings that pos-

sess the soldier who waits long hours in expectation of en-

gaging in a charge, save those who ha\-e experienced it.

There is less heart-sickness in the marching forward into

battle than in the anxious waiting, for in the former case the

nu'nd is occupied with something to do, in the latter it is filled

with deep forebodings.

When, however, the anxict\- of the coming charge gave

way to the realization that it wnukl not be attempted, (nir

stay in the cit\- became more jileasant. Kiupt\- houses were

used as hospitals. The soldiers found in the deserted stores
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provisions that supplied their wants, while in the vacant shops

and yards was found fuel for cooking our newly gained suj)-

plies. Thus were passed the two days following the battle.

The wounded were transported across the river, back to the

old camp or to the hospitals farther north. On the night of

tiie fifteenth we were again ordered forward to the battle-field

as a picket line. The movement was made in silence, com-

mands must be given in whispers. After a short stay wc
again moved back through the city, then over the pontoon-

bridge, covered with soil to deaden the sound, then back to

the camp, which we welcomed with no little satisfaction. Our
loss had been slight, only six wounded, none killed. Respect-

ing the conduct of the regiment in this its first experience

under fire, the Cr)lonel reports :
" It is my duty and pleasure

to testify to the gallantry, coolness and enthusiasm displayed

by the regiment during the time it was under fire, and to the

fortitude and alacrity with which the men fulfilled every duty

required of them, during this day of excitement and suffering.

The officers in particular have, without exception, shown

themseh^es well worthy the trust reposed in them."

Of the battle, as a whole, it will ever stand as an example

of l)ra\-e fighting on the part of the men and poor gcneralshi[:>

on the part of the leader. Says the corre>j-)r)ndent of The

London Times, at General I.ee's headquarters :
" That an\-

mortal men could have carried the position before which they

were wantonly sacrificed, defended as it was, seems to me idle

for a moment to believe." It takes its place among the twelve

great battles of the war. On our side the losses were, 1,284

killed, 9,600 wounded, 1,769 captured or missing ; total,

12,653. The los.^es on the Confederate side amounted to 60S

killed, 4,1 16 wounded. 653 ca[>turecl or missing; total, 5.377.

While with us aficr the battle there was discouragement and

the consciousness of defeat, in the enemy's camj) there were

liigh hopes that soon tlic war vnouIi] ce.i^e, witl) a recognition

of the Southern Confederacy. Says General Longstreet

;

" General Lee went down to Richmond soon after the battle
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to prepare for active operations, and returned with the infor-

mation that c^old had gone up to two hundred in New York,

that the war was over, and peace would be announced in

sixty days, tliat it would be useless to harass the troops by
winter service."

A CALL FOR VOLUNTELRS.

CORPORAL PALMER'S NARRATIVE.

At the time of the great battle of Fredericksburg. 1S62, I

was a boy seventeen years of age, full of patriotism, as Con-
necticut boys have been in all of this countr}''s struggles. I

was a member of the third division of the famous old Ninth

Corps, Rurnside's former command, which the General held

in reserve in the streets of Fredericksburg, until the last after-

noon of the desperate fight. The plain in front of Marye's

heights, and the fatal stone wall, was the scene of many
brave charges of brigades, whose sacrifices are now a part of

the Nation's history. Preparations began early in the day of

December 13th. About 1:30 p. m., the second division, Ninth

Corps, was directed to charge on the Hazel Run and Willis

Hill front. At 4:30 p. m. there came a hurry order to the

third division to go to the support of the second, and away
we went, glad to take an active part, as we had been under

fire more or less, for two or three days. As soon as we
cleared the cit\- streets, moving by the right flank, the Twent}--

first on the right of division, we v, ere exposed to a perfect

shower of bullets and exploding shells from a general attack,

\\\\k\\ w.is taking i)lace all along the front. L'ndcr this

terrible hre we formed and moved forward towards tlic line of

battle, tile company to which I belonged, marching through
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the back yards of the houses for two or three blocks, and we
had a h'vely time in puHing up and breaking over the numer-
ous fences to keep up with that part of the line which had
less obstructions. We approached the scene of operations

until the right of regiment reached the railroad at the depot,

extending to the left through some brick kihis, a light batter)-

of four pieces, situated on a low ridge in front of the left of

regiment, shelling the enemy, whose front was near, as fast as

they could fire the guns. We were ordered to lie down,
which we did in short order, and settled ourselves into the

soft clay of the brick yard, which offered some degree of

shelter from the iron and lead which was flying so furiousl>-

around, and dangerously near, our heads. 1 noticed that it

was owing to the nearness of the batter)-, that we were
favored by so generous a portion of the enemy's ammuni-
tion. After a time the fire slackened, our assault having met
with a bloody repulse, and, as it pro\'ed, maneuvers were
immediatel)- ordered to make one more grand final charge
and end the battle.

As the attack ceased and the firing had become desultory, I

raised up on my elbow s ; the colors of the regiment brushed
my face. Pushing the flag aside, I glanced up and down the

line. The regiment appeared like two rows of dead men,
everyone except the Colonel, with his head, face down, as low
as possible. Wondering what tlie next move would be, I saw
the captain of the battery running towards the regiment.

Arriving near, he called, " Where is the commander of this

regiment ?" He was answered that the Colonel was with the

colors. Arriving near the Colonel, he repeated the question.

The Colonel, who was on his knees, rose up and answered the

captain's call. The captain, hurriedly saluting, said, " For
God's sake. Colonel, gi\e me six men quick, who know an\'-

thing about firing a gun. I haven't men enough left to work
my battery in the conn"ng charge." Tlic Colonel, facing the

colors, repeated tlie call, adtling. " Six men quiclc to volunteer

to help the captain fight his guns."
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I was the youngest member of the company; had heard

and seen enough for several days, and especially during the

nrc\ious hour, to know the seriousness of the situation, to

rcali/.e the probable consequences of the act, to compare the

exposure on the knoll, with the safety of the partial shelter of

tiie brick kilns.

It took but an instant for me to determine that I would " set

the pace " for that battery. By the time the Colonel had pro-

nounced the word "volunteers," I stepped from the ranks

closely followed by five comrades, all from my own company,

namely: William H. Rogers, Wallace A. Bcckwith, Jared B.

Culver, and John \V. Brewster, all of New London
;
and

Henry C. Lamphere of Montville.

Wc had but a few moments to look over the field and

receive instructions from the sergeant, when the captain, read-

ing the signals from the church belfry, gave the order to

stand by the guns ready for action.

The troops that were selected to make the final attack,

moved forward to the charge. Suddenly the enemy opened

with every gun and musket that could be brought to bear.

As we occupied the only rise of ground on our side, and was

the only battery in action on our left, we found that several of

the enemy's batteries were paying us particular attention, and

that we had to take their concentrated fire. The battle grew

more fierce! Twilight came on—twilight to darkness. The

enemy had three lines of infantry: one three deep in the

sunken road, one in ritle pits on offset back of road, the third

part way up Maryc's hill, with the Washington artillery on

top.

It was a grand sight ! It was a great roar !
One of the

great battles of the war, and proved a terrible slaughter to

the Union side. Our comrades in the rear testify that we

kept the little baUery barkmg. Our commander said our

sncll.- were biir.>tin- .M|uaie in ihc tanks of the enemy, but

our army could not accomi)lish tlie impos.^ible. Tlic heights
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were too strong with earthworks, cannon and men, and the
assault ended the battle for the Jiii;ht.

We were completely exhausted at the close. The guns
would recoil some twenty feet at each discharge, and had to

be rolled into position.

When the order came to cease firing, the sergeant pre-
tended not to hear it. When the order was repeated, the
sergeant said to us, " One more shot for luck." When the
captain appeared with drawn saber, cursing us, he said in an
undertone, " It's the infantry, they don't know when to stop
fighting ;" and loudly, several words that we will not repeat
here.

My Captain, D. D. Brown of East Hampton, Connecticut,
has often told me, that when we left the regiment for the
battery, he never expected to see us again alive. There was
a perfect shower tif bullets around us. They rattled through
and completely riddled a board fence in front of the knoll,

struck the guns, splintered the spokes of the wheels. Sev-
eral men were knocked down by the windage of shells.

Shells exploded constantly over and around us. Several
officers and men were killed, and man\-, including several in

my regiment, were wounded in our immediate rear. We
lived through it all, and fortunately were uninjured. Sunday
morning the captain of the battery tJianked us heartily for our
services, and said, "As no immediate movements seem
innninent, we might return to our regiment," which we found
resting on Main Street. Reporting ourselves to the Colonel,
saluting us, he said. " Are you indeed the six volunteers of
yesterday, and all safely back? Vou may return to your
company," adding, '• I am proud of viy men."

'1 b.e comrades of Corporal John G. Palmer, fin-nished the
War Department with the folI(r.\ing testimonial : Sergeant
John C. Ladd, dei)oseth, "* * ^ Upon the Colond's call

t<M- volunteers Corpi.r.il J,>im Gideon Tah-iier, of Coinpau)' V

,

jumiicd forward at once as one of them, and fou-ht uith the
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battery until the close of the battle, reporting back to his

company the next morning.

"
I thought then and now that Corporal Palmer's braverv-

on that occasion was very conspicuous and commendable, his

position being very dangerous, and for his personal heroism

that day, I do not hesitate to recommend him for a medal of

honor."

Orderly Sergeant Albert Leeds testifies " * * * Cor-

poral John G. Palmer of Company P\ was the first man to

step forward at the colonel's call for volunteers, setting the

example for others to follow. He took an active part in firing

Mie guns of the battery, until the close of the battle. The

battery was in an exposed position near the enemy's line, and

I affirm th.at said Palmer's offering himself voluntarily to

serve with it in such a severe action, was a conspicuous act of

personal bravery on his part, and entirely outside of his. line

of duty. 1 recommend him for a medal of honor, as pro-

vided by act of Congress."

Hon. O. Vincent Coffin, Governor State of Connecticut,

writes the following :

"John Gideon Palmer of this city, has been well known to

me for many years, as an honored veteran of tlie War of the

Rebellion—a thoroughly upright, straightforward, honored

and trusted citizen. He has long been close!}' identified with

the large manufacturing interests in this city oi his uncle.

I.saac E. Palmer. He is a member of our Board of Educa-

tion, director in one of our banking institutions, etc., and has

been in many ways, a prominent, active, and in ever)- respect,

excellent member of this community.

Delos D. Brown of East Hampton. Connecticut, being

tluly sworn, says : That he was an officer of the Twenty-

first Regiment. Connecticut Volunteers, and commander of

Company F. at the battle of Fredericksburg. Virginia.

December, 1862. Late in the ila>- (^f December I Uh. the

regiment was advanced to a point outsitle of the city, known

as the brick yards, to sustain or support the last attempt to
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capture Maryc-'s heights. In front of us was a low ridge upon
which a h'ght battery was briskly engaged in shelling the

heights. During a lull in the assault, the officer commanding
the battery, under great excitement, hurriedly appealed to our
colonel, for six men, quick, who knew something about firin"

a gun, as he had not men enough left to work his battery.

Our colonel at once called for volunteers. Corporal John
Gideon Palmer, company F, the youngest member of the

company, at once volunteered for the dangerous errand, was
the first to run to the help of the battery, and served with it

until the assault ended. His action in so quickly answering
to the colonel's call, was a noble example for his comrades. I

have several times stated, and repeat it here, that I never ex-

pected to see him return again alive, as he with the others

rushed to the guns upon which the enemy was concentrating

its fire. The colonel complimented them upon their reporting

back to the regiment the next day, saying, " lie was proud of

his men."

P'or the gallant, patriotic, and brave action recited above of

the said Corporal Palmer, I earnestly recommend that he be

awarded one of the medals of honor provided by the govern-

ment.

The following extracts are from letters from Alajor-General

Daniel \i. Sickles :

"Dear Corporal Pae.mkr— I herewith return the papers

enclosed with your letter of the 28th instant. They tell an

interesting story most honorable to you. You were as modest
as you were brave, as I do not remember you ever told me of

tiic Fredericksburg incident. It was a heroic act and deserves

the medal of honor you have receive.! for it. It will be a

precious heritage to your family."

" You were a faithful soldier, and your service with me was
always satisfactory. You arc right to preserve your equip-

ments and other memorials of your s-ndicr's life."

" Sincerel)' )"our friend,

" D. E. Sickles, Major-Gcneral."
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Captain D. D. Brown, commander of Company F, also

A iitcs us as follows :

"Corporal John G. Palmer's services after the battle of Fred-
.nck.sburg, were unusual, and in so many different lines from
Ins rcyjiment, that they are worthy of bein^^ put on record.

" In Portsmouth, Virginia, he was detached with three men
to !juard the family of General \\'hip{)le. who occupied a con-
fiscated house, beincT quartered in a Macon House omnibus.
In Norfolk, Virginia, was appointed to duty with the provost
ijuard, while the regiment was stationed in the city. From
Newport News went on a raid up James River with other
troops to Brandon Farms, and helped destroy $300,000 worth
('( Confederate supplies. Received an injury' on this raid, the
disability remaining to this time. Was sent to Mower
Gt'iieral Hospital, North Carolina, for treatment. At his

earnest request was returned to regiment on their return to

Portsmouth, and took part in the execution of a deserter from
both armies.

" When the regiment joined Butler's forces, he was left

Ml camp, but begged the privilege of joining the regiment
uhich lie found on battle-ficid at Jkrmuda Hundred. Took
l)art in rebel attack the same night, p^ew days after moved
forward with skirnn'sh line, and vras within ten feet of his

Colonel, when he (the colonel) received his death wound.
I'roni White House Landing, was sent to Sixth Corps
Held hospital; to Harewood General Hospital, Washing-
ton; to Chestnut Hill Hospital, Philadelphia. Froin
there to Clifbourn l^arracks, Washington. September,
1S64, '^^as transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, and
assigned to Second Compan)-, Provisional Ca\'alr\', and
'put on duty in the city of Washington. Was often on
guard duty at PresidcriL Lincoln's cottage out at Soldiers'

Home. Tlie company served as body guard to the President

tiiton h.is return to Wlu'te. House. Was later appointed clerk
to th.e squadron; January 6, iS!')4. v/as detached by Special

Order No. 8, War Department, to accompany Major-General
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Daniel E. Sickles, who was appointed an Envoy Extra-
ordinayto Bogota, United States of Colombia, South Americ,.
on '• Secret Service " for State Department. Sailed to A.sp,,,-
wall on California steamer. Costa Rica, extending the trip
across the Isthmus to Panama. Took British steanrer Tamar,
to Carta-ena, Santa Martha, and Baranquilla. Went v.[^

Magdalena River to Honda, and rode mule back over three
ranges of the Andes Mountains to liogota, Capital of
United States of Colombia. Was in Bogota when war
ended, and Lincoln was assassinated. They arrived
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on United States Gun-
boat, July 2, 1SO5. In the summer was stationed in

Boston with General Sickles, who commanded Vermont.
New Hampshire and Massachusetts. He accompanied'
General Sickles in November, when the General was
made one of the five Military Governors of the South, com-
manding North and South Carolina, with headquarters at

Charleston. Was mustered out of the service December
16th, at Charle\ston, S. C.

^"Remained in civil service in Charleston with General
Sickles until September. 1S66, when he came north, arriving
home just four years to a day, from date of departure for the
wai

It will be noticed that Corporal Palmer served in infantry,
artillery, cavalry and diplomatic duty, lie has cpiite a bate'li

of papers connected with his army life, also has his whole >et

of cavalry equipments, with which he guarded Abraham Lin-
coln, arranged in a case and hung up in his residence m
Middletown, which he shows with pride to his comrades and
friends.
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Headmuakteks Twextv-First Con'necticut Volunteers,

Camp Oitositf. FkEDERiCKi^nuRG, Va.

December 20, 1S62.

I'o the New London Daily Stay :

A long time has now elapsed and man)' important events have

occurred since my last letter to yon, written while we were in

Pleasant Valley, Maryland. ^Vere I to go into details I might fill

a volume with incidents whicli have taken place since the Grand
Army crossed the Potomac and brought up on the shores of the

Rappahannock ; but minor affairs are of no account and sink into

utter insignificance when compared with such exj>eriences as those

oflast Saturday, December 13th.

We, here in the army, as well as you at home, had been looking

forward from day to day, in exjiectation of a terrible blow being

struck, and at length it came. I write this because we have in our

regiment some faithful, fearless sons of New London, who have

gone forth from home and friends and all that's dear to them to

ni)hold their ci.untry's flag ; who took part in that day's conflict,

and gallantly fiiccd the storm of shot and shell when called upon

by ihcir brave commander to do so.

It is true that the Fourteenth and Twenty-seventh, all honor to

them, were earlier in the field, and got cut up more than the

'I'wenty-first, but we were ready at the word "go," and went. Our

Colonel says of us, having before the engagement had some anxiety

•Is to how we would stand fire :
" I now know that I have a regi-

ment that is second to none in the service, and one on which I can

rely, when the leaden rain and iron hail shower upon us."

Last Friday morning we marched from camp and with the rest

of our division proceeded to the pontoon bridge in expectation of

immediately crossing on arrival. Owing to the immense number
of troops that went before us, we were held back till nearly dark

before we were able to move on.

While halting on the north bank of the Rappahannock we ex[)C-

rienced the peculiar sensation one has when, ht- hears the unmusiial

sound of a >\w\\ \w too close proximiiy to Ins cars. One of these

dire messengers burst among the Fifteenth. Connecticut, just ahead

of us, killing one man and wounding two others. Anoth.er imme-
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diately after burst on our left ; then came the order for us to fill

back out of range, uhich we did. Then we lay for an hour, aril
while thus, General Burnside and staff rode past u.s and as uv.,.l
was greeted with thousands of huz/.as from " the bold sojer boys."
He doffed his hat as usual and rode smilingly on.

Just before dark the order came to m^arch, and away we went
over the bridge and into that hot-bed of secession, Fredericksburg
Our company was quartered in a carpenter's shop, and a mer^y
time of it we had all night long, little thinking of the dangers of
the morrow. Saturday morning came and our brigade was ordered
down to the bank of the river. V/e were to support the center
under General Sumner. Soon the booming of artillery and the
rattle of small-arms told us that a general engagement was taking
place. A twelve-pound parrot shot came whistling over the bank
about this time right over our company and buried itself in the
sacred soil about twelve inches. We all diminished somewhat in
stature, but soon straightened up and concluded we were none of
us hurt. Soon the shells began to drop in the river beyond us,

and all around, till their name was legion; while here we lost four
men \voundtd by pieces of shell. About four o'clock p. m. we
were ordered to the front and away we went with a will.

Passing through the outskirts of the city we were subjected to
another fire of shell and shot. We halted in the street and took it

coolly for about ten minutes in this position, and then marched in

line of battle over fences, tearing them down as we advanced,
through ditches, until we came upon the Fifth Rhode Island bat-
tery, blazing away in good style. It was then evident to us that
we had come up to sup.port this battery It was here that Colonel
Curtis of the Fourth Rhode Island was killed, a minie ball goinq
through his head.

The officer commanding the battery came to us and called for
volunteers to help man the guns, as he was short-handed, having
lost many of his men. Six men, all he called for, jumped from the
ranks of Company F and went on the dangerous errand. (See
Corporal Palmer's narrative.) The night wo7e quietly away, and
just at early dawn wc were awakened f.oni our slumbers by the
crack of rilles, warning us that we were within short range of the
enemy. We were not long in coming to time. On getting into
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line we were marched back to the city to await further orders.

They soon came and were in substance as follows :

The Ninth Army Corps were to storm the batteries by a simulta-

iieous movement at ten o'clock A. M (this was Sunday). Our

brigade was to be in advance, and the gallant Twenty-first was to

lead the brigade. Our dangerous errand was whispered from

mouth to m.outh, and pale faces told the forecast of the dangerous

ta>k we were to perform. I talked with several of our company,

and alihough all seemed to know and realize the danger of facing

those impregnable works, not one talked of sneaking. The com-

mon resolve was, we will do our duty, let come what will, and die,

if need be, like men, in the ranks. The hour of moving arrived,

and the sun in midheaven proclaimed half the day gone, and yet

we moved not. We waited " Micawber " like for something to

turn up, but it failed to '' turn " until the sun retired behind those

ugly earthworks and twilight faded into darkness. Then came the

order, " The men will sleep on their arms ready to move at a

moment's notice." About midnight a volley of musketry aroused

us from dreams of the bloody battle-field and caused us to assume

the perpendicular instanter. It proved to be only the firing of

pickets, and after a few moments' shivering the boys relapsed into

(juiet slumber again. Morning at length came, and after shaking

off the drowsy god, we found we still lived.

After refreshing the inner man with hard bread, pork and coffee,

the impatient query came from all lips, " What's going to be done

next (»" Sure enough no one knew. " Evacuation" began to be

whispered about ; the wounded were being removed north of the

river, and many other little movements seemed to indicate evacu

ation. Thus matters stood—we still in the city, till just at dark a

shell came whistling from a rebel gun right toward us and burst

just across the street from us. It was undoubtedly aimed at our

fires, over which the boys were busily engaged cooking their sup-

pers. No damage was done save the spoiling of an evening meal,

a^ the boys were ob'iged to "douse the glim " at once. Soon

after this we marched again to the outskirts of the city, and lay

there for <..!r,e two hours until ordered to cross the river, which we

(lid :it Dine o'clock Monday niglit. We reached our camp

after an hour's march and were tired enough to enjoy a good
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night's rest, which we got. I have seen it stated in some papers

that the troops were eager for another fight, but I have seen no

eagerness manifested in this vicinity to get into such a slaughter-

house as was the plain where our noble troops were butchered so

inhumanly on Saturday last.

am, yours, etc.,

F. F.

WASH DAY.
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^ALMOUTH AND NEWPORT NEWS.
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Durinc^ our stay of nearly four months at Falmoutli, Vir-

ginia, from November 19, 1862, to the 13th of tiie following

March, some events occurred aside from the battle of Freder-

icksburg worthy of special notice in our history. Of tiiese

perhaps the most grievous was an epidemic of t}'phoid fc\'er

which carried off many of our number. This was directly

traceable to the excessive hardships and exposures of the

march and the camp, lack of tents and unfavorable ground.

Our first camp after reaching Falmouth was occupied for only

one week, and was by far the most objectionable of all. It

was located on a level plain of clayey .soil, with an uneven

surface, caused by the alternate elevations ruid depressions of

a planted field. The depressions between the ridges seemed

well fitted for holding water, which the clayey soil refused

readily to absorb. The weather was threatening upon the

night of our arrival ; the temperature was chilly and the sky

overcast with clouds that betokened speedy rain. Having
just ended a four days' march, the men were too tired to be

particular, and not knowing where they would be on the fol-

lowing day, the\- adjusted themselves for the night as best

they could with only a rubber pouch and woolen blanlcct for

each.





§6 Twenty-first Ueginicnt Connecticut Voliintceri.

No sooner had silence settled over the camp, unbroken save-

by the heavy breathing of the tired soldiers, than the clouds

began to descend. Gently at first, then increasing in the

quantity of rain, and the force of the wind, the storm became
almost a tempest. The tired sleepers awoke to find them-

selves exposed to the storm, or, perhaps, soaking in the pools

of water that formed all over the camp. Rising from their

beds, no longer endurable, they looked around as best they

could in the dark, only to find that all were in a like condi-

tion. Still the rain was falling and there was no sign of day-

light. No council of war was held, yet very many of the

regiment by a common consent, begotten by like interests,

laid hold of as many axes as were available, and proceeded to

the neighboring forest to cut wood and Icindle fires for better

protection. There, with rubber blankets thrown over their

shoulders, they huddled around the fires, striving to dry their

wet clothes and warm their chilled limbs.

The storm continued throughout two memorable da\'s,

leaving the ground, which could not be drained, quite unfit

for a camp. After a ^cw days we moved to another held

sloping to the southward, wheie a light growth of pine trees

and underbrush had lately been cut. In this camp we could

establish good drainage, but we could not escape the seeds of

disease sown by previous exposure. Shelter tents were now

provided for the first time, and we had better quarters, though

nothing to boast of, for December. It was now possible for

three or four men bv combining to have some slight pro-

tection from storms. If our sta\' was prolonged in any camp,

very comfortable quarters could be providetl by building log

houses on a small scale, three or four feet high, plastering the

crevices between the logs with clayey mud, which, when

hardened, will last for a long time, and covering the whole

with shelter tents. In addition to this, some of the more

provident built fire-places that aiT. uded a good degree ot

warmth. Occasic^nally snow would hiil. against which the men

were but poorly provided. hVom the diar)- of one, we find the
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following: "November 17th, Thanksgiving Day. Snow on
the ground ; shoes full of holes and rations short." We were
thankful it was no worse.

Coming off duty after a storm, the officer-of-the-day

writes :
" At half-past five this morning, I visited the guard.

The ground was quite muddy because of the rain yesterda\',

and is now freezing a little. I found three of the guard
around one fire drying their feet and their clothes, with their

guns stuck in the ground by the bayonet. Another was
absent from his post seeking greater comfort by the cook-
stove. Should they be reported it would go hard with them,
but they will not be reported. One evening the entire regi-

ment was called out to support a battery. The night was
excessively cold for Virginia. Some, with overcoats and
boots on, lay down and covered themselves with two or

three thicknesses of blankets "to enjoy" a troubled sleep, and
would awake with cold feet and frost well nigh a quarter of

an inch thick on their blankets, while others would gather

around a smouldering fire and trust to its scarcely genial

heat for comfort. Amid exposures like these, it was not

strange that there should have been an epidemic of typhoid
fever, in which sickness and death visited the camp with

alarming frequency.

One promising boy of nineteen years of age, from a home
of comfort, reached Falmouth excessively tired. When com-
plaining of his weariness in bearing the heavy burden of his

equipments, he was asked why he did not fall out of the

ranks. " I did not think it would be right," was his reply.

He gladly retired to rest with little preparation against the

approaching storm. By early morning he awoke to find one
of his legs soaking in the water. Shivering with the cold, he
awaited the coming day. lie was found by his comrades,
disabled for duty. With delirious nu'nd and an eye alreadv

glazed by fever, he was taken t(j the hosiiital, a small

dwelling, where from twelve to eighteen were placed upon
the floor in a single room. As lie patiently lay there in
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his delirium, he tells his friend who visited him, " Mother is

up stairs; she has a lot of good things for me." Again:
"Mother stays up by your tent, doesn't she?" In a few-

days he was forwarded to a general hospital, where he soon

succumbed to the fever and died.

Another youth, who had left a happy home with fond

parents and loving brothers and sisters, was noticed by his

company officer when at drill to be absent-minded. He was
just a little behind time in executing the orders in the manual
of arms. When asked if he felt well, he rejjlied, " No, sir

;

not as well as usual." He was excused from drill and sent to

his quarters. Next morning, by five o'clock, in his delirium

he reported at the tent of the hospital steward and said that

he had seen his company officers, and made arrangements for

staying in the hospital. Perceiving his condition, he was

taken in and cared f(M- as well as possible. But it was only a

few days before the sickness terminated in death.

Another faithful soldier, so weak that he could hardly

walk, reported to the surgeon at the " sick call." He was

required to rejiort to the hospital and stay there. Soon he

re})()rted to the pli\-sician with the information that there was

no em[)ty bed f(M- liini, and only room enough in the hos{)ital

tent to spread his blanket upon the ground, at the end of one

of the row of beds. He asked leave to return to his own
tent, which was much more comfortable.

In view of all this, it is not to be wondered at that there

should have been an epidemic of fever, that four captains

should be absent b\' reason of sickness, that from our regi-

ment twenty should have been buried in one short month,

not to mentiiin those who died in general hospitals. No
wonder that this camp, so f'.tal to the regiment, should have

reeei\'ed the name " Camp Death." To meet this alarming

increa>L- of sickness. Surgeon Soulc \s as recallctl from the

division h>>spital. wliere \\c had Ijcen on dut)' in caring for

the wounde(.l. New meaMires were devised in the care for

the sick and soon a better condition was aj>parent. A new
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camp was selected upon higher ground, to which we moved
Januaiy 8th. Here we found better quarters for the nKn,

better adaptc' for cheerfuhicss and good health. And \et

the remembrance of Camp Death will never be effaced from

the memories o'i the living. Of the number lost from our

regiment during the entire term of service, one hundred and

fifteen died of disease. Of this number thirty-four died oppo-

site Fredericksburg, eighty-one in all other places ; but some

of the latter number died as a result of disease contracted

here, so that we may safely say that, during the three years of

our service, of all those that dieci from disease, ncarl)' one-

third died at this place, or from disease contracted here,

during a period of less than eleven v,-eeks. In one-thirteenth

of our time of service, nearly one-third of the deaths from

disease occurred here.

Another marked feature of our experience while opposite

Fredericksburg, and following the battle there fought, was

the general feeling of discouragement. But in this we only

shared in the general demoralization oi the whole army.

Says Mr. Swinton in his histor\' of the Arm\- of the Potomac :

" That the morale of the Arm}- k^{ the Potomac became

seriously impaired after the disaster of Fredericksburg was

only too manifest. Indeed it would be imi)ossil)le to imagine

a graver, or gloomier, or more sombre, or unmusical body cif

men than the Army of the Potomac a month at'ter the battle.

As the days went bv, despondency, discontent, and all e\il

inspirations with their natural consequences seemed to in-

crease rather than diminish, until, for the first time, the Arm\-

of the Potomac could be said to be really demoralized."

The cause could not be concealed. It was lack of confi-

dence in the conunander. General Sunuier said in his testi-

mony before the war committee ;
" It is difficult to describe

the state of the arn\y in any other wa\' than b>' saying.

'There is a good deal too much croaking: tiiere is n<.)t suth-

cient ct^'nhdence.'
'" Saws General de Trobriand :

" The com-
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plaints against Burnside were repeated in sympathetic echoes,

as well under officers' tents and around bivouac fires."

It could not be otherwise then that our regiment should
partake of the common spirit of the army, though perhaps
the common cause of discontent was not so apparent as in

some of the older regiments that had more pronounced
opinions respecting the merits of the commanding-general.
Within our own camp it was a common sa^-ing often heard,
" Who would not enlist and get the bounty ?" One of the

officers made bold to express his mind freely respecting the

inefficiency of the commanding-general, and those in authority

in Washington as well, closing his complaint with the words,
" Well, my patriotism is played out." Ikit soon after leaving.

he returned to caution the one who had listened. " Better

not say anything about this at headquarters." This disaffected

officer soon afterward resigned. Could each of the enlisted

men have had the same privilege, doubtless they would have
left by the score. But to their honor be it said, that scarcely

any deserted. Considering the privations suffered in the

midst of defeat, accompanied as it was by excessive sickness

and death, it is not a matter of surprise that many had the

"blues."

Another feature worthy of mention was the attempted

movement of Burnside, frustrated by a storm about January
20th. This time he resolved to cross the river six miles

above the city. As all points were well guarded by the

enemy, he would deceive his adversary by making attempts

at several points. Accordingly wcw roads were cut through
the woods and cavalry demonstrations were made along the

line.

The month had until then been favorable for army move-
ments and the roads had been excellent. On the 19CI1

of January the columns were put in motion. Franklin ami
Hooker ascended the ri\cr !)y p-irillc! ruad- and at night en-

camped in the woods at convenient distances from the ford.

Couch's corps was nmvcd from below Fredericksburg. Prep-
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arations for crossing were hastened on the twentieth. Posi-

tions for artillery were selected, guns were brought up, pon-

toons were within reach, and all was in readiness for the

following day. But during the night a terrible storm arose,

and then, as Sumner affirms, each man felt that the move-

ment was virtually ended. The storm was very severe, yet

brave work was done. The clayey roads became impassable

by reason of the rain and mud. Yet lUirnside, loath to give

up this attempt, persisted in pushing forward the movement.

The teams were doubled and trebled ; moreover, ropes were

added and tlie teams were re-enforced by one hundred and

fifty men, but all in vain.

General Lee discovered the attempted movement and has-

tened to meet it. The rebel pickets at the river bank, observ-

ing the position of the enemy, jokingly informed the "Yanks"

that to-morrow they would come over and help them. Mean-

while the storm continued ; artillery, baggage-wagons and

ambulances were mixed together on the impassable roads.

It soon became apparent even to Burnside that the question

now was, not how to go forward, but how to get back to

camp. Thus, to the chagrin of the bra\'e and well-meaning

leader, the movement was abandoned. He thought he saw a

lack of ccn'^peration on the part of his subordinates and

hastened to Washington with a demand that many of his

leading generals be removed from the army. But th.e Presi-

dent refused to com[)ly. Then Burnside resigned his position

as commander of the Army o{ the Potomac.

]>ut while there are movements that pertain to the army as

a whole, we tind that each regiment has a history all its own,

a wheel v.-ithin a wheel. Perhaps the following extract from

a letter written January 24th may give some idea of our posi-

tion and movements :

" When I last wrote, January 16th, we were under

marching orders, exj'ectir.g to move \\\ a da)- (->r two. In

fact, it would be difficult to tell all tlie orders we have

received. However, I will relate what we have accom-
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plished. On the following morning, January 17th, we early

packed all our possessions, rolled up our blankets, struck

our tents, and were ready for the march, liut we did not

move. That evening Mr. P. came to remove the body of his

deceased son to Connecticut; next day we removed it from

the grave and had it transported to the station. On this day

also orders were repeated to be ready to march, and so we
spent the day in waiting. Before night \V. died, and as we
expected to move immediately he had to be buried at once.

*' On the following day we had the same orders and still

were kept waiting. The day was cold and cloudy, threaten-

ing a severe storm. We turned in for tlie night under the

same conditions as on the two preceding nights, to hold our-

selves in readiness to move at a moment's notice. About ten

o'clock the Colonel's orderly put his head through the door

of our tent and directed us to be ready to march by four

o'clock in the morning. It was now raining very hard. In

a little while he came round again saying that the drum
would beat at three o'clock in the morning, and we must take

our breakfast and be ready to march at any time. Well, we
obeyed orders, took our morning meal at the appointed time,

and as it was raining very hard and our regiment was not

called into line, I lay down on my bunk and slept until nine

o'clock. Then the orders of the previous day were repeated,

and at night we had them reiterated. ' Be ready to move at a

moment's notice.' These were the last orders we received. I

have packed and unpacked what little I have three or four

times."

This letter may give some idea of the uncertainty and un-

fulfilled expectations of the soldier's life. Seldom docs he

know where he is cx[)ected to go or what plans are being

matured at the headquarters of the army. He is never called

into consultation, his advice is never sought; only this is

rcquireii, that Ik- litild liiui-clf in readiness to obey orders.

\'et he is uot without some general idea o( what is to be

attempted. He knows that the anticipated movement is
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at^ainst the enemy somewhere, and in proportion to his confi-

tlcnce in his commandin^^ general does he obey his orders

with trus*- and courage of victory, or with questionings and

forebodings of defeat.

When at Falmouth we were required to take our turn at

picket duty along the bank of the river separating us from

the enemy. Across this line conversation would sometimes

arise. " Saj', Yank, when are ye gwine to Richmond ?"—the

iiail from a Confederate. " We'll get there, Johnny Reb, you
bet,"—the reply. In our last camp at this place we saw,

almost daily, the ascension of Professor Low's balloon.

Rising to as great a height as the length of the ropes

would admit, a good view was gained of the enem)''s camps.

About January loth a new brigade was added to our

division, and our own Colonel, A. H. Button, was appointed

commander. Thenceforth we were to be known as the Third

]3rigade. Third Division, Ninth Army Corps.

Among the days longed for by the soldier, none is more

welcome than " pay-da}-." The first of these after leaving

the state, came January 31, 1863, when we received our pay

from September 5 th to October 3rst. This event was an

occasion for a boom in the sutler's business, as he received

pay for debts previously contracted, and found increasing

quantity of goods passing over his counter.

Fortunately for the soldier, a change of location often

brings new hopes, and opens a way whereby he may escape

the despondency of past failures. This good fortune now-

awaited our regiment. One writes under date of February

6th :
" We have good news, marching orders again. The ex-

pectation is that we go to Fortress Monroe and from thence

to some place in North. Carolina. Only the Ninth Army
Corps is to leave. Many of the regiments have already left and

we expect soon to follow—have been ready all day." The

prediction of the writer was not tar out of the waj-, lor tiie

Ninth Corps was under marching orders to go into camp at

Newport News, and there await further developments. Lieu-
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tenant-Colonel 13urpee was at Washington, sick, and the

major was absent on detached service, leaving the command
for a brief time to the senior captain.

We took our leave of Falmouth, February 7th, marched

one mile in the mud three to six inches deep, found trans[)or-

tation to Acquia Creek in box cars, where we arrived about

six P. M. Before midnight we found quarters on board trans-

ports, and by one o'clock next day set sail for Fortress

Monroe. By sunrise next morning we lay at anchor at

Hampton Roads, and before night found ourselves at New-
port News. We had a beautiful place for a camp, everyone

agreeing that it was the best we had had since leaving Con-

necticut. The ground was level and sandy, consequently

there was no mud. The weather was warm and pleasant, in-

dicating the approaching spring, liie beach was but a {^iw

rods from our camp, while a short distance from the slujrc,

and in plain sight of our quarters, lay the wrecks of the ill-

fated warships, Congress and Cumberland, which less than a

year before had been sunk by the rebel ironclad, X'irginia

(Merrimac). But if these wrecks seemed to humble us, we

could look to the eastward and see the place where the

Monitor met and defeated the rebel ironclad, and sent her

back to Portsmouth never to appear again.

It is difficult for one not having pa.ssed through such an

experience, to realize the changed spirits of the men caused

by our new environment. The sick seemed to revive and all

to move with more life. The tone of the men was more

cheerful, and of our five weeks' stay at this place, the soldiers

carried away nothing but delightful memories. Here we

found ourselves in communication with the city of Norfolk,

to which some paid occasional visits.

During our stay at Newport News there occurred the

resignation of four officers: Surgeon Soule and Lieutenants

Loonard. Miand and Marble, f.ach of the l.ist tliiee had re-

ceived [nomution from the rank of sergeant since leaving

Connecticut. But while these left us, we welcomed one des-
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tined to fill an important place in our subsequent history,

Lieutenant William S. Hubbell, promoted from a nine months'

regiment. ^le was a graduate of Yale in the class of 1S5S,

and a personal friend of Colonel Button.

While in camp at this place we found barracks in place of

tents for our abode. In these there was greater protection

from the severity of the weather, but whether they were more
desirable may be questioned, as huddled together in close

quarters, the soldier loses the retirement and quiet of " family

life," enjoyed when a smaller number occupy separate tents.

The line officers occupied two buildings, one for each wing of

the regiment.

Iwerywhere there is some pest. No place is free. If we
here escaped the lice afterwards found in the " pits," or the

mud so annoying at Falmouth, we can never forget the rats

of Newport News. Especially did they frequent the building

occupied by the officers of the right wing, running over the

faces of sleepers at night, and otherwise rioting at all times.

After some deliberation a plan was matured whereby a cam-

paign was waged against them ; search was made, and every

place, save one, wh.ere they gained access to the building, was

closed. Arrangements were made for closing this entrance at

siiort notice. At night one of the officers was detailed to

stand guard while the others slept. He received orders to

close the opening when he thought the invaders had entered

in force, then give the alarm, whereupon candles were lighted

and warfare began. As a result of this night attack, many
rats were slain with no casualties among the officers.

lint, as in many other places, our pleasant abode in this

delightful camp came suddenly to -an end. While plans were

maturing for better quarters, and the day was spent by some
in transporting timber from the forests to the camp for im-

provement in buildings, lo! that very night nt eleven o'clock-

there came the 11 n welcome order to be read)' to march next

da)' with two days* rations. '
'

.

'





io2 Tivenij'-Jirst Regiment Connecticut Vohintee)

cii-^i^a?Eii?. is:.

THE SIEGE OF SUFFOLK.

-A-x>3r±l-:M:ay , 1863.

While separated from the Army of the Potomac, till we
should again rejoin it at Cold Harbor in June of the following

year, we were assigned to the duty of guarding the territory

alread)' captured along the Atlantic coast in X'irginia and

North Carolina. Among the fiuits of McClellan's campaign

of the previous year, we had remaining in our possession

"Williamsburg and Yorktown on the peninsula, also Norfollc

and Portsmouth south of the James. These places, with the

surrounding territory, were held by the F'ourth Corps under

command of General Keyes. The defense of the cities of

Norfolk and Portsmouth, with SufTolk as an outpost, was

assigned to General Peck's division of the Fourth Corps,

some nine thousand strong. Suffolk was situated some

twenty miles from these two cities on the railroad wliich con-

nected them with Petersburg and Richmond, and seemed to

be their most available defense.

On the previous September, a few weeks after McClellan

liad left the peninsula. General Peck, with his division, occu-

pied Suffolk, and commenced at once to strengthen the place

against any attack of the cncniy. Tiiis was an easy task, as

l.i- right was defended b)- the Nansenumd, a deep and narrow

'though crooked stream, while a few miles to the left was the
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Dismal Swamp. Where rivers did not protect, strong forti-

cations wx.e erected, and by the following spring the twin

cities of the coast had here a strong outpost. Meanwhile the

Confederates, encouraged by their \ictory at Fredericksburg,

began to cast their eyes over the territory already taken from

them, with the desire to have it again in their own hands.

Very naturally they first turned their attention to the twin

cities on the Elizabeth. Once master.s of Suffolk, Norfolk

and Portsmouth must fall. Holding these places, the}' might

again close the navigation of James River, the most direct

route to Richmond.

To secure this, General Longstreet was detached froni

General Lee's army, taking with him the divisions of Ander-

son, Pickett and Hood. A new department was created for

him with headquarters at Petersburg. He consolidated the

scattered troops that he found in his new department, making

a new division, with General French, as commander. General

D. H. Hill was sent into North Carolina to reorganize the

militia and threaten Ncwburn and Little Washington, while

\v-orking in cooperation with Longstreet. And yet the one

point o{ attack toward which these combined forces were

headed was the lone outpost, Suffolk, held by only nine thou-

sand men before they were re-enforced by our division.

General Longstreet, in his account of the war, says that

primarily his move in this direction was made for the sake of

gathering provisions along the coasts of X^irginia and North

Carolina. His attack on Suffolk was due to the rei)ort of

certain scouts sent out from Richmond. They recommended

this movement, as they thought Suffolk could be turned and

captured with little loss.

It was at this time, when Longstreet was beginning to con-

centrate his men on the banks of the Blackstone, some twenty

miles from our outposts, and there to throw up a line of

defense as a prec.uition.uy nicasurc in ca>e cf defeat, that the

vigilant commander of Suffolk called for re-enforcements.

General Dix sent an order to the commander of the ninth
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corps to forward immediately the First division to the support

of General Peck. By chance, it happened that General Sedg-

wick, in command of the corps, was for the day absent in

Baltimore, leaving his command with General Wilcox, com-

manding the First division. Not wishing to take his own

men to Suffolk, he assumed the responsibility of changing the

order and substituting the Third for the First division. By

this, apparently chance event, the whole subsequent history

of our regiment was changed, for being severed from the

ninth corps, we found our field of action after this in the east,

thus escaping the expedition to Tennessee, upon which the

rest of the ninth corps was soon ordered.

The command to leave Newport News came to our regi-

ment, as has been stated, late at night. We were required to

take with us two daj-s' cooked rations. All night the cooks

were busy, and in early morning of March 13th we were in

line and embarked upon the steamer City of Hudson. We
soon reached Norfolk, where we left the boat for platform or

box cars, and a little before night arrived at Suffolk. We
encamped near the railroad about a mile from the village,

which we found to contain about three thousand inhabitants.

Here we remained for the rest of the month, waiting the

approach of the enemy. But with twenty miles between us,

we anticipated little danger, and the time was occupied for

the most part in guard and picket-duty. Though it was now

spring, yet " Falmouth weather " seemed to reappear. Snow

fell four inches deep, followed by rain and mud. We did

little or no drilling. We were provided with " A " tents.

The newsboys regularly visited the camp with New York

papers a day old.

Rumors of future movements circulated among the men to

the effect that we were to be sent west with the old ninth

corps now on the way. While we were in this camp we had

forty cases of measles in tlie regiment, only one of which ter-

minated fatally. Being in close proximity to the village, we

acain felt the touch of civil life as we once more walked the
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streets, visited stores and conversed with men not in uniform.
Here was given the opportunity oi attending church, the first

we had had for six months.

Says one in writing home Sunday, March 15th: "I attended
church to-day for the first time since leaving home. It was
with the Methodists in a fine building, where I found a full

house made up mostly of soldiers of all ranks from colonel to
private. As the minister entered, I fell in love with him from
the first. He was somewhat advanced in years, with long
white hair and swallow-tail coat. Neither was I mistakem
As he commenced the services, his prayer convinced me that
he was a man of God and desired to save men. His sermon
was not what some would call classical, but better by far than
this—he told the simple truth in a direct way that could not
fail to do good. Eight or ten ladies were present and joined
in singing. It certainly seemed good to hear their voices
again."

Though we failed in the usual time given to drill, yet
guard dut\- was enjoined with precision. The Grand Rounds
were made as regulations prescribed both on the picket-line

and in the camp. The following extract is from a letter writ-

ten by the ofncer-of-the-guard :
" I am occupying a tent put

up for the officer-of-the-guard and not permitted to leave till

my time is out. The sergeant of the guard is with me read-
ing. I have in charge four prisoners, a smaller number than
usual. One was put in for drunkenness while on duty, and
has for a punishment to wear a board twenty-four inches long
by eight wide in front of the guard headquarters four hours
per day, with the words clearly written thereon, " This man
was drunk while on duty" The other prisoners are in for

desertion. I have them at work making bunks for them-
selves. One poor fellow put in with the rest of the deserters
has died from exposure due to sleeping on the damp ground.
Two weeks ago while 1 was on guard this .same prisoner was
at work about the cam|), but I excused him, as he complained
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of back-ache. Poor fellow, it is hard work to disobey orders

and attempt to escape."

For the purpose of guarding against any attempt to cross

the river below Suffolk, some defenses were put up on the

south bank of the Nansemond. Along with other defensts

on this line, it was decided to build a fort near the river some
five or six miles below the village. Our regiment was chosen

for this purpose. The announcement of the project was re-

ceived with much satisfaction on the part of the men, as it

was thought we should have steady employment somewhat

akin to the work given to the artillery regiments about W'ash-

ington, who had, as we thought, an easy time. Consequent!)-,

on April ist we broke camp and marched some four miles to

our new destination. The pleasing impression received upon

the announcement of the order to build was considerably in-

creased when we saw the place chosen for the location of the

fort. It was on a projecting piece of land situated in a curve

of the river whereby it commanded the stream both above

and below. Here was a beautiful place for our camp—a level

tract of land thirty rods wide fronting the river and bordered

on either side by a gro\'e of small pines. Witliin the grove

east of the field were the officers' tents; to the west were the

privates', while between was the parade-ground, extending

some distance to the south. The fort was to be se\-enty

paces long on the front side, the walls to be eight feet higli,

the whole to be surrounded with a ditch five paces wide and

from eight to ten feet deep.

In the estimation of many, if not all, we never occupied a

camp that seemed so inviting. Being somewhat isolated we

should have more independence. The open field, the pine

grove, the river flowing close by the camp, combined to make
the place attractive. We resolved at the first to fit up our

quarters for a prolonged stay. The following extract from a

letter throws some light upoii the ways and means for attain-

in--- our end

;
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" I went out to a place not far from camp owned by a

secessionist, where I found other officers helpinc^" themselves

to boards as they could find them. I saw a good pine board

fourteen feet \on^ and as many inches wide attached to the

barn, which witii some difficult)- I procured and transported

to camp. We were all well satisfied with the material for

making our quarters comfortable, more so, indeed, than the

former owner, who, in place of submitting to the loss, ap-

peared in camp and entered a protest against our acts. It

was decided that the boards should be carried back, but not

till we had a good floor for our tent and a table for use

You know that our motto is. " Down with the rebellion.' and

as this man had a son in the rebel arm\-, we thought it no

more than right that we, ^vho have left our homes with their

comforts to endure the hardships of army life for the purpose

of preserving the veiy country he was tr\-ing to destroy,

should at least be allowed the privilege of taking so much

as a ^cw boards to aid in making our quarters more comfort-

able."

Thus eacli soldier strove to make his own abode as con-

venient as possible. Yet we found the work on the fort

somewhat burdensome. Shoveling was not just to the taste

of xcry many of the men. While the farmers and laborers

among us were more or less accustomed to the use of the

shovel, yet there were very many of other occupations, to

whom it was a new implement of labor. However, the daily

detiil was made and the men alphabetically assigned to work

on the fort without regard to indi\idual preferences. Being

somewhat removed from other regiments, we had to keep a

strong guard and picket-force around the camp, for no one

knew when the threatening army from the Blackwater would

appear, neither did we know tlie point he might choose to

attack.

The follovxing experience of an officer in command of

the picket ma\- reveal soniething of what, at times, had

to be endured ; " Yesterday I was officer of the picket
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again. During the day it was cold and cloudy, and ai

night it commenced snowing very hard. My headquarters

were with the reserve, numbering a dozen men, stationed

about a quarter oi a mile from camp. Along the line \\e

guarded we had six picket-stations. We had gathereel

around the fire as best we could, and, with overcoats buttoned

up to our chins, strove to keep comfortable. Some of the

outer stations were not allowed to have fires. During the

night till twelve o'clock the storm continued with no cessa-

tion, then held up a little, and by daylight ceased altogether.

Of course no one could sleep. The orders of the picket were

to halt everyone approaching, and if at second command to

halt, the one challenged does not stop, then fire. Under such

circumstances visiting the picket is interesting work." With

the excessive labor laid upon us, drill and dress parade were

altogether suspended.

After a week's work on the fort, the work was pushed for-

ward with increased energy, and three companies of the Thir-

teenth New Hampshire Regiment relieved us of picket duty.

One hundred and fifty men per day were kept at work on the

fort, sometimes as late as nine o'clock at night. Evidentl\-

there was some an.xiety to complete the task. Meanwhile.

Lieutenant-Colonel Burpee returned to the regiment, much to

the satisfaction of all the men. The stormy weather gave

place to pleasant days, and as the men were o({ duty, the\'

could be seen at work, adding to the comforts of their abodes

or enjoying the intprovements already made. There was a

spirit of contentment in anticipation of the coming summer,

to be spent on the banks of the Nan.semond.

To afford means for meeting our wants, the alway.s-welcome

paymaster arrived and left with each man four, months' pa\-,

being full payment up to the last of February. With the

money just received, with comfortable quarters, and in antici-

pation of a long stay, some of the officers sent for their wives.

" I wish you could see what a delightful place we have,"

writes one, " I am sure you would be pleased with it." But,
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alas ! two hours after the above sentence was written, the

long-roll sounded, and in early evening of April i ith, the

regiment hastily left the camp with the fruits of all their

labor, the half-fmished fort, and hastened back to the camp
they had left eleven days before. TJu enemy have appeared

in heavy force zipon both our flanks.

General Longstreet had not been idle. In order to weaken
the forces at Suffolk, the real place of attack, he had directed

Hill, in North Carolina, to threaten Newbern and Little

Washington. This had been done so effectually, that Gen-

eral Foster, in command in North Carolina, had become
alarmed and called for re-enforcements. As there was no
immediate prospect of an attack at Suffolk, one entire brigade

of our division had been ordered to respond. But, just as

they were embarked on the cars for Portsmouth, news v.as

received from General Viclle, of the latter place, to the effect

that Longstreet was on the point of marching against Suffolk

with all his force at once. This information, received April

8th, only three days before his arrival, was taken from a

Confederate emissary. Of course the order was counter-

manded and the brigade remained with us during the siege.

Three days after this, Longstreet arrived, expecting, perhaps,

to find our forces weakened because of the aid sent to North

Carolina. It was no small army that he brought against us,

consisting of thirty thousand men in four divisions. But he

found Suffolk well protected and any surprise was impossible.

Says the Compte de Paris :
" Suffolk formed a vast en-

trenched camp, consisting of redoubts and lunettes, connected

by a continuous belt of about ten miles in length. Notwith-

standing its extent, the belt was easily defended, about six

miles of it being protected by water-courses. At the north it

was bordered by the deep waters of the Nanscmond, at the west

by a considerable tributary flowing from the right side of the

river, at the northeast by a large stream called Jericho Creek.

At the southeast the belt had been extended beyond this

stream in order to command the isthmus that separated it
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from Dismal Swamp. * * * Xh^ defenders of the place

were fully prepared
; they had .at their head a chieftain and

some leaders whose intelligence and activity compensated for

their small numbers. On the one side there were from nine

to fourteen thousand matched against from thirty to forty

thousand on the other."

While we were thus behind our breastworks, awaiting his

coming, Longstreet, with his large force, reached Suffolk two

days after we left the camp where we were building Fort

Connecticut. With two divisions on each side of the Nanse-

niond he hoped to take the place by a sudden attack, but

found that any surprise was impossible, for General Peck was
well informed of his movements. Then his plan was to cross

the river and attack- from the north. With the two divisions

of ]'>ench and Hood on the north side, he matured his plans

for crossing. But just here he found an unexpected obstacle

in the gun-boats, six of which were above Hill's Point and

two below, soon to be re-enforced with four others from

Norfolk. To clear the riv^er of these boats, Longstreet

planted many guns along the lefc bank, and as the flotilla

guarding the river was approaching the lower Nansemond,

the concealed battery of the enemy opened upon them, doing

much damage.

The defense <)i our line along the river was intrusted to

General Getty in conmiand of our division, who now comes to

the aid of the navy. The battery at Hill's Point must be

silenced. To accomplish this General Getty, with three

hundred picked men from the Eighty-ninth New York and

Eighth Connecticut, being conve}-cd by gun-boats on the

evening of the nineteenth, landed near the battery, ami before

the enemy were aware of wliat was going on they found our

men in tlieir works. One hundred aiid sixty-one rebels were

capturcil with five guns. A strong detachment of our men was

lett in l!ie rediiubt, the ca^iluri- i>f u'liich cost us only fuiir

killed and ten woundeil. The ri\er now seemed secure for

our gun-boats, and Longstreet began preparations for a siege,
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while he awaited the coming of General Hill from North
Carolina with re-enforcements.

Meanwhile there was for us a period of close watching and
arduous picket-duty. To many of us there was little appre-
ciation of our real danger. One poor soldier wrote home :

" To-day the orders were about the same as before, but I do
not see anything of the enemy. If they are going to attack

us I wish they would do it. I am inclined to think it is only
a scare, and that the general commanding is more frightened

than hurt." Perhaps this feeling was shared by very many in

the regiment, and General Peck, an efficient officer, suffered,

in our estimation, as being unnecessarily particular and
cautious.

Our position after leaving p-ort Connecticut till we went on
the Chuckatuck raid may be learned from the report of

Lieutenant-Colonel Burpee. "We remained in support of the

Irish legion on the Pldenton road until Tuesday, the four-

teenth. On the fifteenth, in accordance with orders from
Colonel Dutton commanding the brigade, I moved the regi-

ment to occupy and strengthen that portion of the line of
defense on the opposite side of the town, extending from Fort

Jericho on the right to Battery Onondagna on the left. We
remained on this line until the twentieth. On the twenty-first

we were ordered to relieve the Thirteenth New Hampshire
Volunteers on the line of pickets extending along the river

from the mouth of Jericho creek on the left, to Ixatter>' Morris
on the right, throwing one company over the island in front of
and to the right of that battery. This line the regiment de-

fended until Saturday evening. May 2d, and during that time

there was much firing between our pickets and those of our
enemy, but the only casualty to this regiment was one man
wounded."

During this time our duties v/ere wholly confined to picket-

duty
;

dress parade was held onlv' once during the entire

month. The v.ives of the officers who had reached Norfolk,

in anticipation of a peaceful sojourn at P^ort Connecticut,
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returned without having seen the res^iment. We were heavily

re-enforced, so that we had over twenty thousand men.
Amonf]^ those who came to our aid was the Twenty-second
Connecticut, nine months' mon. In this regiment were not a

few well known to our own men. and camp courtesies were

cordially interchanged.

On April 21st, Generals Halleck and Dix visited Suffolk

and the surrounding w orks. While on picket duty on the Nan-
semond below Jericho creek, which was continued with but

little interruption, there was at the first, frequent picket firing.

The following is from a diary :
" April 251!!. Have to work

nights digging rifle pits
;
cannot work in the daytime, rebel

bullets too thick humming by our ears. April 26th, Sunda)-.

No firing on either side. April 27th. Last night the rebels

dug some new pits, and this morning opened on us. We
kept low. E. D. W. wounded in the shoulder. April 29th.

Rebels opened on us from across the river; bullets humming
in the air, and we giving them as good as they send.'" After

awhile this ceased by mutual consent. While the firing was

kept up, hardly any of the enemy were to be seen, and if we
caught sight of one, he do'Jged promptly behind some tree.

After the firing ceased we could see them in great numbers.

They came down to the bank of the ri\cr and freely con-

versed with our men on friendly terms. They say thej' would

like to hang both Jeff Davis and Abe Lincoln and then close

the war. In their estimation the war is continued by the

officers and "big men." For themselves, they are sick of it.

Some more venturesome than the rest cross the ri\'er on a

raft and exchange their tobacco for our coffee.

When opportunity offered on picket duty, there was very

general courtesy manifested between the opposing lines.

Sometimes unlooked-for developments occurred.

The " Johnnies " across the little river were too well pro-

teeted or at too great a distance to be in much danger Irom

our bullets, so even the pastime oi shooting at them was
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denied us, and after various expedients to improve the situ-

ation, the time still hung heavy.

One morning a few of the members of Company I resolved

that, inasmuch as they could not get near enough to the

rebels to shoot them, they nould make their acquaintance in

another manner, and a plan was matured to hold a " council

of war" through a rank and file flag of truce. The inevitable

handkerchief on a stick was quickly prepared, aiid from

behind a protected spot at the extremity of the point of wood-

land that extended into the swamp between us and the

enemy, it waved for a it-w moments and was answered by

the rebels in a similar manner. The veterans from both

arnn'es promptly stepped out from " cover " and advanced

with that confidence which has always distinguished the

American soldier, that the little emblem of peace was a pro-

tector, and that the truce would not be broken by either

friend or foe.

It was a long stretch of swamjj that the six or eight men
of Company I had to pick their way over before arriving

at the margin of the narrow Nansemond, that divided the

two squads, but they got there, and speeciies were inmie-

diately in order.

" Billy " Patterson (who docs not remember " Billy," with

his fund of stories and songs and rich Irish wit) was loaded

for the rebels, and he was soon giving Yankee taffy to the

dozen graybacks from the Twenty-ninth Alabama, wdio had

leisurely come down from behind their earthworks to meet us_

In the midst of the talk and advice given and received, a

shell from our own Fort Connecticut, just around the bend of

the river, burst so near that the fragments made anything but

sweet music as they clipjjed through the air about us and

resulted in an immediate adjournment of the " pri\'ate " coun-

cil of war.

The boys fron: the Twent\--first, not knowing at first where

the shell came from, supijoscd the rebels had broken the

truce, and started for shelter at a Bull Run pace, expecting to
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be shot at every leap. One of the boys who led the retreat

on the home stretch, says :
" I glanced over my shoulder to

see who were still safe and the sight was indeed a ludicrous

one. The ground was marshy, and while some went down to

quickly rise again, the rest were pushing forward with wild

leaps towards the friendly shelter that seemed so far away.

They all reached the cover of the woods at last badly blown,

but congratulated themselves that they had come safely out

from the "jaws of death," and were covered only with mud.
Those in the rear heard some of the rebels say, " Don't

run, boys
;
we won't shooL" But the panic was on, and there

Avas no stopping until safety was assured. The friendly and

private communication thus opened with the rebels continued

for a day or two with the exchange of coffee and tobacco
;

but as soon as the flag of truce affair reached headquarters,

strict orders were issued, and there were no more " hello,

Yank, or Johnny Reb " while picketing the Nansemond.
For three weeks General Longstreet had been maturing

his plans for an attack. Siege guns had arrived from Rich-

mond and General Hill's division came to rc-enforce him.

He seemed about ready to try his strength against our thirt\'

thousand men. when he received word from Richmond hastily

to re-enforce General Lee. Threatening movements had

developed betv.een the armies of the Potomac and North

Virginia, and what promised to be a severe contest for us, was

suddenly abandoned. At three o'clock in the morning Gen-

eral Peck was informed of a Confederate withdrawal. To
verify the report. General Getty with seven thousand men
crossed the Nansemond in pursuit, while two detachments

hurried over the river below the village. It was left to the

Twenty-first to constitute one of these forces, Major Crosby

commanding, accompanied b\- two pieces of artillery and a

small force of cavalry. This raid is known in histor}' as the

expedition against Chuckatuck.

We quote from the official report uf Major Crosby :
" IMy

orders were to march to Chuckatuck and from thence to
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Reed's Ferr>% opening communication with the Fourth Rhode
Ishuid on my left. The troops were, under way for Chuck-

atuck at half-past four o'clock Sunday morning, the distance

being two and a half miles. My skirmishers came upon the

line of rebel pickets about half a mile from the Nansemond,
their fires still burning. The rebel pickets fell back to

Chuckatuck as we advanced. WHicn within half a mile of

the village, we saw a company of rebel cavalrj- drawn up in

the main street leading into the village. I ordered Lieutenant

McDavitt to open fire upon them with artillery, and the

rebels, after a few rounds, retired to the further side of the

village at the juction of the Reed's Ferry and Isle of Wight
roads. I advanced the skirmishers to the village and moved
up the column. Appearances indicated that the enemy
would make a stand at that point, but they again retired, a

{)ortion of their force taking the Isle of Wight road, but the

greater number retiring by the Reed's Ferry road.

" As soon as my command were in the village. I sent

Sergeant Trowbridge of the Mounted Rifles, and his detach-

ment of cavalry, to reconnoiter the road leading to the Isle

of Wight, and also ordered Captain Spittle, Acting-Major of

the Twenty-first, with Companies A and K, to skirmish

along the Reed's Ferry road. TVom the accounts given by

contrabands at the point, the enemy's cavalry were estimated

at about three hundred strong, and that they had a camp at

Isle of Wight and also on the Reed's Ferry road. I ordered

Lieutenant McDavitt to put the artillery in position to com-

mand both roads until they could be reconnoitered. On dis-

covering that the enemy intended to make no resistance at

this point, the column was moved ahead on the Reed's Ferry

road. Captain Spittle came upon the camp on this road,

about half a mile beyond Chuckatuck,—the enemy had just

left, their camp fires still burning.

" About a mile beyond Chuckatuck, the roads branch off,

one leading to Reed's Feny, the other to ICverett's Bridge.

The footprints indicated that the enemy's cavalry had retired
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by the latter road, but as the two roads ran near together for

a time, I halted the column at this point, put the guns in

position commanding both roads and ordered Captain Spittle

to reconnoiter them. The enemy were then reported nowhere

in sight. The column was at once set in motion along the

Reed's F"erry road, with the exception that Lieutenant Mc-
Davitt, with one piece of artillery and a sufficient support,

was left behind to command the Everett's Bridge road until

an advance was secured. The column had moved but an

eighth of a mile in advance, when I ordered Sergeant Trow-

bridge to make a reconnoissance on the Everett's Bridge road.

for about fifty rods, passing over the same ground which our

skirmishers had previously gone over. The cavalry had gone

but a short distance when the enemy, who had suddenly-

returned, opened fire upon them, killing one and wounding

two of their number. Lieutenant McDavitt opened upon

them at once and shelled them back towards Everett's Bridge.

The column was delayed at this point about half an hour, but.

there being no sign of tlie enemy's returning. I advanced the

skirmishers rapidly on the Reed's Ecrry road, and again set

the column in motion. Our march was necessaril)' slow,

owing to the thick underbrush through which the skirmishers

were obliged to make their way.

"On approaching the west branch we again discovered the

enemy's pickets. The skirmishers, under Captain Spittle.

Captain Shepard, and Captain Beldcn advanced gallantly and

were soon engaged. The artillery w-as moved up with su{)-

ports and opened fire at once, commanding the opposite bank

of the creek, where the enemy had two companies of sharp-

shooters as a support. The skirmish at this point was short

and spirited, resulting in our capturing one lieutenant, three

sergeants, two corporals, and ten privates of the enemy. Our

loss was three wounded, one of whom died some two hours

afterwards, as we were v.ilhout -^u-gicrd aid.

" We encampei! Sunday night, on the Xan>em(^nd near the

ferry and under protection of the gun-boats. On the next
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iiioriiing Captain Spittle was sent out with Companies A and

K to reconnoiter, and returned, bringing two deserters, who
were dispatched to the general commanding. He further

rejiorted that the enemy on the opposite side of the west

branch from us commenced their retreat on the evening

previous at eight o'clock, and that the most of their forces

had retired before midnight, burning behind them the bridge

at Page's mill.

"I am under great obligations to Flag Officer Captain Gush-

ing and also to Captain Lamson. Acting Master's Mate

Lawrence rendered me great assistance in giving information

where to post the artillery, so as to be of service to our

troops engaged with the enemy on the other side of the

creek. M)- thanks are due to the officers of the regiment for

their prompt and hearty cooperation. The patience and cour-

age of the men after tiie fatigues of the past ten days are

deser\-ing of special praise. I take pleasure in mentioning

the gallant conduct of Lieutenant McDavitt of the Fourth

Wisconsin Battery, and the prompt and efficient manner in

which both he and his men performed their duty. The de-

tachment of New ^'ork Mounted Rifles under Sergeant Trow-

bridge are also deserving of great praise, for though a few

in number, they were of the greatest assistance. The casual-

ties are as follows: Company K, killed, Private Alfred J.

P"reeman ; Company A, wounded. Private Hiram Loomis

;

Company K, Private Lyndes C. Bushnell."

The following is from an order issued from Division Head-

quarters :

He.^dijuarters 3D Division, qth A. C.

Near Suffolk, Va.

May 4th, 1S63.

General Orders, No. 28.

(Extract.) Nor will he (the commanding General) suffer to

pass nnnoticird the services of those vvho cri)sscd the Nansemond,

at Sleepy Hole, who drove the enemy's cavalry iroxw Chuckatuck

and seized Reed's Ferry, capturing an officer and fifteen men.
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Such deeds prove the mettle of the men and show that, when
well led, they need fear no enem.y.

By Command,
Brigadier-General George W. Gettv.

The prisoners captured were members of the Fourth Texas

Regiment and good-looking men. They seemed to think

that neither party in the war would conquer, that General

Hooker would " play out " quicker than Burnside or Mc-
Clellan, and that the last mentioned was our best general.

We encamped for tl:e night o\\ the north bank of the river

near where we captured the prisoners.

One of the exciting incidents of this expedition was the

" Battle of the Hogs," which afforded quite an excitement for

the time, and, as it took place in the enem)''s country, might

have been attended with serious results to the expedition. It

will be remembered th.at we had effected a crossing of the

Nansemond River, and were to work our way back some

eight or ten miles into the enemy's country and then to make

a detour and join General Getty's troops, which were to force

their way across the river at Suff )lk. General Getty, how-

ever, failed to effect a crossing on account of the strength of

the opposing forces, so that we finally fell back to the river.

In doing so we surprised and captured some eighteen or

twenty rebels. On our arrival at the river we threw up

breastworks and also posted a line of pickets about a mile

in front of our position. It was while lying here, waiting

transportation across the river, that the battle occurred. After

posting the pickets, it was discovered that the light growth of

bushes and wood was alive with hogs, and in a short time

the battle opened. Some of the officers of the expedition

opened the engagement and soon re-enforcements had aug-

mented tjie force engaged and the fight became general.

Men running back and forth along the picket line, firing

their guns and >h anting, attracted the attL'Ution of the ex-

pedition ; fearing that the pickets were being attacked,
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tl.e men were ordered to fall in and the battery was tramed

on tbem and waited for the pickets to fall back. And mean-

while the battle raged, and the slaughter went bravely on,

and the firing increased, and the hogs charged, and the men

charcred and the field was soon strewn with the dead and

cK-in"
• Well ! well !

" sa>'s the commander of the expedi-

tion
"•

I don't see why those pickets don't fall back." All

thi.'time the men stood in line awaiting the attack and the

<nmners stood by their guns ready for the orders to fire.

Fresh pork was falhng and bade fair to become a drug on the

market Finally the commander could stand the suspense

no longer, and 'calHng the officer-of-the-day, ordered hnn to •

ride out there and see what was the matter. The off.cer-of-

the-day at once proceeded to the front, where he soon

•• sensed
" the situation and returned to report that the

enemy (the hogs) had made an attack on "« P-^et l.ne

and were bemg repulsed ^vith great slaughter. There bemg

no doubt but the men already engaged would be sufhc.ent

to dispose of the enemy, orders were given to break ranks,

amid much laughter and applause. Pork was for a while the

principal ration of the Chucatuck expedition and their fnends^

Our stav on the north bank of the Nansemond was of

short duraiion. On the fifth of May we crossed the river and

re-occupied our old camp. On the following day we moved

our camp to a new location near Battery Stevens, before

reaching our camp night came on and a thunder-shower

overlook us. As our route lay in part through P>ne forcst-

we were enveloped in dense darkness, relieved only by lu

electric lights from the clouds. Thus in darkness and in the

mllst of-'a severe shower we halted for the night, but the

light of the next da>- revealed a fine place for a camp.
1
u e

w; spent a week in making baskets, which, when fid w

soil, were used to complete the brea.s.works. Mth i>

work diei-e came .u, end u, our .stay at buffolk, winch had

occupied just two months to a day. 1. had been a period

of unu-sua activity though of little fighting. Our escape Irom
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a battle with General Longstreet's forces was due to General

.Hooker, wiiosc operations at Chancellorsville hastily called

aua\' tlic eiieniv from our front.

LETTER OF SERGEANT WILLIAM B. AVERY,

T\\ EXTV-FIRST CONN. VOLUNTEERS.

Camp Five Miles Fkom Suffolk, Va.

May 10, 1S63.

Saturday nio;ht. May 2d, we left this place and marched down

the Nansemond river si.xteen miles, and about four o'clock Sunday

morning, crossed the river into the land of rebels, guerillas, bush-

whackers, etc. Our little band consisted of two rifled cannons,

si.x of the mounted cavalry, and the Twenty-first Connecticut

Volunteers. We had two skirmishes with the rebels before we

came to Chuckatuck. In the last one, one of our cavalrymen

was shot in the arm near the elbow. He is getting along very well

now. Anotlicr cavalryman was hit si.K times and instantly killed.

One ballet went into his left eye, coming out at the back of his

head; another went into his mouth, coming out near his right ear
;

another went through his right side; another through the calf of

his leg; another hit him on the hip; and another went through

his neck. We buried him on the spot where he fell. We then

marched on until we came to a corn-field, where we had another

fi^ht. One of Company A's men was wounded in the leg by a

rebel.

About the same time a man in Company K was hit in the hip

by a rebel bullet, and lying down was at first unobserved, but

he was soon .'^een and the boys carried him and laid him down

under the shade of a tree, where he lay till he bled to death. His

wound was so bad that the bleeding could not be stopped. He
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was buried on the spot where he died. The fight ended, the

prisoners were sent across the river, and all was siill.

In the corn-field the guns were stacked, all loaded, and every

man lay on the ground near his gun, ready at any time should

the enemy approach. There the men lay on the ground in the

dust, some on the back and arms spread out, some on their side,

some on their faces, some across each other, and in this manner

lay the Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, tired, sleeping, and

well used up, while the hot sun poured ils torrents of heat down

upon them. There they lay, officers and men together, all asleep.

A few rods at our left lay the wounded man of Company K, a little

body of men around him, witnessing his dying moments. Soon

he left this world, and his body was laid in the ground in the same

spot where he breathed his last. Soon after he was buried, crack

went a report from a rebel sharpshooter's ride, and whiz went a

bullet over our heads and striking in the dirt. Soon, crack went

another from the same direction, the bullet going over our heads.

Then the order came to "fall in," and nearly every rnan had to

be severely shaken to wake him up, they being so tired. W'e

were then marched down on the point, near the river, and we dug

a rifle pit nearly around it; there we stayed till mornmg. The night

after the fight about thirty men were placed about a mile in front

of lis, as pickets, to notify us, should the rebels make an attack.

Monday, a captain and a few men went back and took up the

body of the young man last spoken of, brought him down to the

shore, and he was carried across the river (on the Union side),

and there buried. The man in Company A who was wounded was

carried to ihe sliore soon after he was hit and put aboard tlie gun-

boat, where he was well attended to. Monday night we were ail

taken aboard the gun -boats and carried across the river, when we

marched to camp.

A few days ago a body of cavalry went across the river, went

nearly to Chuckatuck, and took up the body of the cavalryman,

who was killed and buried there. They brought him across the

river and buried him on this side. Soon after we buried him (at

the time he wa.-. .^hot;. ihv rebels came and dug him up to get his

boots, but we had taken them off bet'ore we buried him.
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Our regiment is now about six miles from Suffolk, on the Nanse-

mond River, building a battery. Our company is doing guard

duty at Genera! Dutton's headquarters, al)out a mile from the

regiment. We have enough to eat and drink and enough to do.

(Signed) Wm. B. Avery.

^N -^.^:^:^vSki>^^'!^.u:.:%^'^'%!!y:j/i^,,
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oi3:_/^i'TEi=i 3:.

ROWERS' MILL, WHITE HOUSE,

YOKKTOWN.

l^-Ta^r-j J-CLXie and Jxily^, 1863.

After the enemy left SufTolk, it was decided to change the

line of defense for the twin cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth,

bringing it nearer the base of supplies. By this means we
should have a shorter distance to guard and fewer men
would be needed. Consequently Suffolk, with all its re-

cently constructed forts, was abandoned, and a line of

defense marked out in a radius some seven miles from

Portsmouth. To this new position we were ordered on the

13th of Ma}-, and after marching thirteen miles, went into

camp at Bowers' Hill near the railroad. Mere wc remained

nearly a month and a half in what proved to be a pleasant

and enjoyable camp located on the ground once held by the

" Louisiana Tigers." While here we were kept busy in

building forts for the defense of the city. If there is little

excitement in the use of the spade, and some discouragement

in the amount of uork to be done, \-ct there is encourage-

ment in the large numbers to do the work. ICach one feels

that he is (.ml)- one out of a great number, and tliat his indi-

vidual task is siuall. Theref.ne, with patient, if not with

enthusiastic, efforts, Fort Kingsbury vas completed and
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received its quota, of guns. Also, a second fort was com-
menced and was well under way before we left.

But aside from the drudgery of digging with the pick and
spade, our stay at this camp was unusually pleasant. The
weather was favorable, except when the heat was oppressive.

If we were annoyed by mosquitoes and gnats, we comforted
ourselves with the thought that no real danger could come
from such an insignificant enemy. The officers who failed in

their attempts to have their wives with them at Fort Connec-
ticut, were now more successful, and on June 7th four ladies

appeared in the camp. Writes one of the men in his diary.

" Great curiosity for us to see women from Connecticut."

Soon it was rumored in camp that our Colonel, now in com-
mand of the brigade, was away on his wedding trip. Flere,

in our usually quiet camp, there occurred one day consider-

able excitement caused by a raid on a would-be sutler. Pro-

voked beyond endurance by the high prices charged for his

goods, the boys rushed upon his tent with groans and cries

of " Cut the ropes," etc. The guard was immediately called

out and order restored, but in the evening the tent was taken

down and goods removed. Doubtless the feeling against him
was intensified by the fact that he was once a member of the

regiment and discharged at Newport Neu-s. He soon left for

Connecticut no more to return.

When no enem)- tlireatens and we feel ourselves secure from

all dani;cr, there is a freedom from care giving rise to a socia-

bility that renders a soldier's life in many respects deligiitful.

ICspccially is this realized on the part of those who have been

recently exposed to some hardships. The quiet of camp life

comc> as a vacation to the sehool-buy after the anxiety of a

trying examination. One remembers with pleasure the de-

lighthd evenings here cnjo\-ecl. when twilight long lingered

between daylight and darkness. The labor of the day was

complfteti. Vxoxw nc-igliboring camps came the soul-stirring

music of the bands, while from our own grounds came tlie

delights of song. Few will forget the sweet melodies of
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Charles Craw and Otis F. Luce of Company A, whose
charming voices afforded enjoyment for many an hour to

interested h'steners. The song, " Do They Think of Me at

Home," stirred many a heart.

Not a little interest was manifested in the grotesque con-

duct of the colored people as they gathered in the camp, and

urged on by the men, would amuse the spectators by singing

and dancing. From this race the soldier was always sure of

sympathy, and never has the writer known of confidence re-

posed in the colored man being betrayed. While on our way
from Battery Stevens, an old colored man by the road side

was watching us with much interest while we were passing.

In response to the words " We have got down here at last,"

he replied, " Yes, I bless de T^ord dat you hab come. I has

been praying for it dis long time, and now pray God Almighty

dat you may succeed."

One of our neighbors while here was a colored clergyman.

Acquaintance with him led to a knowledge of his past his-

tory. He thought he had a call to the ministry when he was

twenty-one years of age, but he did not know how to read.

By the light of pine knots in the evening, after his work was

done, he overcame this obstacle, and when able to read the

Bible commenced his ministry.

At this camp we welcomed our second Cha[)lain. Captain

John E. Wood, promoted from Company C to this office

about the time of our leaving the state, resigned in the follow-

ing January. Rev. Thomas G. Brown, appointed April 21,

1863, joined us immediately after receiving his commission

and remained till the mustering out of the regiment. He was

a Methodist minister and brought to his work a sincere

desire to do his duty. By the manifestation of a consistent

Christian character, by his genuine sympatliy with the men,

whether to the ministering to the woimded in battle—his coat

was once torn hv a shi;ll while on duty vmder fire—-or b}-

humbler acts of kindness and religious coimsei in camj), he

won the respect and love of the entire regiment. After the
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close of the war, he was a constant attendant at the reunions
of the regiment, and no one was more heartily welcomed by
the boys than he. It was now about nine months since we
left the state, and there were vague rumors in camp that Gov-
ernor Buckmgham of Connecticut had gone to Washinc^ton
with a view to have our regiment enrolled as one of nine months-
duration. Of course there was no foundation for the rumor
unless It was that our quota would have been filled if such
had been the case. Yet it reached even to our friends in
Connecticut, which only shows what was the secret wish of
many at home, as well as in camp. Two members of the
regiment, for desertion, were sentenced by a court-martial to
wear the ball and chain for three months-a six-foot chain
securely fastened to the ankle with a six-pound ball attached
The engineer officers, in laying out the defenses to be

constructed by the troops, had little regard for the wishes of
property owners. One of the forts on which we labored was
located in the midst of a six-acre field of corn, now partly
grown. A commission was appointed, consisting of three
citizens of the neighborhood and three officers of the regi-
ment, to a-ssess damages. Perchance, if the owner could
prove his loyalty to the flag, lie might, at some time, secure
damages. Of tlie tlirec citizen commissioners who signed the
report, two, unable to write their names, made their mark.
And yet these were chosen by the property owner as among
the most competent of his neighborhood.

In the course of our stay here, we came in contact some-
what with our civilian neighbors in the immediate vicinity
prompted, in part, perhaps, by a desire to secure fresh eggs,'
or other supplies for the me.ss, or in part, for sociability'^or
curiosity. In one instance there was found the foot-wheel or
small spinning-whcel. with the hostess dressed m cotton cloth
the material of which had been raised by her husband, while'
Uic labor of iransu.rming the fabric into a dic.s had been per-
formed by the hands (,f the wearer. When one ventured t..

speak of the factories at tlie North, where one person, by
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machinery, could do the work of fifty ^\ith a spinning-wliecl,

she repHed that she had ahvays made her own cloth for

her clothes and did not want any factories. When told of

the schools at the North, where it was expected that every-

one would learn to read and write, she replied that she did

not care for schools ; she had never knov/n how to read, and

her children could get alon<; as well as she had done. This,

in her estimation, seemed amply sufficient.

But an end comes to the histor\' of every camp. One fort

had been completed as the work of our hands, and a second

was in process of construction. And nov.-, after a residence of

nearly six weeks at Bowers' Hill, with its pleasant surround-

ini;s, we regretfully leave to join in the campaign up the

Peninsula. This mo\emcnt was directed by authorities from

Washington. It was lioped that since General Lee, with

all the troops at his command, had invaded the northern

states, there might be a chance for tlie Fourth Corps to make
a successful advance upon Richmond. But experience proves

that our troops would have been of more value in assisting

the Army of the Potomac than by any attempt to capture a

city so securely defended as the Confederate capital. How-
ever, we must make the attempt to gain the wisdom. Conse-

quently, the entire force, amounting to fourteen thousand

men, embarked on transports, at Yorktown, for White House

Landing, except the cavalry, which, led by General Spear,

made its way up the Peninsula by land. This force, amount-

ing to a thousand men. destroyed the bridge over South

Anna, near Hanover, thus intercepting railroad communica-

tion between Richmond and Fredericksburg. General Getty

was dispatched to PLmover Court House, while General

Keyes with five thousand men set out for Richmond. But

it was found that the enemy had not left their Capital without

ample defense. After losing twenty men, General Keyes

abandoned all .attempts on the cit\-, and both his own force

and that of General Gettv returned.





130 Twenty-first Rti^imcnt Connecticut Volunteers.

The three weeks devoted to this campaign afford some
events worthy of notice. The summons to join this move-
ment reached us at Bowers' Hill one Sunday afternoon. Ne.xt

morning we embarked on transports at Norfolk, and pro-

ceeded to Yorktown, where we encamped at night. In close

proximity to our camp were works of historic interest, which

were visited by many of our men. Here were the elaborate

works thrown up the previous year by General McClellan.

In our front was a large plain near the midst of which,

enclosed by a low railing, was marked the spot where at the

close of the Revolutionary War, Cornwallis had surrendered

his army to Washington. In this field there were acres

covered with low blackberrv- vines, the fruit of which was now
ripe, affording a luxury to many of our men. In the estinia-

tion of some, this event was of sufficient account to give a

name to the expedition, " the blackberry raid."

June 26th, we left Yorktown on transports, and on the

same day reached White House Landing. Upon going into

camp at tliis place we received the nc\\'S that General Dix had

appointed our regiment as provost guard, with Major Crosby

as pro\-ost-marshal. This appointment was received with

great satisfaction on the part of the men, as it indicated the

confidence reposed in us as a reliable, well-drilled regiment;

we were also quite sure of escaping the dangers of severe

fighting, should such occur. However, some rather ques-

tioned their good luck, thinking that, if the army gained any

glory in battle, they would be deprived o{ the same. Because

of this appointment, we remained at the landing, guarding

supplies and other property that might be exposed in any

way. We were also to guard all prisoners that were not

held by their respective regiments, and especially to have care

of any that might be captured in battle. There were for us

more freedom and greater privileges in this position than we
otheruisc should have enjoyed.

June 27th, Colonel Spear's expedition returned from the

successful effort to destroy the bridge over South Anna,
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bringinfj with them one hundred and five prisoners, besides

thirty-five baggage wagons with three hundred mules. They
also destroyed forty wagons and six thousand bushels of

grain. Among the prisoners was General W. H. F. Lee,

captured in his own private carriage, which was brought in

and left near our camp, while the prisoners were sent by

transports down the river. It soon became e\-ident to many
that the carriage of so distinguished a general might have

some mementos worth}- of being sent to friends at home, and

soon it was discovered that the vehicle was somewhat

mutilated. Learning of this. General Dix, whose head-

quarters were on board a transport, desired the provost-

marshal to make a thorough search in his camp for any relics

of the captured property. If an}' were found, he must report

the guilty party, for he had given his word of honor that the

carriage should not be injured. At once e\-ery officer was

summoned to appear before the provost-marshal, and direc-

tions were given to make a thorough search in ever}' company

street throughout the camp. With these directions, there was

the added command. " I should be very much mortified, and

very sorry to find that any of our men should be discovered

among those that had injured the carriage."

The officers hilly sliarcd in the feelings of the major, and

the " thorough search " revealed not one vestige of the

vehicle in camp. They so reported, and it was at once con-

cluded that another regiment in camp, not far away, had per-

haps been the guilty party, and General Dix was so informed.

We never heard that he believed the report implicitly.

July 4th, about one-hundred of our regiment were sent out

as guards of supplies for General Getty's division. They

started at 2 o'clock a. m., and halted for the night at 10 p. m,,

marching by way of King William's Court House. Next

day, having marched twenty miles, they met the division,

returning to White House Landing, where they arrived on the

seventh. With the return of these expeditions, there was a

large number of contrabands that came in and sought access
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to Union territory. It was here that news reached us of the

victory at Gettysburg, and the capture of Vicksburg. The
good fortune of our arms at these important points, compen-
sated in a measure, for our lack of success in our advance

toward tlie rebel capital. The following letter, written July

7th by one of the regiment, may show the spirit of a soldier

in view of these victories :
" Lee's army i^ defeated. This

morning news reached us that Vicksburg had fallen. The
enemy has left Tennessee. Prosperity has once more smiled

upon us. Dark hours, filled with the deepest anxiety, have

given way to great light, and every true, loyal heart to-day

rejoices. I sincerely thank God for it. Never before have

the affairs of our country looked so prosperous, and never

have I felt so encouraged as now. I cannot write my
thoughts upon this subject—a soldier's heart feels what it

cannot express."

July 8th, the day after General Getty's expedition arrived,

we started on our return to Yorktown. Now appear some

of the inconveniences of being provost guard for an army.

We have to march as rear guard, the cavalry only being

behind us. We have orders to bring up all stragglers, as any

left ma)' fall into the hands of the enemy. The following

description found in a letter, written the next day after reach-

ing Yorktown, may give some idea of the work left to our

regiment :
" Our march from White House Landing to this

place was decidedly the hardest marching we have done.

The distance was fifty miles, which we completed in three

days. Being rear guard, it was our duty to bring up the

stragglers of the whole army, which was not a very agreeable

duty. The first day it rained very hard for nearly three

hours, swelling the streams that crossed the road, so that we

all got our feet well soaked. We encamped about nine in the

evening. I went to a brook and v.-ashcd the mud from my
trousers and sti.;'cl<in;;s, then wrapi^.-d m)-sclf up in my
blanket, that I had used during the day to protect me from

the rain, took off my boots to be used for a pillow, and slept
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as best I could. Next morning we were up by four o'clock,

and soon were on the march with short rations. The day

was extremely hot, and we must needs inarch twenty-two

miles before going into camp for the night. The morning of

the third day we started by sunrise; some of the regiment

had no breakfast whatever, some had fresh pork that they had

captured along the way, which was cooked and eaten without

salt, or bread or vegetables. We had not gone many miles,

however, before we met the supply train from the commissary

department, which furnished us with a much needed breakfast

and arniy rations. The canvas-covered baggage wagons, as

they came jolting over the roads, never looked better, and

hunger was a good seasoning for the hard-tack and coffee. I

was on guard with Lieutenants S. and C. We had not gone

far when vv'e found a soldier unable to march by reason of

sickness. I saw a darkey a short distance off with a team,

which I pressed into service, and secured a ride for the

patient, as 1 did for others in like condition. We reached

Yorktown and went into camp about dark. When I pulled

off my boots, I found my feet blistered, a condition, I believe,

in which most of the regiment shared."

Ne.xt day, not a few of the men availed themselves of York

river as a resort for bathing, for which, with its beautiful,

sandy shore, it afforded unrivaled facilities. July 12th, we
started for Hampton, encamping for the night at Big Bethel,

where one of the first battles of the war was fought. Only

two houses were to be seen, and those not prepossessing in

appearance. On the second day we arri\'ed at Harnpton

about noon. This was a village of over a thousand inhabit-

ants before the war, with some fine buildings, but these were

burned by General Magruder. leaving the beautiful location

peopled with a few whites and many blacks, who sheltered

themselves in n\iscrable shanties. Next day we left on

steamer "Kxpress" for I'ortsmoutli, from whence wo marched

to our <)U1 c.ini[> at liouers' i till. Very glad were wc to reach

this place, after an absence of nineteen cla)'s. J3efore night,
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however, we received orders to report to Portsmouth as

provost guard. This was very' welcome news, as it secured a

permanent place, good quarters, and city life. But in view of

the previous march, we were allowed to stay in camp till next

day, when we struck tent.s, turned in much of our cam{)

equipage to the government, and left with pleasant hopes, in

anticipation of our renewed duties at Portsmouth. Doubtless

tlie report of the Assistant Inspector, General Donohue, had

not a little to do in securing for us this position. While at

Bowers' Hill, after inspecting our regiment, he reports: "I

believe this regiment equal, if not superior, to any I have ever

inspected. I predict that the Twcnt}--first Connecticut Vol-

unteers can be relied upon to fill any position to which it

may be assigned."

5^rfe.:^

A HALT C.N A HOT DAY BGSlOE
GOOU WATER^
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oiH:-A-^"rEiE, 2s:i.

PROVOST LIFE AT PORTSMOUTH AND

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE REGIMENTAL REUNION AT EAST

HAMPTON, MAY 1 7, I8S1, BY CAPTAIN W. S. HUBBELL.

It is of the lights more than the shadows of army life that

I now propose to speak. We were no strangers to the

severer, the ghastly side of war. l^ut it was our good fortune

also to look upon I\lars in his more festive moments and to

sec what may be called the sunny side of the grim monster.

Such was our experience at Portsmouth and Norfolk, Va.,

which 1 shall endeavor to recall in these pages. There is a

legend concerning one of the picket boats which were used

to explore the shallow streams emptying into the upper

Potomac. According to the story, this little steamer was of

exceeding light draught—in fact almost capable of making

passage where a heavy dew had fallen over night. Of course

such a penetrating craft was much valued and won renown

for many exploits. At last the command of the tiny vessel

was given to a new and ambitious captain. He was deter-

mined to make it hot alongshore for the rebels, who had

hitherto \:c\A out of musket range. Me therefore borrowed a

ten-pound I'arrot gun, from a battery at tiic rear. an<J after

much difficulty, established the ordnance amidships of his
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craft, which staggered fearfully under the new burden. He
then steamed slowly up the creek until within range of a
farm house, which he supposed to be the headquarters of a
rebel cavalry outpost. The gun was loaded with a double
charge and carefully trained upon the distant station. The
lanyard was pulled and a terrific explosion rent the air. J^ut,
as the tale concludes, the ten-pound projectile remained
stationar)' in mid-river, while the gunboat itself, cannon and
all, was blown by the recoil clean across to the Federal side,
and landed high and dry- upon the bank.

Provost dut>^ is a species of light-weight soldiering, more
full of mishaps than of peril, more celebrated for recoils than
for punishing the enemy. Still, it was an interesting experi-
ence and our luck was much envied b\- the division when we
were ordered to Portsmouth in July, 1863. It was during
what was perhaps the most brilliant fortnight of the war
The month opened with the battle of Gettysburg, July
1st, 2d and 3d. The " Fourth " had been made once
more glorious by the surrender of Vicksburg to Gen-
eral Grant, while the Guerrilla Morgan had been beaten
on the same day in Kentucky. On the sixth the rebel
Johnston was defeated in Missi.ssippi, and on the seventh
General Bragg was driven with great loss be>'ond the
Tennessee River. On the eighth occurred the surrender
of Port Piudson to General Banks, and once more the
Mississippi was open to commerce. On the tenth the Union
forces landed at Morris Island and began the siege of
Charleston. The same day the capital of Mississippi was
occupied by Union troops. On the day following, the rebels
were driven out of their earthworks on Morris Island and
took refuge in Fort Wagner, while the Federal troops in

Tennessee entered Nashville. Lee meanwhile had been
cautiously pursued by Meade, until on the thirteenth he
recrossed tlu- Potomac, his rear ^^v\:w^\, fifle. n hundred strong,
having been captured.
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At this time the Twenty-first Connecticut was, with the

expedition under General Dix, sent out from Fort Monroe to

destroy Lee's communications with Richmond. We had a

weary march from Yorktown, moving the first day se\'enleen

miles to Rig Bethel and the next day the rest of the way
to Hampton, the road being lined with overcoats and blankets

discarded by the infantry in their hot and toilsome march.

We reached Hampton on the thirteenth, just as Lee was
crossing the Potomac, and the next morning boarded a

transport for Portsmouth, and marched home to Bowers'

Hill over a muddy road and under a burning sun. We were

glad enough to tumble into our tents, and thus escape a

heavy shower of rain, but were no sooner at ease than orders

arrived for our immediate return to Portsmouth. The " Draft

Riots " had broken out in Nev>- York. General Dix had

been ordered thither from our department. General Foster

had been put in command at Fortress Monroe, and our regi-

ment had been chosen for provost guard at Portsmouth, with

our ALijor as Provost ]\Iarshal.

This revolutionary bit of news set the camp aflame in a

moment, and while our blisters and sore heels cried out for

rest, )'et we knew there was no help for it, but to march

back the nine miles to Portsmouth without dela}-. The
j\Lajor finally compromised, however, by forwarding Lieuten-

ant Jennings with seventy fresh men who had kept the camp
during our absence. The next morning, therefore, we started

gaily back, attired in our best uniforms and inspired by the

music of a bass drum which the Major had managed some-

how to buy or borrow. We marched into Portsmouth by

company front, and were quartered in comfortable barracks in

various parts of the town. At first everj-body was delighted

with the change.

Our warlous guards were stationed, relieving the One
Hundred and Poorly F,!ghth New York, and wc prepared

to enjo)' life after a new and luxurious fashion. For

the first time in our regimental histor)', we were in
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reach of the best of provisions. Tomatoes were abun-
dant, luscious and cheap. New potatoes could be had
without trouble. Fresh eggs were delicious and plentiful,
at twenty cents a dozen. Milk was ten cents a quart, and
splendid bread, fresh daily, made us smile at the memory of
the tooth-destroying hard tack, whicli still lay moulding in
our haversacks.

Good-sized watermelons were plenty at thirty cents each,
while cantaloupes went begging at five cents apiece. The
great luxury of ice water was once more attainable both in
ho.spital and in barracks. Besides this, the climate was de-
h'ghtful, the heat being tempered by a cool sea breeze in the
afternoon of almost every day. While the men, therefore, at
Bowers' Hill were sweltering in their tents with the mercmy
at 115 degrees, we of the provost guard suffered no incon-
venience from heat and were remarkably free from summer
maladies.

Ihere was, however, a constant demand for detailed men,
to be stationed here and there as orderlies, clerks, and guards
throughout the district, and gradually the regiment b'ccame
much depleted in this way. We also had about four miles of
picket line to guard, and although the posts were j)lcasantly
located, with little to do save to examine passes, to intercept
the rebel mail hidden in bags of oats, or to count the darkies
who came into our lines, yet the men considered it hard to
be on duty for two nights out of every three, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Burpee, who had now rejoined us from sick leave,
was half inclined to make request for another detachment of
troops to divide with us the care of the city. The astute
Major Crosby, however, dissuaded him, on the ground that
wor.sc things. might beflill us if we complained and that we
might be sent back to iJawers' Plill to work nine hours a
day in the trenches. On August ist Colonel Dutton returned
to us, and to ever\-bod)-'.^ dchglit rc.^uiiud cunimaiKl of the
regiment. We at once were made to feel his firm, yet im-
partial, hand. Dress parades were resumed, and although the
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companies were small, yet a fine impression was made by
concealing them on side streets until the drums sounded, and

then having tliem emerge suddenly at once from their shelter

and form on the colors along tlie line of the main street on

which the headquarters was located. Occasionally we bor-

rowed a band from the >sorfolk post, and then the Ports-

mouth ladies so far forgot their enmity as to draw near while

the " troop beat off." The men were all obliged to wear

white gloves at parade and the utmost polish was required

upon all arms and equipments. The Colonel endeavored to

stimulate a wholesome rivalry between the companies by
announcing that there would soon be a competitive ins})ec-

tion with a view to assign each company to its own place in

the scale of merit. This inspection was held on the 14th of

September and with the following result. The ten companies

were found to rank in order as follows : First, Company K
;

next came successively Companies C, A, D, I, G, F, E, H,

and }1 Company K was therefore given the right of the line,

Company C the left, and Company A received the colors at

the center.

On the seventeenth of this month we had a new and un-

pleasant experience in connection with a military execution_

The culprit was a member of the Eleventii Pennsylvania

Cavalry, commanded b\- the redoubtable Colonel " Sam

"

Spear of subsequent Fenian notoriety. The man's name was

John T. Parnett, and he was originally a member of the Third

Georgia Regiment, to which state he belonged. When the

rebels evacuated Norfolk, Ijarnett deserted, and after living as

a gambler for a time in Norfolk and Portsmouth, he enlisted

in the Eleventh Pennsylvania. Ke again deserted and com-

mitted highway robbery, also attempting murder at the same

time. He was captured, tried by a court martial and sentenced

to be shot. Ivsca[)ing from jail, he crossed the Plackwater

into North Carolina, but was pursued by a scjuadron of the

IMeventh antl rccapturei,! We .ill ixincniber the rctuin of liis

captors through the streets of Portsmouth, dragging lum by
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a rope behind their horses. He was then defiant, shaking his

fist at his captors and declaring that no jail could hold him.

We also remember him on the day when his execution

took place; how he was brought in a carriage with three

chaplains seeking to prepare him for death ; how the three

regiments with the artillery and cavalry formed in hollow

square as the miserable man was led to the opening on the

farther side of the square at the Oak Grove; how with

bandaged eyes he was seated upon his own coffin, while a

few yards before him stood the platoon of the provost guard,

who were to execute the sentence (Their pieces had been

loaded by other hands, and two of the twenty muskets con-

tained only blank cartridges, so that each soldier might hope

that he had not fired the fatal shot.) We also remember how
the prisoner's white face was raised to Heaven and his lips

moved in prayer as the band played a low, dirge-like requiem

in signal for liis death; how the officer raised his sword, the

quick volley shattered the stillness and the poor wretch fell

dead across his coffin pierced with eight bullets, any one of

which would have been fatal ; how the column of troops was

reformed and marched in gloomy silence past the bleeding

form, and with what feelings of relief we hastened back to our

barracks in the town.

An episode of a much more cheerful character occurred in

connection with the departure of twcnt}- or thirty Southern

ladies from Portsmouth and Norfolk to be escorted beyond

Suflblk across the lines to their 'male protectors in rebeldom.

The packing of trunks by these ladies as superintended by

officers of our regiment, who were bidden to watch lest any

articles contraband of war were concealed in the luggage.

The trunks were therefore first em[)tied and a bayonet was

thrust through the bottom to discover any double layer in

which aught might be concealed. Then each article mu-t be

laid in singly and ail flannels and other tabrics unmade must

be torn into breadths so as t'> become usefid onl)- for wearing

apparel. Then the trunks were locked and the keys taken
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by the officer, who met the ladies afterwards at the station

and handed them their keys after the trunks were on board.

Nor was this the final precaution. The ladies departed in

hii;h spirits, having, as they plainly hinted, outwitted the

Yankees after all. But on leaving the train at Suffolk, they

were shown to a private room where a female detective lay in

wait for them, who explored their clothing with a faithfulness

that revealed an abundance of contraband material skillfully

concealed beneath the ample folds of their raiment, so that

the final laugh 'was after all on our side.

What persistent, unrelenting rebels those Portmouth beauties

were in the summer of 1S63 ! We can only wonder if they

were e\'er reconstructed after we tlrifted beyond their defiant

sight. It seemed that some of them had \'owed not even to

allow the shadow of "the Stars and Stripes" to fall upon their

sacred Southern forms. Hence, they would always cross the

street to avoid the passing beneath the folds of our flag.

Knowing this peculiarity of their public walk, we contrived a

trap to catch them des|)ite their precautions. The entrance to

the ferr\' boat was by a narrow gatewa}', over which we
suspended an ample flag which covered every inch of the

passage. Under its protecting shadow every person must

walk who crossed over to Norfolk. But the fair rebels^

having, as we suppose, held a council of war upon the sub-

ject, appeared at the ferry each armed with a huge umbrella,

which, as she neared the gate, was raised and carried like a

shield above the head to interpose between them and the

hated symbol of their conquerors.

With the little girls of eight or ten years, we could some-

times make friends, but with their elder sisters or their mothers

and aunts, no Yankee could be on speaking terms. They
professed to view us with ineffable scorn and we thought their

heroics a practical joke. Who does not wonder whether

".Missouri X'irginia Keily " is still ali\-e. She used to rage

int(.i the provost mar>ha!'s office tL» compkiin lo Major Crosby

about Yankee robberies of her father's plantation. And who
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does not recall how the adroit Major used to change the sub-
ject by suggesting to Miss Missouri Virginia that she change
her name to Massachusetts Vermont ?

Wc enjoyed about ten weeks of this easy and diversified

life at Portsmouth, when a new commander, General Barnes,

was all at once assigned to our district, and we had orders on
September 30th to move across the river and to exchange
places with the One hundred and Forty-eighth New York at

Norfolk. This was received with slight objection, being, in

fact, somewhat like another chanter of the same stor}% and
our privileges were in some respects enlarged by the transfer.

We at first went into barracks as before, but after we had
been inspected by General Barnes, he ordered five companies
to encamp in tents around Academy Place, where regimental

headquarters were established in one of the public buildings

of the city. Colonel Button and Lieutenant-Colonel Burpee
were now detailed as members of a military commission, and
Major Crosby, being provost marshal, the regiment was
placed in charge of Captain

J. F. Brown. We had less of

picket duty to perform than at Portsmouth, but more patrol-

ling of streets, guarding of warehouses and wharves, besides

furnishing a harbor police of men who could manage a boat,

and also the charge of the city prison and Custom House.

So many details had been made by the provost marshal of

soldiers to work under him that only about one hundred and

eighty men remained fit for duty with the regiment, and half

of these went on guard regularly by turns every other day.

There was a like scarcity of ofiPicers, so that the routine was
rather laborious. Still, nothing would have vexed us more
than to have been then relieved by some other regiment.

We wished for no such relief as would cost us our situation.

There lay at this time in the city prison a noted civilian

named Wright, under sentence of death for murder. He
belonged to one vf the first families in Norfolk and was a

physician, an intense Souliicrner, who for some reason was

not in the Confederate service, but residing with his wife and
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three dausj^hters in their own home. The victim of his un-
governcd Southern " patriotism " was a Massachusetts officer

named Sanborn, who had just been commissioned as Lieuten-
ant in the new colored regiment, then recruiting at Norfolk.
There was much subdued excitement among the rebels at

this procedure, of enlisting negro troops, and, as we re-

member, it was distinctly threatened by the Confederate
government that no captured negro soldier would receive

quarter or be recognized as a prisoner of war. The Norfolk
rebels were therefore greatly incensed at the sight of Sanborn
drilling his black recruits in the public streets. One morning
in those days, Dr. Wright started out for his usual walk, but,

as he stated on his trial, " prompted by some indefinable im-
pulse " he returned to the house and placed in his pocket a
loaded pistol. Resuming his walk, he soon encountered the
squad of negro troops, marching and countermarching, with
the officer standing on the sidewalk directing their move-
ments.

As Dr. Wright passed by. he muttered contemptuously at

the Lieutenant, "Oh, you coward!" Sanborn turned upon
him sharply, asking, " What was that you said ? " The
doctor repeated his insulting words, at the same time placing

his hand beneath the folds of his coat, "which gesture." said

the doctor on his trial, "is the universally recognized sign

among Southern gentlemen that a man is armed and is about
to draw his weapon."

Poor Sanborn. ha\ing lacked the training of a Southern
gentleman, was not versed in this bloody sign-language, and
while in the act of demanding further explanations, was shot
dead by the doctor. Not unnaturally the newly enrolled

negro recruits, just out of slavery, were thrown into a momen-
tary panic, but they rallied in a moment, seized their late

master and marched him ignominiously to the provost.

l^A'cry facilil}' was grantetl the lu.micide for a fair trial

beture a military commission, and he was allowed for counsel

the United States District Attorney, Mr. Chandler, with other
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legal assistance. Of course there was no question of the

deliberate murder. Tiie prisoner indeed admitted the act.

To most of us, Yankees, it seemed both unprovoked and

cowardly. He was sentenced to be hanged on the i6th

of October, or about two weeks after we removed to Nor-

folk. The utmost pressure was brought to bear at Washing-

ton for a pardon or for some commutation of sentence, and

the condemned man was reprieved for one week about two

hours before the time appointed for his execution. The

rebels had repeatedly boasted that ho never would be hanged,

and all sorts of wild stories prevailed about his rescue and

about m>sterious measures to effect it. The doctor was a

Freemason, and it was said that the Masonic Fraternity

had decreed his release. It was said that on this ground

Major Crosby had declined to hang a brother Mason, and

Captain Shepard was therefore appointed Assistant Provost

Marshal for that day in order to conduct the execution.

In connection with these rumors, one of our keenest and

most eccentric officers, Lieutenant John Trumbull, visited the

Norfolk Lodge, where, as he related, the following dialogue

occurred :

" I've come down here this evening," said the Lieutenant,

"to learn the truth of your stories about x'Olu- intention to

stop the hanging of Dr. Wriglit."

" Well, Lieutenant," was the reply, " of course there isn't a

word of truth in it; we'd like to prevent it if we could, but

we are completely overpowered by your forces."

" That is enough tt) be said, I'm s^itistied," remarked Trum-

bull, turning to withdraw. " But don't hurry away so," con-

tinued the first six^aker, " do stop and let us drink one an-

other's health. Pray give us a toast, Lieutenant."

" Ver>' well, let's have no hyi)i)critical politeness about this

thing. Here's to a clear field and a fair fight, and may the

be^t man win."

" Huld a moment,! don't know abuut that toast," replied

the Southerner, who was a disabled Confederate officer.
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" What do you call a fair fight ; matching my son, for

instance, against a nigger?
"

Measuring him slowly with his ej'C, Trumbull answered,

" Well, yes ; I should say just about that."

The liquor remained imtasted as Trumbull turned on his

heel and witlidrew.

The week wore slowly away and every day we heard some

fresh story about the intended rescue. Two nights before

the reprieve expired, the doctor very nearly made his escape

in the disguise ofa woman. Ilis wife and daughters had been

allowed free access to his room in the prison, where Captain

Belden and Lieutenant Cook were on dut\' as wardens. One
of the daughters remained in the cell, having taken his place

on the bed with her father's boots on her outstretched feet

and her head covered with the bedding, as if overcome with

grief at the parting interview. The doctor, disguised in his

daughter's clothing, walketl out of the corridor between his

wife and other daughter, impersonating the mother bowed

with grief, and with head enveloped in a shawl. Every

soldier on duty at tlie prison had been touched b}' the tears

and outcries which had been plentiful that evening, and the

sentries, with natural delicacy, forbore to intermeddle beyond

what duty actually demanded.

Thus, the three, with loud lamentations, passed the guards

and reached the street. Liberty was almost reached, when

the outer sentinel at the gate detected the feet of a man below

the skirts of tiie middle mourner, and, quickly bringing his

musket to bear, halted the party on the very threshold of

escape, shouting for the " corporal of the guard," which out-

cry for once was not a vain clamor. The doctor was then

seized and brought back, merely remarking to his captors,

" Des[jerate measures justify desperate remedies." The guard

had previously been offered a thousand dollars in greenbacks

and a farm of five hundred acres if he would connive at the

escape. On hearing this bit o{ news, Colonel l^arpec ordered

the entire regiment under arms, and to remain so for the
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thirty-six hours yet to elapse before the sentence could take

effect. A cordon of guards was stretched three times around

the prison. The Eighth and Fifteenth Connecticut and the

Fourth Rhode Island cnnie over from Getty's division and

were posted at the Fair Grounds, just outside the city, where

the gallows were creeled. The One Hundred and Eighteenth

New York came in from their camp beyond the Fair Grounds
and bivouacked in the City Hall yard dirccLly opposite the

jail. Tiie provost guard and our patrols kept the city under

continual surveillance, and it was said to be *' impossible for a

rebel to wink " without attracting notice.

All these and the later precautions were deemed necessary

by General Barnes, who had trusty information of a plan for

a dash into Norfolk by rebel ca\'alry, in cooperation with a

rising of the secession element within the city, to effect a

rescue. Up to the night of his attempted escape, the doomed
man clung to the hope of a second reprieve, for which his

friends were working with desperate energy at Washington.

A final dispatch, however, came from President Lincoln, and

was handed to one of the daughters, who tremblingly re-

quested Captain Ijelden to open and to read it. It contained

these words :

'• 1 cannot inlerfere."

"A. Lincoln."

The next morning at nine o'clock the stern procession set

out for the scaffold. We all remember the wailing and

screams which greeted us from behind the closed window-

shutters as we slowly marched through the principal streets.

On reaching the scaffold, the prisoner was assisted to mount
the platform, where he stood, calmly surveying the soldiers,

arranged on three sides of the square about him.

Suddenly, his face lit up with eagerness, as he saw a cloud

of du>t in the (listnnt rorul. Mriii}- of us at first thought of

the rescue for which he evidently hoped. lUit soon wc per-

ceived that the dust was raised by a heavy column of infantry.
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and that it was the colored brigade to which the murdered

Sanborn belonged.

The clerical friends of the prisoner then repeated a brief

prayer, after which they embraced him and withdrew. Cap-

tain Shepard next read the sentence of death and took his

leave. Dr. Wright now advanced to the edge of the platform,

and in a clear, firm voice spoke as follows :
" For myself I

have very little to say. As to the deed for which I am now
about to suffer the extreme penalty of the law, I will say that

it was done without malice and without a half hour's pre-

meditation."

He then knelt down and repeated the Lord's Prayer, adding

a short petition for mercy on his own soul. The fatal noose

was then adjusted, the signal was given, and the next instant

he was in eternity. His death was evidently painless, his

neck being broken by the fall, and after sixteen minutes had

elapsed, the body was cut down and given to his friends.

The coftin was peculiar. At the head it was raised, as if a

box four inches high were fastened to the top. Around the

sides of tliis upper rim were hung the photographs of his

family.

The entire event made a most profound impression on the

community, and, at least for a time, completely crushed the

disloyal element in the two cities, v/hich up to this day had

been quite bold in the display oi hatred toward the Union.

Much as we sympathized with the sorrows of the doctor's

family and with his manly bearing on the scaffold, yet wc

could not but feel that justice had triumphed and that his

pardon would have \>c<^\\ a grievous mistake. The rebel

papers were boiling with indignation at what they styled
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" another Yankee victory," and the daughters of the un-

fortunate doctor were adopted and their support assumed
by some of the Southern States—such at least was their

purpose.

A few days later a rebel was sent to Fort Norfolk for three

months on account of beating a negro soldier, and afterwards

the citizens were forced to respect our uniform, even when it

covered a soldier with a black skin and wooll)' hair. The
week previous to this, General P>arnes had come into collision

with the episcopate of Portsmouth—he insisting that one half

the Sabbath day the soldiers should attend worship in the

rebel church, and that the prayers be read for the President of

the United States, as the book prescribes. The wardens,

howe\er, refused to have their edifice desecrated in any such

way. The General then notified them that he should seize

the house and use it as he liked. The wardens, therefore,

invited the church members to remoxe books, cushions, com-
munion ser\ice, etc., whicli they accordingly did. General

Barnes, therefore, gave notice to the wardens that he should

hold them responsible for the immediate return of everj'thing

abstracted. So the " Nasty Yankees " were left in full pos-

session of the Siuictuary, The following order was issued in

connection with these events :

HeaD'iuaktf.ks Norfolk and Portsmouth.

NoRfOLK, Va., October 31, 1S63.

Arrangements having been made for the regular celebration of

divine service for the benefit of the ofticers and men of this com-

mand, v,-ith llieir families (not excluding, however, any citizens

who may desire to be present), notice of the same is hereby promul-

gated.

The service in Norfolk will be held at St. Paul's every Sunday

morning at 10; :o o'clock.

I'he service in Portsmouth will be held at St. John's Criurch

every Sunday evening at 7 o'clock.
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It is hoped that the officers and men of this command will feel
the importance of attending these services.

The men will be marched with side-arms only to the church, and
return to their quarters in the same way.

Care will be taken that no injury is done to the building, or
property which may be left in the pews by their owners. The
regiments will be held to a strict responsibility in this respect.

By command of

Brigadier-General James Barnes.
George H. Johnston,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Lieutenant Walter Long of our regiment officiated as
organist, and some of the officers witii their wives made up
a good New England choir. In various directions, therefore,
the period of our stay was marked b)- a tightening grip of
authority over the rebellious town.

On October 20th, Colonel Dutton was sent by General
Foster on a secret reconiioissance to Wilmington. His
orders were to ascertain the strength and character of the
enemy's defenses, the depth of water on the beach, and the
best place for landing troojvs, with the best location in which
to establish batteries for breaching Fort Caswell, etc.

The next day an expcflition was started out on a half
hour's notice to rout some guerillas. Ijghtv of our men,
under Caj^tain Frank Long, with Lieutenants Edwards, Dut-
ton. Crane, Trumbull and lUiell, departed on a steam tug for

a voyage of eight miles up to the canal to the guerilla haunts.
Much fun and little gior>' resulted from this scout.

From the tri-monthly return issued during the same week,
it appears that we had at this time two hundred and sixty-
one absentees " accountetl f.-)r by name." and besides this,

eighty more who were on " special duty," so that full\- half
the regiment was at this time scattered under other com-
maiulers tlian their nun.

In November, General i;. V. ikitler arrived at Fortress
Monroe, relieving General Foi,ter, who was wanted in Ten-
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nessee. We did not fanc\' this change, inasmuch as General

Foster was the warm friend and patron of Colonel Button,

both of them belonging to the Engineer Corps of the regular

army. As if to celebrate this transfer, on the night of No-
vember 6th a fire broke out in one of the Norfolk warehouses,

wherein was stored a great quantity of sutlers' goods. The
Twent}'-first was ordered to assist in saving the property, and

proceeded to do so. b\- replenishing their own stock of luxu-

ries and necessaries. A large quantity of sutler's material

was "saved" in this wa)- to the great satisfaction of the volun-

teer fire department. As jim Buddington expressed himself

on the next morniug, " It was enough to make a man get

right up and j)urr." Soldiers who had submitted to tlic

sutler's extortion had not much sympathy for his losses.

On the i/th of November, Colonel Dutton, who had re-

turned from his Wilmington explorations, made a little part\-

in honor o^ his twenty-fifth birthday. Mrs. Dutton and her

mother, Mrs. Sands, together with Miss Alida Carroll, Captain

Farquhar, tlie Colonel's classmate at West Point, and several

of our officers visited Admiral Lee on board the "Minnesota"

and also inspected the iron clad " Roanoke." Our beloved

Colonel was in high spirits thr.:>ughout the excursion, and not

one of us thought of this birthday as being the last whicli he

would ever spend on earth.

We celebrated the day before Thanksgiving b)' a raid into

Princess Ann County after more guerillas. Starting at mid-

night, we marched eight nu'les in the mud and darkness, there

being, in addition to the clouds, a total eclipse of the moon.

Reaching the proposed rende/.vous at five in the morning, we
found (instead of t'orty rebels encamped on an island) only

four men pretending to be citizens resident there. However,

we brought them away with us on suspicion that one was a

major and tb.c other a lieutenant in the Confederate army.

'I'he !ii;^lit uMich no (imil^t <A\d us good, but it tor^k several

da\'s to rc-^torc the arms and ciiuijunents to their previous

lustre. On our return, some of the men received Thanks-
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giving boxes from home, which caused great rejoicing and

lengthened the sick Hst ^ox the next week.

December now came in with decided cold and frost, yet we
were all of us comfortably housed, and we were beginning to

consider ourselves entitled to all the " soft things " of tliis

earth. Our Assi.stant-Surgeon even prepared to wed one of

the Norfolk beauties, the lovely Eleonore Harrison. The war

was going well for tiic Union everywhere. Chattanooga and

Chickamauga had just been won ; Bragg's army had been

destroyed. Meade had now crossed the Rapidan, inflicting

heavy losses upon Lee. Longstreet had abandoned the siege

of Knoxvillc ; Congress had ordered a gold medal to be

struck in honor of Grant for his decisi\-e victories in the West
and South ; President Lincoln had summed up the whole by

his Proclamation of Amnesty, in case the defeated rebels

w^ould lay down their arms.

We fondly imagined that the rebellion might collapse

before the new year, and already began to speculate whether

we had met the demands of honor b}' serving twenty months

with a loss in action of one man killed and a dozen wounded.

At all events, we seomo>i likely to remain in Norfolk until the

end of the war. for Genejal ]>arnes had publich' affirmed that

he would use all his influence to retain the Twenty-first Con-

necticut at their present post as long as he remained in

command.

Suddenly, however, on the day after the Amnesty Procla-

mation, our marching orders came. We were relieved b}- the

Twenty-seventh Massachusetts and ordered to Newport

News, while General llirnes was replaced by General

Wilds. Reluctant as we were to make this change, it was

in every way best for us, and was needed to restore our

martial toiie and discipline. We liad scarcely been practised

in battalion drill for six months, the companies were much
bro]:c!i lip ;ui'l \\:\\{ the officers were on detached service.

While as soldiers the men had gained in a species of smart-

ness and style, yet we were fast losing that unity and harmony
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which gives precision to a regiment and makes it formidable

in the field. We fell in with regiments in our after service

which had been made slack thoroughly and spoiled by like

indulgence. We needed to live in tents once more ; to hear

again the bugle calls and to resume the routine of camp ; to

constitute one mililaiy household of ten companies side by

side, and to recover the intimacies and the mutual dejiendence

which this contact engenders.

Said Colonel Button to his officers :
" Gentlemen, this

order is good for us. Let us at all events pretend that we
like it." A remark tliat deserves to be laid to heart by ever}-

soldier of the Republic.

So we passed out of provost duty, and though once after-

ward we narrowly missed being stationed in Portsmouth

again, yet it proved to be only a halt on our way to the

bloody fields before Richmond and Petersburg. In our weary

marchings and desperate struggles v. ith the enemy during

the campaign of '64 and '65. how many times we longed for

the flesh-pots and shade trees and safety of our six months'

stay by the River Elizabeth ! How bewitching seemed those

dreamy hours by the sea and in the half-deserted streets,

where guard mounting and dress parade v/ere the two great

events of the day ; where even the officcr-of-the-guard was

furnished with a Quartermaster's horse on which to make his

rounds, and where the ofhcer-of-the-day could go to the

theatre " for nothing," if it seemed necessary there to oversee

the audience! How often, as we lay in those hot rifle pits

before Petersburg, did we sigh as we recalled the awnings

and easy chairs, tiie white linen suits and .straw hats that

were the off-duty indulgence of the summer of '63 ! And

when we crept dodgingly up the zigzag called a *' covered

way" to the front line, amid whizzing bullets and bouncing

Whitworth bolts, how many times did we long for those

sauntering v.alks to tiio Marine Hosiiital on the bay or

across to the fig groves by the fair grounds on the roadstead

!
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If perchance we might once more again go South for

pleasure, is there a place we would sooner frequent than Old
Point Comfort and the two cities just above Hampton Roads ?

Fortunate were we, once to dispense the military hospitalities

of that charming retreat.

The following tribute to Connecticut soldiers was printed

in the Old Dominion, a weekly paper, published at Ports-

mouth, Virginia. It is no more thaii fair to add that, at the

time, the paper was not precisely under Virginian manage-
ment :

" The gallant little State of Connecticut is well represented

in this vicinity among the soldiery. There are now no less

than five regiments from that state hereabouts—the Eighth,

Eleventh, Fifteenth, Sixteenth and Twenty-first. Each of

these regiments has seen active service, having been in

several very severely contested engagements. Some, if not

all of them, were in the memorable conflict on the banks of

the Rappahannock, near Fredericksburg, December 13, 1S62,

and there bravely upheld the fair fame of the ' land of steady

habits.' And these brave men, as brave men ever do, know
how to conduct themselves in the busy city and on guard

duty, as well as on the field of strife. This has been ex-

emplified in the orderl}- conduct which has uniformly charac-

terized the members in our midst. We have not heard of a

single case of rowdyisrn, or wanton interference with private

rights, since they have been stationed in our vicinity, but

everywhere we hear encomiums of praise bestowed upon them
for the rectitude of their conduct and the excellent morals

which they exhibit.

" If these men be a i:iir index of the people of their state,

then surely does Connecticut richly deserve her honorable

sobriquet as the ' land of steady habits.' It has been our

good fortune to be blest, since the occupation of our ' twin

cities' by the Union forces, wiih the pro.-cnce of some noble

specimens of American manhood, but nunc have surpassed

the sons of Connecticut, who now form so large a proportion
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of the national forces in our midst. We wish you, soldiers of
your country, long life and prosperity when your country
shall be reunited and happy, hoping that you will receive, as
we know you will, not only the grateful thanks of your
countrj'men, but the plaudits of your own consciences, for
the efforts and sacrifices you are now making in behalf of
Union and Liberty."

X
^%.
t^_^.^rx^i;

Mi?'' -''

'^^W-
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CECA-iPTEK IXIII.

BY LAND AND SEA.

After nearly tliree months of provost duty in Korfolk
Virginia, as related in the preceding chapter, we were, on
the loth of December, relieved by the Twenty-seventh Massa-
chusetts Regiment and ordered to Newport News. We went
into camp near the same locahty, wliere w^e were just about
one year before. For more than a month after our return
here our time was occupied mainly v.-ith the usual duties of
camp life, together with daily practice in company and bat-

talion drills. Newport News at that time was a place com-
posed of only a few shanties occupied by negroes and
the poorer class of whites, and was used mainly as a
reser\'e camp and drill -ground for the unemployed troops of
the Department of the James. Since then it has become a

place of great commercial importance, the site of huge build-
ings and immense grain elevators, tiie terminus of an im-
portant railway, where millions of capital have been invested
in the business now transacted there. During our stay there
the wrecks of the ill-fated United States steamers " Cumber-
land " and "Congress" were to be seen at low tide, not far

from the shore, and the boys often swam out to them, seek-
in.g relics of the famous old shi[)s, wlu^se crev.s displa\'ed su
much gallantry in their hopeless contest with the rebel ram-~>

tlie destructive, the .sliort-livcd " Merrimac,"
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On Sunday morning, the 25th of January, 1864, an expe-

dition, consisting of the gunboats "Flora Temple," "Smith
^^r'ggs," " General Jessup," and the large government steamer

"George Washington," under the command of Brigadier-

General Graham, accompanied by a force of about thirty of

the harbor police of Norfolk, under command of Captain Lee,

together with one hundred and fifty of the Twenty-first

Connecticut, commanded by Captain Brown, left Old Point

Comfort to make a reconnoissance up the James River. Pro-

ceeding up the river until within a short distance of P'ort

Pov.'hattan, the troops were landed at what was called the
" Ikandon Farm." Two small howitzers were placed in po-

sition o\\ the banks of the river. As soon as the forces were

landed they made a reconnoissance back into the country

some two miles, and succeeded in surprising a rebel signal-

station, which was captured with all its apparatus and appur-

tenances, among which were messages deploring the change

of sentiment in North Carolina, and the possibility of the

return of that State into the old Union ; also, information of

the movement of a large rebel force through Richmond to

North Carolina, and letters relating to the removal to the

city o{ Richmond of a large quantity of grain and provisions

then stored at the " l)randon Farm."

Having secured their prisoners and all the valuables that

could be removed, the force returned to [)ay their respects

to the stores on the farm, \vhich the rebels intended to trans-

port to Richmond for the use of the Confederate army.

They found the farm in charge of Surgeon Ritchie, formerly

of the United States navy, whom they made a prisoner.

They succeede<l in ile.stroying bacon, Hour, corn, oats, hay

and otlier property, to the amount of from two hundred

and fifty thousand to three hundred thousand dollars. This

being the estimate made by the rebels, it is not likely it was

exaggerated.

The gunboats had not been idle during this time, but had

captured a schooner laden with tobacco, also a sloop not
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loaded. On board the schooner were Jeu-s with a large
amount of money m gold and silver, United Stales notes, and
Southern bank funds, together with a large assortment of
jewelry. The vessels were taken to Old Point Comfort with
cargo and prisoners, w here the flotilla arrived Monday even-
ing. The following is a list of the booty brought back by
the expedition

: Twenty-two prisoners, one schooner laden
with tobacco, one sloop (light), ten horses, one hundred and
fiky- three contrabands, and many other articles of impor-
tance.

By some mistake three of the members of the Twenty-first
Regiment were left behind on the return of the expedition.
Finding themselves alone in the enemy's countr>', and antici-
pating a rather unhealLh>- reception from the rebels, they took
to the woods, wJicre a "council of war " was held, to'deter-
mine wliat course to take to get back again to the Union
hnes. Concealing themselves in tlie woods until night, tliey
resoKed to make an attempt to reach Old Point Comfort.
Ihcy proceeded down the river about eight miles, where they
found an old boat, in which they undertook to cross the
river, but the boat sank with them and they were forced to
abandon it. They constructed a raft, but that also sank and
liad to be abandoned. Proceeding furtlier down the river,
they luckily found aiiother boat concealed in the bushes, with'
which, by constant bailing, they finally succeeded in crossing.
They then struck across the Peninsula, m the direction of
Williamsburg. IVavcling only at night and keeping concealed
during the daytime, they eluded all pickets and patrols, and
after three nights o^ rapid marching—much of the way
through deep swamps ami tangled woods, with almost
nothing to eat,—they arrived at Vorktown. bringing in with
them three vchvrccs from the rebel army. From Yorktown
they were furnished transportation to Old Point Comfort, and
from Ihen.ce to liic regiment at Newpi-rt News, where they
entertained their comrades with the story of their sufferings
and adventures.
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Thus ended the expedition, which had proven a great
success, and. if we may beheve their own reports, was a
severe blow to tlie rebels

; and the results accomplished
reflected much honor upon both officers and men composing
the expedition.

The month of January was fast nearing its close, and still

cnactinor the somewhat monotonous routine of daily drills,

and growino- rapidly fat in the enjoyment of our sweet dreams
of peace and the more substantial enjoyment of good living.
we begun to think that after all it was not so bad a thing t*o

be a soldier. How soon those day dreams vanished and
gave place to the sterner realities of wax, after events pres-
ently showed. Thus in this case "coming events did not
cast their shadows before."

To the soldier, who, at the dead of night, is startled from
refreshing shniibers and pleasant dreams by the sound of the
"long roll," or even at mid-diy by the less startling but
equally unex[)ected orders to be ready to march at a moment's
notice, the remark may well be considered at least question-
able, and the originator had evidently never lieen a soldier,
and knew nothing o{'' long rolls " or " marching cjrders."

He had never experienced the indescribable atui pieasurab/e
emotions which the beating of the '• long roll "

at midnight,
in the coldest season of the year, tends to awaken in the mind
of one who, a moment before, was quietly and composedly
sleeping, wrapped in his army blanket. He never had wit-

nes.sed the spasmodic awakening ,A a reginnnit thus soundly
sleeping, or beheld the laughable and ludicrous expressions
upon the countenances o^ those thus called forth to duty by
an event which cast no shatlow in its coming.

To the spectator, the scene created by the "long roll"
must be decidedly amusing. He sees s(.me starting from
their beds with the wiUlness of a maniac. »)thers. but yet half
awake. gro[)ing ab.-ut in the d.irkness for a missing shoe, .jr

tugging away at a tight-fitting boot. l;i\ ing exi/re.ssion to all

manner of unchristianlikc words. Others, taking the mattci
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more coolly, joke and laut^h at the expense of those more

troubled and excitetl or less fortunate tlum them.selves ; while

tiie majorit}', beini( in no very good humor, very affcctionatel)-

unite in consicriiing the author of the affair to the warmest

portion of his satanic majesty's dominions.

Marching orders in the day time, however, is another and

very different affair, and is looked upon more as a humane
institution, and consequently there is less excitement and a

shade less swearing, though there arc those in every regiment

who seem to thinlc it a duty to swear fluently and profusely at

all times and under all circumstances.

To us, quietly situated at Newport News, Va., in the best

camp we had e\ er had, and man)- of us in the enjoyment of

the society of our wi\'es, those marching orders came unex-

pectedly and preceded b\- no foregoing shadow.

But this was no time for ceremony, for the steamer " S R.

Spaulding" was at the dock and ue must embark. Ordeis

came at 3 i\ m. on hYbruary 3d, and at 8 p. m. we were nearly

all on board, and after ha\ing provided as well as might be

for the feminine portioti of the rtgiment at what b\' courtesy

was called a hotel, " we left them alone in tlieir gl'^rv'." with

the hope that they might on the morrow return to their

honies. where, far removed from "war's wild alarms," they

might enjoy that rest which is unknown in the life of a

soldier, and where marching orders ma\' never come.

During the embarking o( the regiment a ver\- sad accident

occurred, by which one man lost his life, and which cast a

shade of sadness and melanchol)' over our u hole vo)-age. In

passing on board the steamer, i'atrick Mulligan of Company

E, owing to the imperfect light near the gang-plank, stepped

from the dock into the river, and, the tide at the time running

very swiftly, he was carried be\'ontl the reach of assistance

befiHC help could reach him. A boat was immediately

luurred. but til./ p.u.r ni:m, im.i'Mle to h.'ld <.ut. threw up

his arms, and uttering one wild and piercing shriek, sank

down into the cold dark waves aiid was seen no more. A
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thorough search was made by the boat for his bodv. but they
returned to the steamer with only his knapsack, from winch
he had freed himself in his strui^gles in the water.
At 12 o'clock (midnij^ht) we left the dock and beijan our

voyage to Alorehead Cit>-. N. C, having a very pleasant
voyage until we passed Matteras, uhen many of the officers
and men began to lose their appetites, which had previously
been remarkably good, and soon after many of them might
have been seen upon the promenade deck leaning over the
side of the ship and throwuig themselves away. It happened
very well for some of them, l)o\ve\-er. that their ai)petites were
poor, ibr it was a bad i)lace for a hungr\- man in Morehead
City, and bad enough fur a man that was not hungry.
We arrived here on the morning of the fifth,' and dis-

embarking immediately, went on duty in the fortifications.

Previous to our arrival here the rebels had made an attack
upon Newport Barracks, ten miles distant and on the line
of the railroad running to Ne\sberne, the barracks at the
time being occupierl by the Ninth Vermont, and succeeded in

routing the Ninth, who, having in all probability an ex-
aggerated idea of the enemy, made but a feeble stand, .set

fire to their barracks, the railroad bridge and a large amount
of conmiissary stores, and fell back to the city.

A fort situated near the barracks and commanding the rail-

road bridge, with several lieav)- cannon, one a thirtv-two-
pounder, was also abandoned b\- its occupants with but a
fliint show of resistance, the Hag being left flying on the flag-

staff and the cannon unspiked. The rebels, on taking pos-
session of the fort, spiked the camion and destroyed the
carriages and a large quantit)- of ammunition, cut down the
flag-staff and took the flag.

A part of the One JIundred and FiftN-eighth New York
regiment and a battery were in charge of the fortifications at
the city. Colonel Jordeau. of th.e One Hundred and Fifty-

eighth being in command of the sub-tlistrict.
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On the afternoon of tlie day we landed, the Twenty-first,

the Nintli Vermont, a part of the One Hundred and Fifty-

eighth and tine section of a batter>', witii a small forec of

cavalry, led by Colonel Arthur H. Dutton, of the Twent)--

first, started for Newport Barracks, intending to go there or

fight for it.

We arrived there about nine o'clock in the evening, having
met with no opposition and seeing no enem)-. We found the

railroad damaged but little, one bridge only having been
burned by them and one by the Ninth VernK-)nt. The bar-

racks were one mass of smoking ruins. A train of cars w.is

also run uj) to the barracks the same evening. We encamixid
for the night near tlie ruins, and Colonel Dutton returned

to the city on the cars, lea\ing the commn nd to Colonel

Rijiley of the Ninth Vermont. In the morning we went on

picket, where we remained until about two o'clock the next

morning. February 7th, when we received orders from Colo-

nel Ripley to fall back to the city, as the enemy had been
discovered in our front in large force, and it was feared tliat

they would outflank us and cut off our communication with

the city. Accordingly we fell back a distance of five miles

to a place honored with the name of Carolina City (though
the cit}^ is one of the things yet to be), v/hcre, at the

urgent request of Lieutenant-Colonel Burjicc, commanding
the Twenty-first, we made a stand and patiently awaited

coming events.

Having remained here until afternoon and hearing and
seeing no signs of an enemy, a company of the Twenty-first

were ordered to move cautiously up the railroad towards

Newport on a voyage of discovery, and to immediatel\-

report, by given signals, the state of the country and the

practicability of an advance. A telegraph operator also

accompanied the forlorn hope. They [iroceeded cautiously

along until they arrived at X<-w[)(>ir, when tlie>- were sur-

pri-sed, but not captured, b)- Assistant Surgeon Charles Ten-

nant, of the Twenty-first Connecticut V\)Iunteers, who, being
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asleep when tlic forces left to fall back on the city, had. upon
awakening and finding himself ak-)ne with only an officer's

cook left behind in like manner, conchuled to remain in pos-
session of the place, which he did. until the arrival of the
expedition of discovery, when he immediately sent back a
dispatch stating tliat he had held the place twenty-four hours.
and thought that he should be able to do so until re-enforce-
ments arrived. Upoii the receipt of this despatch it was
suggested by someone that we make an immediate advance,
and no objecti(Mi being raised, an amendment was offered that
we advance by railroad as the quickest wav of re-occupying
the place. Many of the men being in favor of tiie amauh
ment, having, as they thought, marched over the road as
much as was necessary al read), it was unanimously adopted
and the cars were ordered up.

Arriving at Newport, we were received b\- the Surgeon and
the discovering party, and a salute of three guns was fired

from a cannon they had found and succeeded in removing the
spil:e from and mounting on an old pair of wheels. They
reported having ^seen no enem\-. and we reported the same.

Februar)'9th a reconnoissance was made eight miles be-
yond Newport in the direction and vicinity of Gale's Creek,
led by Colonel Jordeau, and composed of the Ninth \'erniont.

One Hundred and Fift\--eighth. New York. Twenty-first Con-
necticut, part of a battery, and a small force of ca\'alry, and
still no enemy was found, they ha\ing accomplished all they
intended, and probabl}- more, in their raid upon the barracks
of the Ninth \xM-monr. The\- had evidently left as rapidly as
they came. On the eleventh we returned to Morehead City,

having been out tight days, which will be long remembered
by the T\vent}'-first as the most gay and festivf period of our
service.

On the twelfth we returned l.> Newport and bivouacked for

the night, and ..:i ;hc thirtcciuli 1. fi for Ncwhenie by railroad.

having shaken the dust off our feet, besides washin«j a larL^e
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quantity from our faces. We arrived at Newberne at 2 p. m.,

the thirteenth, and encamped near the city.

On our arrival Colonel Arthur H. Button was appointed

Chief of Staff under Major-General Peck, who was in com-
mand of the forces and defenses of North Carolina.

Our camp was located but a few rods north of the city of
Newberne, on the right bank of the Neuse, and near Fort
Tottcn, where, after two v.eeks c^{ industrious labor, in the

intervals between drills and other duties, we fitted up our
quarters with a view to comfort and convenience, and with the

fond expectation of enjoying the fruits of our labors until at

least the opening of the spring campaign. But, alas for our
fond anticipations ! How soon they vanished into thin air

and passed away before the startling orders which came to

us on Sunday morning, just fourteeti days after our arrival in

Newberne! While the deep and solemn-toned church bells

were ringing the summons to church and to worship, remind-
ing us of the Sabbaths in old New England and the days and
scenes of long ago, the sound of the " long roll " fell suddenly
upon our ears, calling us to other duties, and forcibly remind-

ing us that, though the Sabbath was made for man, it was not

made for the soldier.

Whether all these movements made by our armies upon
the Sabbath were absolutely necessary or not. I shall not pre-

tend to say, but that some of them were absolutely unneces-

saiy there is, in my opinion, not a shadow of a doubt. Still,

the first and greatest duty of the soldier being obedience to'

orders, he is in duty bound to abide by the orders of his supe-

riors, whether the)- ma)' seem to him to be right or wrong,
and with them alone the responsibility must necessarily rest.

Pursuant to orders, we enibarked on board the steamer
'* Thomas Colyer," and leaving Newberne, proceeded to

Washington, N. C, where we arrived on the following nu^rn-

ng, ]'V[)ruaiy j^rh. Here \V(/ found a pleasant little toxwi.

situated upon the left bank of ihe Tar ri\'ei, at the head of

steamboat navigation, very prettily laid out, but occupied at
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that time .mostly by the families of the First North Carohna
Infantiy Re;::^iment, on clut}- there, and other regiments from

this state, the original inliabitants havinc^, man\' of them, left

for more coni^enial homes within the Confederate lines. The
business part of the town was most!}- occupied by sutlers

and hangers-on to the army, and by the Quartermaster and

Commissary Departments.

The troops here on our arrival were under command of

Colnnel McChesnc)-, of the First North Carolina Regiment,

who was soon relieved by General I larland.

Having diseml>arked, we went into camp just upnn the out-

skirts o{ the town, near Fort \\'ashingtt)n. Onh' four compa-

nies of the regiment, howex'er. remained, the remainder being

detached to garrison the different forts constituting the de-

fenses of the town. The following was the disposition of the

different com[)anies ; Companic:s A, G, I'"" and C near Fort

Washington ; F and B at Hill's Point, about six miles (\o\\w

the river; II at Rodman's Point, about three miles below the

town and on the right bank of the ri\er; Comjiany D at Fort

Jack, immediately opposite to and across the ri\-er from the

town ; Compan\- I at l-'ort Jones, on the left bank of the

ri\'er, and at the outskirts of the town. C<Tnij)an\' K, being

assigned to dut\- in a fort at Xewbcrue ])rr\ious to our leaving

the cit\-, did not accompan\- the regiment here, but remained

on dut\' thei-e.

Cieneral Harland arri\-ed here on .Sund.iy moining to take

command of this sub-drstrict, anil reviewed the troo{)S com-

posing the command.

The l-'ifteenth. Sixteenth and Twent\-- first Connecticut

Regiments had lateK" been formed into n new l)rigade, called

the " Connecticut lirigade," and was under the command of

Colonel Franl: IVach. of the Sixteenth.

The l(jng period of cpiiet which had prevailed in North

Carolina was at la>t broken b\- the attacl-: a.iid cai)ti!re of

Pl)-mouth, twenty-eight niile-^ diuaiiL, and the threatening of

Washington immediately after. Preparations were made to
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repel any attack Avhich might be made against the town,

breastworks w ere strengthened, and guns mounted, and our

force strengthened by the arrival of detachments of the Fif-

teenth Connecticut and Seventeenth Massachusetts Regi-

ments. All the troops were assigned places in the works, and

at 3 o'clock each morning were called out into the breast-

works in readiness for action, where we" remained until morn-

ing. Picket lines were strengthened, and every precaution

taken to guard against surprise, and to insure protection to

the town, and provide for its defense.

General Harland. ever active, superintended the arrange-

ments for defense of the town in person, and by his activity

and energy did much to inspire the soldiers under his com-

mand with confidence and courage.

Rumors of all kinds ^\ere in circulation in the town regard-

ing the approach of large forces of the enemy, an.d consider-

able excitement p!v\ailed among the citizens and other non-

combatants of the ji'.ace. The removal of women and children

to Newberne gave rise to rumors of evacuation and caused

considerable tluttering among the sutlers and others who had

well-stocked stores with no "visible means" of removing or

dispo.sing of their stock.

These rumors were strengthened by the departure of the

First North Carolina Union Volunteers on the morning of

April 27th, and on the morning of the tweiity-eighth it became

evident to all that the place was to be evacualed. The Twenty-

first were ordered on board the transport " John Farren," but

were subsequently disembarked and returned to their position

in the rifle pits. \\c were again ordered to embark, and re-

turned to the boat for that purpose.

Reaching the wharf, we found tliat, through some mis-

understanding of the Quartermaster, the " J.ihn Farren,"

which was laden with all our baggage, had been completely

loaded down witli negr<«os and thiir baggage. The way

those darkies and tlieir effects were tiMnMerred from the boat

to the shore " was a caution " to the " poor emancipated
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Africans." After the negroes were all disembarked our men

were ordered on board to unload the bag£;ai^c, and mounting

the hurricane deck, where it had been packed away, they

charged upon the confused mass of African possessions and

commenced transferring them in a very unceremonious man-

ner to the wharf. The scene which followed baffles descrip-

tion—and I doubt if the historj^ of the whole war can present

a like scene, or the Emancipation Proclamation of Feather

Abraham ever called forth another such sight. Feather beds

fell like snow flakes, only rather more forcibly, upon the

heads of the frantic searchers for "their own" household

goods. Bedding, clothing and all manner of domestic goods,

filled the air and fell like rain in one confused and inextricable

mass. Stalwart wenches displayed the pluck and muscle of

prize-fighters in giving punishment to luckless trespa-ssers.

Hooped skirts were hurled gracefully from the deck to

come down perhaps upon and over some corpulent wench,

and adding to her wrath, already rampant. Some were cry-

ing, some laughing, some fighting, and all wrangled amid the

shower of " bag and baggage," which " mingling fell." And

thus we left them, to be subsequently conveyed to Newberne,

but if they ever hved to sort that baggage they must have

exceeded the average duration of African longevity.

We left Washington, N. C, just after dark and proceeded

down the river to Hills' Point, where we took on board Com-

panies E and B, which had been stationed there. Hills'

Point had been the rendezvous of the negroes until trans-

portation could be had to remove them to a more congenial

clime. About two thousand had been sent there, and as v/e

were waiting, the camp fires on the shore and along the coast,

reflected by the clear water, presented a very picturesque

sight. With but little delay we put to sea, reaching Fortress

Monroe on ^lay day.

Thus ended our campaign in North Carolina, which occu-

pied iwst throe mouths fiom the time wc left Newport News,

and during which time we had hardly seen a rebel in arms.
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We lay in Ilanipton Roads until the next day, when we were
ordered to encamp in Portsmouth. Hampton Roads pre-
sented a very beautiful si<^dit upon our arrival there. Hun-
dreds of steamboats and transports of all kinds were steaming-
back and forth in preparations for the forthcoming campaigns,
and troops were coming and going in all directions, and
everything had the appearance of decisive action in some
direction.

We remained in Portsmouth until the ninth, when we re-

ceived orders to re-embark and join General Butler's forces at

Bermuda Hundred, where we arrived the morning of the
tenth, and after a march of seven miles encamped at General
Jkitler's headquarters, and remained as body-guard to the
General until the thirteenth, when, on the fifteenth, we moved
to the front near Proctor's Creek and took up position with
Heckman's brigade in front of the enemy's works, and on the
sixteenth fought the terrible battle of Drewry's Bluff

(ITLfK S DlI-fcNbrs AT OKMll'A HIM Kl-D.
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An officer, writing of our trip to Hattcras, says :
'* Again,

after having been for several months tossed about on the

boisterous waves oi innumerable ' military necessities,' and
' rocked in the cradle of the deep,' by the tumultuous billows

of old Hatteras in three different passages of the Cape, I here

give you a hasty record of the past, and very briefly review

the scenes that have transpired since 1 wrote you last. Here,

in this quiet little village of Washington, N. C, entirely dis-

connected from any other portion of the world, except the

connection found in one line of steamboats, which come and

go with the most remarkable irregularity, occasionally bring-

ing us a letter from the loved ones at home, bearing date far

back in the dim vista of the past and telling us of scenes

and occurrences of the long, long ago, we find but little

worthy of record during our stay.

" On the first day of April an order was received calling

for twenty officers and two hundred and fifty men to report

immediately to Fortress Monroe. In compliance with said

order we embarked on board the steamer ' Patuxent,' and

leaving the remainder of the regiment in camp, proceeded on

our voyage. And what a vo}'age ^vas that, my countrymen !

That night we anchored in the Palmico River, and the next

day towards evening we met the steamer ' Francis,' originally

a canal boat, and were transferred on board of her, where we

found a detachment of the Sixteenth Connecticut, bound also

for Fortress Monroe. We found the cabin of this remark-

able craft to consist of one room, about eight by ten, and

there were the accommodations for thirty officers in a voyage

around Hatteras. Here we were to sleep, cat, and enjoy

together the delightful sensations of seasickness and any

other ills which a kind Providence saw fit to send us. The

remainder of the boat was crowded with the men of each

regiment and their necessary baggage. The boat hands also

took their meals in the cabin, and insisted on being the first

.-crvcd, ami very kiiully olVcrcd tlic rcm;;inder of tlieir meals

to the officers at the Uilling price of half a dollar each.
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About eight persons could occup)' the tables at one time,

aiui the room had to be vacated by all others in order

for that
;
and to allow for the setting of the tables we were

obliged to give up the room for the greater part of the day,

and hang over the deck or sit up on the top of some un-

occujMed pile of baggage. So passed the days. Would that

the nights had passed as well. Crowded in the cabin, packed
like sardines in double tiers, v/e passed most miserable and
sleepless nights.

"Favoring breezes finally waflcd us to Matteras and our

worthy Captain of the unworthy steamer 'Francis' came to

the deliberate conclusion that, as he had no ballast, he could

not pass the Cape, and so decided to return to Newberne for

ballast. Noble old man! He, with all his nautical experience,

had to go to Ilatteras to find that he could not pass the

Cape in ordinary weather with a vessel carrying no ballast.

The return to Newberne was but a repetition of the voyage
down, and upon our arrival we found orders countermanding

those ordering us to Fortress Monroe and returning us to

Washington, N. C. Gladly did we bid our gentlemanly

Captain an affectionate and hearty farewell with the hope

that he may not forget to take ballast when he sails down
the dark river, from which there is no return. We left New-
berne the same evening and arrived at W'ashington, N. C.-

April 5, 1864, and returned to camp, glad to get back."
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CH:^..i?i?3i]£^ ik:iii.

:TIIE BATTLB OF DREWRY'S BLUFF.

ADDRESS DELIVKKED AT THE REUNION, MAV l6, 1 S76, \\\

CAPTAIN \V. S. iIUi;i;ELL.

1

Twelve yeans ago to-day, my comrades, no insurance agent

would have taken a risk on our lives. Our chances for

longevity were too slender to justify any great expectations

on that score, and the red clay of Old \"irginia bade fair to

cover our bodies in their last sleep. How grateful to us

then would have been the assurance that we should meet

here to-day, in a land of peace, from which even the memories

of war have well nigh iled ! Surely this is a better place

than that foggy, swampy, lurid, sulphurous battle-field in the

woods near Fort l^arling. God be thanked for the difference

in our favor to-day! And with such thanks in mind, let us

proceed to fight our battle o'er again at Drewry's Bluff, on

the 1 6th of May, 1864.

We had been spending the winter at that cozy and quite

admirable retreat known as Little \\'a>hington. in North

Carolina. Rumors had reached us of the policy of concen-

tration whereby General Grant would rake together these

scattered outposts and join their garrisons to his great

column for tlic destruction o{ l.ec. Hut our lite Huwcd

quietly on, with no rude alarms sa\'c now and then a picket

volley at Fort Jack or a skirmish with the big black bear at
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Rodman's Point. On the 27th of April, however, the enemy
suddenly appeared from the direction of Greenville, and our
entrenched camp assumed the dignity of a threatened post.
l^lierc was much bustle and countermarching and some tar-

get practice at trees and ruined houses in the suburbs, where
il was shrewdly supposed the " l^utternut " clad foe were
lyin- in wait. A party of skirmishers also pushed out into
the woods until the evenin.r^'s fire was drawn and two of the
Seventeenth Massachusetts were killed. But it soon appeared
that the time had come for the abandonment of our post, and
w hethcr accidentally or otherwise, these rebels had come upon
us, just as we were about to evacuate the town. After two
days, therefore, of rather fussy excitement, we embarked on the
transport "John Farron," and takin^^r in tow the boat "Pilot
Boy" at Hills' Point with Companies H, B, and E, we steamed
gaily dow n the Tar River, bound, as we supposed, for New-
berne. The next morning, however, we discovered that our
vessel was steering for Platteras, where we took in coal,
transferred four companies to a large schooner and bade our
last good-bye to the shores of Carolina. The next morning,
Sunday, May ist, we were off Cape Henry, and through the
•fog could dimly perceive th-.- great flotilla of gunboats and
transports which were destined to plant Butler's army at
Bermuda Hundred, four days later.

In due time we reached City Point, where we found one
of the new " double-ender " gunboats engaged in shelling the
woods on the north bank of the James, and the roar of this

harmless cannonade was our welcome to Bermuda Hundred.
The regiment was soon ashore and the fresh meadow grass
gave us a nice couch on which to stretch our cramped limbs.
Signs abounded on every hand that soldiers had recently
passed this way, but all save camp followers and provost
guards had disapj)eared, and we soon took up our line of
marcli for the front. A half mile from the ri\-er hi-ought us
to a series of hills, some of them of uncommon steepness, up
which we toiled. The roads were very blind and niuddv
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with recent rains. Swamps suddenly appeared in most un-

likely places, and our course seemed most tortuous and un-

certain, and our guide was often only half persuaded which

by-path to take. Numberless Creeks with miry bottom and no

bridge intersected our course, whilt a smart shower of warm
rain drenched us to the skin. The growlers and grumblers

had a glorious time at their favorite occupation, and a little

martial music, or a whiskey ration, were greatly desired by
the rank and file. Darkness overtaking us at last, we en-

encamped by the roadside, and spreading our " shelters,"

crawled under their Avhitc cover for the night. In the morn-

ing we found ourselves not far from General Butler's head-

quarters at the rear and soon had the satisfaction of seeing

him sally forth with his numerous s'aff for his diurnal round

at the front. Undisturbed possession of our camp was

granted us for the day, and some of those who considered

that we were born to good luck, began to whisper that we

were destined for headquarters guard. But the next day such

illusions were dispelled, for we were ordered to join the ex-

pedition before us.

We soon reached the broad and well-built turnpike running

from Petersburg to Richmond, and the mile-stones en-

couraged us with their report of the diminishing distance

between us and the rebel capital. Marks of recent conflict

began also to appear b\' the roadside—splintered trees, frag-

ments of shells, red-stained blankeis, with here and there a

dead horse or mule hideously rent by the missile which had

struck them down. The sounds of battle, not far away, were

occasionally borne back to our ears, and perhaps did not

quicken our footsteps toward danger. W'e came at length to

the Halfway Mouse, an old ta\ern nine miles from Richmond,

where we halted to await orders, and after some delaj-s re-

sumed our march, inclining to the right toward the river, and

taking a narrow ro.id along the c^^{[c of the woods toward tb.e

front line. Just here two General (MVicers rode rapidly by us,

with several orderlies in their train, and we discovered in one
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of the two our own idolized commander, Colonel A. H.
Uiitton. He had come on in advance of the regiment while
the latter was delayed at Norfolk, and had volunteered as aid

to General \V. F. (or ]>al(i\') Smith, by whom he was at once
made Chief of Staff for the Eighteenth Corps. Before he could
escape us we gave him three rousing cheers, which he grace-
fully acknowledged as he dashed on. We were destined to

Weitzel's Division of the Eighteenth Corps. His division

included three brigades under Wister, Burnham and Heck-
man. General Heckman's brigade was composed of the
Ninth New Jersey, and the Twenty-third, Twenty fifth and
Twent>--seveuth Massachusetts. This force occupied the
right of the army and was distant about one mile from the

James River, this inter\-al being picketed by two squadrons of
colored cavalry. Our conductor led us to the left of Heck-
man's brigade, where we relieved our old friends, the Twenty-
seventh Massachusetts, who had once before relieved us from
provost duty at Norfolk. This exchange of places v/as the

cause of much good-natured chaffing between the two regi-

ments. Little did the Twenty-seventh suppose that by th.is

movement they were about to be placed in the very jaws of
danger, and that ere another sunrise they would be decimated
and overwhelmed by the foe.

We ranged ourselves on their line in the woods, along
which they had built a rude parapet of logs, and sent out
three companies as skirmishers to the edge of the clearing in

front, where they had orders to blaze away at the fortifica-

tions before them, until forty rounds of ammunition had been
spent per man. Here surely was a grand opportunity for

every officer to settle his ordnance accounts, by that magic
paraphrase. " expended in action." It was now Sunday even-
ing, the 15th of May, and with dark there came on a stillness

which was almost ominous of the coming storm. As our
own position is now scttlod for the niglit, let us take a general

survey of what is to be tb.o battle-held of the morrow and
review the preparations now concluded.
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General Butler had made a great mistake, as we can readily

perceive, in not marching directly forth from Bermuda Hun-
dred as soon as he landed his fine army of thirty-five thousand

men. A quick and vif;orous move of this kind must inevit-

ably have resulted in the capture of both Richmond and

Petersburg-, since at that time, the only force with which

Butler could ha\-e been opposed was a garrison of five thou-

sand strong under General Ransom. But after entrenching at

Bermuda Hundred on the 5th and 6th of J^Iay, Butler pushed

out a force of five brigades under General Brooks to destroy

the niilway at Fori Walthall, so as to cut the line of commu-
nication between Petersburg and Richmond. This strung re-

connoissance failed and retired. Two da)-s uere lost in

delay, and then on the ninth three di\-isions of the Tenth

Corps and two of the Eighteentli marched toward Petersburg.

but after skirmishing at Swift Creek, three miles from the

city, the whole force retired, being deceived by the report

that Lee was vanquished by jMeade and was falling back on

Richmond. Therefore, the i ith of May was spent in strength-

ening the earthworks at Bermuda Hundred. On the 12th of

May the movement toward Richmond was begun in earnest,

and on the thirteenth the position i:i front of P\>rt Darling was

gained. On the morning of the fourteenth it was proposed

to assault the works at Drewry's Bluff, but finally it was

concluded to strengthen the Federal line by ordering up re-

serves, and so the next two days were wasted. It was Butler's

intention to offer battle the next morning after our arriwal.

The enemy seemed to have retired into three square redoubts

commanding the roads, and these, with the field works con-

necting them, were the outer fortifications o'i i''ort Darling.

Their line ran in a south-westerl)- course some three miles

from the river, cowring the approaches to Ivicl-mond from

tliat quarter.

What has occurred meanwhile within the rebel lines during

these nine da\-s kj{ indecisive ui)cralions by the Arm\- of trie

James ?
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(It has been my good fortune to have access to the histor\-

of these movements by Colonel Fletcher of the Scots Fusilcer

Guards— Hi.-^tor>^ of American War—v/ho says that he re-

ceived his account from General Heaurei;ard himself)

As soon as l^utler's movement uas discovered, }3eauregard

was summoned at once from Charleston, whence he brought

three thousand men. Pickett and Hoke with ten thousand

men were hurried by rail from North Carolina, and probably

the very soldiers who disturbed us at Little Washington,

were confronting us again as we lay on our arms at Drewry's

Bluff. The garrison of Wilmington, consisting of seven thou-

sand under General Whiting, was hastened to Richmond, and

Ransom and Colquhitt v.cre already posted with five thou-

sand men just outside the defejiscs of the rebel capital. Tliis

statement, according to IJcauregard's own authorit)-, gave

him a force exceeding twenty thousand men. The uncertain

and vacillating movements of Butler had given such time to

concentrate the rebel troops that Beauregard now resolved to

assume the offensive. He, therefore, sent an aide-de-camp to

Richmond, with an urgent request to Mr. Davis that fifteen

thousand men might be witlidrawn from Lee. using the rail-

road for that purpose, and these being adtled to the twenty

thousand already at Drewry's Bluff, might fall on the " Arnn-

of the James," overwhelm it, and then cross the river and

assail the left flank of Grant, whilst Lee attacked him in front.

Thus, the force under Butler could be crushed and all its

material of war be destroyed, while Grant could be dealt a

blow which would cripple him for the rest of the campaign.

President Davis was about to give his consent, when he in-

quired if it nu'ght not in such a case be necessar\- for Lee to

fall back on to the defenses of Richmond for temporar\- sup-

port. Being answered that this was quite possible, but tliat

such a move would aid the desired result by bringing Lee and

Beauregard nearer together, F'avis refused his consent and

ordered Beauregard to attack \s ith the force at present at his

disposal.
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Let us be grateful, my comrades, that such was the issue,

for otherwise, whatever might have been the result between

Grant and Lee, we, at Drewry's Bluff, would never have got

safely back into our " bottle" at Bermuda Hundred.

Beauregard's purpose for our anniliilation having thus mis-

carried, he next arranged his plan of attack with the troops

under his own command. He had organized his army into

three divisions, under Hoke, Ransom and Colquhitt. Li addi-

tion to this, he ordered Whiting with his division of five

thousand men to move out of Petersburg, three miles beyond

Swift Creek, so as to be within eight or nine miles of

Drewry's Bluff. Ransom's Division was to endeavor to turn

our right flank between Heckman's Brigade and the river

and to get behind us on to the road leading to Bermuda

Hundred. General Hoke meanwhile was to engage the

Tenth Corps under Gilmore on our left and prevent it from

going to tliC assistance of the Eighteenth. Colquhitt was to

be held in reserve in the works at Fort Darling. Whiting

near Petersburg was to attack Ames' Division near Bermuda

Hundred, and to operate on the rear of Butler's army as soon

as the panic set in. Certainly this is a very pretty })lan on

paper, and threatened serious mischief to us, if it could be

executed aright.

What our own plan of battle would have been, had we

been allowed to make the attack, I am unable to learn. It

is hinted that the purpose was to press close up to the

defenses of P'ort Darling and to reduce it by siege. Sewell's

regiment of New Voik Engineers had been ordered to the

right of our line, and two regiments, the Eighth Maine and

the One Hundred and Twelfth New York, were posted on

the same tlank in reserve. Here also was parked the heav\-

siege battery of twenty pound Parrotts under Captain .Vshby.

known as Battery E, Third New Y<^rk Artillery. (3ur old

friend, Cai)tain Belger, of Battery E, I'irst Rhode Island

Artillery, was to be fouml in the same (juarter with liis brass

twelve pounders in position.
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But whatever may have been the intentions of our com-
mander, they were forestalled by his more nimble adversary.
Beaureg^ard commenced the battle which both sides were
intending to inau<,^urate. A dense fog enveloped the low
ground and prevented us from discerning even a horse at the
distance of a few yards. Under cover of this fog, at 4:30
A. M., the enemy crept up undiscovered until they were fairly

past our right, and the first wave of attack fell upon the rear
of the Ninth New Jersey. With a tremendous yell and a
simultaneous discharge of musketry and artiller\-. the rebels

poured in upon Meckman's brigade, and ahnost in a moment,
the surprised General and over a thousand of his men were
captured, disarmed and hurried to the rear. At the same
time, another column charged down the road and endeavored
to seize the battery of twenty pound Parrots. Captain Ashby
and all the other officers of the battery were wounded, fifteen

of the gunners were killed, and thirty of the horses disabled.

A part of the guns with all the limbers and caissons were
saved, but three of the pieces were abandoned to the enemv.
Captain Belger also lost one of his guns. The Eighth Maine
and One Hundred and Twelfth New York, who have before

been mentioned as in reserve, now advanced gallantly to the
rescue, and with the remnants of Pleckman's brigade, suc-

ceeded in checking the enemy's pursuit. The rebels got
badly mixed among themselves and fired into one another at

times. Then Colquhitt's reserve division was brought up on
the rebel side for a fresh attempt on our shattered right, and
charge after charge was desperately made against us. Our
right ua'; slowly folded back and pressed around to the rear,

but a resolute front was still presented to the foe.

And now we .seem to have reached a point in our descrip-

tion, when we may wisely introduce tlie special record of the

Twenty-first Connecticut, for we have come to a period of the

engagement v.lien the Twc[VL\--first had become the last res.;;-

ment on the right of the army and was fighting both in front

and on the flank at close quarters w ith the {oc. Heckman's
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brigade was entirely broken up, and the enemy had followed

along the riglit until checked by the Eighth Maine and
ourselves. The Eighth Maine had now disappeared, and we
had " changed front to rear on center company," thus placing

our regiment in the shape of a letter L, with one face to the

front and one to the right flank. There was nothing before

us, or on our right hand, save the attacking rebels. On our

left we could see no one in the smoke and fog, but took it for

granted that our friends were there, if we had but time to

hunt them up and develop their support. As for orders or

supervision from any brigade or division commp.ndcr, we had

received nothing of the sort during the first three hours of tlie

battle.

General Heckman v/as captured, and not even a staff officer

came near us during all this time. We were fighting on our

own hook, with our right flank " in the air" and our left in

close connection with no one in particular. Fortunately, we
were too inexperienced to appreciate fully our peril, and were

not aware of the disaster which had swallowed up the rest of

our brigade. We really had no idea that v/e were whipped,

and had no intention whatever of abandoning our position.

It seems to me, after careful!}- studying this whole engage-

ment, that our stubborn and continued resistance on the

right, was the main reason why General Ransom was checked

and the rebels failed to penetrate to the rear of the Eighteenth

Corps. Beauregard said that he had ' succeeded in driving

the enemy from his rifle pits and turning his right flank, but,

that owing to the heavy loss sustained in so doing, and to the

disorder among his own troops, he was obliged to pause and

call up his reserve. With the aid of his reserve division

under Colquhitt, Ransom was able to maintain himself in the

position gained, but could advance no further.' Now, we arc

competent to-day to give one reason, at least, why he could

advance no further, and you, my comrades, were that reason.

Our bullets swept the path of his approach., and for three long

hours we declined to step aside and to let him pass.
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Such being the facts, we may be justified in tracing the

story of our own regiment through that eventful day. Having
joined the army so late on the evening before the battle, not

even our regimental name was included in the printed reports

of troops engaged, and but for our list of killed and wounded.
it would not appear that we had any part or lot in the affair.

At nightfall then, on Sunday, the 15th, we took possession

of the line just held by the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts on
the left of Heckman's brigade. Companies were told off to

occupy the skirmish pits, cartridges were inspected, muskets
freshly capped, ammunition boxes opened that a plentiful

supply might be in readiness, and then the troops lay down
on their arms to spend the night with such uneasy comfort as

they could command. No fires were allowed, and cold ra-

tions without coffee made up our supper. About nine o'clock

there was a picket skirmish on the Petersburg road in front

of the Tenth Corps, which quickened our pulses and helped

our wakefulness farther on through the night. Most of us

were half dozing and shivering in the ^o^ and wishing for

dawn, when suddenly there rang out the report of a howitzer,

and almost the same instant the bursting o^ a shell a few

yards to the right. Every man of us was on his feet in a

twinkling, but already ihc rattle of musketn,- and the yells of

combatants were heard, towards the river, and our pickets

began to fire furiously in our front and the answering shots

from the enemy struck the trees about us and went singing

beyond us. A soldier's first impulse at such times is to dis-

charge his musket at something, and hence the first dut}' of

our officers was to prevent the line from opening a fusilade

upon our own skirmishers before us. We could not see

these, but could hear the well-known voices of several officers

encouraging the men to stand firm. Then the bullets came
thicker, and we could hear the enemy crashing through the

underbrush towaids us, hut <>ur pickets began to straggle in

and wounded officers ami men beg,m to appear, and all ex-
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claimed: "They're comin^H the Johnnies are ri'^dit behind

us!"

And sure enough, there, through the fog, loomed up
a long line of men in gray, looking through the haze like

giants in size. And now the eager Twenty-first opened vvitli

such a volley that the rebel host seemed to be riddled

through and through.. The assailants paused and tried to

answer our fire, but for some unexplained reason there seemed

to be no stop to our musketry. The fir^t volley spent, one

woidd imagine tliat men must wait to load again, but there

seemed no such pause. All along the front now the roar was

steadily heard and the enemy before us gradually edged off to

the right. There Compan}- K was invoked in the thickest of

the fray, and its gallant Captain Shepard was soon laid low.

Tile same fortuiie had befallen Company \i a feu- moments

before, and its brave Captain Stanton had been sexereiy hurt.

Despite their repulse, the enemy soon reappeared in our

front, coming this time from our left, where the)' had made an

unsuccessful charge. In front of Burnham's and Wister's bri-

gades on our left, an excellent use had been made of the

telegraph wires by the roadside. These had been removed

from the poles and stretched from tree to tree and stump to

stump before our slight entrenchments. In the dull morning

light the rebels tripped and fell over this obstruction, which

they were quite unable to discover. A similar precaution in

front of Heckman would doubtless have saved his brigade.

But as it was, they found our front the easiest to assail,

especially since they had made a permanent lodgment on

our right. The Twenty-first was therefore subject to constant

rushes of the enemy, who tried to break in upon us both on

front and flank. Again and again they were checked and our

picket line restored. Colonel Burpee moved calmh- along

the ranks, his coolness, composure and well-directed orders

exhibiting both his courage and the phlegmatic temperament

with which he was ctid-uvc-d. Our stuni\- old Cluiplain,

anxious to render practical aid, armed himself with an a.xc
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and found a short method of openint; ammunition boxes, from

which lie distributed cartridges to all the empty-handed.

Death was thinning our ranks and anon the good Chaplain,

having supplied munitions of war to those in need, was

beckoned to the side of a dying soldier. " Are you badly

iiurt, my boy?" said the old man. "Oh, yes, sir, I expect

I've g.'t to die." " Are you a Christian ? " " Yes. sir, I hope

I am." " Well then, thank God, let us pray." And down on

bended knees by the dying man's side sank the fearless

minister, and with bared head, looking up to Heaven, lifted

his soul in prayer that God would receive the departing spirit.

Meanwhile the air was alive with leaden hail, and the roar

at times drowned the firmly spoken words of him that prayed.

But God could hear. Those of us wlio witnessed tlie scene

will never forget it, nor will they ever cease to honor the

fighting old Chaplain of the Twenty-first, Rev. Thomas G.

Brown.

Amid this carnage and confusion, the early morning had

passed on, and it was now eight o'clock, although the smoke

and the haze united to lend a gloom to our b;ittle-ficld and

uncertainty to our movements. At this juncture an aid from

Weitzel's staff apj^eared, wlio seemed a brave, sensible man,

and examined us narrowly through his gold spectacles. He

said that he had been sent to ascertain how matters were

going on the right, and addetl that aii attack was to be made

at once from the left by General Gilmore, whose forward

movement would compel the rebels to fall back and would

give us relief He exhorted us to hold on a half hour longer

and we should see the enemy in full retreat. It was doubtless

on the strength of this caj^tain's report that General Weitzel

made his reply to one of our oflicers who had been swept off

with fifty or m.orc of our men b>- the retreat of the One Hun-

dred and Forty-eighth New York, and who supposed the

reglmctU was dispersed or destroyed. '" Do \-ou want the

Twenty-first Connecticut?" said tiie General. "Well, then.

go join them in the woods yonder, where the>''re fighting
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like h—11." Surely the sulphurous comparison was nearer

the fact than almost any other simile he could have used.

So we rallied our coura;^^e and held on tenaciously for an

hour longer. Many a time did we turn our ears anxiously to

the left, expecting; to hear the battle cry (jf the Tenth Corps,

but naught save the rattling of the skirmishers could be dis-

covered from Gilmore's front. Instead of diminishing, our

enemy seemed to increase in numbers and audacity, until at

last Colonel Burpee became convinced that they were work-

ing their way clear round behind us. Our numbers were

decreasing rapidly. We had lost a hundred men and three

officers b)' wounds, besides all our stragglers and others who
had honestly missed their way in the fog and had retired.

Colonel Burpee felt that we could no longer maintain our

position. The men had fired away nearly a hundred rounds

apiece, and some of their muskets were so foul as to be use-

less. The order was therefore given to fall back towards the

Petersburg road. As a proof of our lonely situation, it is

enough to sa}- that we knew not in which direction our friends

were, and narrowlx' escaped marching straight into the ene-

my's liands, onl\" sa\"ing ourselves by facing square about and

going in an opposite course. V.'e were not pursued, and in

five minutes reached the open field behind our battle line.

Malting here a few minutes and receiving a fresh supply of

cartridges, we reformed on the right of the Ninety-eighth

New York, and the two regiments were ordered to charge

again forward into the wood and to g(T as far as we could mal:e

our way. We did so, and were able to adwince <ibout twenty

rods, when the firing was renewed for a time, then slackened,

and at last well nigh ceased. This line was held while the

wounded were collected and cared for, and later in the day

the entire battle-field of iJrewry's Bluff was abandoned by

General Butler, and we retired without molestation to Ber-

muda Hundred.

Beauregard followed us at ;i !ei-;urel\- pace through the

rain and mud and worried us in our entrenchments for a few





/ ^ /f/

\v.

/
X^

' Al 1 \IN 1,. IIKKV I'AtKl.k. CAllAIV IS\\r 1). KINVON.
IVNAM AND AIMI 1 \M I RANK C. H ll-KIV. I II L lENAM IKKUKKICK A. KICH.





The Battle of Drewrfs Bhiff-.
'

195

ilays, after wliich, he contented himself with watching us from
an oiiposing h"ne of works ^vh;ch prevented our progress
'Ihusuastlic back dour of Riclmiond slanin)ed in Butler's
face, and he was "bottled up at I>erniuda Hundred," as
(icncral Grant described the situation. Thus a re-enforce-
ment of at least fifteen thousand men reached Lee in season
to take part in the battle of Cold Harbor.

It is impossible to repress our mortification as we review
the results of this engagement, and it seems outrageous that
we should have accepted any such issue. The total loss ol

our army in killed, v.ounded and prisoners was two thousand
five hundred. Five pieces of arLilleiy had also been captured.
Hut this was not so serious a misfortune as to v/arrant our
retreat. The foe had also suffered heavily, and we had re-

maining an army of twenty-eight thousand men, a large
portion of which was hardly under fire in the action of the
1 6th of May. It is said that Gilmore was ordered to the
support of Smith, but misinterpreted the command as one
to retire to the rear. It is certainly true that v.hile the Tenth
Corps was thus retiring, the enerny ventured to follow us up.
when one regiment, the Fortieth Massachusetts, turned upon
them, and, contrary to orders, made a bayonet charge, driving
back- the rebels a good half mile to their entrenchments. This
indicates what might have been done had the entire corps
ailvanced instead of filling back. But the Tenth Corps was
withdrawn behind the Eighteenth. Then at 2:30 the artillery

was retired except a battery or two to cover our retreat.

1 iien the ambulances and supply trains were dispatched to
the rear, and finally the whole army retreated, for no reason
appar.-ntly save the will of the commander. The rebels did
not pursue, nor offer us any temptation to change our mind.
1 1iey were doubtless too glad to see us depart, for they had
t"very reason to expect us to advance. They gladl\' accepted
'""• gcnrou-; -itl of the abanduiicd battle-field, from which
^!'^y gleaned a rich harvest of spoils.
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General Grant is reported to have said, wl^-n he learned
that Butler was back at l^ermuda Hundred, "

I ou-ht to have
put Mcpherson in connnand of the Armv of the James.-
Had McPherson assumed command at noon on the i6th ,.f
May, we should in all human probability liave been in full
possession of Fort Darhnir before nii,ditfall. What ue needed
was a competent commander.

But aside from the general result, uc liave every reason to
remember with pride and tender interest our share in the
battle of Drewry's Bluff. We were seve.ely tested and for
almost the first time came into vivid contact with all the
horrible realities of war. Our loss was officially reported as
four ofhcers wounded-thrce of these so severely as to ob!i--e
them to withdraw from the service—and one hundred and sTx
enhsted men killed and wounded, beside thirteen missi„<.
Hence the regiment was for worse than decimated in thts
encounter. While serving through many hard-fought con-
tests in the months which f >llowed, our nerve and endurance
were never put to a harder trial, nor was our list of casualties
ever again so great in one battle. We really gained avast
deal of martial cou^M\':ncc m that engagment, and ha\-e
always felt that, in so far as we were concerned, we won a
triumph on that day.

We were ordered to inscribe "Drewry's Bluff upon our
banner, and we placcil the name as a victory on its f.-lds

Throughout that da)- our Hag was never lowered to the foe
and though its silk was rent with balls and its staff was
sphntered and drenched with the color sergeant's blood, yet
some faithful hand wa.^ always extended to uplift the emblem
of unconquered defiance. At one time the colors were planted
in the center of a cartpath leading through the woods and the
color guard were greeted with a concentrated fire at short
range from the enemy. A minie-ball pierced the flag-staff
and the wrist of him who carried it. !nit no ..iie thou^jli: ,,,f

flmching and the exposed po.^ition was maintained until the
whole I-ederal line was advanced. We also made on that
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day many valuable discoveries in regard to the bravery and

efficiency both of ofncers and men. As we remember how
oiie and another behaved under fire, there was something like

a revision of former estimates, and many a modest and hereto-

fore unappreciated soldier found himself a sudden favorite.

Henceforth, this standard of judgment prevailed and promo-

tions and honors were awarded on this basis.

" \\'hiskc)--couragc " was afterwards at a discount with us,

partly through some painful experiences of our own, but

mainly because of what we saw in many of the rebels whom
we shot down. Numbers of them were thoroughly crazed

with gunpowder and whiskey, a mi.xture of which was found

in their canteens. These poor wretches were full of horse-

courage and pranced around with drunken energy till the)'

fell in their folly, pierced like any other target with the shots

they had invited. Our prejudice against this method of

prc[)aration for battle was strengthened by our experience on

the i6th of ]\Iay. We concluded that when a man is "fight-

ing drunk " all the good soldier in him is gone, and at best

he is onl)' food for jjowder.

Dear comrades, to have fought and bled together in one

siich battle as this which we have described is surely reason

enough for the tio uhicli binds us in a union of hearts.

I'A'cn to liave fought u[)on opposite sides in the great rebel-

liwu, may now beciMue a reason of sympathy between North

and South. IJotli l^lue and Gra)' learned many a lesson of

mutual respect as they crossed swords in the struggle for

Richmond.

W'c do not seek by these rehearsals of the past to keep

alive the old feud, but just the contrary. No Americans

fratermze more reatlily or heartily to-day than l''ederal and

Confederate, as they meet and discuss the campaigns of Grant

atKJ Lee. May wc learn to know each other too well ever to

<|u;irrel again ! Sh-uihl o-ir c<un!tr\' become iin-olved in

another war, ma\- tlie Blue and the Gray join hands again

beneath the " Stars and Stripes " to subdue our common foe !
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HkADQUART F.RS TwENTY-riKSr CONNKCTICUT VOLUNTEERS,

111 the fidld ntar Bermuda Hundred, Va.

May 23, 1S64.

Brigadier-General II. J. Morse.

AdjiUanl-Gtneral Connociicut.

General— I have tlie honor lo transmit the following list of

killed, wounded and missing from this regiment, in the action of

May 16, 1S64, near Di-ewiy's Bluff, Va. :

Ca[)tain C. T. Stanton, wounded severely.

Captain J. M. Shepard, wounded severely.

First Lieutenant Williani S. Hubbell, wounded slightly.

First Lieutenant Alvin M. Crane, wounded slightly.

Second Lieutenant .\aron S. Dutton, wounded badly.

Cha{)lain Thomas G. Brown, wounded slightly.

Privates Wtn. S. Afunbell, Company -K ; Daniel Schippeon, Com-

pany B ; Cyrus J. Pease, Wm. N. 2\Iulkey, Company C; Henry

\V. Thorne, Company D ; .\mos F. Heath, Lyman Greene, Rufus

C. White, Company E; Charles Avery, Thomas Marrow, Com[jany

H ; Sergeant Alfred E. Reynolds, I'rivates Aaron E. Eldredge,

William Pickett, Bonj. Starkweather, Company K.

Co. A— Privates Alexander M. Francis, Frederick W. Glazier,

slightly.

Co. B—Privates Jesse A. Clark, badly, Cornelius Halpin,

slightly.

Co. C—Corporals Nelson Chapman, severely, Francis Hough,

slightly ; Privates Tames McCrr.itli, Clharles Andrews, severely,

Francis M. ISrayton, badiy, Horatio N. I'isli, Wm. Johnson, Wni.

£. Wheeler, slightly.
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Co. D—Corporal Frank S. Babcock, slightly; Privates Wni. L.

Allen, badly, Osmer H. Parker, slightly, A. N. Miller, John D.

Hoory, badly, Jas. TopliiT. John Nubley, slightly.

Co. E—Commissary-Sergeant John C. Douglass, badly ; Ser-

geant John L. Hill, painfully; Privates Charles Pi. Williams,

badly, Charles G. .-Vvery, James Hislop, slightly.

Co. F— Privates killings H. Payne, severely, Nimrod Nichols,

Alvan V>. Steward, slightly ; Chas. Williams, John Weiler, Gottleb

Lash, badly.

Co. G—Corporal Orrin S. Rix, slightly; Privates John Daven-

port, James F. Knight, Aug. D. Terwilliger, slightly.

Co. Il—Sergeants F. A. Rich, Edward G. Childs, Corporal

John \\. Selden, Privates Charles H. Diitton, Gilbert West, Isaac

G. Avery, slightly, O. C. Hills, Cornelius Kmg, badly, John G.

Lewis, H. Stevens, severely.

Co. I—Corporal Patrick Fox, severely ; Privates Peter Fitzger-

ald, Henry Donahue, severely, George S. Thomas, painfully :

Corporal George E. Wells, sligiuly ; Privates L. M. Maynard,

John Cranney, Henry Lomax, Charles G. Benedict, slightly.

Co. K—Sergeant Aug. Shepardson, severely ; Corporal Rufus

Dixon, badly; Privates Garrett Chehan, slightly, Charles C. Card,

George E. Pond, J. B. Woodward, Edward .-V. Sweet, John N.

Rice, severely, William Clark, N. P. Thompson, badly.

Co. A—Privates Ambrose A. Footc, Timothy H. Blish, David

E. Talcott.

Co. B—-Musician Edwin Rees (wounded).

Co. C—Privates E. F. Smith, Francis Mayo, O. D. Barker.

Co. D—Andrew A. Perkins.

Co. E— Oliver Brown, Albert T. Harris.

Co. G—Corporal M. V. B. Kinne; Privates S. N. Billings, F.

T. Bentley, A. D. Brown, E. M. Brown, George S. Congdon,

John Dnnham, Bradford Clark, Silas \\. Main, Welcojue Mofnet,

Latham H. Park, Robert SutclilTe.

Co. K—Corporal Giles F. Hyde; Private Augustus H. Cutler.
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RECAPITULATION.

Killed, enlisted men, - - - - - - - 14

Wounded, commissioned officers, . - . . . 5

Wounded, enlisted men, - - 63

Missing, enlisted men, - - - - - - - 21

Total, 104

I remain, sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient seivant,

Thomas F. j'-uktef.,

T^ieutenant-Colonel Cornniandini; Regiment.

Headquarters Twenty- first Regiment Conn. Voluxtefks,

In the field, near Cold Harhor, Va.,

June S, 1S64.

General—I have to report that Colonel Aniuir II. Dutton, of

this regiment, was severely uounded May 26th, while reconnciter-

ing the enemy's position near Bermuda Hundred, Va. Also, the

following list of casualties in tlie Twenty-fuse Connecticut Volun-

teers since June 2, 1S64 :

KILLED.

Co. D—Private Theodore 1 J. Bennett.

WCiUNlM'D.

Co K—Second Lieutenant Luther N. Curtiss, lungs, danger-

ously; Sergeant-Major Orlan D. Glazier, slightly.

Co. A—Corporal J. Francis Cowlcs, side, severely ; Corporal

Henry B. Luce, head, slightly ; Privates l>lihu Olmstead, leg,

Orsemus Jepson, foot, Isaac Garrison, hand, slightly.

Co. B—Corporal William W. Norton, hack, sliglitly
; Corporal

Dennis A. Langdon, finger, slightly ;
First Sergeant llenjamin P.

Baker, shoulder, seriously ; Privates David AVa>;on, head, slight!)-,

David N. Parsons, foot, slightly, Iidwiu Campbell , thigh.

Co. C—Sergeant William P. A .cry, 1.:^ sligiulv ; Privates \\m.

Jolmson, side, mortally (siiue dead;, .Vbner Spencer, hand, badly,

Wm. W. Holliday, finger, very slightly.
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Co. D—Corporal Canfield J. Humphrey, leg, amj.utated ; Cor-

poral Harrison Rood, back, slightly; Privates Charles W. Nichols,

arm, amputated, Thomas Brundrett, groin, severely, Alfred V.

Hanks, side, severely, Horace R. Chester, shoulder, slight.

Co. E—Corporal Nelson Wilcox, leg, slightly ; Privates Gardiner
Smith, shoulder, slightly, Wait Ridoback, Arvine A. Frazier, side,

badly.

Co. F—Privates George D. Tinker, arm, slightly, Albert Riidd,

thigh, mortally, John Murphy, ankle, slightly, Solon A. Moxley
thigh, badly, David Wright, head, slightly.

Co. G—Privates Charles M. Terwilliger, shoulder, severelv,

Giles Bushnell, thigh, badly.

Co. H—Privates Herbert E. Carpenter, face, severely, Morris
B. Brainard, thigh, severely, W. PI. Greenwood, side, severely,

Daniel L. Adams, abdomen (since died), Michael Horrin, foot,

slightly, James Savage, face, slightly; Corporal John H. Selden,

head, contusion.

Co. I—Privates Michael O'Donr.ell, leg, seriously, John Edwards,
both legs, seriously, William Edwards, leg, badly, James Kolihan,
arm, slightly, Michael Lewis, head, slightly.

Co. K—First Sergeant John F. French, arm, slightly; Private

James Ireland, bond, slightly.

Killed, - - - - - I

Wounded, - - - - 4S

I am, sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

TnOMAS F. BURI'EE,

Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding.

Brigadifm-Genkrai. H. J. Morse,

Adjutant-General Connecticut.

June 9, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas F. Burpee was severely wounded
this morning bv or;:; of the enemy's sharpshooters.

F. C. Jefkrkv,

Lieutenant and Adjutant Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers.
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Headquarters Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers,

Near.Bermuda Hundred, Va.,

June 19, 1S64.

General— It is my duty to report that Colonel Arthur H. Dutton

died at Baltimore, Md., June 4, 1864, of wounds received in the

field May 26, 1S64. Also, that Lieutenant-Colonel Thornas F. Bur-

pee, Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, died at the Eighteenth

A. C. General Hospital, June 9, 1S64. The following is a list of

casualties in the regiment during recent operations in front of

Petersburg, Va.:

WOUNDED.

Co. A— Private George T.. Spafford, head, sliglitly.

Co. B—Corporal John Armstrong, head, severely.

Co. D— First Sergeant Dyer A, Clark, head, severely; Corporal

Jerome B. Baldwin, eye, severely.

Co. H—Corporal Frank M. Carver, head, slightly.

Co. I—Corporal Lewis I^uiicy, leg, slightly; Private Charles

Hudson, arm, severely.

I remain, General, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

J. F. Brown,

Capi-ain Commanding Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers.

Brigauier-General H. J. Morse,

Adjutant-General Connecticut.

EXTRACTS FRO:\I LETTERS OF COL. THOMAS F.

BURPEE. TWENTY-FIRST CONNECTICUT

VOLUNTEERS.

Berxiuda Hundred, May 17, 1864.

Butler's Command on the James River.

We lay at rest, after reaching IVcwry's Bluf't, on the fifteenlli,

until four o'clock P. >l, when v/e took position in front of the

center of the rebel works, which position we were ordered to hold
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at all hazards. On the next morning we had a battle. The night

had been foggy and wet, and at four o'clock the fog was so thick

nothing could be seen two rods off. I had just sent out Captain

Brown with his company in front of the Twenty-first as skirmishers,

when a tremendous fire was poured on the right of my brigade,

which was the right of the whole line occupied by our troops.

The enemy had turned our right flank, and were in our rear. 'I'he

Ninth New Jersey and the Twenty-third and Twenty -seventh
Massachusetts were almost used up by the suddenness and heavi-

ness of the attack. I wmII not attempt to describe the whole fight

now
; suffice it to sny that in an honr and a half I was left alone

with the Twenty-first to cope with the enemy, who were in front,

and both flanks and a thick swampy wood in our rear. The men
fought well; in some instances, hand to hand with the rebels. We
changed our front to rear and fought for five hours through the

swamp and timber, gradually falling back, sometimes char^^ing

upon them when they i)ressed too hard upon us, and at last

succeeded in bringing the regiment and most of the wounded on
to the open ground, where we could get help. Our Brigadier-

General was captured, and I received no orders at all until I liad

fought three hours, and when the fight commenced I could not tell

how things were going on our right, and did not know that the

enemy had got around us, until their bullets came from thai

direction.

I don't know v.hat th.c Generals at headquarters tliink of our

conduct, but I hear that we gained much credit and that the regi-

ment was handled well. We were so long in the woods that they

thought we had been captured. We lost one hundred and six

men and four cornmi-ssioned officers. As for myself, I received no
scratch. A bullet struck the spur upon my heel and glanced off.

God covered my head in the time of danger and brought me
safely through. We were engaged from four in the morning until

nearly noon, without an instant's rest, and had but little rest for

the previous two di'ys. Notwithstanding the hardships we have
been through, \sc have very few sick men. I think it is their

plu( k which kee[is th'_-in up.
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Sunday, May 2 2(3.

The papers did not give anything like a correct account of the

fight on Monday. The Twenty-first was at that time assigned to

Heckman's brigade, and although we fought five hours in one of

the most diflicult situations in which a regiment can be placed, we
are not mentioned at all in the published accounts. But this is of

no consequence, excej>t as it shows the incorrectness of reporters.

If 1 can discharge my duty acceptably to Him, what others may
say or think is of little mcinent. Some officers go so far as to say

that the stubborn fight made by the Twenty-first in the fog and
obscurity of the woods saved the entire corps from destruction on
that morning. But how that may be I know not. I only know
that we tried to do our duty in the sight of God.

J t:( 'N/ f :-. " 1.

GKNKKAL ri-YSSICS S. CKANT.
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OPERATIONS ON AND NEAR THE JAMES

RIVER.
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Iinnicdiately after the battle of Drewry's Bluff, Colonel

Arthur H. Button, of tiie Twenty-first Connecticut Volun-

teers, who had previously occupied the position of Chief of

Staff under Major-General William F. Smitii, was assigned to

the command of the Third l)ric:;tde of the First Division

I^ighteenth Army Corps. The brii^ade was composed of

the Twenty-first Connecticut, Fifty-ei^ditli Pennsylvania. One

Hundred and Eighty-ei<^hth renn.sylvania, and Ninety-second

New York, and occupied a position near the center of the

line of intrenchments stretchinc^^ from the James to the Appo-

mattox Rivers.

Here we were for several days engaged in strengthening the

works upon our front, while nearly ever\- night we were called

out to repel some assault of the enemy, who seemed to be

using every endeavor to discover the weak points in our line,

as well as the .strength of the force opposed to them, along

our whole front. Nothing, however, of any great importance

occurred until the morning of IMay 25th, when Colonel Di:!:-

ton, ha\ing received orders trom Major-General William F.

Smith to reconnoiter the right of the enemy's position, he
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selected the Twenty-first Connecticut for the acconiph'slnnent

of that purpose.

The following official report made by Major fliram B.

Crosby to the Adjutant-General of the State of Connecti-

cut, furnishes a complete detail of the affair, in which the

country lost one of the most promising officers, the brigade a

most efficient commander, and his regiment a beloved Colonel

and firm friend :

To Brigadier General Horace J. jSforse, Adjuta?it- General Conn.

Headquarters TuENrv-Fir.sT R;:GiMr.NT Coxn. Vuluntekus,

^^
. . \ Third Brigade, First Division,

i,
Eighteenth Army Corps.

June 6th, 1864.

General—On the 25th day of May, Colonel Dutton, conmiand-

ing the brigade, having received orders to reconnoitre the riglit of

the enemy's position near our line of intrenchmeTits at Bermuda

Hundred, designated this regiment for that purpose.

The regiment passed outside of our lines and crossed the deep

and almost impassable ravine that runs along the left of our works,

until it reaches the Api)ornattox. On the further side of the ravine

the left v.-ing was posted in reserve, and the remaining companies

were advanced to the front. Our skirmishers swept along the west

bank of the ravine and thence further into the interior, coming

well on to the enemy's right flank. But night coming on, Colonel

Dutton recalled the skirmishers, and the regiment returned to camp

with orders to be ready to continue the reconnoissance early tlie

ne.vt morning.

On the day following (the twenty-sixth) Colonel Dutton again

crossed the ravine with his brigade, consisting of the Twenty-first

Connecticut, the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, the One Hundred

and Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania and Ninety-second New York,

with orders to push the reconnoissance until stopped by the enemy.

General Devens' brigade also moved out on our extrcnie left,

along tlie Post W'atthul ro;aJ, to cori[)erate -.vilh (.'oluivji Dutton.

who took up the line of march in the direction of Post Watthal.

After an advance of about two miles, through heavy woods, our
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skirmish line came upon the rebels strongly intrenched and almost

hidden from view by the thick underbrush.

Line of battle was formed at once, but as our skirmishers were

becoming engaged, Colonel Dutton, who then as usual, was on the

skirmish line, was mortally wounded. The command then de-

volved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Burpee, Twenty-first Connecticut,

who shortly after received orders to retire, as the enemy were then

massing opposite the center of our intrenched line.

Colonel Dutton died from the effects of his wound on the 4th of

June. He graduated at West Point in 1861, Kilpatrick, Custer,

O'Rourke, Benjamin and Farquhar being among his classmates.

Bold and chivalrous, with a nice sense of honor, a judgment quick

and decisive, an unwavering zeal in his chosen i)rofession, he was,

in every respect, a thorough soldier.

As an engineer, his talents were of the highest order, and at the

time of his death he had attained the rank of Captain of Engineers

in the regular army. By his companions in arms he will never be

forgotten, and to them his last resting place will be as a shrine

commemorating the friendships which not the rude shock of war,

nor lapse of time, can blight or destroy.

I have the honor to be, General,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(Signed), Hiram V>. Crosby,

Jifnjor Commanding Twenty-first Conn. Volunteers.

On ^L^y 29th \vc received marching orders and proceeded

to Whitcliouse Landin|^\ arriving there on June ist. We
then proceeded to Cold Harbor, where we participated in the

engagement oi the 3d of June, particulars of which will be

found in the subjoined report.

7o BrigadUr-General Horace J. Morse, Adjutant- General Conn.

Headouarters Twenty-First Conn. Volunteers,

Third Brigade, First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.

June 12, 1.S64.

Ce.nkkal—-I have the honor V) submit the fuHowin^j: report of

the part taken by this regiment in the battle of Cold Harbor on the

3d day of June, this duty devolving upon me in consequence of the
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death of Lieutenant-Colonel Burpee, who v/as in coniniand of the

regiment during the engagement referred to.

At three o'clock on the morning of the third, our brigade was

formed in close column by division, the Twenty-first Connecticut

being at the head of the column with fixed bayonets, nj.on which

they were instructed to place sole reliance in storming thi; enemy's

works. The brigade of General Marston, also in close cohnnn, by

division, was in the advance. The two brigades at about dayh'ght

made an assault on the strongly intrenched line of the enemy, who

immediately ojjened upon the advancing column with such a rapid

and effective fire of musketry and artillery, thit the Icigade in front

was tlirown back with heavy loss, and in great confusion, U|ion the

head of our colunm, which, notwithstanding, held its ground with

the steadiness of veterans. The Twenty-first Connecticut was now

deployed in line of battle on the advanced ground we then held, to

guard against a threatened assault on the part of the enemy. 'UK-

regiment was here exposed to a sharp fire of shot and shcil, both

direct and infilading, from the enemy's works, which were Ixirely

two hundred yards distant, but protected partly by the formal lun

of the ground, which gave the men some shelter while lying down,

the casualties, which otherwise would have been very heavy, weie

comparatively light.

We held ihis position some three hours, and were then sent lo

re-enforce General Durnham's brigade, in a contemplated charge

upon the same work, from another point further io the left. (.\c\\-

eral liurnham's brigade was formed in close column, by division,

the Eighth Connecticut to lead the ciiarge, and the Tv/enty-first

Connecticut to follow in line of battle with orders to rely upon thi-

!»ayonet alone in carrying the enemy's works. The enemy, how-

ever, apjjearing in such force along that portion of their line against

which our assault was to be directed, the order was subsequently

countermanded.

Thereginient behaved with great steadiness throughout the wliole

engagement, receiving well-merited compliments from brigade and

division commanders. A list of the casualties is annexed.

With profound sorrow I announce the death, of l/eutenant-

CoUmel Thonias i . 1/.:; pee, wivj was mortally wounded at daybreak

on June 9th, while going the rounds as Brigade Ofiicer of the l^ay.
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He survived or.ly until tlie evening of the eleventh. I,ieutenant-

Coloiiel Burpee had borne his part with distinguished valor during

the Bermuda Hundred campaign. His coolness and good judg-

ment at the battle of Drewry's Bluff will not soon be forgotten by

his comrades in that hotly contested action. At Cold Harbor, he

was equally conspicuous for gallantry. While in command of the

regiment he was able and cfticient, always discharging with prompt-

itude every duty, particularly if concerning the comfort and welfare

of his men, by whom he was much loved and respected.

I have the honor to be, General,

r- . .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

tlt;,^ (Signed), Hikam B. Crosuv,

C'fi ."' .;, ' •, i; Major Commanding.

Cold PTarbor was evacuated by our forces on June 13th,

and so silently and secretly was the evacuation conducted

that the rebels did not learn of our departure until the light

•if day revealed the unoccupied works-we had so lately held.

We embarked on transports at White House Landing, and

sailed down the Pauiunky and York Rivers, and tlience up

the James and Appomattox, landing at Point of Rocks.

Here we remained one night, when crossing the Appomattox

on pontoon bridges, we led the movement on Petersburg, and

participated in the engagements of those first few days, which

resulted in such decided and complete success, and gave us

possession of some of the most advantageous and important

positions of the enemy, besides the capture of a large amount

of artillery and many prisoners. Had the advantages thus

gained been followed up, as they should have been, and the

troops pushed on before re-enforcements could have been

called to the defense of the city, the Grand Army of the

Potomac would not have been slumbering in front of the

Cockade City.

I'Ut the curps that. Ii.id been de[)ended upon to support us

did not come to our help as was ex[)ccted, and so delay was
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occasioned which furnished opportunity for the re-enforce-

ment of the enemy, and blocked the way for any further

advance.

Thus tlic " Golden Opportunity " was lost, and what would

have otherwise been a brilliant movement and an effectual

and disastrous defeat of the rebels, became in reality a failure.

So that we found ourselves in nearly the same position that

we occupied two months before, confronted by a force that

still resisted all endeavors made to dislodge them from their

stronghold.

With full conlldeuce in the ability and skill of General

Grant, the army still looked for sonic important movements

that would soon change the aspect of affairs. Worn down by

constant duty and exposure in the trenches, the regiment now
numbered only about two hundred men fit for duty.

The regiment was commanded by Captain James F. Brown,

Lieutenant-Colonel Crosby and Major Stanton being at their

homes in the North, the former on sick leave, and the latter

on account of wounds received at Drewry's Bluff during the

engagement of May i6, 1864.

Captain Frank S. Long, of Company D, was instantly

killed during the actiun of July 30, by the bursting of a shell.

He was a brave and able officer and greatly beloved by his

companions in arms, and at the time of his death was in

conmiand of the sharpshooters of the division. He was just

in the prime'of life and full of bright promise. Genial and

affable, he won friends among all, and his memory, with that

of our gallant Colonels Dutton and Burpee, whom he has so

soon followed, is deeply engraven u[)on the hearts of his asso.

ciales in characters which time can never efface.
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SKETCH OF COLONIAL DUTTON BY HIS BROTHER,

MAJOR CLARluNCE E. DUTTON. U. S. A.

JUSE J, 1S64.

Arthur Hcnr)' Dutton, Colonel Twenly-fir.st Regiment Con-

necticut Volunteer Infintr}', was born in Wallingford, Conn.,

November 13, 1S3S. He came from one of the oldest families

in tlic state, which reckons many officers who have served

their country in its wars : Coloi\el Benjamin Douglass, of the

Revolutionaiy Ami)- ; General Joseph G. IVjtten, former Chief

of Engineers ; General Josepli Mansfield, wlio was killed at

Antietam, and Major George Dutton, of the Engineers, who
died in 1S57. As a bo)' he was a fine scholar in the "dis-

trict" school, much esteemed and praisctl b)' liis teachers,

and also by his little companions. At a \'er)' early age he

manifested the premonitions of those traits which were so

marked in after life, and which brought him honor in his

suusce^ucnt brief career. The most conspicuous were quick-

perception, common scnst^, and a short, condensed mode o^

e.vpression, which was ot"ten epigrammatic. He had no pro-

pensity for \-ice or mischief, but, on the contrary', had a ha[)py

faculty of keeping other boys out of it by means of short,

witty expressions which laid bare the real nature of the mis-

ciiief and made the less thoughtful ones asliamed of it.

At the age of fourteen he was sent to a boarding school in

New Haven, and after two j-ears' study entered the Scientific

School at Yale College. In the summer of 1857, he was

.'ippointed a cadet at the West Point Military Academy. He
at once showed himself to be an e.vcellent \m\n\, and at the

first semi-annual ex.iminaiion, was jilaccil ai the licad o{ his

class, a positi(.)n which he ke[)t until near his graduation,

when he was oblitred to share his lienors with Patrick H.
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O'Rourke, from the Rochester district. (O'Rourke was killed

at Gettysburg, being then the Colonel of the One Hundred
and Fortieth New York State Regiment).

Upon graduating, Dutton was appointed a Second Lieuten-

ant of Engineers, and iinniediately assigned to duty on the

staff of Major-General Mansfield, and was emploj-ed with

Captain, afterwards Brigadier-General, C>rus B. Comstock,

in the construction of the earthwork defenses around Wash-
ington. In I'Vbruary, 1862, he was sent to Fernandina, Fla.,

which was then held by the Federal forces, to construct the

defenses of that place. While scr\ing there he was teiidered

the command t>f the Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut

Volunteers, which he promptly accepted. He never sought

the position ; the position sought him.

His career as Colonel of that regiment is so well known
to its officers and men, and has been so often recited

that repetition seems unnecessaiy. He was finally de-

tached from it, and became Chief of Staff to the Army
of the James, commanded then bs' Major-General W. F.

Smith. The position of a Chief of Staff to an army is one

calling for the highest orrier of military abilities and attain-

ment. It is one that has no recognition in the laws and regu-

lations of our military establishment, though every war we
have had has not only led to the recognition of the necessit}-

for it, but has in practice created it after the necessity for it

became manifest. As General Smith was soon superseded by

General Butler, Colonel Dutton was assigned to the command
of a brigade, and recommended for appointment as a Briga-

dier-General of \''olunteers. The appointment was made

under date of Ma}' 16, 1864, but before his commission was

received and accepted he was mortally wounded at Bermuda

Hundred on the James River, while conducting a reconnois-

sance in force. He was taken to a hospital at Hampton, and

ho[)es were clierished that he would reco\t r. The woi!P.d

was by a biilit.t {)assing liiiough \\\> face tiom side to side,

shattering the lower jaw. He was anxious to go North, and
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with much misgiving on the part of the Chief Surgeon, he

uas pcrmited to start. On board the steamer a secondary

hcmorrliage took place, and when Baltimore was reached his

case was hopeless. He died the next day. June 5, 1864.

Colonel Dutton was married June 8, 1863, to Marion, the

daughter of the late Rear Admiral B. F. Sands of the Navy,

a resident of Washington, D. C, and a famil}- of distinction in

the naval history of our country. The union was a most

ha})py one during the single year of its existence.

Colonel Dutton seemed to be a man who was marked out

for a distiiiguislied career. Th.e solidit)- of his character, his

early development of that wisdom, sound judgment and pene-

tration, which arc usu.'dl)' expected only in men of greater

age and ex[)erience, had made him conspicuous. It gained

for him the admiration of high authority and recognition of

his capacity for important duties and responsibilities. His

ofiicers and m-n felt it, his superior officers knew it. Ever)'

general officer under whom he served perceived that the

\M:)ung Colonel was a master who needed nothing but oppor-

tiinit) for a distinguised career. Combined with great strength

and force of ciiaracter was a certain calmness and placidity,

both of temperament and manner. Such a combination is

always impressive and insures confidence. His moral stand-

ards were of the purest and most exalted kind. His truthful-

ness was ideal, for he had an extraordinary faculty of repre-

senting everything with exactitude, and without a trace of

false coloring by extravagant figures of speech, or by ex-

pressions which overdraw or unduly belittle. Even his wit,

which was often brilliant, never led to a false impression. It

illuminated without distorting. It never left any sting behind

it, though it always amused.

In his personal relations he was most kindly and generous,

but he never lost sight of justice. One remark of his is well

remembered, tliat *' a pound of justice in this world is worth

more than a Ion d" generosity." In his social relations he

was dignified and simple, but always refined in manner, neither
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presumptuous nor basliful, easy to approacli and leaving most

agreeable impressions, not only upon people of his own age.

but equally so upon liis elders. Beneath a calm and quiet

surface, there uas also a strong undercurrent of romance and

poctr\' in his nanire. This was often made manifest to those

who came into close contact, with him, and it made him

delightful to those who could induce him to disclose it.

The early death of Colonel Dutton wa'^ one of those trage-

dies which are the highest price which a nation pays when

it goes to war.

i^ni»nf»

SUR(;>ONS AT WUKK.
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CH:_A_i=^':riiix-^ :x:~v".

THh: BATTLE OF COLD HARBOR.

ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THK KTC IMCXTAI, RFUNIOX, MAY l6, 1SS2,

P.Y CAPIAIX W. S HL'Cr.ElJ..

ci<J^-cl ii. . J

The fasciriation of war is mainlj' in the retrospect. W'e

study out a caiupai^a wilh its intricate strategy, its bold

nianieuvers, its victory perching in the bahtncc between the

hostile leaders ; we read of rushing squadrons, and flashing

sabres swung high in the air and the long lines of steel leveled

for a charge ; of colors bravely planted on perilous heights,

and blue columns swarming over the moat and up the counter-

scarp of some belching fortress ; we hear of the weary march,

the patient siege, the gradual approach by parallels in the

trenches around some doomed city, and at last ot the head-

long burst which captured the beleagured town ; and we make

such stirring scenes as these the backgrcnmd of our picture.

Then we put our favorite leader in the forefront and center of

our hero-worship. We dress him in all the blaze of his rank,

with plume and sash, with gilded si)urs, and jewels in suord-

hilt or scabbard, and as his steed rears at the bugle-blast, or

snorts defiance at the cannon's hot breath, whilst the rider

sits him well and smiles unliarmed amid the leaden hail.—we

adnn'rc t!ie gr<r;e-: and the :u.i;nincenre oi war. lUit the

batlle pictures are all of tiiem painted after the battle is over,

.md after the red laurels arc won. The groans and the
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carnage are then forgotten and the perils are overpast. Our
hero himself, no doubt, would acknowledge that he shrank

from the field of his own renown, and that he would have

gladly escaped from the combat into which he resolutcl}-

plunged. One of the reasons why the veteran loves to fight

his battles o'er again, is because lie describes past danger

from the view-point of present safety. This contrast between

what is and what was, heightens his satisfaction in the re-

hearsal of perils once encountered. It is largely due to the

comfort of this contrast that I enter with pleasure on the task

before me this afternoon. 1 am to describe one of the most

sanguinary and stubborn battles in which any two command-
ers ever crossed their swords,—a battle which raged almost

without intermission for ten days, yet, which was really de-

cided in as many minutes on the third day's encounter; a

battle in which the dead were numbered by thousands, and

which definitely settled in the negative the question of march-

ing from the Rapidan straight to Richmond. IM)^ testimony

will be chietly that of an eye-witness, and having thus, once

for all, stated by authority, permit me to suppress the ego for

the residue of the story. While, however, disclaiming my
own purpose to be all " I's," let me invite you, on your part,

and in no unconipliu^entary sense, to be all ears.

Some novelist has said that, in order to do full justice to a

story, the characters introduced should be traced back to

their first parents in I'^Lden, that thus all the ramifications of

their history might ajjpear. So, too, when we single out one,

in the chain of struggles during our great American conflict,

the embarrassing inquiry comes up, " How far back must we

travel before we reach any intelligent starting point for the

events we would narrate?^" Happily for us, the limits are

well defineil in our case, and the arrears to be brought up,

cover but a single month of our rebellion record.

Opening c>ur calendar then at May-day, 1864, let us visit

the great taciturn L'lysst-s, .is lie sits at evening before his

camp fire on the Raj)idan. Had we approached him then, he
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would only have smoked on in silence, but time has since

lifted the veil and we now can read his thou<^hts. Me says ;

" 1 determined to hammer continuously against the armed

force of the enemy and his resources, until by mere attritron.

if in no other way, tliere should be nothing left to him but an

equal submission with the loyal section of our common

country to the constitution and laws of the land." Tliis

process h.e was abmit to commence, and although at times

we feared that hanmier and anvil would alike be crushed to-

gether, yet the sturdy hammer pounded awa\- till the last of

his terrible strokes was d \ilt at Appomattox Court House

eleven months later. It was then that Sherman, himself, in

hot pursuit of Joe Johnston, sent to the Lieutenant-General

the following dispatch : ^ , . ;

" I am delighted and ama/ed at the result of your move to the

south of Petersburg. Lee lias in one day lost the reputation of

three years, and you have established a reputation for pluck and

perseverance that would make old Wellington jump out of his

coffin."

But in i\Tay, 1S64, the eyes of the country and the world

were upon this silent warrior, as they judged from a hundred

signs that he was about to hurl his battalions against the

wary foe. The Army of the Potomac had been thoroughly

reorganized, consolidated and equipped. It consisted of the

very flower of American soldiers. Trained in the school ot

defeat, the football of political intriguers, again and again

sacrificed for naught, ever confronted by the ablest General

and the best fighting material of the South, this patient, noble

band of undaunted heroes was once more to sally forth, and

for the first time under a thoroughly competent commander.

It now consisted of the Second Corps, under Hancock, the

Fifth under Warren, and the Sixth under Sedgwick, all under

the manipulation of Gennal George G. Meade and under the

immediate control of Genera! Grant. Hie cavalrx', an arm of

the service hitherto of little avail, was, all oi' it, consolidated
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under Slicridan, wlio was destined to make it. for the first

time, a terror to tlio foe. The Ninth Corps, uniler Burnside^

which had been recruiting durini^ the winter at AnnapoHs,

and which was composed in part of colored troojis, had also

joined the Pcttomac arnu' a few dAXi previr>us, and was to

share its fortunes henceforth to the end. All of the corps

commanders and many leaders of divisions were graduates of

W^est Point, and the old officers had been so judiciously

weeded out, that not only the incomi^etcnt, but also the inhar-

monious, hatl been transferred to other and less important

fields. The j^rivate solt'.iers were good men and true, well

schooled in all the duty of bearing arms, and having so

large a nucleus of \eterans as to season the whole bod)'. Tlie

regimental and coni|)an\' c>fricers were bra\"e men who had

risen from the ranlcs, who had the s\'mpathy of their sub-

alterans, and who understood by experience how orders

should be given and executed. In a word, the army Nvas

excellent in its material, in a high state of efficiency and ne\'er

before so well fitted to take the field. It was also powerful

in numb(.;rs, including a movable column of one hundred and

t\\enty-v>ne thousand o!ie hundred and sevcnty-eighl men, and

its artillery numbered three hunch-ed and sixteen gun.s. It

lay along the north bank of the Rajiidan, confronting and

watching the force utider Gi-neral Lee.

The Confederate chieftain was, of course, aware of the

mortal struggle which must soon begin, )'et he did not despair

of beating [)ack for the fourth time the iinading host. liy a

stubborn defense and b)- skillful return thru^^ts, he hoped to

survive the remorseless blows of his new antagonist, and to

i-cud him reeling back like his predecessors to the safety of

Ncjrthern soil. The sixty miles between the Rapidan and

Richmond were as fimiliar as a chessboard to General Lee,

and that veteran player h.ad thus fir checkmated every

a!ltagoni^t wl^) had ri-keri lu"-^ |;;eLes thereon. The great

acKanlage of pi i\ing a defensi\e game he full)- appreciated,
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and now he calmly awaited an attack. He had selecled with

care ever}' probable baltle-ficld and had fortified every inch

of ground that could be useful in punishing his assailant.

He held the key to every road through that great tangled

waste known as the Wilderness. If forced out of this strong-

hold he would make a stand at the river IMattapony, and if

that was not enough, would dispute the passage of tiie North

and Soutli Anna and Pamunkey Rivers. E\-cn if these cross-

ings were forced, he had still the deep, unfordable Chicka-

honiiny, that fatal barrier, which had so often saved the rebel

ca{)ital from our grasp. Now, as the proportion of loss

between an assaulting force without earthworks and a defend-

ing force behind earthworks, is in the ratio of ten to one, it

is evident that Lee had good reason to suppose himself

secure. By com}>elling Grant to repeated assaults upon almost

impregnable positions, the Union army would soon be deci-

mated and disheartened and the task of taking Richmond would

be abandoned as hopeless. So at least reasoned General Lee.

The rebel soldiers were ex[Messly assured in a circular from

headquarters that, if the\- were successful in arresting this

first advance of Grant's, the independence of the South was

achieved.

Lee was strongly entrenched on the south bank of tlie

Rapidan, his lines extending about twcntv miles on each side

of his headquarters at Orange Court House, his left flank

resting on Gordons\-ille and his right protected b\- Mine Run.

a creek flowing due north at right angles to the main ri\er.

His infantry was divided into three corj)s, conmiandcti by

Longstreet. Ewell and Hill, the cavalr\- being ably generaled

by Stuart, w he) was slain b\- Sheridan a few da\-s later.

The force, of all arms, at Lee's dis[)osal, was [)robabl\- about

ninety-si.x thousand men.

Colonel Taylor, the confidential Assistant Adjutant-General

of Lee, ui\es these fi'-ures;



.A'j'VviiW SiV

f>f . .',.

vJ[ v.:o:



222 T'djcnty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

Army of Northern Virginia, April 20, '64, - 63,984
Pickett's and Hoke's Division fruni North

Carolina, .-.-.. 14,400

With Breckenridge's connr.aiid fron-i West \'ir-

ginia, and Beauregard's iVoiu Ricliniond, 18,000

Aggregate of all troops engaged from Wilder-

ness to Cold Harbor, .... 96,384

(Other rebel authorities put Breckenridge's and Beauregard's

forces at 28,000. Lee's artillery included 224 gims.)

Ilavini; thus refreshed our memory as to the relative strength

and position of the two grand armies, let us now rettirn to

the tent of our Federal Commander, whose duty it is to take

the initiative in this momentuous campaiijn. Grant's plan

was to cross the ri\-cr below his own camp at Germania Ford,

and by a sudden more turn the right flank of General Lee

and cut him off from Richmond; then by a series of fierce

and continuous battles, to beat him and destroy his army.

Failing in this, there remained the alternative of forcing him

back by edging down constantly the left flank of our troops,

striking him a side blow at e\er)' stei), and .thus by threaten-

ing to overlap his right, compelling him to retreat on to

Richmond and pursuing him thither. This feature of tactics

explains \\h)-, in all the great conflicts wliich follow, the

hostile armies were facing l^ast and W'est, rather than North

and South. The entire mo\ ement, iVum the Rapidan to the

James, presents the spectacle of an army moving sidewise

towards its goal, ever and anon halting to front and fight at

right angles to its own course. The soldiers called it a crab

movement, since the crab, while facing in one direction,

reaches out and tra\-els (.)n towards its right or left.

li!ver}thiiig now was in readiness foi the Army of the

Potomac to tno\.'e. At mitlnight on the 3d of May our

eav.diy. with an en;.,iiieer ['aity wwd pont'H>n train, threw five

bridges across the Rapidan (here about two iiundred feet

wide) and tlie troops pushed on to Chancellorsville witiiout
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opposition. Before noon of the following day the army was

safely over and on the march" for the Wilderness Ta\ern.

Tlius far the movement had been a surprise to General I.ee.

Avho, as it seems, had expected our advance against his left

at Gordonsville. 1 le now hurries across his left wing, uiider

Longstreet, to fall upon the Federal troops while passing

through the ravines and impenetrable undergrowth of the

wilderness. The rebels, having shorter and better roads to

traverse, were able to outmarch our troops and to plant

themseKes across our path. Then folhiwcd that desperate

wrestle for four da)-s in those sombre tliickets of scrub oak

and pine. The end was a drawn battle, but the hope of Lee

that v,-e were retreating on Washington was rudely dispelled.

for he soon discovered that Durnside and Sedgwick had

again marched past his right and were on their way to

Spottsylvania Court House. The astounding fact appeared

that our anriy was neither beaten nor demoralized, but was

being launched forward for another blow.

At this good news, the lo)'al North, which had been hold-

ing its breath witli intensity of apprehension, burst into enthu-

siasm and Prcsideal Lincoln issurd a proclamation for a day

of public thanksgiving and prayer. But the wildest excite-

ment still prevailed th.roughout the land. The President and

the heads of departments at Washington sat up all night to

receive tidings. Lee was not \-et routed and driven from the

field. Orders were issued to arre.-^t every fugitive and not to

pernut a single deserter to enter the defen.^es at Washington,

and to put in irons all cowardly cTficers fnind lurking at the

capital. Re-enforcements were hourly foi wartled. The forts

at Washington were stripped of their garrisons and members

of the invalid corps put on duty instead. Thirty thousand

volunteers for one hundred days were called out to play the

soldier in c.imp and at the rear, and ever)-wl!ere the mtion

guarded it-eitanew for x\\c cmcr-cuc)- .Ttlie k.our.

Meanwhile, Grant had l)een .•shifting his divisions from right

to left, and thus creeping steadily southward, till he had
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reached an open table-land fifteen miles from the WiklLrness.

Here, for the first time, artillery could Oio its awful share in

the general carnage, and, prefaced b}' a fierce cannonade,

on the 9tl\ of ^lay began the baLlle of Spottsylvania Court

House. In the midst of this encounter, Grant j)enne(.l his

famous dispatch :

•' I propose to fight it out on this line if it takes all siinnner."

After twelve davs of incessant and sanguinary struggle, it

was seen that the attem{)t to c'.'UnIi Lee in this posiii(jn was

hopeless. Making a eletour of eii^ht nnlcs to the eastward,

the J-^edcral coliunns were once more headeel toward Rich-

mond, and simultancLUisly the rebels started b)' parallel roads

to escape their being cut off from their capital. Hoth armies

reached the North Anna on the 22d of May, and hea\"y skir-

nn"shing occin-red fi)i- the next thice days. Onward by a

flcmk moxement again sped the weary soldiers, [)a-.siug by

the mouth of the South Anna am.! .ilong the Pamunkey, into

which it merger. .\t this juncture the gallant Sheridan re-

appeared with his slashing tro^j[K-rs, who had been raiding for

two week's in the reir of Lee's arnu'. an J hid Icept the rebel

cavalry so bu>y a> to pre\"eiu them troin molesting our own

trains and connnunicati>)n<. He had. killed the t.LmiJUs ca\-.dier,

(jcneral ]. V. H. Stuart, h id L;i\en Wade Ma.mpt<.)n a severe

drubliing and lelcased three lumdred of our soldiers on the

way to LIbl)y Ihisoii, ami had actual!)' [jcnetrated the outer

defenses of Richmond itself. ca[:iturin.g a section yi^ artillei}'

and a hundivd of the 1 b mie (luard. llis round bullet head

and hir, swarth\- red fice were a welcome sight to the Lieu-

ten »nt-(leneral, who at once dispatchetl him to hold the

ero;siiig of the Pamunlcev' ani-l to reconnoitre bex'ond as far as

C;i!d 1 1 ii!)or. This dat)- he fulnlleil \\\ gallant st>-le, chiving

b.ick the fi'L, and b\,- noon C)f l-"iiday, tlu: 27th, he had seized

the ferrv .a Man >\i-r ami t!.n>\vn .icri---- ,; pontoMu bridge.

1 hi.s feri)- is <.n!\- tiiUen unle:-> from Richmond, and the

booming (.)f cannon began to be distinct!}' heard at the rebel
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capital. Grant, having broken up the railroad behind him

toward Washington, established a new base of supplies at the

\\1iitc House, on the river I'aniunkey, from whence there

was cas)' navigation to Chesapeake Bay and to Fort Monroe.

This change of base gave the rebels great concern, although

they affected to laugh at Grant for coming once more into the

camp of McClellan. But the fact was patent and undeniable

that, in spite of all their losses and over or past every obsta-

cle, the P'ederals were creeping steadily down toward their goal,

and that there was plenty of fight left in them yet. A long

distance from tlieir old basis, they had now established new
ones, and there remained but one more river for them to cross

before the spires of Richmond would be in sight.

Now it was that fortune seemed to interpose in I.ee's behalf

and that the fatal Chickahomiri)' bade us once more to pause

ere we appropriated the spoils so nearly within our grasp.

Among the cooperative movements whicli Grant had

planned for the campaign against Lee, there were two which

we must here pause to mention. The first was to be made in

the Shenandoah Valley by a column under Siegel, threaten-

ing Lynchburg and the great, artery of supplies for Richmond
from the west. 1 he other, and far more important advance,

was to be made by Butler from the south of Richmond, and
for this end he was furnished with a fine army of twenty-five

thou.'-and men. Of both of these expeditions, it is enough to

say that, while they promised immense advantage, they

j3roved to be lamentable failures, owing to the apparent in-

cuuii)etency of tlicir commanders. Grant was indeed beset

not only by rebel armies, but by the most inexcusable and

incomprehensible blunders among his own subalterns. Bitter

indeed must have been his 1 egrets that he ever intrusted

some major-generals with a corporal's guard. But he nobly

heUl his peace and complained of no man's failure. lie only

iniMJified his plans, kepi his own secrets and fought it out

alum;, when his heli)ers disappointed him.



,, 1 'K<t f!(i ;i-J«'id M"

'.lA\i ».

,;, .il;



228 Tzuenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

Sie<je] having been defeated in the west, Bi eckenridge came
at once eastward by forced marches, and with ten thousand
men joined the army of Northern Virginia at Cold Harbor.
Butler having been bottled uj) at Bermuda Hundred, Beaure-
gard pressed on to the relief of his chieftain, and with about
fifteen thousand men occupied the battle-field of Cold Harbor
on June ist. With these re-enforccmcnts, Lee v.as nearly as

strong as at the opening of the campaign, and boldly offered

battle on the banks of the Chickahominy.

We left Sheridan on his reconnoissance toward Cold
Harbor, and the main army behind him filing across tlie

pontoons which he had laid. The troopers felt their way un-

molested until they reached the c^^c of the high bluffs which
hide the Chickahominy valley. At the base of these hills

they descried a force of cavalry and a brigade of infantry

holding the cro.ss roads at Cold Harbor. Sheridan instantly

attacked, and the rebels, under Fitzhugh Lee, were driven off

towards the woods and the river. Grant, on learning of this

skirmish, ordered Sheridan to hold the position at all hazards,

and at once hastened away the Sixth Corps.

Tlie enemy m;:de repeated efforts during the afternoon to

dislodge our cavaliers, but they dismounted, every fourth

man holding the horses, and deploying as infantr>^ used their

carbines with such deadly effect as to defy every assault.

Whilst they are sleeping on their arms, let us take a glance
at the moonlit battle-field, and thus be in readiness to under-
stand the terrible struggle which is close at hand.

Cold Harbor is a village of a single house, the tavern at

the crossroads. Its importance in the present campaign lay

in the fact that it was the point of convergence for all the

roads leading forward to Richmond, or back to the base of

supplies at tlie White House. Grant, as we have seen, was
reaching down to lay hold on the Chickahominy. which was
re.dly the outer d'ttli in fr.)ntof the rebel caji'ti! ])ut a-; he
knew that Lee had been hcavil)- re-enforced, it w.is clear that

any effort to carry a direct crossing without a battle was
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hopeless. By holding Cold Harbor, Grant could move on at

once to Richmond in case of Lee's defeat, as that would un-

cover the bridges of the Chickanoniiny. Or, if unable to

force him out of the direct path, we should still hold the road

by which to swing round below him on to the James.

I-'urthermore, at the \ei y nionient when Sheridan was strug-

gling to maintain himself at the crossroads, an infantry force

of fresh troops, the Eighteenth Corps of fifteen thousand

men from Butler's command, was hurr}nng down the White

House to join the Potomac army at Cold Harbor Tavern.

Understandmg the strategic importance of his post, Sheridan

sent back word that he was '' hard pressed, but would hold

on till he died, or until the infantry appeared." As usual, he

ke{)t his promise.

It is interesting to notice here how this campaign connects

itself with that of 1862. 'Iwo years and a few da\-s before

this date, a portion of IVlcClellan's army had marclied o\er

the ground which Grarit was now traversing, and on that \-ery

1st of June was fought the opening battle oi a most disas-

trous series. The first action at Cold Harbor was known as

the Battle of Gaines' Mills, in which the Fifth and Si.xth Corps

under Fitz John Porter, were so shattered by Stonewall Jack-

si>n as to com]:)el the inmiediate abandonment of the White

House and the destruction of its vast depot of conuiiissary

stores. As the veterans trudged on alt night and da}- began

to break, they recognized the old familiar landmarks and

rehearsed to the new recruits the stories of the " Peninsular

Campaign." " There was where my brother was killed," says

one, thoughtfully, as he points to a deserted rifle pit on wliat

was once the line of skirmishers. "You'll be luck}' if you

don't sec liim again before another sunrise," is the stern

rejvMnder. By noon, the Si-Xih Corps was within su[:>porting

distance of .Sheridan and his peril was at an end. The in-

fmtry >kiruii<h line was tlnosvn forv. a!(l, the ai tiller}- was

posted and unlimberetl. and soon the c<uinoniers \\erc en-

gaged in a lively duel. The region thereabouts is of a
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somber and desolate cast, with frequent patclies of low forest
and little streams threadinor their way towards the deep,
sluggish river beyond. The ground was already marked
with the obstinate struggle of the day previous, dead horses,
splintered trees and red stained clothing being visible along
the roadside.

General Wrioht moved forward his corps a few rods, clear-
ing the advance line of rebel pits and establishing himself in

front of the tavern on the road to Gaines Mills. At 3 p. m.
the head of a blue column appeared coming down the New-
castle road and the Eighteenth Coqis, with ten thousand
men under General W. F. Smith—commonlystyled " Jialdy
Smith ",—after a severe march of twenty-five miles, were
ready for a hand in the coming brush. Without a moment's
pause for rest, they form at once " on the right by file into
line," deploy their skirnnshers, quietly load their muskets,
and arc prepared for action.

If we now stand in the doorway of the Cold Harbor
Tavern, we can, perhap.s, at a glance take in the situation as
it appeared at 6 p. m. on the ist of June. The house faces
toward the west, its front upon the road to Richmond and
its south windows openhig on the other road running at right

angles from Mechanicsvillc to Bottom's Bridge. A huge
gnarled catalpa stands across the way, and under it are two
of General Wright's orderlies holding their horses, and an
aide-de-camp renewing the cartridges in his pistol. As we
stand up facing west, with arms outstretched, we have the
battle line. The extreme right, or the right hand and arm
of our symbol, represents the Eighteenth Corps in position,

the men in part sheltered by a friendly copse of pine and
white oaks. At the right elbow the Sixth Corps laps on,
and its left wing represents the body resting on the angle
of the two roads. This was Rickett's division, which was
joined at the left arm by Russell's division and at the kft
hand by Neil's division.
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If we choose to walk up tlie road toward the west we shall

in five minutes reach the skirmish line, and if not very anxious

for our personal safety, can look beyond to tlie hostile lines

before us. In front of our extreme right there is a cleared

space, a cornfield just planted, but destined soon to be trodden

hard in the onward sweep of our hosts. In front of the right

forearm th.ere is a gentle upheaval, sparsely wooded with low

pines, and ju'^t to the left of this a corresponding vale,

degenerating into a marsh before we reach the rebel line.

Tlie belt of timber runs from here quite across the remainder

of our front to the left. On the farther side of this belt

toward Richmond is a beautiful strip of green field one-lialf

mile wide, bordered at its farther edge by another belt of

woodland, and it is just where the shadow of green deepens,

that we see the line of red sand which marks the breastworks

of Moke, Kershaw, Picket and Field. All this plain is swept

by rebel cannon and muskets. Behind the rebel front tlie

army of Northern Virginia is hurrj-ing into place to entrench

along the river, and behind the Sixth and Eighteenth Corps

the tired \cterans oi the Potomac are being rush.cd forward

by Grant's iron will to force, if possil-le, the passage oi the

Chickahominy.

The first attempt to be made is to crowd the rebels back as

closely as we are able to the river's bank, and if it may be,

to drive tliem across. It was past six and nearly seven before

the troops were formed and in readiness, and meanwhile the

paltering of the skirmish fire had been incessant, and once

our skirmish line had been charged upon and pushed back.

It, however, rebounded by a return thrust and established

itself more securel)- in an advanced position. At last the

dispositions are complete, and the Sixth and Eighteenth

Corps leap forward siniultaneously with a ringing cheer to

the !iot work before them. They march in line of battle

lhi(>i;_di t!ie woods, dislodging the gray-coated sharpshooters

from tlicir hiding places and emerge upon the open Held. At

llieir appearance the rebel batteries commence firing with





232 Twenty-first kegivient ComUcticut Volunteers.

redoubled fury and the enemy's position is fully unmasked.

Rickett's division of the Sixth Corps, having the shortest

distance to traverse, was soonest engaged. With the utmost

energy they rushed across the clearing, and striking the rebel

works like a v.hirhvind, swept over them in a headlong burst,

before the enemy could deliver a second volley.

While the Confederates were in the act of reloading their

pieces, the line of hostile bayonets appeared at their throats

and half a brigade were captured, disarmed, and hastened

back to our rear. The residue of the rebel defenders in front

of Ricketts took to their heels and disappeared among the

reserves beyond. Russell's division, which moved directly

up the road in front of the tavern, was met with a most

withering fire from front and flank, and the whole plain

seemed wrapped in a sheet of fiame. Yet they staggered on

close up to the entrenchments, and finding shelter along a

favoring ridge, held on tenaciously to what they had gained.

General Neil, on our extreme left, held his troops in reserve

to protect against a flank movement of the enemy from that

quarter. Devens' division of the Eighteenth Corps, wiio

were posted just at the elbow of our extended right arm.

found before them an intervale aniounting almost to a marsh,

which was also obstructed by felled trees and underbrush.

But his men forced their way through this al^attis, and rather

in a helter-skelter form kept on, charged up the hill and took

the rifle pits before them.

Brooks' division, next in order to the right, whose com-

mander was a fiery old regular, had perhaps as hard a task

as any and suffered heavy lo.sses without inflicting much pun-

ishment in return. They were badly raked by an enfilad-

ing battery, and many of the troops, being for the first time

under such galling fire, were somewhat shaken. Still, there

was little flinching and many of the regimental commanders

were gallant in the extreme. Tiie lion-liearted Colonel Ander-

son, of the lNinel}--sccond New Vork, a man of noble carriage

and desperate bravery, was shot through the forehead and
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fell at the head of his men. He had survived the battles of

Malvern Hill and of Gaines' Mills, only to be slain in this

identical spot two years later. Lieutenant-Colonel Marshall,

in command of the Fortieth Massachusetts, smarting under the

undeserved censure of his superior and burning to show the

high mettle that was in him, was also shot dead in the very

forefront of the charge. A new regiment from Pennsylvania,

bewildered by the inimitable antics of one of their leaders

and by the disappearance of others who should have con-

trolled them, lost their discipline and opened a tremendous

fusiladc more dangerous to friend than foe. The marsh and

the sand hills and the hazel brush aided in breaking up their

formation and in lending confusion. Yet the line responded

with cheers to every rebel yell and neither halted nor turned

back.

One of the brigade commanders, Colonel Guy V. Henry,

an intrepid young West Pointer of magnetic presence and

merciless discipline, reckless of himself, rode back and forth

crowding on his men, and at last with a smile of cool

defiance, leaped his horse over the enemy's v/orks, and as the

dying steed lay struggling on the parapet, its rider coolly

ijtaiKling in liis stirrups emptied his revolver in the very

faces of tlie awestrucl: foe. On the extrem.e right our re-

maining division under Martindale was cooperating, as did

Neil on the left, and so manoeuvering as to secure safety for

our flank and rear. The brunt of the fighting, however, was

borne by Ricketts, Russell and Devens, and while the nature

of the ground prevented any but the former from cutting out

entire sections from the rebel lines, yet the enemy was every-

where pushed back for more than a half mile, and this lost

ground he strove in vain to recover. From dark until past

ten o'clock did Beauregard persist in his efforts to retake his

vantage, but he was everywhere unsuccessful. It was nearly

Hiidnight before the iiruig ceast.(,l :\w\ the weary tru'ops lay

down ui)on th.cir arms. Our casualties had been severe

during this brief engagement, the Eighteenth Corps losing
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alone over two thousand in killed and wounded, while the

Sixth Corps lost twelve hundred more. All night long the

ambulances were gathering up their bleeding freight and

moving toward the hospital field, that sickening tent of mercy

at the rear. Perchance at some narrrow stretch of road, they

were halted and turned aside by stern command, for even the

wounded must make way for the ammunition wagons to

bring cartridges up to the front.

Thus far we have sketched the preliminaries of Cold

Harbor. The great struggle and the more horrid slaughter

is yet to come. Wliere is our Commander-in-chief mean-

Vv'hile and v/hat are his intentions? Grant has reached a

decisive stage in the struggle for Richmond. We have

already seen hov/ his efforts to reduce Lee's army to its

minimum have been frustrated. By the failures of Butler

and Siegel, and we may add by the failure of Banks to move
on Mobile as ordeied, it has been possible for President Davis

to re-enforce the defenders of the rebel capital. But for this,

the battles v/e now describe would never have been fought,

nor would the National Democratic Convention three weeks

later have declared the war a failure, nor have nominated

McClellan for Presiuent. It was still possible, however, that

Lee might be overcome In' a coup de main, and to this final

attempt at crushing his ioc Grant now resolutely advanced.

A grand assault to force the passage of the Chickahominy

was to be the next move. General Lee had the river but a

mile in his rear, and if his line could be broken, the entire

rebel ami)- would be rujjturcd and driven into the Chicka-

hominy. From that l*oint to Richmond was a distance of

only fi\-c nu'les, and Sheridan was ready to keep on the trail

at a gallop till the capital o'\ tlic Confederacy was won. Cer-

tainly the attempt was worth making and Grant did not

hesitate.

On the m(>n>!iig i-\ ]\\\^c 2d, as S(->'v,i as da\'liglU came,

the picket hritig uas resumed and the whole army of the

Potomac bcean to close in around its foe. The battle-field
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of the clay previous became the center of the grand line which

stretched out for seven miles from Cold Harbor to liethcsda

Church, the Federal troops facing south-wesL. The Ninth

Corps held the extreme right, with the Fifth Corps on their

left, next to whicii came the Fighteeiith and the Sixth in

their old positions, and the Scconrl Corps on the extreme

left, with Gregg's Cawilry posted for observation be}'ond.

Wilson's Cavalr}' kept watcli on the right flank, and Sheridati

guarded the roads leading to the White House and held the

lower crossings of the Chickahominy. It was the intention of

General Meade to commence the assault on Thursday after-

noon, June 2d, but the attempt to mass our troops and to

change their position provoked such lively skirmishing as

finally to bring on a regular attack from the eneni)'. Tiiis

delaj'ed the grand assault till the next morning, Friday, June

3d, when the columns w ere ordered to advance simultane-

ously at f<-)ur o'clock, each of the corps and division generals

having set his watch to accord with the timepiece at head-

quarters.

The troops were silently roused before dau n and the vari-

ous regiments qisietly took the places assigned them. The
earl)' morning air was chill, and the damp, swampy odors

from the ri\er made the dreariness greater. The hopeless

loc»k whicii many of the soldiers wore was quite noticeable.

The}' did not expect to succeed, for they had not been able

to carr}' tiie breastworks on Wednesday, and the rebels had

been working hard for thiity-six hours to make them im-

pregnable. Recognizing the dut}- before them as that of a

forlorn hope, many of the [)rivate soldiers were seen writing

their names on little slips of paper and pinning these papers

upon the inside of their blouses, that in death their story

might mutely be told to those into whose hands they should

fall. The tactical formation for the charge was not in line

of battle of two ranks, but in " ci^h'.mn !n' ci''vi>i'in closed in

miss;" that i-, tho wi.'.th of the column in htMU was that of

two companies or about sevent)- feet. Imagine three brigades
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of four regiments each making a solid column of twelve regi-

ments, perhaps six thousand men massed into a parallelogram

such as I have described. There will be three such columns

as these to eveiy corps, and there are four of these corps to

make the simultaneous move. Such is the battering ram

which is to essay the task of butting its way through the

hostile line. In some of the regiments all the percussion caps

have been removed from the muskets in order to prevent the

miscellaneous firing so harmful on the previous day.

This morning's work, if done at all, must be done with the

bayonet alone. And now there is a metallic rustle and a faint

gleam of steel among the waiting host. The officers are draw-

ing their swords, the .s)'mbol of command. Then, amid a pro-

found hush, the heavy tramp begins forward into the lair where

the tiger lies in wait. Almost the next instant, the battle

roar crashes upon our ears and every tree and leaf thereon

trembles with the leaden hail. A space of only three hundred

yards separates the blue from the gra\', and across this inter-

val the corps of Hancock, Wright and Smith advance upon

the run. Opposed to Hancock o\\ the left are the new troops

from the Shenandoah imder Breckenridge, and those at first

recoil from the headlong charge of the Second Corps. The

enemy is pushed out of his fir.st line in a sunken road before

his works, and driven by Gibbon and liarlow in confusion

across the parapet into a second line of redoubts. Several

hundred prisoners, a standard and three pieces of artillery are

captured. Tl;e guns are at once turned upon the rebels and

they are dislodged from the entire position. But this partial

success is immediately turned into a reverse, for the enemy's

reserves are at once thrown forward upon the disordered

captors, and their hard-earned laurels are wrung from them

in part, although the prisoners and the color are secured.

The Second Corps falls back about sixt\' yard;>, and then, re-

putNing the counter ch;rtge, begins to entrench. Colonels

I'orter, Morris, McKecn and Haskell were killed, and General

Robert O. Tyler was seriously wounded. The heroic Colonel





238 Twenty-first Reginunt Connecticut W^lunteeys.

MacMahon, One Hundred and Sixty-fourth New York, with

a fragment of Ills regiment, being separated by a swamp from

the rest of his brigade, reached the enemy's parapet, planted

the Stars and Stripes upon its bastion, an^l fell, covered with

wounds, expiring on his colors in the rebel's hands.

Along our center. Generals Wright and Smith met with

similar misfortunes. Assaulting with splendid intrepidity,

they were able to make no j^ermanent impression on the

works before them. The carnage was terrible, and the

gloomy hollows between the lines were lit up with the fires

of death. The bullets seemed to come in torrents. Our
enemy had in many places a plunging fire from which it was

impossible to gain a shelter. The grapple was so close tliat

the missiles of death struck v/iih a spiteful energy uttcrl)'

unlike that of a half-spent ball. The bullets did not whistle
;

they came v. ith a rush like lightning and tore through and
through the heroes whom they laid low. Our center, like the

left, had rebounded from the concussion of their ow^ blow

against their immovable opponent, and the columns having

been quickly deployed under a murderous fire, the long lines

were stretched out again at about half pistol-shot from our

Our sharpshooters were planted against the back of the

old skirmish pits of the rebels and endeavored as far as pos-

sible to prevent tlieir artillerists fiom working their guns.

The Union soldiers were lying fiat on thoir faces, hugging

their mother earth with ardent affection, but liardly safe, even

in her embrace. Many and many a gallant fellow was shot

thus as he la}-, hit squarely in the top of the head by a missile

whose projectile force would almost carry it lengthwise

through his body. Solid shot from an enfilading battery far

to the right came crashing through the trees, showering

broken limbs and iron fragments upon us. Our own ar-

tillerymen, in seeking to ^-h.-ll the foo, ol'itimcs cut their

firse a second too slioil, .unl liuilcd ilc.ilh into the ranks of

their friends. Two field mortars from a safe hollow behind
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the rebel trenches sent up their bombs, which, mounting hi^li

on unseen curves, came down to burst upon us. It seemed

as if all the powers of earth and of hell were concentrated in

the endeavor to sweep away every vestijje of the Federal

army.

Just at the height of this awful din, a little brown bird

stepped down from branch to branch of a splintered oak and

plainly was seekinLT refuj^e amid human kind. Unconscious

that we were madly slaying one another, the little songster

seemed relieved of fright as he stood on the prostrate form

of a dead soldier, and in a momentary lull of the musketry,

sang a sweet, rich carrol that brought tears to many an eye.

But, alas, we were not ready yet for songs of peace, and a

bursting shell sv.ept away the little messenger of love and

the stern conflict went on unchecked.

The rebels were jubilant. Never before had they caught

us at such odds or disadvantages. We could hear their shouts

and often distinguish their faces. They were quit^ secure

behind their heaps of sand and we were losing nearly twenty

men to their one. Yet, their exultation was not always well

timed, for as often as they essayed to issue forth upon us,

tfiey found our line unbroken and were repulsed. Despite

these repeated sorties and the incessant musketry, the Fed-

erals sullenly held their ground, and as the hours passed on

worked deeper and deeper into its protecting surface. The
men had no entrenching tools, but with bayonets for trowels

and with their tin cups for shovels, they dug by the instinct

of self-preservation a channel of safety along their front.

About noon, the order came from General Meade to each

corps and division commander to renew the attack without

reference to the troops on his right or left, but although

this order was trani^miltcd as usual, down through division,

brigade and regimental leaders, not a man stirred nor was

ol)((!icnce insisted (u). The fust assault had been decisive

.ukI was so recogni; cd b\' every oiTicer and private engaged.

In the words of Hancock's report, the troops had gone for-
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ward "as far as the example of their officers could carry

them," and the silent verdict of the army pronounced against

a further sacrifice of life. Before sunrise the fortunes of the

day had been settled in the first ten minutes of the charge.

The slaughter of twelve thousand nine hundred and seventy

men during the subsequent battle had not modified the result.

It is said that the rebel casualties were less than fifteen

hundred in all on June 3d. On our right, the fighting in

front of Waircn and Burnside was unimportant. General

Grant, in his report, thus briefly and frankly describes his

repulse : "On June 3d we again assaulted the enemy's works
in the hope of driving him from his position. Jn this attempt

our loss was heavy, while that of the enemy, I have reason

to believe, was comparatively light."

As soon as the welcome darkness came on, an attempt was
made to belter our coridition. The pioneer corps with axes

and shovels, were ordered up and rough breastworks bv^um
along our front, which was straightened and proper con-

nections made with right, left and rear. Skirmish pits were
dug for the pickets a few lines in advance, and the reserves

took the place of labor in the trenches. The musicians and
the ambulance orps with stretchers groped cauliousiy about,

responding to the groans of the wounded and the dying.

Fatigue parties without arms or ei]uipments were detailed to

bury the dead. The ground was strewn with men in blue

overcoats, .some lying cold in death, some feverishly begging
for water, some sleeping the tleep. heavy sleep of exhaustion

and dreanu'ng o\'er again their perils. Any unu.sual noise^

sometimes even the snapping of a brittle twig, would provoke
a random shot from the vigilant f^e. Staff (-ifficers crawled
warily to and fro, seeking to Irac- their path to the various

headquarters with orders for the night and the morrow. It

was well nigh impossible to take a step without treading upon
some human being, either living or dead. Besides this oli-

strtictiiin. the ground was hoiieyct imbed willi pits and holes

where the men had burrowed for safety during the day's trial.
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Hchiiul the front line where the shovels were languidly plied,

tl;^;re were no less than seven parallels of sand thrown up by

the successive regiments in rear of each other. These ridges,

in the dimness of night, looked like gigantic furrows turned

up by some enormous plough-share and awaiting the harrow.

Prowling about with cat-like tread and greedy eyes, ap-

peared one of those harpies of the battle-flekl, a plunderer of

tin- dead. He Avab detected in the act o^ robbing an officer,

whom he supposed to be woimded. Placed under guard till

daylight, this rascal proved to be a bounty juniper from Phila-

delphia, one of those substitutes whom some men so patriot-

ically furnished to represent themselves at the front. He was

tried by a drum-head court maitial the next morning and

sentenced as follows : To be paraded at the point and prick

o^ the ba)-onei aVi to the tune of the " Rogue's March "

til rough every caiiip in the corps, and to wear on his breast

and back meanwhile a })lacard labelled "Thief;'' at the end of

his march to be publicly kicked by the provost marshal, and

then to be sent to the rear in disgrace. Strange to say, this

pickpocket was glad to escape from the front, even at this

disgraceful cost, and he doubtless deserted at the first oppor-

tunity and took the bounty somewhere again before the sum-

nu.r was finished.

Captain Franklin, of the P'ourth Alabama, now residing at

Selnia, sends mc tliis inquiry concerning the battle of Cold

Il.ubor, June 3. 1864: " A color-sergeant came out with his

regiment from the P'ederal lines opposite Law's Brigade in

one of the assaults that morning. His regiment was so

roughly handled that the survivors deserted him and fell

back ; but he, quite unconscious of his isolation, steadily

advanced, solitar}- and alone, proudly bearing his fiag. The
Alabamians, admiring such courage, shouted to him, 'Go
back! go back! we'll kill you!' But lie. insensibk^ to the

•i'u.ilion, still marclc.d r<~ir\vard. the solitary fi^^itinan. erect

;iii'l unvlaunted. Determined to S[)are him, they frantically

waved him back, with still louder and more earnest cries, and
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he finally stopped, and taking tlic staff from its socket, rested

^iton the i,aound. lie then deliberately looked, first to his

right rear and then to his leit rear, and then seemingly for the
first time taking in the situation, with the same moderation

\ gathered in the flag, right-shoulder-shifted his charge, came
•1 to an about face as deliberatel)-, and walked back amid the

•. cheers of Law's men, who never saw anything equal to it

V. before or since." It would be interesting to locate so hand-
some a tribute as this of the Confederate Captain Franklin.

The man. if living, should be found.

Long bcf-jrc dawn oi' June 4th, the tired and dispirited

;. Federals were under arms, in readiness for an expected

, assault from their exulting foe. Daybreak revealed many
f new features of our position. Now that our breastworks were
; built and we Glared to survey tlie field, it appeared that our
. line was extremely irregular. Each division having entrenched

c its own front just where it had paused in its charge, the line

. was full of salient angles, in shape something like the letter

) W. This feature of our position made it very strong for

• defense, since it gave us a cross fire covering our front.

It was also plain at a glance that most of our killed and
I . nia-ny of our w ounded were still uncared for. They lay close

. up to the rebel works and all r.long upon the narrow strip of

- neutral ground between our pickets. Occasionally one of the

<. poor fellows would hold up his hand and wave it feebly to

. plead for rescue, but after one or two had been brutally made
1 a target by the enemy for so doing, these motions ceased and
V the blue overcoats lay still, and we knew that many a brave

soul was wrestling v.ith a terrible death alone. It made us
heartsick that we could afford no relief, but it was sure de-

struction to venture one foot beyond our cover. By a singu-
lar coincidence, in front of and clo.se to the works of General
Breckenridge lay mortally wounded his cousin by birth antl

by maaiage, the gallant CoIo^k'-I P()r4i-f, a gratluale of Har-
vard and a noble man, but he was left to taste the bitterness

of death alone.
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The day was spent in sharp picket firing and in throwing

un barriers for protection at cvcr_\-- exposed point. It liardly

seemed possible for a bullet to find its way through the thick

woods to the open field behind them, but many soldiers were

killed in the plain at the rear by ch. incc shots. This open

field was soon ribbed across with sand-heaps, behind which

the reserves lay down to rest and smoke their pipes, and

write letters home, and criticise the battle of yesterday, and

to speculate upon what "Old Grant" would do next.

Along in the afleriH^on the rain commenced to fall in a

dismal driz/.le, uhich soon look off the gleam t'rom e\-cr}'

steel. No tires \vere allowed at the front, and night set in

dark and cheerless indeed. At about nine o'clock the eneni}'

made a \ igo;ous attack upon the Second and Sixth Corps,

but were repulsed with loss. This assault was an illustration

of all the magnificent but terrible concomitants of a night

engagement. I^readi"ul though tlie encoimter may be b}-

daylight, it is in some of its features a thousand times more

liideous in the dark. First we had a staitling volley from

the pickets ; then a few seconds later the craclc, crack, of the

aroused skirmish line, and llien, timing in to punctuate each

message of death., the sharp twang of a Parrot gun from the

rear, or the belch of a howitzer with its load of grape or

cannister at close quarters. Then came the thickening roar

of the combat, till its sound resembled the simmering noise

of a rai-)idl)- puffing loconu)ti\'e, only a thousand fold louder.

Then we heard the long fiendish yell, at which we all in-

voluntaril}- exclaimed, " The Johnnies are charging!" and next

the defiant Union cheer in response, which told of their re-

pulse. After this a steady roll of musketr}' for an hour until

at last passion is spent and the conflict dies away for the

nonce. Add to this the dreadful indescribable glare of flash-

ing gun-pr>wder. and the c<^nsciousness that after each flash a

missile is winging its wa}' tnw.aici you. .\nd the niomciit's sus-

pense—especially' where cannon are served at the rate of
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forty rounds a minute—to conjecture where and whom tiie

balls will strike.

^ For the next three days the work of cntrenchin<T and

sharpshooting continued without interruption. On the night

of Sunda\% the 5th, the enemy assailed Warren, and on the

night following, with commendable activity, they attacked

Burnside, but in both cases without any success. The Union

army was regaining its courage, and was still confident that

somehow Grant would pull through and win the race for

Richmond. Features even of amusement were not wholly

wanting to the siege. The lines were so close and the mark-

manship so good that nearly ever)- one who shovved his head

abo\e the trenches was liable to be picked off. Covered

ways were dug. by which to get the men safely to and fro at

the advanced posts. These ways v.ere a zigzag trench wide

enough for two or more to march abreast atid deep enough.

to protect their lieads from fire. Occasionally the men would

try some practical joke like the following: In front of the

Second Connecticut Hc;uy ArtiIIer\- there drooped a rel)el

flag most temptingly near to our skirmish pits. While atten-

tion was called for the moment to another part of our line, a

private of the Second Connecticut crawled cautiously out at

the end of his pit and wormed his way forward till he actually

caught the lower corner of the rebel flag. Then ensued a

comical struggle f.^r its possessi( n. The Yankee pulled the

staff over to himself, but the rebel on the other side held fast

to his end, and so they tugged and strained, neither daring to

stand up for fear of being shot by the watchful musketeers on

either hand. A crafty rebel tried to reach over one arm and

prod the Yank with his bayonet, but a ball through his hand

soon induced him to discontinue. At last the rotten bunting

gave way, and, with two- thirds of the flag in his grasp, the

adventurous Yank fell o\er backward into a friendly pit,

where he lay closely till darl:, and then bn^ught in his well-

earnetl tr<^])h}-.
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I have already spoken of our difficulty in reaching those

who had fallen beyond our entrenclnnents. The tropical sun

had -^becn pouring down for four days upon the battle-field

and the stench was sickening. At last, in the evening of June

61I1, an armistice for two hours, from 6 to 8 P. m.. \vas agreed

upon for the burial of the dead. Incredible though it may
seem, there were several wounded who were found alive

among tiie heaps of slain who were brc>ught in after lying

f )ur da\'s without food or water, or siielter from the broiling

iieat and the chill)- dews. It is dreadful to think of those

olhcrs whom nur.sing niiglit ha\e saved, yet who died in

bitterness and agony and were buried among the heaps of

unrecognized dead on that Monday evening. About seven

hundred were thus huddled into a vacant rifle pit and covered

uj) to a\\ai;^he resurrection morn.

Hut I must bring my story to a close. Were I to tell }'ou

ali, I should o\"ertax yom- nerves and transgress the limits of

\-our forbearance. We have not even space to criticise

tlioriiughiy the mantvuvers or to sum up the results of this

sanguinary encounter. In some respects, this ten days' battle

was a costly failure, and ju.stifies the remark that our com-

mander did not j)roj5erly distinguish between the difficult and

the impossible. Not long before the death of General U. S.

Grant, he stated to a friend that the battle of June 3d, at Cold

Harbor, was one of the two engagements which he regretted
;

the other one being the experimental assault on Pemberton's

lines at V'icksburg, May 19, 1863. In other respects, this

deadly battle served a wise end, since, under cover of its

shock, our army was moved unmolested to the south bank of

the James, from which we ultimately destroyed the opjDosing

legion^: and entered Richmond. On the I2th of June, with

admirable cleverness and dispatch, the position at Cold Har-

bor was abandoned b\- Gener.il Grant, and its soil was never

again di iturbcd b\' the contmJ.iug h.^sts. Ikit it liad been

Consecrated b)- martyrs' blocxl, and it holds in trust the ashes

of thousands of our honored dead.
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Inasmuch as our Brigade-Conimaiuier Colonel Guy V.
Henry was corps ofticer-of-the-day on the night of the with-
dnawal, it was my privilege to execute his orders in retiring

the picket line after the main hod\- was on its march for the
White Plouse landing. It was between 3 and 4 a. m., and the
dawn seemed hastening to overtake us. Each one of the
pickets must be ]XM-sonally visited and told in a whisper what
to do and wliere to find thevlittie rescr\-e of a th-nisand men,
whicli was all the force remaining in front of Lee's veterans.
The latter susjjecLed that something was in progress, but, fear-

ing a trap, waited till long .iftcr dayli-ht before they learned
that our army hatl disapj.eared, and it was not for several
days that Lee discovered our movement on Petersburg. But
1 shall ne\er forget the sense of loneliness and peril at the
front th4t night, with the knowledge that our preservation
depended soIel\- upon the ignorance of our wary foe. Their
pickets were wide aw ake. The\- cr< .\\ ed like roosters, quacked
h'ke ducks, barked like dogs, and imitated all the sounds of a
farmyard at daun. Apj:.arentl\- the>- concluded that we were
strengthening our picket line or relieving the guard, instead
of retiring, and, fortunately for us, we were not molested as

.
we slii)])cd away to the rear and to,)k up our raj)id march to
connect with our rear guard five nn'les distant. It was a
welcome sight when we caught up with our stragglers and
halted for a few nn'nutes to make c^A^kic and to rest the men.
A year of fighting and of victor)- has sped along, and the

last renmant of armed rebellion has ilisappeared. Richmond,
in ]xm<: I, 1S65, is held by a 1-Vderal garrison who are
grumbling over the necessity of serving out their time and
of plaj'ing at war any longer.

From the ca])ture(-l city, one bright sunny morning, there
marches forth a detail of one hundred men in blue. They
are loosely clad in fitigue unif .rm and witlnnit arms, tlieir

officers alone can yin-. SUM, d ,iud p!st..I. ,\ nude-team with
a white-c<.\LicJ ann>- w.i-.,n pix-crdc's them, containing their

haversacks and a load of entrenching tools—shovels, picks
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and long--handled spades. The men are chatting gaily and

joking together, glad of any expedition to escape the daily

drill ,and the monotony of camp. But as they trudge on

along the Mechanicsville pike, they sober down more and

more until when they halt at Gaines' Mill, they are quite

silent and are evidently not anxious to proceed. What is

the mission on which these men are sent ? They are g^oing

to buiy their dead comrades at Cold Harbor. It has been

discovered that the rebels performed no rites of sepulture for

our fallen ones. All the summer and winter and s})ring have

our unburied heroes lain at the merc\- of wind and storm,

exposed to the fowls o^ the air and the beasts of the field.

Their corpses have been overturned, tlieir clothing has been

stripped off, ever)' pocket has been cut out and rifled, but no

hand has^offered to return the dust to kindly dust once more.

There were two men who died in each other's arms, perhaps

they were brothers, at least they were comrades dear. They

have their arms about each other still, and still their waist-

belts are girded round and fastened with the United States

plate all green with brazen rust. Take up the twain as

tenderly as a mother would her babe and la\' them side b\'

side, that e'en in burial their embrace may be unbroken. And
so these wasted forms were shielded at last, when the cruel

war was over, and after man.y days of labor this great potter's

field was made clean.

So we bid farewell to Cold HarlK)r with a sigh and perhaps

not without tears, but feeling sure that even such aceldamas

as these were not too heavy a price to pay for a nation's

freedom.
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SKETCH OF COLOXKL THOMAS F. BURPEE.

Men who served with Colonel Thomas F. Burpee in the

Civil War have no need of a description of his life and char-

acter. They knew him. What most they desire now, if we
may judge t)y their oft-expressed sentiment.s, is to be assured

that lie loved them as they loved him—with that love that

onl)' soldier comrades r.ui)' know.

The briefest ou'lin^r of his previous life is sufficient. Colo-

n-el Burpee, son - of Thomas Bur{)ee, a descendant of New
FIngland's earliest pioneers, was born in Stafford, Conn.,

February 17. 1830. Working on a farm, he earned the

money t<4pay his tuition at Hall's Select School in Ellington.

and his parents dying when he was young, earJy had to give

all his attention to self-support. He held responsible posi-

tions in the Rock and Iluckanum Woolen Mills in Rockville,

in Terr)''s n;iill in Plymouth (in 1S58), and in the Windermere

mill in Ellington, where he was when the war broke out. He
married Adeline Minerva, daughter of Ebenezer Harwood, in

Rockville. Thanksgiving Day, 1852. Their first child, a

daughter, died in infancy. The other two children are living,

Lucien ¥. of Waterbury (Ex-Colonel of the Second Regi-

ment, C. N. G.). and in the Spanish war a Lieutenant- Colonel

on the staff of Genera! Miles, commanding the army), born

October 13, iS55.and Charles W. (who has held commissions

in three of the National Guard regiments of the state, retiring

with rank of captain), born November 13, 1S59.

Colonel Burpee earl)- showed a marked preference for mili-

tary life. His ante-bellum record was : Corporal of " Fourth

Infantry Companj' of Fifth Regiment of Infantry in the Mili-

tia of the State " (l-^lijah W. Smith, Colonel), September 10,

1S49; Third Sergeant, sair.c coniijany (J. C. Parker. Colonel),

September lu. 1850 ;
Second Li*.. iiLonant, Infantry Company

D, Fifth Regiment, April 16, 1853 ; Second Lieutenant, In-
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fantry Company C, Fifth Regiment, June 19,1854; Captain

Company C, September 20, 1855 ; Adjutant, with rank of

First Lieutenant, Fifth Regiment, July 21, 1858; Captain

Company C. July 27, 1859; M.\ior Fifth Regiment, May 13,

i86i4' Captain Artillery, Company A, Fifth Regiment, August

24, 1 86 1.

The first call for troops for the war was not for enough to

lake all who wanted to go. Purposing to be in if there were

need of more than the {i:.\\' first accepted, Captain Burpee

offered his well-drilled company on IVlay I, 1S61, for service

when required, and in reply, received word from Adjutant-

General Williams that no new muskets could be issued, and

the department might be compelled to call in what muskets

the company had, " to temporarily arm the regiments now
accepted." The company was accepted, however. May 4.

Hut two days later the guns and all equipments were called in.

On May r^, orders came announcing that more had responded

to the President's call than were needed ; tlie services of the

companies of the l^'ourth and P'ifth Regiments were declined,

and they were ordered disbanded. \Vhen,.,a Jittle more than a

>xar later, the magnitude of the rebellion first began to be

realized, and Lincoln called fv^r three liundied thousand men
for three years, the Captain was ready with his company

—

reorganized after members had gone into the Fifth and other

regiments—which became Company D of the Fourteenth,

eighty-four men.

lie was soon offered the position of Major in the Twenty-

first, but declined, preferring to remain with his own men. It

was only after repeated urgings by Governor Buckingham
that he accepted, August 23, 1862, and soon was appointed a

Lieutenant-Colonel, September 3, 1862.

In his first letter after getting settled in the first camp
(Camp Kearney, Washington, September 15, 1862), he speaks

a good woid for the men : "The b.ittalion behaves ver}' well

indeed for raw troojjs ; it is maele up <..f ;.;ood men." Wash-
ington of those days he considers " a magnificent effort and a
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tremendous fiiilurc." Telling of the jounuy from Nonvich, he

says: "In Philadelphia the lat^ies were \ery attentive, giving

us all we wanted to eat and drink, and as we marched
through the streets to the depot, crowds of women and

chilffren ()ressed around, asking where \ve belonged, bidding

good-b)', Godspeed, etc. One would say, "
I touched his

liand ;
' another would say, 'I touched his sword, or his

coat,' and.the like. In fact, 1 thouglit the ladies a little too

warm in their expressions as we were embarking on the

cars in the evening. They would crowd around and show
ratlier more warmth than the occasion required, and I think

the wives of the men might have been a little jealous if they

had seen it."

Two da\-s later, in camp across the ]\)Lomac, he but voiced

the sentiment of you all, I know, when he said :
" We are, I

am told, to constitute a corps of reserves, which is not so

pleasing to ^>s when we hear of glories being won by our

brothers in arms."' And freciuently after that he murmured
because the T\\'enty-fi!-st was not seeing as much fightiiig as

an}' other regiment. Hew. is pre-enn'nently a "home man,"

as he ex{)re<sed it, but lie urites : "Yet there is a witchery

about this kind of life liiat is fascinating, notwithstanding its

hardships."

From the fir-t he had a deep, solemn aj^preciation of th.e

situation, h'rom Camp Pleasant Valley, ]\Id., October 12,

1862, his letter says :
" Tell them (the relatives) that I con-

sider it a very great privilege to be called a S(~vldier of the

Republic, and that I hope to have that j)rivilege until the

monster rebellion is crushed out. utterly and forever, until

tliey who have dared lay their desecrating hands upon the

flag of our Union shall be made to bite the dust. * * * *

Give yourself no uneasiness. Me who could h.eal the centu-

rion's servant on account of h.is great faith, and bring to life

the widow's S(Mi as iic w.is being b<j!r;e to X\\c gra\-e, can

carry safely through si> humble a creature as 1 am it he so

wills it, not by any great display of powei, but by his own
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simple, quiet means. And I have faith, for it is by his will

that we have been brought thus far; and without his pro-

tection there is no safety anywhere." That tone pervades all

the letters.

During Colonel Button's sickness at Camp Pleasant Valley

and whik-^ihe Lieutenant-Colonel was in command, the Gen-

eral commanding the division called a Sunday inspection of

guns, knapsacks and everything belonging to the regiment.

The letter of that day, October 19th, says :
" He praised our

regiment highly, sa^'ing it v, as fifty per cent, better than any

other one out of some forty regiments he had inspected."

The present style of war reporting is as old as the rebel-

lion, if we may judge by this not infrequent sentiment: " Now,

you must not believe more than one-quarter what you see in

the papers, or else disbelieve the whole, and you will know

more. If there is the slightest movement of troops or a little

skirmish, the papers get hold of it and dress it up and make a

great stor5'^of it, when in reality there is hardly anything to

it worth mentioning."

He felt the soldier's resentment of certain civilian criticism,

in the press and elsewhere, and on November Sth voiced it

thus :
" Tell them not to be impatient because the army

mivv-es no faster down here. They little dream what this

army is enduring for them from day to day. The on!}-

wonder is that their hardshi[\s ^o not conquer their patriot-

ism, and indeed it would if it were not for the stern, unyielding

principle which actuates soir.c, at least, of th.e leading officers,

together with a sense of niilitar\- honor and duty \\'hich holds

the army together as with a band of iron. If Horace Greely

could be made a common soldier in this regiment to-morrow

lor one month, he would cease his bowlings about the slug-

gislmessof the army forever."

The letters from Camp Kcarne\". Waslu'ngton, (September

!; ..!!(! !('., lS''v'.) d>:scril)c tl;': j( ^urn<:y to the capital.

And his spirit--Lh.e si)irit of the stildiers who saved the

Union--'breathes in this, of September 25, 186:;, referring to



I?''



256 Tzventy-fiist Regiincnt Connecticut Vohinteers.

a nephew, Wiliiani Goodell, who had enlisted in the Four-
teenth : "Tell Louise not to be over-anxious about William.
I should rather see him sacrificed, for a holy principle than to
see him remain in inglorious waiting at a time like this. The
Lord has said, ' Whosoever will save his life shall lose it,' and
this has ..often been the case in this accursed rebellion. If

anyone lacks entluisiasm in this cause, let him go to work,
?nd if that doesn't awaken hirn, then he is a coward. The
lofty inspiration of this cause is worth living a life-time to
feel

;
and if I had a thousand lives I would not withhold one

of them. Yet I do not know whelher in actual conflict I

should be a brave man or a cov/ard. But when I hear of the
death of my comrades, 1 feel as if I had the strength of a
hundred men in my own arm with which to avenge their

deaths. * * * * Don't borroAv any trouble about any
inconvenience I may be obliged to suffer; it is nothing. I

am satisfied so long a.s you and the children are comfortable.
Should \\h& laid in the grave, remember that our Heavenly
Father doeth all things well. Look on the bright side, and
the bright side only. God bless you and the children."

When William Goodell was killed at Getlysl>urg. he wrote:
" The blow which laid him low welded our hearts to our
countr>''s cause. The sacrifice of suffering, and blood which
he poured out, sanctified to us its soil."

In the regiment's forced marches to Fredericksburg, the
endurance, patience and good nature of the men is com-
mented uj)on in his hurriedly scrawled notes in the woods
and in the saddle. And again his pride in his command
appears when he writes from camp near hVedericksburg,

November 20. 1862 :
" I have it direct from the headquarters

of our division that the Twenty-first is considered by the

General the best regiment in the division. The division con-
sists of nine regiments. Ain^iig them are the Ft>urth Rhode
Island. F.ighth, I'.K-veiith ,111.! Si.xtceiith Cnfinccticul, Tenlli

New Mamjisliire, Fighty-ninLh New York. One Hundred and
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Third New York, and the famous Haukins Zouaves. So we
consider ourselves somewhat praised."

Comments like the followin- are worth clierishin- by the
.soldiers of the Tu entv-hrst and their descendants, written at
a time (December 9, 1862,) when there was much gossip at
home about army habits: "I am happy to say that the
officers gf the Twenty-first are not a whiskey-drinking set
Almost without exception they are quite tlio reverse, and
with very few exceptions there is neither vul-aritv nor pro-
fanity among tliem. The Colonel (Dutton) \tcver employs
any but gentleman!)- language atid very seldom uses spirits."

Be it remembered that this was written by a man who
would have been quick to observe the vices and who would
have been unsparing in his condemnation of them.

In his letter graphically describing the regimcnfs experi-
ence at the battle of Fredericksburg, there is a deep tone of
regret for tlie circumstances that led up to that butchery and
for the results; but with this one characteristic sentence,
indicating^ t!|.- spirit that was i)ersistent, however dark the
cloud

:
" But he who rules the destinies of nations can bring

order out of chaos." Ever)-one remembers the depression
folhnving tliat battle. In a letter at this time to Colonel
Jolm W. Thayer, of Rockville, in which he acknowledges
the depression, but asserts that he is not discouraged, \c
refers thus to an historical incident: "A nnlitary commit-
tee of investigation have been here from Congie'ss. Some
of our officers thought it svould be advisable to take them
over to the rebs m ith a flag ^A truce and then leave them
there, but the trouble is the rebs would not have them there.
One ofllcer, who commantls a battery of twenty-pounder Par-
rots, hoped they would visit the battle-fields so that he could
mi.stake them for the rebs and shell them o\{. just to let them
know how pleasant, or rather h.nv unpleasant, it is to have
shells whistling ab..i;t o;.e's ears. 1 must say 1 l;aJ a similar
wish myself The impudence of ihe thing is unbearable.
They don't need to come so fai- foi rottenness. It is like
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sending Banks to the Gulf to hunt for rebels when the state

nearest the cajMtal is swarming with them. 1 don't think I

had better write anymore now, but wait until I possess a

better spirit."

From the Nansemond River, IMay 24, 1S63, lie wrote of

the necessity of fighting on steadily and calmly through

cvery^obstacle and disgrace " until he who giveth us the vic-

tory shall proclaim the contest ended." Continuing :
" The

enthusiastic feeling of patriotism which can prompt a man to

leave his hearthstone and rush to arms at the first approach

of danger, is as much infeiior to that lofty courage which can

carry a man through a prolonged struggle lik-e this, as the

moon is to the sun. The war develops the feeling of the

people everywhere throughout the country. Tliose who in

the first fever of the excitement at the beginning were so

eager and noisy, have now learned that it was a task re-

quiring more sacrj^ces than they supposed, and they are now
* sick of the war.' Another class who were at first indifferent,

but would ha\c supported a short war, are now firmly arrayed

against it, while the third and last class, and that U[)on whicli

tlie counti}' mu>t de[)cnd fur supjiort, is m.uie up o'i thi>sc

who have been fr'jni th.c first and are now determined that at

any cost and at all hazards the countr)' must and shall be

presented, not by lolling in ease at home, passing high-

sounding resolutions, not by doing up a tew packages of

pillow-cases and shirts, bandages and lint, anil sending them

to the army, but by [)utting their shoulders to the wheel, b)-

interposing their bodies as a living barrier between our gov-

ernment and its foes."

While the Colonel was home on sick lea\'e in June, i!S6j;,

Edwin S. Wheeler wrote from headquarters at White Ilou^e,

Va., telling how General Dix IkuI appointed the regiment

provost guard, and Major Crosby [)rovost m.ushal, and this,

which is (if pfCLi'iar inlerest t.o-;'a_\- ; "('a[ilaii! Spittle has

gone to i'ort Monroe to-da)' with his company as a guard to
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one iuindred and fifty prisoners, among whom is General
Fit/;luiL;li L.ee."

Here is a reminiscence from Washington. N. C. (April 14,

1864.): "Our troops are preparing ground outside of the
breiistworks, under the direction of the medical director,

raising vegetables for use of the soldiers here. The Twenty-
first meij^iave done nothing at it, as they have enough to do
without. I-|)resume they will do someone good, but who it

may be is uncertain. I have a nice garden, but I don't like to
buy seed and plant it for the use of somebody else. I think
I sh.dl lind a good darkey and let him plant it on shares

;

then it will do somebody some good, if it doesn't me."
Mis letter from the field the morning after the battle of

bicwry's Bluff, which was May 16, 1864, is of value in a
regimental liistr.ry. as gi\'ing the regimental commandant's
story at the t^Mie. After rehearsing the preliminaries leading '

up to the e\ent. he says: "The lebcls got re-enforcements
the dAv before. The night had been foggy and wet. and at
four o'clock the fog was so thick that nothing could be seen
two rods off 1 had just sent out Captain Brown with his
omj.any in front <^^ the Twenty-first as skirmishers, when a
tremendous firing opened on the right of my brigade, which
was the right of the whole line occujiied by our troops. The
enemy had turned our right flank and were in our rear. The
Ninth New Jerse\- and the Twent)-third and Twenty-seventh
Ma^sachusetts were almost used up by the suddenness of the
attack.

1 will n.>t attempt to describe the whole fight. Suffice
Jt t.j say that in an iiour and a half I was left alone with the
Iwenty-first to cope with the enemy who were in my front
^\\d on both flanks, and a thick. swam[)y woods in my rear,

riie men fought well, in some cases hand to hand with the
«vbs. I changed mv front to rear and fnight for five hours
through the swamp and timln-rs, gradually fallin-- back, some-
tinie- cii.u--in- up.vi tluni u lien the\- pro-'e'.! too hard on us,

;md at la>t succeeded in bringing the regiment and most of
niy wounded on to the open ground, where I could get help.
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Our Brigadier-General was captured and I received no orders

at all until I had fought three hours, and when the fight com-

menced I could not tell how things were going on my riglit,

and did not know the enemy had got around us until their

bullets came from that direction. I don't know what the

generals at headquarters think of the conduct, but I hear that

we have gained much credit. We were so long in the woods
that they thought \ve should be captured.

" I lost one hundred and six men and four comnn'ssioned

officers. Captain Shcpard lost a leg ; Captain Stanton, severe

wound in the arm ; Lieutenant Dutton, flesh wound ; Lieuten-

ant Hubbcll, slightly. As for myself, I received no scratch.

A bullet struck the spur on my heel and glanced off. ' God
covered m)- head in the hour of danger' and brought me
safely through. * * * * Captain Shepard was fighting

like a tiger when he was struck, and so was Stanton. He
was wounded early in the action. \\c were engaged from

four in the nuMning till ncarl\' noon withcnit an instant's rest

and hat! had but little rest for the previous two davs. * * *

I suppose the main objects of the expedition (under Butler)

thus far ha\e Ijcen accomplished, in pre\enting re-enforce-

ments from being sent to Lee and drawing troops from his

army here."

The day of that battle his wife was writing to him. In his

letter of the twenty-second he sa\s ;
" I recei\'ed yours of the

sixteenth tliis morning w itli much joy. You sa}', ' Go ! and

God be with \-ou !
' iMa\' ChhI bless you, my darling wife,

for that ! It gi\es me uns[)eakable joy to know that you are

resigned to leave everything in the hands of God and trust

him for the result. * * ^ * When in battle ni}- only

constant prayer was, ' God bless my dear wife and children.'

"The pa[iers ilo not give an\-thing like a correct idea of the

fight on \b>nda_\'. The Twenl\'-fust was at that time assigned

to headcpiarters brigade, and altliougli v, c fought for five

hours in one of the most ilifficult situations in which a regi-

ment could be placed, we are not mentioned at all in the
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published accounts. Rut this is of no consequence except as

it shows the incorrectness of the reports. Some officers go

so far as to say that the stubborn fight made by the Twent)^-

first in the fog and obscurity of the woods saved the entire

corps from destruction on that morning. [Later evidence

and reports substantiated that beh'ef] 1 only know that we
tried to do our dtity in the sight of God. =^ * * *

" Perhaps you would like to know how I felt in the fight.

I can only say that the difficulty of keeping back the enemy
and extricating the regiment from its perilous position occu-

pied all my mind, and not until ever)- other regiment had left

the line and we had covered the ground in front with rebel

dead did we retire, fighting as we ^\•ent, compelling them to

keep at a respectful distance. Our men are in the best of

spirits and happy as ever. * * * * \ye have but very

few sick men. I think it is theii pluck that keeps them up."

Under date of May 24th, he writes :
" The chaplain was

with us in the battle of Monday and worked faithfull\\ In

tlie midst of the action he praved with two of our men who
desired him to do so. Just as he closed, a shell exploded

almost in his lap, but did not injure him. Afterwards he was

slightly wounded in the arm by a fragment of a shell, but not

so as to disable him. There were seven regiments under the

command of General Ileckman on that day, among them the

Twent)'-first, and we fought four times as long as any other

regiment in his command that I have heard of, yet we are

not mentioned in the newspajicr accounts at all, which is of

nt) consequence, onl)- showing that newspa})er reporters don't

know everything. Some regiments which have been highly

praised ff>r their conduct were scarcely engaged. * * * *

God has mercifully preserved us, and if I can discharge my
duty acceptably to him, fighting in his name, what others

may say or think is of little moment."

The last letter was written in the trenches at Cold Harbor,

with the enemy close by. Its spirit is like that of the others.

He says :
" It is appointed unto men once to die; and it mat-
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ters little when or where, if we are prepared and engaged in

duty."

On June 8, 1 864, he made iiis regular report to the Adju-

tant General, beginning with the wounding of Colonel Arthur

H. Dutton. Ma\- 26, and giving the casualties of June 2d.

To it, on June 9th, Adjutant F. C Jeffrey added :
" Lieutenant-

Colonel Thomas F. Burpee was severely v\ ounded this morning

by sharpshooters. Fie died at the hjghteenth Army Corps

General Hospital, While House. Va., two days later.

In his report to the Adjutant General, June 1 2th. Major

Hiram B. Cr<isb}', eounn.mding, wrote. " With profound sor-

row I announce the death of Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas F.

Burpee, who was mortally wounded at daybreak on th.e 9th

of June, u hile going the rounds as brigade officer-of-the-day.

He survived only till the evening of the eleventh. Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Burpee had borne his part with distinguished

valor during the l^ermuda Hundred campaign. His coolness

and good judgment at the battle of Drewry's Bluff will not

soon be forgotten by his conn-ades in that hotl\- contested

action. At Cold Harbor he was cquall)- conspicuous for

gallantry. While in c<^!nmand of the regiinent (\\ inch had

been a good share vA the time. Colonel Dutton acting as

brigade commander), he was able and efficient, always dis-

charging with promptitude every duty, particularly if con-

cerning the comfort and welfare of his men, by whom he was

much lo\ed and respected."

Colonel ]Mir{>ee was a{->[)ointed Colonel with rank from June

8th, the day before he was wounded. Owing to the fact that

the regiment had been ticcimatcd in battle and because of one

of those remarkable acts of Congress, providing that a regi-

ment to have a colonel to be recognized as such by the

national government must ha\'e a practically full quota, his

name to-day does not ai.i[)ear on the records at Washington

v/ith rank of Colonel. I lis commission is in the possession

of his family.
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Under date of October 2, 1866, Governor Buckingham

wrote from Norwich to Colonel Thayer, of Windermere

(Ellington): "Make my kind regards to Mrs. Burpee and

say that from the time her honored husband entered the

service to this hour I have never entertained any other than

a high respect for his ability and fidelit)' as an officer as well

as for his personal character; that he is one of the few

officers against whom I never hoard a couiplaint. I sympa-

thize with her in her afniction, but doubt not that so pure an

offering, jiresented in tlie name of human liberty upon the

altar of our country, is accepted by him who said that ' inas-

much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, )-c have done it imto me.'

"

He then added this epitaph, which was engraved on the

monimient which Mrs. Burpee had erected at the grave in

Grove Hill Cemetery. Rockvillc : "In the hour of national

peril he gave his life to his country, leaving this testimon)-

—

that he was a pure patriot, a faithful soldier and a sincere

Christian."

THE COMMlSSARY-S QUARTERS rH

WINTER CAMP.
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csz-A-ieTiEiiR ::^'vi.

IN THE TRENCHES.

(CrXJIL"X-, 186-i.)

From the, 1st to the 29th of July very little occurred to

break the monotony of life in the trenches at Petersburg, save

the frequent artillery duel, which generally subsides after

creating a vast amount of noise and smoke, with no particular

damage to either side. But the greatest praise is due our

noble soldiers for the patience and fortitude with which they

endured the almost intolerable heat during this period. The
line held b)' the regiment, being in the open field, was fully

exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, which poured down
with the utmost intensity. The men were obliged to lie

under ground, as it were, where no circulation of the air

could be obtained, and one could do naught but lie still and

swelter in the sultry air. Any appearance of a head above

the breastwork was sure to secure attention of some hard-

hearted southron, with a crack and a whistling ball by no

means pleasant to hear. Da)' after day dragged slowly by,

each one like its [predecessor. Some spent the days in sleep,

some in conversation, and some taking sly shots at the rebel

line.

The advent of the company cooks was always hailed uith

delight, not only on account of the " grub " they brought, but

as forming a break in the vast monotony. And no sooner
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did a cook " heave \\\ sight " than a commotion was at once

visible. Tin cups joined in a lively chorus, and hungry

stomachs began to grow ravenous. The usual amount of

grumbling must be bestowed upon these devoted sons of the

cuisine, who fmally retired from the field abashed, ducking

their heads around each corner, calling forth roars of laugh-

ter, and then the usual quiet resumed its sway. At this time

the regiment remained in the trenches two or three, and often

four da)'s at a time, being occasionally relieved for the pur-

pose of washing clothes and cleaning up generally. But the

close conflaement and want of exercise, together with the

luat, exceedingly debilitated both officers and men, and the

sick list was accordingly larger.

On the nth of July, the whole brigade being in camp, was

ordered to relieve a brigade in the trenches that night. Our
road to the front ran directly past a number of the enemy's

heaviest batteries planted on the opposite bank of the Appo-
matto.x River, and within easy range. The trooj^s, however,

were habitually relieved in tlie night time, so that they were

undisturbed in passing to and fro. But by some mistake this

night, the brigade was ordered out before dark. The men
well knew what would be the result, but, like true soldiers,

faltered not, but marched steadily under the very mouths as it

were of these frowning guns, which of course immediately

opened with a terrific fire, and not tliC less appalling from the

fact that we were defenseless, and must take it as it came.

But then did our brave boys show their mettle. Although
the shot ploughed up the ground on every side, and the air

seemed thick with fragments of bursting shells, they marched

steadily on, scarcely quickening their step. And the Twenty-

first, at the head of the column, proved themselves fully

entitled to the name of veterans. A few cowards there were,

and for the sake of their brave companions behind whom
tln-y sl uli;cd, u e gi\e them [-.issing notice. But, for tlie

honor of the regiment, be it said, they were 'iK:\s. The mem-
bers of the Twenty-first, as a whole, \vere not men to shov/
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their backs to the enemy, as several bloody fields can testify.

Yet, by a merciful Providence, not a man was injured under

the fiery test just described, though many a wonderful and
narrow escape occurred.

On the evening of the twenty-ninth we were again relieved

from our position on the right of the line by the Second
Corps, and the Eighteenth Corps, to which we belonged, was
moved just after dark farther to the left, and in the rear of the

h'rie held by the Ninth Corps, where we were allowed to

obtain a little repose such as soldiers obtain while Ij'in"- on
their arms and the bare ground. After a short nap, however,

we were called up and moved into the trenches, relieving the

Ninth Corps, which was then massed just in our rear, prepara-

tory to a charge. And then we found we were in the vicinity of

the celebrated mine under the enemy's forts, of which we had

heard rumor after rumor, and that it was in fact a reality, and

was to be sprung that morning, and the explosion was to be

the signal for a grand attack. Slowly the night wore au-ay.

The gray dawn crept up the eastern horizon. The morning

beams were just darting across the heavens all unconscious of

the carnage they heralded, when suddenly the earth shook

and heaved as with an earthquake. And though we were

expecting it, still the shock was so sudden, and so much
nearer than we supposed, that every man was startled and

leaped to the breastwork, when a fearful sight met the eye.

A huge mass like a mountain Avas thrown hundreds of feet in

the air, while a blue sulphurous flame issued from every

crevice and fissure, and the vast mass of earth curled o\'er

h'ke the crest of a huge wave, appearing in the uncertain light

as though it would entomb our whole line. Every man was

in his place, and then along our whole front from right to left

with deafening roar, " far flashed the red artillery." Volley

after volley of musketry was also hurled at the foe, who,

startled and terrified, wildly ruslied to and fro. a[){)al!ed at the

awful futc of their brethren in the fort. And then with a
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shout the Ninth Corps rushed into the breach and the Stars

and Strifies waved over the rebel stronghold.

The Twenty-first, forming part of tiie supports, was engaged

in holding our line of works, and in attracting tlic attention

of tlie enemy from the assaulting party, by keeping up a

continual fire of musketry. And nobly did they perform the

task assigned them, though one of the enem)''s batteries en-

filaded our line, and their shot frequently swept down inside

the rifie pit, through its whole length. The sun, too, poured

down with such intensity as it rose higher, as to render it

almost impossible to keep tb.e works manned. Many received

severe sunstrokes. So rapid was the firing also, that the gun

barrels became so heated as to scorcli the hands of the men.

Yet they stood nubly to their work while required. The

regiment thi^re lost lliree men killed and twelve wounded.

One of its bravest officers there sacrificed his life upon the

altar of his country, Captain Francis S. Long, of Willimantic,

Conn. Being in conuiiand of a corps of sharpshooters, he

was on the extreme front directing their movements, entirely

neglectful of self, when a piece of shell pierced his neck, kill-

itig hin.i instantly. Many a heart felt sad when his death

was announced. Nu better tribute can be given him than to

say he died loved and respected by all who knew him.

The fatal results of the day so auspiciously begun are

known to all. After lying in the hot sun all day, we were at

night relieved and niarclied to the rear, where we were

allowed to obtain the rest we so much needed. And throw-

ing ourselves again on the bare ground, we soon forgot the

fearful scenes just passed through.
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From the Connecticut War Record, November, iS6jf.

A JUST AND AGREEABLE ORDER.

Genera! Butler has, with whatever fault he may be charged,

a happy faculty of saying and doing a great many appropriate

and telling things. He has, among others, kept an eye on
the manliest and bravest of the noa-commi.ssioncd officers

and men under his command, and recently issued an order

recommending f<ir promotion a l.Trge number of noble fellows,

who have performed deeds of unusual excellence or darin''^.

This ought long ago to have been the uniform practice

throughout the army. Our brave boys have too often felt,

and with good reason, that high merit of conspicuous courage

did not secure just advancement. We trust that day is past,

and that this good example will become the established rule.

The brave boys from Connecticut who have won recom-

mendation and promotion are: First Lieutenant C. W. Cook,

Twenty-first Connecticut, acting aid to Brigadier-General

Stannard, has special mention for distinguished gallantry, and

is recommended to I lis ILxcellency, the Governor of Connecti-

cut, for promotion. Acting Adjutant Walter P. Long, Twenty-

first Connecticut X'^olunteers, is recommended to His Excel-

lency, the Governor of Connecticut, for promotion for gal-

lanlly planting his colors among the first on tlie rebel fortifi-

cation. Corporal V . Clarence Buck, Compan\' A, Twenty-first

Connecticut Sharpshooter Batallion, is recommended to the

Secretary of War for a medal for courage. Although

wounded in the arm, he refiised to leave the field until the

engagement closed. In addition, he will have his warrant as

Sergeant.

AN INCIDENT OF THE SIEGE.

During the siege o{ T\tersbu!g, \'a., owx regiment occupied

the nlle pits at the front, and it was usual to relieve the regi-

ments doing duty there, once a week or oftener, as tlie
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necessities of the case demanded. The rifle pits were made
by d.--in- trenches in the L,^round about three feet deep four
feet wide, and the dirt as it was dug out was thrown up in
front, formin- a protection a-ainst infantry fire. In some
cases sand-bags were piled on top of this dirt, making, with
the dirt tlirown up together with the ditch, a barricade
behind which a man could stand nearly erect, without expos-
ing iiimself to the shots of the enemy. The rifle pits were
reached from the rear by the same kind of trenches, dug at
right angles to the main line, in which persons coming up to
the front could, by stooi)ing, avoid being exposed to the fire
of sharpshooters.

An incident showing the imnnmity of a drunken man from
harm and his disregard of all danger was witnessed by the
regiment one afternoon. The company cooks prepared the
rations back in the rear, where the danger from shot and
shell was not particularly great, and was, when prepared,
brought by the way of the aforesaid trenches to the regmients
m the rifle pits. Any other wa>' of coming to the front than
by the trenches would not be attempted by any one in his
right mind, and if attempted would result in his either being
wounded or killed.

One of the company cooks, having filled up with fire water,
and fl-cling that he was " monarch of all," concluded to make'
a forced march to the front, and do it immediately, so he
:>tartcd under "sealed orders" and proceeded by the left flank
and soine of the time in column by division, and in other
formations not found in the tactics. Having arrived in sight
of the enemy and after the astonishment at seeing him movTng
over ground where the foot of man dared not tread, they
greeted him with a shower of bullets, which soon increased
to a leaden storm that seemed to have no more effect on the
cook than a light snow squall. Ifc had now attracted the
attention of the troop., .-n both .ides, and wlulc the rebels
v. ere dt.ing their be^t to fill him with Confederate bullets,
those on the Union side were watching with astonishment thJ
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reckless darini; of the man, prei\ircd to witness the tragic
end. He had advanced nioie than half the distance, and the
increasin^r storm of shot had been without effect, and he
continued on the even tenor of his way. amid the renewed
and increasing fire of the enemy, and still he \w<t^\. He
approaclied the rifle pits. Will he reach them safely? No,
he cannot. No man can pass through that terrible slKnver
of leaden rain unscathed. hiW. still he neared the end of his

journey, and the storm continues, and if possible is harder
than ever. A few more stnps and he will be safe. A terrible

tension is on both the rebel aiid the Union troops, and look !

he is safe, and as he stej^s down into the friendly rifle ])its,

both the blue and the gray break forth into the wildest
cheers.

After the cheering subsided, down comes the order from tJie

Commander :
" Put that man under arrest," which was en-

tirely proper, for compan\- cooks, even when drunk, must not
be disorderly to the extent of risking their valuable lives.

k

GOT ANY PIES FOR SALE, AUNTY
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CBC^A^rPOTDS.-R 22:^v^XI.

REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF FIRST

DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY
CORPS,

SojiteiTxloex" 29-bli axxci SOtln., iee4:-

In pursuance to verbal orders received from Major-General
Ord, commandin^^ Corps, this division moved from its late

camp on the line bctuecn the Appomattox and James Rivers

at 9 r. M. on the ni^ht of Se[)tembcr 2Sth, and marched with-

out noise in the direction of Aikens' Landing on the James
River.

At 3 A. M., o\\ the twenty-ninth, in obedience to written

orders received at that hour, the division, with Brigadier-

General Burnham's (Second) Brigade, leading, crossed the

James River near Aikens' Landing on a pontoon bridge, and
taking the road to the left, moved in the direction of the

enemy's works at Chapin's Farm.

Previous to breaking camp on the night of the twenty-eighth,

two regiments of infantry, forming a part of Brigadier-General

Burnham's brigade, had, under orders to that effect, exchanged
the arms heretv>fore in use fir the Spencer repeating ritle.

1 hese two regiments, viz., the Terith New I lampsliire, com-
manded by Colonel M. T. Donahue, and the One Hundred
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and Eighteenth New York by Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols,
were at once, on reaching the north bank of tlie river, thrown
out as skirmishers and flankers, the whole line being under
command of the senior officer above named.
The remainder of the command, having been disposed in

column by division, at once moved forward on the road
running parallel to the course of the river, and at a few
moments after daybreak encountered the enemy's pickets,

which were driven in on the run. After pushing them back
on their reserves, we continued to drive them at a brisk trot

through dense woods for a distance of two or three miles
with few casualties on our side, v.hen we emerged into open
ground.

Just before debouching from the woods, Brigadier-General
Bui nham reported to me a strong line of earthworks in his

front mounting heavy guns, which I at once directed him to

carry by assault.

My First Brigade, commanded by Colonel A. F. Stevens,

Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers, was on the left, and
my Third Brigade, commanded by Colonel S. H. Roberts,
One Hundred and Thirty-ninth New York Volunteers, on the

right of the road, each in column by division and within easy
supporting distance. These I immediately pushed forward to

the support of General Burnham, whose two remaining regi-

ments moved directly up the road.

The enemy now opened furiously from a powerful battery

situated at the crest of a hill in my front, and from other guns
mounted in smaller redoubts situated at various points along
the line of works, which extended on his right to the river.

The column here left the road and inclining to the left, moved
directly across a heavy-ploughed field towards the principal

work. The distance was about fourteen hundred yards, and
while traversing this space, my command, with the exception

of my skirmishers, not having as yvX discharged a nuislcet, was
exposed to a plungii^g nrc of artillery and musketry galling

in the extreme and causing them to become somewhat
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broken. The column, however, pushed gallantly forward

until it reached the base of the hill upon which the battery- was

situated, when it came to a halt from sheer exhaustion. The
enemy were now moving up from their left with considerable

re-enforcements, and fearing that the assault would fail by

reason of delay, I sent Captain Kent, Acting Assistant Adju-

tant-General of the division, to move the column at once to

the assault. It was owing to his efforts, and, he reports, to

tfie assistance of Colonel Donahue, that a few moments later

the head of the column gallantly mounted the parapet of Bat-

tery Harrison, drove the enemy from his guns, and planted

the Stars and Stripes on one of its massive traverses. Our
captures included sixteen pieces of artillery of various calibres

and about fifty prisoners, including a Lieutenant-Colonel in

command of the works.

My loss in officers and men was quite heavy. Captain D.'

W. Rix, Eighty first New York Volunteers, a very meritorious

young officer, was killed just pre\'ious to emerging upon the

open ground. The column had scarcely entered the works

when the brave Brigadier-General Burnham was mortally

wounded by a musket ball in the bowels ; he survived but

a few moments.

During the events of the morning, I had lost from my staft"

Captain M. B. Bessey, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer

Infantry, Acting Assistant Inspector-General, by shell wound
in leg ; Captain L. N. Converse, Second New Hampshire

Volunteers, Acting Assistant Paymaster, musket ball in

mouth; and Lieutenant N. J. Ladd, Thirteenth New Hamp-
shire Volunteers, musket ball in neck.

Moving with ni)' Second Brigade, now commanded by

Colonel M. T. Donahue, and my Third Brigade, commanded

by Colonel E. M. Cullen, Ninety-si.xth New York Volunteers

—Colonel Rr)berts having been relieved on account of severe

illness—we drove the enemy successfiilly from two lunettes

which were thrown out from their main line of works at inter-

vals of about six hundred yards, and compelled him to retire
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to his third and last remaining h'ne of defense in this line of

works. My First Brigade meanwhile, now under command
of Lieutenant-Colonel J. 3?. Ralston, Eighty-first New York
Volunteers—Colonel Stevens having been severely wounded

in the leg while leading his brigade in the assault—and I

would here respectfully recommend, that this officer be pro-

moted for bravery and efficiency on the battle-field—remained

in the captured work, throwing out a strong line of skirmish-

ers tov.ards the enemy's inner line of works and to which his

main body had retreated.

The work which the enemy now held in liis first line ^^•as

situated direct!}' on the river bank and was covered by the

fire of one of his gunboats, as well as by a field batter}^, so

stationed as to be able to take the work in reverse, should it

be captured. The work itself mounted three heavy guns, and

in view of the serious loss v.hich must follow an attempt to

dislodge the party holding it and the impossibility of holding

it Mhen captured, I withdrew my troops. The enemy, seeing

the movement, which occurred just before sunset, followed

up his supposed ad\antage until I opened upon him from the

batter)' on the liill. with a half battery of Hght twelves bek>ng-

ing to the Third Regiment, New York Light Artillery. A
few rounds of cannister sent the pursuing party quickly to

cover, and m\' troops were quietly withdrawn to liatter}- Har-

rison for better defense during ihe night. During the move-

ment Colonel Donahue, Tenth New Hampshire, command-

ing Brigade, and Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, One Hundred

and Eighteenth New York, were both severely wounded, and

here I have the honor to ask that these officers may receive

promotion for highly meritorious conduct.

My casualties during the day's operations were heavy in

proportion to the strength of tlie command. My field return

for the 28th of September gave three thousaml one hundred

and fifteen men for (!ut\-: oui- regiment, I'iftii ^^arylaml

Volunteers, had been It.tt in camp, reducing this number by

two hundred aiul sixt}' men. Of these, I lost as follows:
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Officers killed, - - S Wounded, - - 36

Enlisted men killed, - 84 Wounded, - - 466

Total, - - - 92 Total, - - 502

Three liundred and thirty men were also reported missing,

but as the enemy had made no captures from my command,
and the comniand became somewhat mixed up during and

immediately succeeding the assault, I think this number will

be materially reduced, if not quite cancelled. Lists by name
of the killed and wounded have been duly forwarded to the

proper authority.

A strong picket, consisting of about one-half my command.
was thrown out immcdiatel}' after sunset and the remainder

of the divisions occupied the line extending across the rear

of Batter}' Harrison, until about 9 p. m., when I was relieved

by the Third Division Colored Troops, commanded by Briga-

dier General Paine, and under orders from Brigadier-General

Heckman, commanding Corps, Major-General Ord having

been obliged to lea\e the field in consequence of a se\ere

wound. I took a new position, facing the river with m)- right

resting on Battery Harrison and outside that work, and m\-

left reserved. No attempt was made by the enemy during the

night to dislodge me from this position, and about 8 A. m. of

the thirtieth 1 was directed to resume my former position

inside the batter)-, relieving in turn Brigadier-General Paine,

of the Third Di\ision. Nothing oi importance occurred

during the forenoon ; the encm\- were evident!)- heax'il)' re-

enforced and appeared to be manannering tor a favorable

position from which to make an assault. The enemy's gun-

boats continued to shell our position from guns throwing nine

inch shell, with however but slight effect. When about mid-

day, I discovered the enemy's preparations for an assault on

my right, I hastil)- moved the larger portion of my First

Brigade frt>n\ the left to the e.vtremc riglit of my position,

which was my weakest point.
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During the night previous the Third Division had made
good progress in strengthening tlie position ; a strong rifle

pit with log traverses had been thrown up on the left and
along the center, but the right had no such protection. My
command, from tbc time tliat they entered the work in the

morning, had been busily engaged in strengthening and ex-

tending this line of defense, which, when completed, would
make Battery Harrison an enclosed work.

Before this portion of the line could be completed, the

enemy, at about 12:30 o'clock noon, threw himself in three

lines upon my right, at the same time opening with two full

batteries of field guns upon my center and left. I reserved

my fire till they had emerged from the chaparal through
which they advanced, when 1 opened a most effective fire of

musketry. At the same time I replied to his artillery with

the half baitery mentioned in report of operations for the

twenty-ninth, but with small effect. This battery had, under

direction of the Chief of Artillery, been placed under a differ-

ent commander from that of the previous day, and the officer

now in conmiand reported almost inmiediately after the action

commenced that he was out of anmuinition. Such careless-

ness on the part of a commissioned officer is extremely repre-

hensible, and I regret that circumstances which occurred an

hour later have rendered it impossible for me to report the

designation of the battery or the name of the officer. I

directed that the guns should be withdrawn by hand, it being

impossible to bring horses into the work, and sent a staff

officer to corps headquarters for a full battery and a capable

officer. Brevet Major General Weit/.el, who had command of

the corps, promised me every assistance.

The enemy's previous onset had been in the meantime
repuls.-d with musketry alone, driving him to cover and leav-

ing an immense number of dead and wounded in front of my
right. He, howe\'er, quickly reformed, and with his accus-

tomed }-cl! tried tin." s:une position a second time. I'inding

that ni)' ammunition was getting low, I had a few moments
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before sent a staff officer vvitii an order to bring up a wagon
from my ordnance train. The wagon came just at the right

time, during the second assault, and was driven up to the

sally-port of tiie fort by Captain John Bryden, One Hundred
and Eighteenth New York Volunteers, and Acting Ordnance
Officer of the Division, and kept there until the action was
concluded. It was in full view and but a short musket range
from the enemy, yet Captain Bryden gallantly held his mules,

three of which were shot while he was thus occupied, while

Lieutenants Burbank and Cook of my staff distributed the

ammunition to the command.

1 mention this circumstance thus particularly, because it

was owing to the promptness with which my order was
cbeycd, and the gallant manner in which it was executed,

that my command was enabled to repulse the enemy's second
and his successive assaults.

During the progress of this second attempt to carry our
position, I received a musket ball in the right arm, which
shattered the bone above the elbow, and necessitated my re-

moval from the feld and amputation on my arrival at the

hospital. A moment later, Captain Kent, Acting Assistant

Adjutant-General, who was on the way to inform the senior

Colonel th.it he commanded the di\ision, v/as struck by a

musket ball in the leg, incapacitating him for further duty

—

making the fourth officer of my staff disabled during the two
days' operations.

My report of the operations of the division must neces-

sarily close here ; but I cannot close the report without a

flight tribute to the steady valor and gallant bearing of the

officers and men of this division which I have had the honor
to command.

Among the officers who were noted for gallant bearing arid

whose names have not appeared in the report are: Licutenant-

Cliiiul
J. H. KalstoM. I'j'dity fist \ew York W.luntcers, and

Colonel !•:. M. Cuilen, Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers,

both of whom were conspicuous in the charge on Battery
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Harrison
; Lieutenant W; S. Hubbell, Twenty-first Connecti-

cut Volunteers, and Actin-,^ Assistant Adjutant- General Third
Brirrade, who was se\'ere!y wounded through the shoulder
while taking a party of prisoners to the rear, which he had
captured during the second day's operations, and Captain C.
C. Clay, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and I would
recommend that these officers also be promoted for gallant
conduct. The records will scarcely s\\o\v an instance where
so small a body of men carried so strong a position as the
work on Chapin's Farm, and after a loss of one man in five,

held their i)usition without assistance against all attempts to

dislodge them by an eneni)- vastly superior in numbers and
nearly all composed of fresh troops.

The whole number of pieces of artillery captured by my
command in the works on Chapin's Farm, including Battery
Harrison, now called " Fort Burnham " in honor of the gal-

lant and lamented General, was twenty two.

I wish in connection with this report to favorably mention
the members of my staff, \iz. :

Capt. Win. L. Kent, 23d Mass. Vol. A. A. A. G.
Capt >r. B. Bcbsey, 25th Mass. Vol. A. A.. I. G.
Capt. L. N. Converse. 2d N. H. Vol. A. Prov. Marshal
Capt. John Rrydon, nSlh X. V. Vol. A. O. O.
Capt. Male, 139th N. V. Vol. A. D. C.

ist Lieut. C. \V. Cook, 2I^t Conn. Vol. Chief Pioneers

1st Lieut. W.
J. LaJd, 13th N. \\. Vol. Asst. Com. Musters

est Lieut. Wm. H. Puik-iik, ijih Vt. Vol. Asst. D. C.

2d Lieut. CIkls. Fenton. 21st Conn. Vol. A. A. Prov. Marshal

for meritorious conduct, and I have the honor to ask that

their just claims for promotion may be favorably considered.

(Signed) Gkokge J. St.ann.^rd,

Brevet Majiir-General Volunteers.

(Signed) WiL! lA.M L. Ki.\i-,

Captaui 1 uenly-Lhird Massachusetts Infantry,

Acting Assistant .\djutant-General.
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BATTLE OF FORT HARRISON.

ADDRESS AT REUNION HELD AT WTLLIMANTIC, CONN., MAY i6tH,

1S72, BV CAPTAIN W. S. HULIJELL ; WITH APPENDIX.

Early in September, 1864, as we lay svvelteriiig in the

trenches before FelersburL^, a fresh rumor passed from man
to man, gathering strength and size as it tra\'eled down
toward the railroad battery Oil our regimental left. Strange!

was it not, how those rumors would arise, the outlets of

secrets carefully guarded at headquarters, yet somehow leak-

ing through every barrier, and reaching the rank and file

almost as soon as liding.s were known by the division and

corps commander. This time the rumor was an agreeable

one, for ficcs brightened as the story spread. We were to

move to the right and cross the A{)pomattt).\ to the l^ermufia

Mundred front. If ever soldiers deserved a change, we were

entitled thereto.

For nearly four months we had been constantly uiulcr fire

and had taken our full sh.ue of the counter hits with which

the rebels defended their capital. We had dug miles of

parallels and covered-wa\-s and rifle pits; had sallied forth in

fierce ;issai!lts ;uui ha<I rroii^'hed low mu'er terrihc cumon-
ades ; had witnessed mine ex[^losiuns in our lavor and against

us; had not seen a day for weeks in which no one was killed
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or maimed ; had been broiled in the glarinf,^ sun and chilled

with malarial dews ; had been defiled with the vermin, which,

despite all precaution, crawled from traverse to traverse in

those dismal trenches
; had been deprived of sleep, of rest, of

the conmionest comfiMt, and yet had been cheerful, and
smoked our pipes through it all and never lost heart or

doubted that somehow "Old Grant would pull us through

and win the day." We had often heard with a sigh of envy,

that across the river there was no picket firing and no need

of burrowing in the sand. We had listened with a contemptu-

ous shrug to those who told of the nice quarters in which the

Tenth Corps were encamped, where none needed to dodge a

bomb shell or stoop lest he invite a sharpshooter's bullet; but

now word was brought that the Tenth Corps was to relieve

us, and that we should straightway enter their paradise.

Never did we set out upon a march with greater alacrity,

nor continue one in better spirits, though it lasted all night

and was interspersed with terrific thunder showers. The next

morning we were wel, tired, hungr)- and happ)' beyond
bounds. We had fairly become round shouldered from

stooping to avoid wounds, and now we experienced the un-

utterable relief of once more standing erect and fearless, for

by tacit agreement there was no firing on the Bermuda
Hundred front. So we rested for twenty days and grew
clean and well-conditioned, and had not a grumble in our

hearts. On the twenty-eighth an order came to brigade

headquarters which made some of us look sober. There was

to be a sudden mo\e, if [)Ossiblc a surprise for the enemy—

a

sharp assault in which the bayonet was to do the whole, and

not a musket in the column was to be discharged or even

capped.

By nitie o'clock in the evening the whole division was

under arms and marching without noise toward Aikens'

Landing. Not a clattoiiug c.mti-cn v\as allowed to swing,

nor a word (^{ boisterous mirth to escape hum any reckless

lips. Quietly we sank down on the grass by the swift river
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and waited for the pontonniers to lay their floating bridge

across the James. At three in the morning the cohimn
passed over, the Second Brii^ade, General Burnham in the

van ; the Third Brigade. Colonel Roberts, containing our

regiment, coming in the center, and the First Brigade, Colonel

A. F. Stevens, bringing up the rear. On reaching the oppo-

site bank, the head of the column was turned to the left

and guided along the Varina road towards Richmond. The
Tenth New Hampshire and One Hundred and Eighteenth

New York, having recently exchanged their muskets for

Spencer repeating rifles, were now thrown forward imder

Colonel Donahue as flankers and skirmishers, and we began

to beat the bush toward the rebel works at Chapin's Farm.

About daybreak, the sharp crack of a rifle stirred the air

with its tell-tale story, and we knew that we had struck the

pickets of our foe. These were driven in upon the run, and

after a lively popping of the Spencers, the dense v^'oods were

cleared of rebs, and they were pushed back about two miles

on to their main line of works. As we debouched from the

forest, we caught sight of the long stretch of ramparts running

from the river for miles to the right, and directl}- before us,

crowning a hill top, loomed up the principal object of our

attack—the formidable Fort Harrison, over which streamed

the rebel banner, and in whose embrasures were mounted

twenty-three pieces of heavy artUlery. To the capture of this

tremendous battciy we now prepared to advance, most of us,

no doubt, with many misgivings, and with little expectation

of seeing old Coimecticut again or of enjoying this reunion

to-day.

Just before the assault commenced, a staff officer rode up

with a message from army headquarters, that we were before

the only barrier between us and Richmond, and were to go

forward to the utmost, remembering that the first regiment to

enter the rebel caj^ital should rocei\e promotion of oiie grade

for c\ery ofhccr arid three monllis" pay for every enlisted

man.
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Our three brigades were arranged in close columns by

division, marching in parallel columns by division front, one

brigade on the left of the road, one going directly up the

road, and the third, containing our own regiment, marching

on the right of the road over felled trees and through a

morass about midway of the charge. Upon the bastion which

faced our approach there was mounted a hundred-pounder

Armstrong gun, which, with their other artillery, opened fire

as soon as we were in sight. The first cannon ball passed

nearly a hundred feet above our head, and was greeted with

derisive laughter. The second shot struck the ground a few

yards before us and ricocheted over the advancing column,

causing much dodging and shouting. The third came v.ith

terrible accuracy straight for the center of the assailing host,

and ere its dreadful plunge was stayed had slain thirteen of

our brave men. There was no more laughing now, but

steadily we pressed on up the slope nearer and nearer the

belching fort. The rebels had ceased firing solid shot and

were plying us with grape and shrapnel and soon with can-

nister.

The ground was strewn with the wounded, the dying and

dead. We were so near that ue could see the faces of the

rebel gunners. One rebel officer, stood on the parapet coolly

firing his revolver at us as we neared him. Not a shot had

we discharged as yet. We struggle upward, panting and

furious until we gain the counterscarp of the work, and there

for an instant, in sheer exhaustion, the column halts and lies

down even under a galling fire. Then, after a moment's rest,

the men nobly respond to their officers' call and pour over

the edge of the ditch into the dr\' moat, and then, scrambling

up the bank, some on hands and knees, some stepping on

their bayonets thrust into the clay, some on each other's

shoulders, the blue column mounts the parapet, lingers a

moment in a fierce blaze of musketry on its crest, and finally,

overtlovving all bairiers, puslies across the parade ground,

driving the rebels from behind a nifissive traverse, on which
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their flag is replaced by the Stars and Stripes. In the center

of the work our brigade met the others who had scaled the

fortress upon its opposite corner, and whose losses and valor

equalled our own.

It is on the authority of Colonel Comstock, of General

Grant's staff, who was watching the assault from its opening

to its close, that I lay claim to the first honors for our own
brigade. As the troops descended into the ditch simultane-

ously on the right and left of the road, Colonel C. exclaimed :

" There ! those men will never get out of that place alive."

But even as he spoke the right bastion was swarming with

assailants who won the day, at this critical stage of the con-

test, and soon their flag was planted on the rebel stronghold.

That flag, my comrades, is believed to have been the national

color of the Twenty-first Connecticut, and for bearing it to its

proud eminence, one of our gallant officers received public

recognition in General Orders.

But alas for the glories of war. they are dearly bought !

Our losses during these short morning hours were frightful.

The field return for September 28ih gave an aggregate o{

three thousand one hundred and fifteen men effective for duty

in the division. Out of this assaulting force there were killed

outright eight commissioned officers and eighty-four enlisted

men, while there were v.-o-indcd thirty-si.v officers and five

hundred and two enlisted men, besides three hundred and

thirty reported missing. General Burnham was mortally

wounded in the bowels as he entered the fort. General Stan-

nard, soon after, lost his right arm. Colonel Stevens, com-

manding brigade, was severely wounded and never fully

recovered during the war. Coloricl Donahoe was badly

wounded in the thigh. Five out of the six staff officers of

the division were disabled. Captain Bessey was blown from

his h(jrsc b\- a shell exploding in the poor animal's bods-.

Major-General Ord, the corp.- commander, received a painful

wound in the leg. In the little enclosure where an entrance

was forced into the work lay a heap of twenty killed and
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wounded, mostly of the Fift}'-eighth Pennsylvania, which

regiment gallantly led the column up the hill to the assault.

Our losses were cnlianced by the terrific shelling which we
received from two rebel gunboats in the James, wliose enfilad-

ing fire of quick projectiles was demoralizing and murderous

in the extreme.

From the report of the division conimander I quote a single

paragraph: "The record will scared}- show an instance where

so small a body of men carried so strong a position as the

work on Chapin's Farm, and after a loss of one man in five,

held their position without assistance against all attempts to

dislodge them, by an enemy vastly superior in numbers, and

nearly all composed of fresh troops."

As you well remember, we had a night of labor with the

spade, and made of the fort an enclosed work, connecting it

by horse-shoe entrenchments with the James on either flank,

and therein repulsed three desperate assaults from the rebels,

under General Lee in person, on the next day. Had we
known the full extent of our victory, we might easily have

entered Richm.ond on the 29th of September, as the road was

open before us. Nevertheless we seized the most advanced

approach to the rebel capital and the point from which its

captors issued forth on the day wlicn Richmond fell.

General Butler remarked in wrath, " that if we had not

stopped to cackle like an old hen over her eggs, we should

have taken Richmond on that day." But our leaders were

all killed or disabled, and Butler himself, who ought to have

marshalled us for the onset, was busily engaged v.-ith crowing

on a safe perch several miles from the sight of carnage and

the smell of gunpowder.

In all the scenes which have been thus briefly rehearsed,

the Twent)' -first Connecticut was honorably conspicuous.

We were singularly fortunate in our losses, but we did not

escape for lack of exposure to all tlic dangers of that trying

engagement. Still Vvc suffered heavily of our gallant boj-s,

and many a brave heart beat its Inst throb on the slope of
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Fort Harrison. Several of our regiment were designated b)'

name for bravery on that field. Among them the faithful and

noble-hearted Captain Jennings, who was shot through the

lungs and survived but a few days; Captain Walter P. Long,

who bore our flag to its first place on the ramparts ;
Captain

Cyrus W. Cook, whose gallantry attracted the notice of

General Ord ; Sergeant Buck of the sharpshooters, who there

won his shoulder-straps, and received them by request of the

General commanding ; Captain Fenton, who was recom-

mended by General Stannard for promotion ; and others, no

doubt, whose names I have forgotten, in these seven years

which have glided so swiftly away. ]>ut. ere I close this

hasty sketch, I would pay a comrade's tribute to one other

man v/ho played the hero in this bloody encounter. At the

close of the second day's battle there fell, with four wounds,

an officer of the Twenty-first, who once had shown a favor to

Private Kelly of the Pioneer Corps. When Kelly was told

that his friend lay wounded where no one dared to bring him

in, the great Irishman, with a mighty oath, strode through

thick danger to the spot, and putting his strong arms about

the wounded man, lifted him as eagerly and tenderly as a

mother would her child, carrying him to a stretcher, and

then, with another's help, to a place of safety. 1 am told that

poor Kelly is duad, but I rejoice at this opportunity to deco-

rate his memory with my thanks for service to me in my dire

extremity.

And, if I mistake not, my comrades, we all feel a warming

of the heart toward one another to-day, and are linked more

closely than ever before in the thought that we served to-

gether on many a hardly -contested field. This is no time to

revive a single alienation or a bitter memory of our soldier

days. luiough for us that we fought together, conquered to-

gether, and were comrades in the old Twenty-first.
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APPENDIX TO BATTLE OF FORT HARRISON.

In 1 885 a letter was received by the writer from Colonel

Cecil Clay, who commanded the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania

in the Fort Harrison assault, and who was later in the

Department of Justice at Washington and also commanded
one of the two militia regiments in the District of Columbia.

He protested vigorously against the implication of the current

army histories that the capture of Fort Harrison wa.s made
by Genend Burnham's brigade alone, and stated that there

•seemed to be no report of that affair on file at the War De-

partment, except tliat of General George J. Stannard, which

is given in the following pages. Another correspondent, a

Mr. Thompson, was also stirred up by the excess of credit

given to that brigade, and in 18S9 was collecting materials

to right the wrong which had been done to the Third Brigade

under command of Colonel S. H. Roberts.

It is therefore proper to add some other incidents of the

engagement, partly by way of explanation for any omissions

or inaccuracies which may occur in the report of General

Stannard, whose severe wound, resulting in the loss of his

arm near the shoidder, prevented him from any share in the

preparation of his re[)ort, which was written, according to the

usual custom, by his Adjutant-General. Captain W. L. Kent,

of the Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry. The latter's

term of service had expired before the battle, and he was

serving in the action as a volunteer. He was a brave and

com[)etent officer and a ver)' fair-minded, accurate man, but

was him.self wounded in the leg, and wrote his report under

some disadvantages in Boston, after reaching his home.

General Stannard had designated me as Captain Kent's suc-

cessor, in wiiich c.ip,i.;iLs' 1 v. -s <er>.ing \\\\<:\\ woundcil at

the close ol the second da\-'s encounter. Probably no one

had better facilities than n))-self for obser\ing the progress
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of the whole affair, inasmuch as I was not absent from the

front hne for a moment during the entire movement, includ-

ing our assault and the three counter assaults by the enemy

on the second day.

The fact that General Burnham's Brigade chanced to be

the first to cross the pontoons at Aikens' Landing on the

morning of September 29th, seems to have been accepted as

evidence that they led the march throughout. Such, how-

ever, was not the case. When we emerged from the woods

in sight of Fort Harrison, and the first shot was fired from

that work, the gun was directed at the Third Brigade, on the

right of the Warina road, drawn up in "column by division"

and awaiting orders. Two regiments of the Second Brigade

(General Burnham's) had been detailed as skirmishers and

were posted at our left, together with a part of the Twenty-

first Connecticut, under Colonel James F. Brown, which did

not participate in the assault. Colonel M. T. Donahue, of the

Tenth New Hampshire, whose name is mentioned in General

Slannard's report as gallantly aiding in the charge, was not

serving with his regiment, being under arrrest by General B.

F. liutler for some trivial violation of a petty rule, but had

insisted on coming with the expedition on his own responsi-

bility and without a sword, of which he had been deprived.

He wore a dark blue cape, with light blue lining, and many
eye witnesses will remember that streaming cape as he rushed

up the hill, beckoning with his unarmed h.and for the men
to follow. Before the figiit was over he was in command of

his brigade. His conduct amid the perils of that hazardous

move disposed of the charges against him and of his dis-

obedience in jdfoing into battle while imder arrest. A wound
in the thigh, however, cut short his active career before noon.

But let us return to the outset of the charge.

The three brigades were thus halted in the edge of the

\voods below h\»rt Ilarristva on that early morning. General

K. O. C. Ord, our corps connnander, was examining with his

glass the formidable work which seemed to loom up like a
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mountain of red sand against tlic sky. He said :
" It is too

strong for us to risk an attack ; I can count fifteecn cannon
bearing on our line of march

; \vc must wait for the other

division before we assault." General Stannard, who sat on
his horse beside General Ord, remarked with hi^s usual vehe-

mence, " Oh, hell, General ! my division can take that fort!
"

" Very well. General, if you think so, then go ahead !

"

General Stannard turned at once to me and exclaimed, "Tell

Roberts to push right on up the hill for that bastion where
the big gun is firing !

"

We moved forward without delay, and the third shot from

that one hundred-pound Armstrong gun .struck our march-
ing column fairly in tlie center, with terrible slaughter.

Probably the brigade of Ikirnham started foruard at the

same time, on the left of the road, and also the brigade of

Colonel Stevens moved up between us. But I am positive

that, at the start, the Third Ikigade was first in motion and
first drew the enemy's fire. We [uished on up the steep

incline, and were punished worse and worse the nearer we
drew to the frowning parapet. At last, after a slight pause to

recover breath, we made a rush for the great trench at the

foot of its walls, and into this ditch we tumbled pell-mell to

escape tiie destructive fire at close range.

Our next task was to scale the steep and high bank, so far

above us that we could not reach the base of the walls with

outstretched hands as we stood in the ditch below. Rut
somehow we clambered up. holding our breath in expectation

of another blast from that terrible hundred-pounder in the

embrasure overhead. There was no such explosion, how-
ever, and later \\'e found that the gun (with its broad-arrow

mark on the breech, sliou ing that it came from a Ikitish

arsenal) had been dismounted b}- the last discharge, and one of

the trunions had been jammed against the carriage. Ikit for

this rebel mis!ia[), all of us at this gateway would have been

blown into eteniity, and the assault at this point would prob-

ably have failed. The ofncers of the Fift3--eighth Pennsylva-
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nia were among tlie first to mount the parapet, Captain Clay

and Lieutenant Jolinston leading, both of whom were severely

wounded. Some fifteen or twenty others were killed or

wounded in a space not twenty feet square, between the gun-

carriage and a huge traverse of sand built for its protection.

For a {i:.vi seconds the sliooting was lively on both sides at

close quarters, and then, as our column came up from the

opposite side where the brave General Burnham was killed,

the enemy fled on the run.

Pardon me for recording a personal incident at this stage,

in hope that it may perhaps cx|)lain to some Confederate

officer the way in which he lost a fmc new uniform. I had

been sjjecially provolced by the coolness of a rebel major, who
stood on the traverse overlooking our advance and shot at

me thrice as we neaied the last ditch, taking a musket eacli

time from a soldier near him. Curiously enougli it never

occurred to me to use my revolver in return, althougli it was

fully charged, but, in the excitement of the moment, this

available weapon was quite forgotten. .A.s I crept into the em-

brasure, this officer sprang down the traverse on the opposite

side and fled across the parade ground to his quarters in the

barracks. Snatching up something from the doorway, he ran

behind the log buildings and escaped into the v.oods beyond.

Ikit I secured liis diess-coat and o\ ercoat, which remained in

my possession for }-ears, and at last, minus the Confederate

buttons, were returned to the South in a barrel of supplies for

the " Frecdmen."'

At the further side of the fort we met the column of

General Burnham, with a group of off'icers around the pros-

trate General, who was dying from a wound in the bowels.

Here also was tiic brave Captain Jennings of Company 1%

Twenty-first ^Connecticut Volunteers, who hail been shot

through the body as he entered the fort, and who lingered for

several v/eeks of sur:l-rin;; bef >!\ ri!i>,\ cd b\- death.

it, therefore. ai)[)cars that the weight of this assault was

delivered b\- the Third I^rigade on tiic front to the enemv'si
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left on the Varina road, across which road Fort Harrison was

planted. On that side the enemy ^vas first routed and the

victory won, as the heavy loss on the counterscarp and para-

pet declares. Had the troops of Burnham's Brigade first

entered the work, we should have captured the garrison,

whereas we took few, if any, prisoners on the 29th of Septem-

ber. With no intention to rob the other assaulting colunni of

its glorious share in that victory, we must nevertheless insist

that Fort Harrison was not captured by their efforts alone

nor was the flag which they bravely carried the first one to be

raised upon its v.all,-;.

This formidable earthwork with its heavy guns and its log

barracks for a garrison of fifteen hundred men, had been con-

sidered impregnable by the enemy, and its capture caused the

utmost alarm in Richmond. Had a fresh division, or even a

fresh brigade, been available to pursue the enemy, there is

little doubt that we could have followed them over their

" heavy line " of interior defenses into Richmond itself. ' But

there seems to have been no intention at first on the part of

General Grant to hold the position gained. Orders came at first

to remo\e the fifteen captured cannon. l)Ut later in the da\-,

when General Grant himself visited Fort Harrison, he says of his

change of plan :
" The position captured from the enemy was

so threatening to Richmond that I determined to hold it.

The enemy made several desperate attempts to dislodge us,

for which he paid dearly." In General Horace Porter's

volume, entitled " Campaigning with Grant," the writer thus

describes the occurrences ot that morning:

" Ord moved directly against Fort Harrison, a strong earth-

work occupying a commanding position, carried it by assault,

captured fifteen guns, and secured possession of an entire line

of entrenchments. I-".verything promised further success, when
Ortl was so severely vvoundetl in the leg tliat he had to leave

tlie field, and proprr adwiiUa'^e was not taiscn of the import-

ant success which had been trained."
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As soon as we could reform our scattered and decimated

forces in Fort Harrison we moved along the rebel entrench-

ments toward the river, hopinc^^ to clear the whole line to the

James. We found, however, that the capture of Fort Gilmer

was necessary in order to give access to the river, and the

assault on Fort Gilmer b)- Cicneral l^irney had failed. Our

little force' had gone into action that morning with two

thousand eight hundred and fifty-five men. Counting the

troops actually composing the assaulting column, we had

lost one man in every three and forty-four officers from the

divisii^n. All the general officers of the command were <.iis-

abled or slain, including the conunanders of the corp.s, the

division and the three brigades.

At this juncture the entire force was in command of a

Lieutenant-Colonel, the gallant hklgar M. Cullen, of the

Ninety-sixth New York, now a Supreme Court Judge in

Brooklyn. Under his supervision we were about to assault

a square redoubt in our front on the plain below Fort Harri-

son, when a long line of the enemy arose from behind their

entrenchments, and by a quick mo\'e forward threatened our

left flank and compelled our return to the fortress on the

hill. Two rebel gunboats on the James now began a shelling

of our position with eight-inch projectiles, about the size of

an ordinary water pail. The distance was less than two

miles and they had the exact range. At no other time in

our campaigning did we have the navy opposed to us, and

this experience was far from pleasant. Many casualties re-

sulted from these bursting shells before the men learned how

to watch for them and to secure shelter.

In the midst of this shelling we were agreeably surprised

to see General U. S. Grant riding across from the Newmarket

to the Varina road. I le dismounted outside the ditch and

made his way on foot through the dead and the cK'ing into

the fort. Although myself an c\c-\\itness v){ wii.it llu-n oc-

curred, let me c[uote from tile account of his aide-de-camp,

Lieutenant-Colonel Horace Porter

:
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"The General in-chief was greatly gratified at the hand-

some manner in w hich the fort had been carried and the

pluck which had been showii by our troops. The fort was

an enclosed work and formed a salient upon the enemy's line.

There were batteries in its rear, however, which still com-

manded it. The ground ga\ e ampK- evidence of the conflict,

and was so torn with shot and shell and covered with killed

and wounded, in some places, that the General had to pick

his way in, stepping over the dead bodies that lay in his

path. He turned his look upward to avoid as much as

possible the ghastl)' sight, and the expression of profound

grief impressed upon his features told, as usual, of the effect

produced uj)on liim b\' tha sad spectacle. Upon enteiing the

fort, he climbed up and looked over tlie parapet on the north

side and remained there for some time, viewing the surround-

ing work and taking a look at Richmond, while the enemy's

batteries continued to shell us. This was tlie nearest view

of the city he had yet obtained, and the church spires could

be distinct!}- seen. He sat down on the ground, tucked his

legs under him, and wrote a dis[)atch to General Birney,

dating it 10:35 a. m., stating that General Ord was wounded

in capturing Fort Harri-on, but thai Cieneral Heckman had

succeeded him. and tlireeting llirne\- to move his C(.ilured

troops along the Newmarket ri)ad. dlie enemy's projectiles

were fl>'ing in our direclion, and when the General had

reached the middle o'i the dispatch a shell burst directly

over him. Those standing about instinctively ducked their

heads, but he {)aid no atlentiou to the occurrence, and did

not pause in his writing or even look up. The handwiiting

of the dispatch when finished tlid not bear the slightest evi-

dence tjf the uncomfortable circiunstances under which it was

indited." v

Tliose of us who saw this occurrence deemed themselves

specially fortunal*.-. as ue seldom fought under the e\-e of <^wx

Commander-in-chiei. and on m- other occasion .saw him under

fire. He seemed to be absolutely indifferent to danger, and
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as calm in the midst of a cannonade as if in his head-

quarters at City Point. Soon after this incident lie rode away

to Deep Bottom, from which he could tele:_^raph to General

Meade, who was preparins^^ for a move two miles to the west

along tlic Weldon railroad, in case that General Lee attempted

to retake Fort Harrison. At 4 p. m. General Grant left the

north side of the James and returned to City Point to be

near to General Meade on the morrow.

As for us at P'ort Harrison, we took advantage of every

lull in the cannonade and were busy all night long in fortify-

ing the rear of the work against attack from the direction of

Richmond, and in digging a sort of horse-shoe line of rifie

pits to protect our flanks, for word v/as received tiiat we
should be assailed by the enemy, who boasted that we should

be driven out of our hard earned conquest on the morrow.

They were not ready, and nearly one-third of our line of

defense was incomplete when the battle oj^cned on September

jOtli, about noon.

Genera! Robert E. Lee was present in person to direct the

assault. He had brought with him from the defenses of

Petersburg three divisions of his army. The commands of

Generals Clingman, Colquitt, Law, G. T. Anderson, and

Bratton, under General R. H. Anderson, in charge of Long-
street's Corps, comprised the formidable force which made
three determined and desperate attempts to retake their

former stronghold. In every instance they were handsomely

repulsed. It was a new experience for us to stand still

behind protecting walls of earth and to receive an attack.

Heretofore our lot had always been cast among the assail-

ants, whose exposures and losses are so much greater. But

nov/ we saw from the distant woods the long lines advancing

in brave array, with Confederate colors streaming and arms
Hashing, while, from the forts opposite and on our right-Hank,

a brisk Hre of sliot and shell kept down our curiosity and

compelled us to crouch behind the walls of protecting sand.
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Unfortunately \vc had no artillery to aid us at long range,

but as soon as our nuiskctry could reach the oncoming foe

they began to fall ra[)idly, until as they neared us, our fire

was too deadly for the bravest to bear, and at first they began

to look behind them, and then to stop and return our fire,

and then to fall back slowl)-, until they broke and ran to over
again in the woods, a half mile distant.

Their second attempt was similar to the first, except that

it was aimed a little farther to our left, as if to pass to the

side of our improv^ised defenses, which extended across the

former rear of the fortress itself

As our assailants ran into the range of our musketry, they

would apjicar to stumble and fall, especially the color-bearers

and the officers. The first thought of the spectator .from oiir

lines would be that the men in gray and butternut uniforms

were tripping over roots or stones and falling over obstacles.

At first the sight seemed humorous and provoked laughter,

until the truth dawned on one's mind that these were not

stumblers, but wounded men going down to death, and,

despite their bravery, that most of them lay as they had

fallen, unable to rise again. The boys in blue were cooler

and more determined in stopping the second rush than during

the first attack, and the enemy's loss was much more serious.

It was nearing sun.-,ct, and we could see their ofiicers rush-

ing to and fro, and the reserves marching to the front, while a

new and severe cannonade of our scanty defenses warned us

that the i)relude to a third assault had begun. Our officers

were now directed to encourage the Union soldiers with the

assurance that our position could not be carried b>' the

enem)-, and to direct our men to reserve their fire until their

foes were close at luuul. (Jn they came in the twilight, until

greeted with a terrific \ijlle}- at close range, before which they

went down like grass before a sc\the. As the smoke of that

musketry cleared away, the enemy seemed to li.ue vanished.

They were ion near u.-. lo llee, and the uninjured found satety

only in hugging the ground. Nearly two thousand Con-
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federates had been killed or wounded in those three fierce

attempts to retake Fort Harrison.

Darkness was now coming on apace, and we were atixious

to secure as prisoners those who were lying on their faces

before us and waiting for the night to cover their escape.

Some of them at intervals would wave a handkerchief in

token of surrender, and then would spring to their feet and

run into our lines, whence they were passed to the rear. On
our right, in easy musketshot of our position, was a body of

rebel sharpshooters who kent watch of the narrow passage

leading across the ditch of the fort aiid constituting its eld

entrance from the rear. In order to checlc the surrender, or

desertion as it seemed to them, of the prostrate Confederates,

they were shot at by their old comrades as soon as they

started to give themselves up, and man}- were thus picked off

before reaching the fort.

A small party was now sent out by the flank from our lines

in order to scoop in at one sweep these unwoimded rebels

who were so nearly within reach, and at once about three

hundred of th.em arose and threw down their arms. One of

them, a rath.er pompous major, approached the writer and

said, "Who commands this party; I wisli to surrender?"

Being informed that 1 would receive his s\vord, he exclaimed,

" Then I have the honor to surrender to you the remains of

Cieneral Clingman's Brigade." The whole part)^ of prisoners

were gathered behind the log barracks vvithin our newly-

entrenched line, and thence were rushed across the passage-

way into the fort. Under the friendly darkness, the rest of

the Confederates crept away and the bloody battle was over.

While our losses were slight in this conflict of September

30th, the enemy had suffered terribly from our musketry at

close range, .Tnd Richmond was filled with the wounded.

I'A'ery available vehicle was used to firing them to h'ispitals

and to private houses in the city. I-'roni a servant of General

Longstreet, whom the writer met some years ago in Rich-

mond, a vivid account was received <>{ the consternation
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created there hy these sanguinary battles of September 29th
and 30th. It was expected tliat we would follow up the
advantage on October 1st and that the city would be cap-
tured. All available citizens, young and old, sick or well,

were drafted into service and sent to the Fort Harrison front.'

Even government clerks and the city police were thus im-
pressed, and all business was for the time suspended. The
stores were closed and alarm-bells were rung in the churches.

General Grant, however, had taken advantage oi the fight-
ing at this point to push out townrd the south side railroad
on our lefL beyond Petersburg and had captured two redoubts.
a line of rifle pits, and one cannon, together with a hunched
.prisoners. Thus our left was strongly established within two
miles of the railway, which was the chief artery of supply for

Lee's army, and the circle had bcLti drawn closer about the
beleaguered capital of Jefferson Davis.

These operations which we have described were also an
important accessor)- to Sheridan's movement in the Shenan-
doah Valley. When General Grant rode over from Fort
Harrison to Deep Bottom on the morning of September 29th,
he received the following telegram from President Lincoln :

"I hope it will lay no constraint upon you, nor do harm in

any v/ay, for me to say, that I am a little afraid lest Lee sends
re-enforcements to Early and thus enables him to turn upon
Sheridan." To this General Grant at once replied, " Vour
dispatch just received. I am taking steps to prevent Lee
sending re-enforcements to Eaily, by attacking him here."
A {q\\ days later, Sheridan drove Early twenty-six miles

capturing eleven guns and many prisoners, while the expected
re-enforcements could not be spared from General Lee, be-
cause of our operations before Richmond. As it was decided
not to move forward any further at present o\\ the Fort Harri-
son front, the whole line v/as securelv^ entrenched and fortified

as a standing menace to the rebel capital on the nortli .side

ol the James. This rec^uired the enemy to keep a counter-
force under Longstreet constantl)- in readiness to meet our
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possible attack, and to lengthen by at least two miles their

already attenuated line of defense.. That they were quite un-

reconciled to our proximit)' at this point was proved by their

attempt to construct a mine across from their nearest out-

work, with the object of blowing up Fort Harrison and its

defenders. Countermining was resorted to on our part, in

the shape of a series of deep v.ells sufficient to intercept the

mine before it reached its goal. For this or for some other

reason, the enemy abandoned their subterranean gallery after

it was built for many rods from its starting point. It was an

object of curious insi>cction when the rebel works fell into

our hands on the morning of April 3, 1865.

It was also from Fort Harrison and along the Varina road,

that the force under General Weitzel moved forward to the

final capture of Richmond, and thus the task begun at this

point on September 29th was finally completed. The same

brigade, including the Twenty-first Connecticut, which had

scaled the walls of Fort Harrison at our first triumph there,

marched from that frowning parapet to plant our colors over

Richmond. Thus the menace of that first attack was a true

prophecy of the final victory.

TALKING IT OVER. \/\
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FROM FORT HARRISON TO FREDERICKS-

BURG RAID.

(Soi5'b»3a:nt>e3:7—IDecei-nToear, 1864:.)

After the capture of Fort Harrison we remained on the

front line or in supporting^ distance of tiic same, not far from

the front. Our first camp was on the main h'ne of defense,

some distance to the riglU' of the fort, wlu'ch we occupied till

the beginninc^ of winter, when we changed our position, taking

the camp once occupied by the I'^orly-first United States

Colored Troops. Here we remained in reserve, directly in

rear of, and one hundred rods from our former position. This

camp we shared with the Fortieth Massachusetts Regiment.

Our quarters were ver}* comfortable, and we had no reasc^n

to complain of the conveniences enjoyed during the winter.

The movements of General Grant had compelled the enem\'

to lengthen their line of ilefense till it was now thirty-seven

miles in extent, reaching from White Oak Swamp on their

left to Hatcher's Run on their right. Fight miles of this line

was north of the James.

As we now settled down for our winter quarters we found

the most of our energies directed to picket duty. As the

winter ci 1S64-1S65 was unusually severe, ou.r work v. as

correspondingly hard. We now felt the effects of our previ-
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ous hardships, which, since the first of Ma\', had been unusu-

ally trying. Something of our condition ma\' be inferred

from the following letter written September 4th :

" I have had my patriotism tried more during the severe

labors of the previous season than when in our comfortable

quarters at Norfolk or at Newport News. Engaged in actixe

service for four months, during which time, except when on

the march, we were in reach ox the enemj-'s artillery, most

of the time within reach of his infantry, when to expose your

head above the breastwork's would call the enem}-'s fire;

much of the time keeping awake nights, occasionally all

night; seeing your company reduced b\- casualties in battle

and sickness from fifty-two, the number we had in the ranks

at the beginning of the season, to only fifteen present for

duty ; with the officers of the regiment played out, till there

are but few left, at one time onl\- two line ofticers present for

duty; with no great victor}- to cheer \-ou only as you

patiently hold on to what you get from hard fighting; listen-

ing some of the time to conversation among the men, in

which the hard times are dwelt upon and magnified—with all

these conditions }'ou may find a soldier's life like a furnace

that tests his fortitude. I know of man)' in these conditions

wliose hearts fail them. And yet. v. hen prosperity comes

these same soldiers will forget all their hard times and be

filled with hope and enthusiasm. For m\'self, 1 would sacri-

fice money, health, glory, an\'thing, if at length we may
return home with the war ended and peace established in a

reunited countr\-."

During this active campaign our work had been much
harder than that of the enemy, as we had almost alwa\-s

been the attacking party, wlulc they, protected behind breast-

works, could hold their ground. Only once did our regiment

see this reversed, when the enemy attemjitetl to recapture

Fort ll.Arrison k^\\ the ti.i\' following the victr-ry. Hut nov.-

that we go iiito winter quarters we finil our work easier f )r

us tiian theirs is for them, as we are better ^<:(\, better clothed,
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and have a larger number of men to do picket duty on the

same extent of hno. Their f(.)otl, as General IIumi)hre\' in-

forms us, was jtrinci[)all\- corn-bread, made' of coarse meal.

Of meat the)- had b.ul litLle. Of coffee, lea and sugar the)-

had none except in hospitals.

Our position c>n the picket line was on each side of the

Newmarket road. Daily one hundred and fifteen men and

three lieutenants, under tlic command of a captain, are sent

from our brigade to the front Vo relieve those who have been

on dut\-, and in turn to be relieved after twenty-four hours'

service. These men are divitkxl u[) into squads of four men
and one corporal each—and each of these stationed on their

respective jmsts cm the ])icket line a {ki\\ rods apart. Some
one hinidrcd feet in front of the line on which these posts are

stationed is the xidctte line, where one of these men in turn

is stationed. His dut\' C(Misist.s in walking his beat, which

connects at each end with those on either side of him, while

he keeps a u'atchful e>e upon the enemy in front of him.

A well-beaten aiul connecletl path was worn by them, extend-

ing along the front of the entire line. Some five hundretl feet

or more in our front was the xadctte line of the enemy, who
in turn kejn an eijuall\- watchful e}-e ujjon us. Thus were we

emplo)-ed during tlie entire winter, and regartlless of storm or

sunshine, heat or cold, darkness or light, this line was faith-

fully maintained. Sometimes fires were not allowed. It

seemed hard w hen the officer of the picket, in obedience to

orders, required the little fire the}' had to be extinguished.

"The other brigade j)icket ha\"e theirs," they pleaded. But

when next day that i)icket who enjoyed the fires were re-

quired to remaiti on duty an atUied twenty-four hours as

punishment for disobe>-ing orders, our men became better

reconciled to the apparent severit\- of their officer.

There were frequent desertions along the picket line. From
our side th.ere was hardly ever one fron^ tlie men that made
up the oiiginal regiment. lUit among the recruits—some-

times called bounty-jumpers, who for six hundred or a thou-
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sand dollars would enlist—desertions were more frequent.

Fortunately for us we had none of this class. From the

enemy desertions were frequent. To encourage these our

government printed a proclamation on a small leaflet guaran-

teeing- free transportation to any part of the Union to all those

who would desert from the enemy. The following device,

among others, was made use of to place these in the hands of

those in the opposing line. Tlic leaflets arc securely wrapped

around a short stick. Possessed of this, the officer of the

picket advances toward the opposing line till he secures their

attention. Then he throws it as far as possiule toward tliem.

Curiosity leads some one to come out and get it. Tlien when

brought into their line, in the midst of a gathering crowd it is

read, when an officer from among them mounts tiie works

and shakes his head. This ends all the efforts of tliat charac-

ter for that time.

One morning the Captain of Company brought in

eight deserters from the enemy, and with much satisfaction

reported at division head(iuarters. The following is the

report of one of these deserters coming to our line a few

tla)-s earlier than tlie j^resent period: " Tiie Confcdeiate line

is very weak. Among the conscripts that have been secured

to fill up the ranks of the army, half or two-thirds of them are

in the hospital, as they are unfit for service by reason of ad-

vanced age or extreme youth. Tiie present cam[)aign is the

last one the\' will ever fight. They were well pleased with

th.e nomination of McClellan for President, and were waiting

for the result of the approaching election with s»..me impa-

tience." The deserter assured us tlutt two more would

follow him the next night.

One interesting episode that enlivened the monotony of the

picket service was the visit of P'raul: P. IViair, Sr., to Rich-

mond on a 'message of jx-ace. His way to the Confederate

caj>it.il was ,iIon:,f the Xcwniai l-.ct n'.ul. lie icaehetl our

line in an ambulance. Then, hailing the enemy with a flag

of truce, he was escorted by one of the division staff to meet
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an officer from the other side, from whence he passed on to

Richmond. To the honest picket wlio liad never witnessed a

scene Uke this, ot a citizen passiii<^ over the forbidden ground,

this event was a great wonderment. The officer in command
of the brigade picket asks the division officer-of-the-day who
this stranger might be, but he 'i\\\(\^ him as ignorant as him-

self. The division officer asks the General wlio it was, and

received for a repl)-, *' lie is a Union man."

During tiie night Captain Cook of the general staff was

seen, and in answer to the inquiry, replied that he did not

know, but the slafi' liad come to the conclusion that he was

an angel. But next day a copy of a daily paper from Rich-

mond fell into our hands, and we tliere learned that the*

Honorable Frank V. Blair, Sr., had arrived on a mission of

peace. This explained the passing of the mysterious stranger

across the picket line. Mr. Blair bore with him a simple

note :

December 28, 1864.

Allow the bearer, F. P. Blair, Sr., to pass our lines, go south

and return.

A. I,INCOLN.

This effort resulted in the famous conference at Hampton
Roads, where the IVesident and Secretary of State met a

commission of three from the Confederacy. But no result

followed; only a mass-meeting was held in Richmond soon

after and addressed by President Davis and others. Most
impassioned appeals were made by the speakers for a continu-

ance of the war, which produced a profound impression.

The peo[)le [)resent, with one heart and voice, resolved that

there was but one wa)- left, and that was to fight to the bitter

end—an end that came in two months.

This event awakened within the regiment a discussion of

the question i.f closing tb.e war. All wanted it, and yet

hardly one would wish for it upon any other terms than

that of union. They would rather fight to the end to secure
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it. At the Presidential election recently held, every one of

the officers and a large majority of voters among the enlisted

men cast their votes for the Republican ticket. In no place

was the rejoicing over the election of Abraham Lincoln

greater than in the Twenty-first. One writes: " McClcllan is

up for President. Perhaps he may be elected, but 1 sincerely

hope not We are tired of war. Just as tired of it as you

are at home, likely more so. IBut when we have been so far,

have suffered so much, and the prospect is so bright for a

successful ending, we do not wish to see it all neutralized by

the election of a half-peace, half-war man."

On the 24th of October, General Grant directed General

Mead to extend our lines to the left and fmd the right flank

of the enemy. At the same time he directed General Buller

to make a demonstiation on his left. Accordingly he sent a

part of the Eighteenth Corps under General Weitzel to make

a demonstration on the Williamsburg road, north of the

White Oak Swamp, and part of the Tenth Corps under Gen-

eral Terry, to demonstrate on the Charles City and Darby

roads. Under cover of General Terry's demonstration.

General Weitzel was to pusli through the White Oak

Swamp at Hobson's Crossing, and move up the Williams-

burg road to the Confederate line of entrenchments. This

plan was carried out successfully.

It fell to our lot to be a \r\x\. of this expedition. The com-

mand to engage in it reached us when we were in camp on

tlie front line some distance to the riglit of Fort Burn ham.

We had fifteen minutes' notice to lea\ e camp and moved back

to the rear where we were to provide three days' cooked rations

in preparation for an advance. By five o'clock the next morn-

ing we were on the road and marched till we reached P^air

Oaks at i o'clock p. m. When within three miles of Rich-

mond we ca\ne in contact with the rebel line of defense.

Hoping that it mi:.dit he .--o wcau" th.iL v/c could break

through, General Butler obtained [)ermission from General

Grant to make an attack. It was done with a part of the
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forces, but the movement drew out such a strong fire from

the enemy that all further efforts to advance were abandoned.

Towards night we commenced our retreat. There was no

moon, clouds had covered the sky, and about night rain

began to fall, making the retreat both difficult and disagree-

able. Baggage wagons, ambulances, and artillery were

moving along the muddy roads at the same time in con-

siderable confusion, while the infantr)- sought for a passage-

way as best they could. Connection was at one time broken

and we came near losing the way. At length about half-past

ten at night, while the rain v.as still falling rapidly and the

roads were slippery witli mud, we turned (:>{{ into the forest

to tarry for the night. Some attempted to build fires, but

the falling rain and wet fuel caused such attempts to end in

smoke. So in one position or another we waited, trying to

catch some sleep. Fortunately with the morning sun came

clear Aveather and our return was easily made. We went

into our new camp in reserve.

For the most part the old regiments were small in numbers,

unless they had received many recruits. We had received

but few. and consequently each company occupied from one-

quarter to one-sixth the space it occupied in the line at first.

One captain writes. " My comi);aiy, perhaps an average one,

has a larger number absent on detached sei-vice than is

present for duty. I have twenty of the former to fifteen of

the latter." To stimulate good discipline and pride in personal

appearance, an order was issued from brigade headquarters,

relieving from picket and fitigue duty one week the regiment

that should make tlie finest appearance on inspection. On

the 20th of February our regiment received this honor, being

the second in the brigade to do so.

January 17th. news reached us of the cajjture of Fort

Fisher. Whtes one: "While on drill to-day we received

news that l'V»rt Fi>]ier had l)een captured with one thousand

prisoners. We gave three times three cheers for General

Terry. For a long time after one might hear the different
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rci^imeiits cheer, as in turn they each received the news of
the victory. A soldier rejoices more than any other over a

victory "^^ained. for in each victory he thinks his own task is

made lit^diter." By reason of the mismanagement of the first

expedition against the foit, General Butler was relieved of

command. The following dispatcli. sent by General Grant to

Washington, may express his opinion of General Butler's

militnry qualities :

City Point, Va.,

December 28, 1864.
The Wiluiington expedition has proved a gross and culpable

failure. Many of the troops are back here. Delay and free talk

of tlie object of the expedition enabled the enemy to move troops

to Wilmington to defend it. After the expedition sailed from
Fort Monroe three days of fine weather were squandered, during
which the enemy was without a force to protect hin)self. Who is

to blame will, I hope, be known.

U. S. Grant,

Lieutenant- General,

The opinion held by the commanding general was for the
most part shared by the rank and file of the army. Writes
one :

'" General Butler is no longer in command, and nearly
every soldier in the Army of the James rejoices in the fact.

He has been very unpopular, especially now that Fort Fisher
is taken. I never had any confidence in him as a military

conunander."

Whatever may have been said by reporters of the press,

the writer does not remember ever to have heard a cheer
given by the troops for General Butler, such as is almost
always called out by a popular leader, as he appears in the
presence of his men.

During the month of December, the Tenth and Eighteenth
Corps were discontinued. The white troops were formed
into the Twenty-fourth Corps, while the colored troops, to-

gether with Ferrero's Division of the Ninth Corps, formed
the Twenty-fifth. General Ord v/as placed in command of
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the Twenty-fourth Corps, General Weitzel of the Twenty-

fifth. For the rest of our term of service, we were in tlie

Third Brigade, commanded by General Roberts ; Third Divi-

sion commanded by General Devens, Twenty-fourth Corps,

Many hours of camp life ckiring this last winter were

enlivened by the music of the different bands, among which

were those belonging to our own regiment and to the For-

tieth Massachusetts. What the gift of song is to a bird, such

is the gift of a band to a regiment. Near the beginning of

December came news of the death of Captain Jennings of

Company E, who had been wouiided on the day of tiic cap-

ture of Fort Harrison. While falling back from ground

captured at the left of the fort, but rendered untenable b)'

reason of the gunboats, he was shot through the lungs. lie

was a good officer and loved by tlie men, an illustration of

the worthy, modest men who died for their country. Of a

like character and spirit were multitudes in the ranks whose

names appear less frequently in public. The following ma)-

illustrate : Private died in the hospital, of whom his

Captain reports that his only fault, if it be such, was that uf

staying at his post in the lanks till his health was so far gone

that recovery was impossible. When his condition was dis-

covered by his Captain, he was asked why he had not sought

an excuse from the doctor. His reply was, " There were so

many that fell out because of sickness, real or feigned, that I

would not, lest they should say that I was shirking duty."

A little before Christmas we enjo}'ed a visit from Captain

Jeremiah M. She[)ard, formerly of Company K. He came

among us no longer with the elastic step of his former days,

when he so proudly and successfully led his company, but

with the halting step of a wooden leg that had taken the

place of that honored limb left at the battle-field of Drewry's

Eluff, on the i6th of the previous May. His efficiency as an

officer and lu's sovial c[ualities had won a large place in the

hearts of the men.
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In November a petition was signed by all the commissioned
officers in the regiment, also by tlie brigade and division sur-

geons, and forwarded to Governor Buckingham, asking for

the appointment of J. N. Parker, hospital steward, as surgeon
of our regiment. Because of his fidelity in his work and his

ability as s(zq\\ in dealing with the sick, it was thought by
all that he was both entitled to the office and would fill it

with credit. But the fact that he had no diploma conferring

upon him the title of "' M. D." prevented. His subsequent
life fully sustained the confidence reposed in him at that time.

In the early days of the following Januaty, Nehcmiah Nicker-
son, formerly assistant-surgeon of the Sixteenth Connecti-

cut \'olunteers, arrived at camp, bearing the commission of

surgeon of our regiment. He soon won the confidence and
respect of all. Not a little interest was awakened by the

recital of his experience as a prisoner in the hand of the

enemy a\ hile a member in his former regiment.

Among the organizations that proved a great help to the

soldiers were two, the Christian Conmiission and the Sanitary

Connnission. The latter was created by the Secretary of

War and charged with the distribution of " relief to the

soldiers during the war, including food, clothing, medical
stores, hospital supplies, etc. To those of our men who
sutlered in the hospital there came from the Commission
much that was helpful, while some among those at the front

in act!\e serxice received through the medical authorities use-
ful gifts tliat made our hardships less. The Christian Com-
mission was orgiiiizeil by the Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation for the {uirpose of ministering both to the physical
and. spiritual well-being o{ the soldiers. Their agents ap-
peared with willing hands to help, where they could minister

to the sick or woundeti. They distributed Christian literature

and freely offe^red their services in co.'.jieration with the chap-
lain> i;i or. .nioting religious w. .n. hip. Moiuynnd ;;ifis were
distribute..! by these agencies valued at over si.K million

dollars.
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In Februar>-, religious meetings were conducted in our
brigade under the direction of agents sent out b>- this Com-
mission. There was an attendance of some two hundred or
more at each of the meetings. This assistance supplementing
the work of the chaplains was gladly received, and grateful
witnesses left testimony as to the good accomplished. The
spirit engendered by the Articles of War and that by the
Sermon on the Mount seemed somewhat different, though
neither conflicts with the other. Each should be helpful "to

the other. Some of our most efficient officers on both sides
were eminent Christian men, their ver>' militar\- discipline
tending to strengthen their virtues. And yet to' attempt to
take advantage of tl.e form of Chri^^tianity while destitute of
its spirit only leads to discomfiture. The following story is

told of an ambitious Colonel, better versed in militaV tactics
than in the Sermon on the Mount. Hearing one da>- that
quite a number from a neighboring regiment had expressed.
by rising in meeting, a desire to lead a Christian life, he re-
marked. " Do you say that tvvent>--five rose for prayers in— Regiment?" "Yes," was the reply. Then, turning to
his Sergeant-Major, he exclaimetl, " Sergeant -.Major, cJetail

fort>' men from our regiment to rise for prayers to-night. I

won't be beaten by that regiment."

On Christmas .somewhat extensive arrangements were made
for amusements and a well-arranged programme provided.
Heavy clouds with rain in the morning delayed the opening
of exercises, but about noon the breaking clouds invited the
soldiers to commence their games. iMrst, X.\\o men got drunk
near the sutler's tent and created no little disturban^ce. This
was quickly quelled an.i quiet restored. This episode, how-
ever, was not on the programme, but was thrown in as extra
by the participators. Then as the programme proper was
given there were exhibited foot-races, hurdle-races, catching a
pig by the tail, climbing a greased f)..|e. Ui.on ;i raisol {.L.L-

n^rm was a cheese-box half-filled uiih meal,' within whicii was
hidden a fifty-cent piece. Two colored boys with hands tied
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beliind tlieir backs dove with their heads into the meal in

search of the money. The one who could secure it with his

mouth became its possessor. These exercises were cariicd

out mainly by the One Hundred and Eighty-ei'^hth Penns\-1-

vania and Second New Hampshire. In this last winter of

our experience as soldiers, we suftered little from the in-

ciemencN' of the weatlier as compared with our first winter.

We had learned by experience to provide better quarters and

were able to take better care of ourselves. Consequently our

health was generally good, with no epidemic of fe\'er as

during the year before.

THE FREDERICKSBURG RAID IN MARCH. 1865.

AN .A.DDKFSS DELIVERED BY C.APT.'MN W. S. HUDlJELL AT THE

NINTH REUNION OF THE TWEN TV-FIKST KF.fH.MENT CONNECTI-

CUT VOLUNTEERS, IN SOUTH CO\'ENTKV, MAY 10, iS/S.

In one of the periodicals of the American Peace Society we

find objection made to the ga}' uniforms and equipments of a

soldier. Instead of scarlet and gold, the critic proposes to

dress the warrior in colors of mourning. Let him put crape

instead of plumes on his chapeau, and let him make no

attempt to disguise his nmrderous business. Doubtless this

opponent of war would rejoice to destroy every martial

decoration, and to make every camp-fire cheerless and every

march a funeral procession. But, we who know that a man

can be a soldier, and yet have no murder in his heart, or

crime upon his hands, are confident that this gloomy and

sepulchral view of the [Mofcs<;ion of arms is not lik-ely to find

favor in the world. * ^ * * yi^^. i.fodericksburg raid

of March, 1S65, is to be our theme to-day, and we are setting





32S Twenty-firSt Rcgiinent Connecticut Vohnteen.

out on a military frolic, instead o{ a weary march with a
bloody encounter at its close.. Be it remembered, however,
that when our marching orders came to us, we had every
reason to imai,Mne that we were to be led at once to a
murderous assault upon those impregnable earthworks en-
circling Richmond.

The time of our story, as we have just .said, is the spring
of the last year of the war. within a month of the grea^t

collapse of the Southern Confederacy. We were housed in

snug quarters behind Fort Harrison, the nearest point oi all

the army of besiegers to the rebel capital, it being only about
four miles along tlie \'arina road to Richmond. **=»-*
The month of Februar>- had closed with cheering tidings
from Sherman. Chaiieston and Columbia were reported cap-
tured, apd shotted salutes of one hundred guns were fired in

honor of the victor)-, as also a day or two later over the
surrender of Fort l-ishcr at Wilnnngton. The air was full

of rumors by day, and the picket line at night drove a brisk
business in receiving deserters.

March 1st was celebrated by a horse race on the New-
market road, between some of the corps and division staft".

and at evening our Brigade Commander received private warn-
ing that we were to move on the first pleasant day. All day
Tuesday, March 2d, the rain fell in torrents, and on Friday
there was still more rain. The pickets and the fatigue duty
details were muddy and bedraggled enough, and a whiskey
ration scarcely con.soled them for their dismal exposure.
Our Brigade Commander, General S. 11. Roberts, was corps
ofTficer-of-the day on Friday, and was suddenly summoned to
corps hL-adquartcrs al)Out noon, whence he returned to our
camp with the following orders : The brigade was to be at
Deep ]'..ttom by noon of the following day, there to take
transportation for a secret expedition. Each enlisted man
must carry sixty round-< of ammunition on his person, ten
ambulances with forty stretcher-bearers, and ten days' rations
to accompany the command. When the force is all em-
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barked the Brigade Commander and his Adjutant-Gent^ral

arc to report in person to General Grant at City Point, and
there receive further instruction. Such was the startling

message. * * * *

The next morning. March 4th, just about the time when
the inauguration exercises were beginning at Washington,
and Lincoln was taking his second oath of office, we started

on our march of five miles to where our transports lay. The
rain had not ceased and the roads were knee deep with mud
alongside the corduroy. B\' four o'clock, our brigade, in-

cluding the Twenty-first Connecticut, Fortieth iMassachusetts,

Fift\-eighth and One Hundred and Eighty-eighth Pennsyl-

vania, and the Second New Hamjxshire were all packed on
board ship, and at 4:30 the flotilla dropped down stream

below City Point, while General Roberts and his Adjutant
went ashore to hold their mysterious interview with the Com-
mander-in-chief. Few of us. at that time had ever seen

General Grant, and probabl\- not one of us all had ever

exclianged a word or even a salute with the taciturn Ulysses.

Curic>s!t)' was doubly aroused, therefore, in the \-isitors, first

to see the redoubtable warrior, and second to learn from
him our probable fate during the ten days to come. He
was seated in the roughly boarded hut where his Adjutant-

(•eneral's office was established, and with him were General

Kaulius, Colonel Bowers. Colonel l^ent. and the full-blooded

Indiaii. Colonel Parker, of his staff.

'1 he militar}- family were just about to dine, and by invita-

tion of him who wore the stars, we followed the procession

to the modest cabin, where dinner was spread on a deal table

with [)itces of shelter tent for table cloth. Here we were
presente<l to Mrs. Grant and Mrs. Rawlins, and sitting down
nearl)- opposite the General, partook of the plain soldier's fare

which was .-^et before us. It was truly difficult to realize our
h'i!!;:'-! in tlie j)rcscnce of such a dinner party, but after all

niiuh io.id mcchanicalK' fuund its way to our mouths as

usual. No drink, save water, coffee and tea was visible,
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cither here or in the office we had just left. Truth requires

us here to state that General Grant's headquarters was tlie

only abode of any officer of rank vviiich we ever visited

during the ^\ar. wlterc we were not offered, or did not dis-

cover whiskey to drink.

Dinner concluded, the officers returned to the Adjutant-

General's quarters and General Grant began his verbal in-

structions to General Roberts. Soon he paused and said, "
I

will write out your orders for you." Taking pen in hand.

General Grant lit a fresh cigar and wrote stcadil}- for several

minutes, interspcising an occasional word in the con\er-

sation which went on between the others already mentioned.

Having covered four pages of large-sized letter paper with in-

structions, the manuscript was copied by Colonel Bowers and
the copy securely locked in a desk drawer and the precious

original handed to General Roberts, who was wished all

success, and at once departed for the steamer " Metamora
"

and Hampton Re)ads. The secret of our destination was
therefore known to but two persons in our brigade, and at

least one ot these two f »und the secret a very uncomfort.ibk-

one to carr\-. since he was bcsel. by the curious with ([uestions

at every turn of his })atli. Another steamer now joined our

expedition, on board of whicli was a detacliment of the First

New York Mounted Rifles, under Colonel Sumner, and at

Fortress Monroe our little fleet was swelled b\- the addition

of tliree na\")- ami two army gunboats as a con\o}'.

The demand f)r Rappahannock pilots to man our five

steamers first gaxe a clue to our course, and .all day Sunda\-

the re[)()rtcrs were edging about our transports to pick up

information of wh.it might be our errand, liy five o'clock in

the afternoon we were ready t(^ start, and with the weather

clear but cold we steamed away toward the beautiful rivi-r.

Monday morning f nuid us well acKanced up the Rappahan-
nock', and K^wv giinbo.its sIu-!1ih! tiie rtb< i signal stations

\igt»rousl\- ;is we inssed on. At the riii[)ehannock station.

the " Northener," with one thousand troops on board, got
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aground, and the " 1 larger," which was followitic^ close in

her wake, ran into the bis^ transport, sniashini^ her guards

ami creating much confusion. This, however, was the only

mi.^hc'ii* of tlie voN'agt:. A gunboat went to the " North-

erner's " relief and after some hours' dela\-, pulled her off the

shoal, while the rest of the expedition kept on the winding

river, picking their way daintily past tlie suspected torpedoes,

now and then sighting a rebel scout on either bank, and at

last between five and six o'clock on Monday afternoon, March

6th, reached the wharves of Fredericksburg in safety.

In his verbal instructions, General Grant had stated that a

large quantity of ti:>bacco was about to be sent from Rich-

-inond to Fredericksburg- to be smuggled across the lines, and

to be exchanged for bacon from New York. This tliey were

directed to seize and destroy. We were ordered to lake the

city, if it could be captured without loss, but \\ ere nut to risk

uur ineri if the cit\\\as stoutly defended. "
1 low e\er," said

Grant. "
1 think you will find no rebel troops there, except a

prox'ost guard." The tobacco train could not come nearer

than four miles to the city, on account of the tearing up of

the tr.ick. but was to be sought at a {)lace called Hamilton's

Cross Road-^, uhere was also a railroad bridge, which we

were tli'-ected to burn. This Cross Roads was therefore our

first objectixe point, and as we were alhnxed to land without

opposition, the cavalrymen and their horses were s[)eedily

disembarked, a guide secured, a squadron mountcLl, and with

Captain Elder as a!de-de-cam[), were soon tearing awa}- o\er

tile hills t<w\ard the expected train. This all-im[)ortant mv.>\e

being well begun, the h'ortieth Massachusetts were gotten

a^Iiore, a i)icket detail sent off and posted, a strong patrol

organized to watch the streets, and the gunboats anchored

with their broadsides to sweep all the ap[^roaches io our camp
'>n land aiul water. .All the men sa\e the troopers and the

I'oriiitli M,i---;ich'.!setls were kt.-pt in snu:; iju irk 1-- on slnp-

l>'Mrd, Muicli to llie disgust t)f those who anlic![)ated a roving

night of it in l-"redericksburg.
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Meantime the brigade headquarters had been moved up to

the rebel Provost Marshal's office, whither a negro guided us

General Roberts himself was delayed op})osite Port Ro\al in

helping off the "Northerner," but the staff officers had full

instructions, and were able to push matters in his absence.

Our coming seemed to take the city by surprise, and yet

some of them, after a sort, expected us, and had an idea that

the move was under a flag of truce to exchange this tobacco

for bacon. We were told that the rebels had, under this

impression, removed the torpedoes from the river to facilitate

our approach. At all events, we found the Confederate sen-

try walking his beat in front of their Provost Marshal's office,

and nineteen loaded muskets in the rack behind him. The
sentry declared that he had no instructions different from

usual, and the rest of the guard to whom the muskets be-

longed had gone to supper. He wa-s, of course, disarmed

and made a prisoner, when the captured ordnance was

removed to a place of safety. Likewise the Quarter-Master's

office was visited, that oflicial leaving his bed warm in his

sudden flight. Such poor rations as his stock contained were

given to the hungiy crowd of women and negroes who
accompanied us. These in turn informed us of several

houses where the rebel soldiers were concealed, and ten or a

dozen prisoners were thus secured.

Amongst others were two who made a stout resistance, and

emptied their revolvers before yielding. One of these proved

to be Sergeant Shadburne, the chief of Wade Hampton's

scouts, a notorious gueiilla, concerning whom General Meade

telegraphed from City Point, that his capture was of more

consequence than all the rest of the work done by the com-

mand. While the city was thus being scoured for captives, a

rattling of wheels and clattering of sabres was heard from an

approaching party in the direction of Hamilton's Cross Roads,

and three mule teams with a cavalry esc(rt. drrw near as the

first fruit^^ ^^{ our rcconneiissance toward Riclnnond. Coloricl

Sumner's ritlemen had reached tlie railroad bridge almost
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simultaneously with the expected train. The engineer, who
was pushing the freight cars in front of his locomotive,

hastily uncoupled his engine and steamed back wjience he

came, leaving the train of twenty-eight cars in our possession.

Our men had cut the telegraph, burnetl the bridge, and taken

possession of their booty.

Their capture included the Quarter-Master's wagons sent

out from Fredericksburg, to transport the tobacco to the city,

and into these wagons the delighted cavalrymen had tumbled

a few sample bales of the best " Lynchburg smokitig and
chewing tobacco," worth at that time two dollars a pound in

gold at Richmond. A strong picket had been left to guard

the train, and the escort had come in to report for orders.

Just at this opportune moment, General Robots appeared,

having brought up the " Northerner" with her one thousand

men, and was very naturally full of anxiety to learn how
matters stood.

At daybreak all were eager for the rest of our task. The
cavahy were sent out again to the Cross Roads, where the

teams were again loaded with all the tobacco they could

transport, and the residue was burned. *- * * * Having
destroyed such Confederate property as we could not bring

away, we took on board our pickets, lingered long and
whistled loud for stragglers, and about sunset weighed anchor

for our return.

By the morning of Wednesday, March 8tli, we were thirty

miles down the river, and with daylight a cloud of tobacco

smoke ascended from each steamer. This was the incense of

our final farewell to Fredericksburg. We reached Fortress

Monroe at ten o'clock that night, and forthwith telegraphed

to City Point for orders. General Grant was .so gratified with

the result of our raid that he forwarded permission for us to

be absent a week longer, and directed us to jjroceed iij) the

Coon River into the reL^ni.n lietween the R;i[)pahaim< .ck and

the Potomac, where Moseby was wintering his men and

accumulating supplies. The damaged "Northerner" was re-
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placed by the " Pioneer " and the " Massachusetts," and these

with the " Mathilda" were sent to Norfollv- and Portsmouth
to coal. We cunsunied tlu'ee days in tinis renewing our

supplies, and by SaturLJa)-, the eleventh, were ready to start

once more. ()ur htlle sciuathon steamed up tlic lovely Chesa-

peake Bay. past the I\a[)pahannock and the York Rivers into

the mouih of the Potomac, where at dark we cast anchor off

Pinley I'oint.

Mere we were to receive h'csh orders by telegraph from

Grant to the na\al officer on shore. * * =* * j^ accord-

ance with instructions, we .startetl down tlie river at 5 A. M. the

next day, and soon turned int(i the W'ycomico Creek, where

amongst tiie o\'ster beds we found an excellent landing place,

and no enem\- to disunite our CL>ming ashore. P^verj'one was

heartily glad to set fo(,^t on the wliarf, aiid soon the column

was formed for a march of discover)- on land. 'Phe cavalry

were sent out to fuul the enem)-, and found him in very

lively condition a few miles distant. Our horses were badly

cranipcil, and tlieir courage wilted by standing on deck of

the tiMusp.jrts, exposed to the cold wind and rains of the

pre\'ious tla\"s, while Moseby's foragers were in spleridid con-

dition and sijirit^. ami full o\ audacious jiranks. The) would

ambush our troopers in the woods, and suddenly dart off

after giving a volIe\- from behind a brush heap or wood pile.

At one cross r, Md.> t!ie\- actual!)- gobbled up an unwary

cavalr)-man and carried him off prisoner, horse and all,

right under the \ er)- noses of the main bod)- oS. his friends.

Probabl)- there were not fift)- K^^'i the rebs, all told, but they

were as spr)- as crickets, aial uere liable to apjiear anywhere

at aiu' moment. IIk)- seemcvl to enjo)- the skirmish much
better th in did L'olonel Sumner's men, and they would not

wait for tile infaiurv to e-me uj) and engage them in a square

fight.

W'e niaielivil ,'b. mt ei.dil or nine miles towards Kinsale and

il.igUL. bui-iKii a >um el'.i >iisi: ol Ijaeou, a blacksmith's and

cooper's sho[). wIkmc rebel wagons were being manufactured,
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destroyed several granaries and cavalr>' sheds, and collected
a large herd of cattle and sheep, besides geese, turkey; and
small poultry innumerable. * * * =. \Ve reached camp
at dark, and for once there was no grumbling over short
rations. Food was never before so gloriously abundant and
varied, and fat men and lean men smiled alike with unctuous
content. By the light of the blazing pitch pines, the process
of reloading began at eleven o'clock, and it was not until half-
past three ia the morning that all were aboard, and the gun-
boats began the fun of shelling the woods to cover our'^de-
parture. This cannonade v. as distinctly heard at Fort Monroe.
and was thought to portend a great disaster. * * * *

Y^wi
we were quietly sleeping off our spree, as we steamed away
to Point Lookout, where v\e proposed to take in a supply of
water for the steamers.

On reaching there at da)-light, however, we received orders
from General Grant to proceed at once to the White House,
at head waters of the Pamunkey, and there entrench, to await
the arrival of Sheridan, who was coming across on his great
raid from Winchester, through the Shenandoah Valley, where
he had crushed Central Early, and had made fearful havoc
with canals, railroads, and commissary stores. He was on
the north side of the Pamunkey, and Longstreet was follow-
ing him down along the south bank of the river. Our mission
was, tiierefore, to help him across at White House Landing.
This was another pleasant job, on which we entered with
alacrity, as a delightful alternative to the earthworks before
Richmond. We set sail, therefore, at once for Yorktown,
which we reached at 4 .\. m. the next day.

At Yorktown we woke up the telegraph operator, and sent
a dispatch reiJurting progress to General Grant, after which
we continued up the York River to the crooked Pamunkey,
and for tlicthiid time thread our tortuous way to the White
House, wher.; we druj) anch(,.r at 3 p. m. How familiar the
old camp ground appea.rcd ! There was the site of Mc-
Clellan's headquarters, and the vast array of emj)ty tin cans,
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which former soldiers had left behind ; there was the sent

under the locust where Washington once courted the widow
Curtis; and tlicrc. at the end of the once beautiful avenue,
was the remains of the old Curtis mansion. The charred and
dismantled railroad bridge on the West Point & Richmond
road, looked as natural as life, and one of our gunboats was
pushed through above the bridge so as to be able to com-
mand the approaches from that side toward our camp. Our
troops were soon ashore, and we formed line of battle on the

same spot as in June. 1S64. A new and interior line oi

defense was hastily worked out, which our brigade could
cover, while a heavy detail of skirnn'shers was sprinkled along
the old earthworks of the peninsular campaign. * * * *

The last orders directed all to be under arms at da}break.

Dawn never came quicker to a sound sleeper than to us on
Wednesda\'. for the cavah}' bugles blew the reveille long

before any of us desired to be stirring. No signs of Long-
street appeared, although, in fact, he was hovering near us,

and, as he himself has acknowledged since the war was over,

would have attacked us at once, if we had not guarded well

against a surprise. TJeutenant-Colonel Dent, the brother-in-

lav/ and aide of General Grant, came up the river at noon
with two of Sheridan's scouts, who were furnished with

horses, and. dressed in rebel uniform, started out to find their

commander. Colonel Sumner and his troopers were directed

to return to Yorktown, and we, to wait with watchfulness till

Sheridan appeared.

On Thursday, several of Sheridan's scouts came in. They
were villainous looking fellows, dressed in butternut through-

out, with slouched hats and the swaggering air of a horse

thief. They were heavily armed, carrying two or three

revolvers apiece, and were just the kind of fellows one would
not rejoice to meet on a dark night and a lonely road. Their

I'Ockets seemed full of money, both gold and giecnbncks, and
they were plentifully furnished with watch.es and jewelry.

The two who first arriv-jd, after satisfying their hunger, fell to
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gambling at euchre with ten-dollar gold pieces for stakes-

They reported Sheridan not far off, and a battle likely on the

morrow. Colonel Babcock, of Grant's staff, also arrived at

evening, and at his suggestion, the whole brigade wds put

under arms at four o'clock the next morning.

No attack came, however, but about noon General

Forsythe, chief of Sheridan's staff, appeared, and a little later

two wounded cavalrymen, who had been bushwhacked and
mortally hurt with buckshot on the picket line, were brought
in and sent on the " Metamora" to Hampton. At ten o'clock

the next day General Sheridan appeared with General Merritt

and their staff, and with an escort of more than a thousand

contrabands, who seemed to think the millennium had

dawned and freedom was now assured.

All was now bustle and excitement. The railroad bridge

was planked over, and on Sunday morning the victorious

troopers began to wade across. First came the gallant

Custer, with his long yellow hair and his flaming red neck-tie,

and behind him the twenty captured flags from the Win-
chester fight, and numerous trophies of the raid. Custer's

subalterns followed his fashion, and sported enormous streams

of red about tlicir necks. Then came the division of Merritt

and Devens, with the light batteries and the pontoon train, till

the entire force of fifteen thousand splendid cavalry had filed

past. Two thousand disabled horses were at once shipped to

Fort ]\ionroe, and the dismounted men were forwarded to

City Point, where fresh horses awaited them. As for us, the

infantry, net to be outdone, we resumed drill, and had several

imposing brigade parades on Terbert's plan, v.ith officers

mounted. Sheridan witnessed and appro\-ed, and bestowed

his autograph free!}' on any one who asked it of him.

After three days of this sport, all tilings were ready for the

march across to the James River, and on Friday morning we
start'.-d for the Cliickahomin)', with Wells' Cavalry Brigade

as escort. Tlie tfOO[)ers cut up the roads and bridges so

badly that our infantry brigade was allowed the precedence.
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At Jones' Bridge a pontoon was laid, and the Twenty-first

Connecticut was the first to cross, and formed in echelon on

tlie heights be}'ond the Chickahominy, to protect the passage.

By next morning the rear column was safely over, and we
marched- pleasantly on over ground consecrated by repeated

battles and drenched with the blood-shed of the peninsular

campaign. At. 2 p. ^f., we passed through Charles City Court

House, and the roads being fine and the men marching well

together with no straggling, we reached Harrison's Landing

at C) V. M., where we occupied an old caiup ground, literally

swarming with rabbits. To Jack, the black and tan terrier at

headquarters, this v\as the most exciting part of the journey,

as he had all the live rabbit he could assist in slaying. Here
was more fresh meat for supper, and the men were so amiable

as not to grovvl at moving on to accommodate Custer's

brigade. Our da)-'s travel had been twelve miles.

At six the next morning we were in marching order, but

waited four \vear\- hours for the cavalry to file past, since it

was our turn to be rear guard. Passed over iMalv^ern Hill,

where the mad Magruder once lost the flower of Lee's army
in a reckless assault, and pushing close on after the troopers,

we reached Deep Bottom at dark, and entered our old line at

Spring Hill.

So ended our latk, and the Fredericksburg Raid with its

sequel at the Wliite House, forms one of our pleasantest

memories of the war.

A final consequence deserves to be mentioned ere we close.

Sheridan, on leaving us, went to the extreme left of tlie

armies before Richmond, and a few days later at Five Forks

succeeded in turning the Confederate right and starting Lee
out of his stronghold. In consequence of our recent journev,

many of the men being footsore, our division was chosen to

occup)- tb.c entrenchments, while the rest of the cor{)s

marched oi^ U^\\:,\\\ Farmville in }>iirsiu't of Lt;e. Hence to

us fell the privilege of first entering Richni'ind, anti of

occupying the rebel capital for many weeks thereafter. We
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had fought in the trenches and in the open fields before it,

long enough to be worthy of tlie honor, even if we at last

entered its streets without firing a gun. There was no uni^dr-
ness in the order which permitted our division to inscribe
Richmond on their banners.

To the old Twenty-first Connecticut, the word Fredericks-
burg has two-fold associations. The first memories are
terrible. They suggest that fearful and useless slaughter on
the plain in front of Marye's Heights in 1862, when our regi-
ment, by the interval of one brigade only, escaped the fatal

orders to charge and be cut to pieces. Tlie indiscriminate
huddle of thousands in the streets of Fredericksburg, on the
night after that battle under Biirnside, is a pleasant memor}-,
only, that it stirs gratitude that any of our soldiers escaped.
Stonewall Jackson is said to have urged that all the rebel
batteries open that night and pour their shell into the city,

where it was known that our men were massed in confusion.
But Lee, supposing that none could escape before daylight,
shrank from the terrible slaughter of this cannonade. The
following morning revealed the Federal army safely across
their pontoons at Falmouth.

Between December 16, 1862, and March 6th, 1865, we
passed through many perils and many pleasures. But the
last visit to Fredericksburg was surely the best which war
could do to obliterate the memory of its own horrors. As
on that latter visit, we strolled out to the sunken road at the
foot of the Convent Heights, and reahzed for the first time
how in that road, behind the face wall, the enemy without
danger to themselves could shoot down our men like bul-
locks, and then glanced up the terraced hillside, where row
after row of musketeers poured down their plunging fire on
our advance, and noted the mounds on the plain where our
dead were buried as they fell, we felt grateful tliat the fury
of th-j \kar u.is >o ncar!\- si)t.iit, and that v. c \wrc so far awa>'
hoin the charging and countercharging at Richmond.
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We may rejoice to-day not only that our last visit to

Fredericksburg was bloodless, and our last memories of it

ludicrous instead of ghastly, but also we ma)^ give thanks

that no marching orders will take us there again. For
though times of war make heroes, yet times of peace are

better still.

" Now are our brows bound with victorious wreaths;

Our bruised arms hung up for monuments,

Our stern alarms changed to merry meetings,

Our dreadful marches to delightful measures,

Grirn visaged war, for us hath smoothed his wrinkled front."

Headquarters Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers,

Near Fredericksburg, Va.,

December, 16, 1S62.

Sir— I forward herewith a list of casualties in this regiment in

the battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1S62 :

A number are reported missing, but they could not have fallen

into the hands of the enemy, and it is presumed they will turn

up now that the danger is apparently over.

It is my duty and pleasure to testily to the gallantry, coolness,

and enthusiasm displayed by the regiment during the time it was

under fire, and to the fortitude and alacrity with which they fulfilled

every duty required of them during four days of excitement, danger,

and suffering. The officers in particular have, without exception,

shown themselves well worthy of the trust reposed in them.

List of casualties in the regiment in the battle of Fredericksburg,

December 13, 1S62 :

NVoundcd—Lieutenant and Adjutant C'larenco E. Dutton, in

body, slightly; Private D. S. Hawkins, Company \, in head,

slightly; Corporal Frank Hough, Company C, in leg, slightly;
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544 Twcnty-jlrst tlegi}nni Connecticut Volunteer^.

Privates John Fitzgerald, Company H, in breast, dangerously ;

Charles W. Prentiss, Company I, in head, seriously ; Joseph H.

Daniels, Company I, in leg, slightly.

1 am, sir,

Yours, very respectfully,

A. H. DUTTON,

Colonel Commanding,
To the Adjutant-General.

Captain William Spittle, of the Twenty-ilrst, is at his home in

New London, sick.

—

From Neiv London Day, December, 1S62.

^:<.-
lY'
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Bermuda Mundnd. %\l

ci3:.A.3?TEE. ismx:.

BERMUDA HUNDRED.

(IDeceixilDeap, 1864.)

After the battle of July 30l.h, the regiment resumed its old

place in the trenches on tiie right of the line at Petersburg,

and everything about us resumed its usual cjuiet. The days

became hotter still, and the pits more sultr\', till August 15th,

when a heavy shower of rain cooled the air, but as though

the fates ^\•ere rcsoKed to make it unpleasant for us, we were

as much troubled with the mud as we had been with the heat.

An outsider, unacfpaainti'd with tair •.var-like chaf-actcr, might

easil}' ha\c taken us all for brick-makers, so complete!}- were

we jjk'istered with tlie "sacred soil of Virginia." However,

after two or three da\'s' scrubbing and scraping, we contrived

to get the outer coating off, with which v, e felt quite well

satisfied.

The iSth of August dawned upon us, dark and lowering;

fit surrounding for the sad tragedy which then deprived us

of another of our gallant officers. " A curse upon the traitor

who fired that shot," echoed many a heart, when Captain

Kenyon's breast recei\ed the fatal ball. We bore him {xo\w

tlu: fi^ld. I-A-or)- possible care and attention was bestowed,

but all in vain. The tliread of life was snapped asunder, and
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34^ T'iventy-first Rcgiuient Coimectinit Volunteers.

after lingering two weeks, he slept the sleep which knoweth

no waking, and our list of martyrs received one more

honored name.

I'^atigue and exposure still told fearfull)- upon the reginient,

so that we now frequently had but few over a hundred men
for dut}', and often but three officers. And at this time we
remained in tiie pits for eleven days in succession without

relief; and a part of the time the mud was up to our knees.

Tiie writer occasionally casts a sly glance with his mind's eye,

back to a certain spot where lie entombed (he would not dare

say how deep), a })air of "Uncle Saiii's Pontoons," sacrificed

to the tenacious hold of the "sacred soil." Poor old pon-

toons! Calm and peaceful be your test, until the war is

ended, and the swore! transformed into the ploughsliare, when

some fortimate swain, striking deep with his plough, lustily

endeavoring to reclaim the barren tract from the desolation of

war, may disturb yciir sweet reposr, and wake )-ou to useful-

ness again.

At last, however, the welcome iiews reached us that we

were to be relieved. And with lighter hearts than we had

enjo)-etl {ov man}' a day, we bade a glad farewell to Peters-

burg the cveiiing of August 26111, and tiie next morning at

dayligiit, after a tedious march neaily the whole night, found

ourselves behind P.utlcr's entrenchments at Bermuda Hun-

dred. Here we went into camp, and free from the continual

whi/.zing of minie balls and the shriek of bursting sliells, we

straightened our bacl^s once more, inhaled deep draughts of

the pure air, and wandered leisurely about u ith none to

molest or make us afraid. The relief from the extreme

fatigue we had undergone was great. And our thinned ranks

soon began to fill, and those of us who had weathered the

storm, felt new life and vigor coursing through our veins.

Thus pa.ssed the time with nothing of moment to relate, till

Septembi-r ."Nth, wlf.n ill -t ,'it dark we recei\etl orders to be

ready to m<>\e " in li_;hl m.\rching urder," and at nine o'clock

were on our v^ay.





Bermuda Himdrcd. 34;

Eveiyone was on the qui vive to know pur destination.

But that was not given us to know till we reached it. Vet I

think the regiment never started off in better spirits or fight-

ing trim. We marched that evening to Aikens* Landing, on

the James, where we crossed on a pontoon bridge laid during

tlie night, threw out our skirmishers in advance, and just as

the gray streaks of dawn crept up the eastern sk\-. by bri-

gades in column, the galkuit Firsi Division of the Eighteenth

Corps swept up the hill, which brought them in contact with

the enemy's skirmishers. These, however, were pressed

steadily back about four miles, to their main line of works

thrown up along the crest of a hill, a strong position by

nature, where they had a large, square fort mounting about

eight guns, and surrounded by a ditch ten feet deep, with

perpendicular sides. From this on either side, stretched a

heavy rifle pit. intersected with small redoubts, mounting one

or two guns, and which enfiladed our approach in every

direction.

Just before our line of battle was formed, seven companies

of the regiment, witli our commanding officer, tJicu Captain,

nLKi> Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. Brown, were sent out as skir-

mishers on the left k>{ the line, where gallant!)- led b\" Ca]:)tain

Brown. the\- pressed the enem\- back in the \ac^. of a hea\y fire

even to their stronghold. The remaining tb.ree companies,

with our colors, kept on wilh the column. Soon we saw

the black mouths of the enem\'s guns frow ning upon us from

the cre.st of the hill. lUit without halting to look around us.

or to give the enemy time to concentrate, one regiment was

immediately deplo\-ed in line of battle, and closely followed

by the rest of the brigade, tiashed (Acr the field. It was a

fearful distance, and the white clouds <T smoke from that

trouning cre>.t as the iron ilemons belched foith their destruc-

tion un(.>n our athancing column, with thf sure j)romisc the\-

:;a\!;of th.-diath mcsst n;4( r, w err w e!! i;.-il.ail.it(;il to strike

terror to the stoutest heart. But steadily that little band

pushed on, untc.rrified, undismax-ed b\ the pitiless storm, till
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34^ Tivcnty-first kcgiment Connecticut VoIunicerS.

weak and exhausted, they halted just at the foot of the slope

and partially under cover, to rest and reform.

But our work was not yet done. And after a short pause,

with one fierce shout, and more determined eftbrt. they dashed
throuL^h the leaden rain u aitin^,^ to receive them, on to victory.

The da\' was won. And the emblem of libert}' waved over

the stronghold of rebellion. Alth.ough the greater part of

the regiment were nobl}- doing their duty at another portion

of the line, yet the three small companies with the assaulting

column, pro\ed themselves veterans. And while all did well,

yet a few des-rve special mention for their devotion to their

colors, which the)- closel\- followed into the fort and proudK'

unfurled to the breeze.

Among the first, tlicn. Corporal Howard Camp, of Com-
pany I, although severely wounded before reaching the sum-
mit, stood by the flag he carried till safely transferred to

Corporal Rix. of Compan)- G, who bore it on, till, ju^t as we
were scaling the parapet, he, too, was \\oundcd, but careful to

see it again safe in other hands. Lieutenant, now Captain E.

P. Packer, of Compan\' G. while gallanth- leading his dixision

in the charge, was seiic)u-ily wouuLled in the head b}- a frag-

ment of shell, and fell senseless a short distance from the fort.

Sergeant George P. PaIwards, of Company A, received a

serious wound in the arm just as he leaped over the parapet.

And then a little band of nine rallied round the dear old flag

in the moment oi \\ciovy. Curtis, of Company C ; Coon,

Wilcox. Tucker, and Colgrove, of Company G; ]\Ia\-nard and

Pardon, of Company I, and Rouse, of Compan.y K, were the

first inside the fort. A gallant color guard and worth}- of

their colors !

l^ut little more remains to relate. The regiment was not

again engaged during the da)-, though subjected all the after-

noon to a terrific shelling from the enemy's gunboats, which

h.ul been l:)r< v,ij_<!ri to bear ii[M.ii our line, in the Ciunse of

wln\:h se\ eral men were sliglill)- wouneled. lUil night sluppCLl

the mouths of the dogs of war, and we went busily to w ork
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Berinuda Hicndred. 349

reversing the enemy's entrenchments. Just at dark, liouever,

in witlidrawing from an advanced position on the left, to our

main line, the enem\' made a sudden dash uj)on us, capturing

some prisoners and materially accelerating our speed towards

the main body, by a severe fire of musketry in our rear.

And here again we are called upon to shed a tear over the

dcatli wound of another gallant officer, Captain H. Iv. Jen-

nings, of Company E. A fatal ball crashed through his lung,

and after weeks of what we thought a slow recovery, he, too,

lay a still, white sacrifice upon the altar of his country. lUit

his memory we shall ever cherish.

Surely we are doing our part in this v/ai. On every field

some noble form is laid.

ENCAMVMK.NT OF UNITED STATES TROOIS, AT NKWrOKI NEWS, VA.

An extract from a private letter to the wife of the late

Captain Henry R. Jennings, of the Twenty-tirst Coiniecticut

Volunteers, from an officer high in rank and belonging to

another State, contains the following eulogy upon the conduct

of tile gallant Twenty-first, upon several occasions, of which

he was an eye v.itness, and which is worthy of the regiment.

It reads thus:

" Great has been your sacrifice in the noble cau^e of our

country. Urave, noble, patiiotic, and able as your huibaiid was,



Q^l

•.>u,i '•I nn;:il ".-'lu'iri -xtUf-



350 Twetity-first Regiment Connecticut I'ohattcers.

he was an honor to even his magnificent regiment. When I have

seen the gallant Twenty-first Connecticut Regiment in battle, I

have, as an American, felt proud of them. A noble regiment, it

has a splendid record. Never shall I forget their splendid behavior

on that terrible i6th of May last, when the field at Drewry's Bluff

was covered with from eight to ten thousand killed and wounded
men of both armies, and the Twenty-first stood firm and fearless,

in the terrible shock of that fearful charge, and repulsed it on their

front. Many times in the heat of that conflict, I looked towards

the Twenty-first, fearful that I should see them overwhelmed.

They did their noble State immortal honor that day, as they have

in every battle in which they have been engaged, and acquitted

themselves with credit.

"September 29111, at Chapin's Farm, they performed distin-

guished services in the brilliant charge that captured those si.xteen

cannon and the enemy's line of works.

'* It is a very honorable distinction to any one to have belonged

to that faithful regiment."

When tlie meed of praise is thus bestowed by these .so

entirely disinterested, ue may be sure it has been fairly won.

'h'.
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Poem on the Battle of Dreicrys Bluff'. 351

THE BATTLE OE DREWRVS BLl'EE.

May 16, 1S64.

[Extract from a poem by Rev. Theroii P.rown, Norwood, Mass., read at the

reunion of tlie Twenty first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, at Wiliimantic,

May 14, iSSo.]

Wet with the tears of the sky, and u'ct with the breath of the river,

Wet with the drench of the swainps where they tramped thro'

the horrible ooze,

Wet to the skin, thro' the creeks they liad waded with feverush

shiver,

And miles of the mud of old Chester stuck waxy and wet to

their shoes.

Satire of Sabbath day rest! No church bell rung them to meeting;

Never a prayer that Sunday they heard, nor sermon, nor psalm.

Only the shout of the captain and nearer and nearer repeating,

Random shots of the skirmishers, ^ounduig the battle alarm.

Tired to the heart of their strength with plodding o'er low land

and high land,

Silent they halted at night on the dark wooded bluff of the James ;

Sodden and soaked and tireless, no bed nor a meter of dry land

To lie on and nibble their hardtack, while waiting the calling their

names.

Camped in the hurry of danger, tliey crouched on their guns till

the morning,

Under the drip of the trees in the mist that smotliered the shore,

L'rowsing with heavy eyes, but ears awake to tiie warning

Crashed from the picket rifles in front of the old Tenth Corps.

Halt"-past four in tlie dawn. Hark ! the big wardogs are snarling !

That was the bark of a howitzer—that was the shriek of a shell
;

'i'o your feet, eveiy man of >ou : up \ 'I'hcy are sallying out of

Feat l)arling.

And Heckman's banners are bent with the wind of the rebel yell.
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352 Twenty-Jirst Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

Louder !—and fiery and short was the tug of the true and the

traitor
;

Brave men broke on the right where the battle was sudden and
sore,

Where the foe swarmed out of the fog hke fiends from the neck of

a crater,

Y And bkie met gray in the forest and mingled in blood on the

shore.

Down like a whirlwind they came, and the cannon are silent that

faced tlicni.

Where are the Nc^v York squadrons? and where are the coliorts

of Maine ?

,^
Down on the bold Twenty-first in the trenches where duty had

placed them.

Alone of a host that with valor had battle for glory in vain.

•^ Did they run—that Connecticut thousand? Did they cower like

game to be e^ten,

Left with one wing in the air, forlorn in the sweep of the fray ?

No; lads of tough Yankee metal, they didn't know they were

beaten
;

And Johnnies conv" never so many, they stood like a wall in the

way.

" Steady !
" cries Burpee ; and ghastly with gore and grimy wiiIi

powder.

Breasting that tempest of death, they darted their volleys of

fire,

All ihro' the murk of the morn, while the terror grew thicker

and louder,

They stayed there determined to fight or sink in their tracks in

the mire.

See ! gallant Stanton is struck ! On the right brave Shepard is

bleeding !

And the foe in the might rjf their numbers surge on like the

surge of the sea.

Slaughtered, bi;r ilill tlnce to one, o'er tlieir f.dlcn ihcy trample

unheeding,

And rage at the handful of Spartans who never surrender or flee.
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And there grand old Chaplain Brown, now swift frora the caissons

springing,

Rushes with rations of cartridge, feeding the patriots' guns ;

Now by the wounded and dying kneels down where the bullets are

singing.

Faithful to right for his country or pray for the souls of her sons.

Veteran of two wars ; since the last campaign on tlie border,

When Dearborn and Hampton led, and Jackson and "Tippe-

canoe,"

Grown gray a soldier of God, the Union found him in order

For work vrith his boys at the front with a sword and a Bible,

too.

Blotted and blear came the sunrise. The clouds that dammed up

the daylight,

Rolk-d with the smoke of the battle over the bold little band
;

And under that horror whose shade made winter gloom of the

May light,

The rebels have crushed on their tlank ! They are heroes, but

how can they stand ?

" Front to rear on the center! " They bent like a door on its

hingcj,

Sternly in serried square, two-faced to the terrible str;:tn,

Like C.tisar's "elbow of battle" when trapped by the naked

Tulinges,

And pushed by the wild old SwibS on the hills at the springs

of the Seine.

Kight o'clock ! Will the fight never cease ? Will it turn to a

slaughter,

Where that pale regiment struggles ? How long must they

struggle alone,

I-ronting a whole brigade— in blood and brimstone and water

—

No sliout q{ relief from behind, no trumpet to rally them, blown.

Only an orderly rode on the scene, peering at them and round

lh.en%

Gerin.in, with spectacled nose, and cried as he cantered away,
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354 Tzventy-fiyst Regivicnt Corviecticiii Volunteers.

" Brace up, boys! Hold them back ! In a minute old Gilmore v/ill

pound them.

The rebels will turn on their tracks, and leave you the field and

the day."

Still round the grim little trooi) rolled the war flood, swelling in

fury.

And still in the search of death they gallantly held their ground
;

And hot upon flesh and bone that hour of the field of old Drewry

Blistered its slory of terror in many a weeping wound.

Madly they fought—but they listened in vain for the sign of

assistance
;

Nine o'clock—but no breeze from the left brings the burst of a

cheer,

Cannon roar from the Court House, nor battle-crv in the distance,

Nor charge of tlie Tenth up tiie railroad, crowding the foe to the

rear.

Bravo! They strove to the last; but their muskets are foul with

their firing,

They are fewer by ten times ten than they were when the combat

began.

Gone are their cartiidges too

—

gone 'v'nere, nevei think of inquir-

ing
;

They have given them away' to the graybacks, a hundred rounds

to a man.

Out of the useless carnage our heroes fell back at the order,

Sullen, as back from their trenches fell Bunker Hill's powderless

guard,

Out of the woods ; and the Johnnies, well quit of them, stop at the

border,

Too glad of their riddance to follow the fighters who hit them so

hard.

Out of the woods ; but only for breath they halt in the meadow
;

Stored with fresh ammunition and re-enforced for the iray,

They dash ti) their terrible work ag:iin in the thicket and shad^nv,

And hold the field, till the head of the army commands theru

away.
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Woe for the fate of that day, the battle where "somebody blun-

dered,"

Woe for the charge on the left when Gilmore had word to retire !

And woe for the pride of the brave, who bitterly murmured and

wondered.

.Thousands retreating unbeaten and scarcely smelling of fire.

But oh, when you talk of Richmond and tell of its battle-scarred

region,

The roads and the woods, and the river below it, remember to

say

How stood tlie gallant and stanch Twenty-fnst Connecticut legion

Three hours in the dcAth-gap at Drewry on the fatal i6th of

May.

SKETCH OF CHAPLAIN THOMAS G.BROWN.

Rev. Thomas Gibson Brown was commissioned as Chaplain of

the Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, April 23, 1863,

being at that time sixty-four years of age. The writer of this

sketch well remembers tlic impression many members of the regi-

ment had of him when he joined us. " Why is so old a man sent

to us?" was the query, and "what good can he do?" Quiet,

unassuming, yet active, obedient, and responsive to every call of

duty, mindful of the welfare of e%-ery man, unselfish, no hardship

too great, no weariness of his would at any time prevent his doing

all that was possible for the physical, as well as the spiritual, well-

being of even the most humble man in the regiment.

Time past, many learned to love him for himself, and his

practical Christianity. Mis experience as a Methodist preacher,

belonging to the x\ew England Conference, had taught him how to

reach and influence men, and to gain their respect.

The 16th of May, 1S64, found the regiment at Drewry's Bluff,

engaged in battle against fearful odds, and Chaplain Brown was

with us, not at the rear, but on the front line where shot and shell

were flying, ministering to the wounded and dying, wounded him-
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356 Twenty-first Rci;iment Coiuiecticut Volunteers.

self but staying at what he thought was his post of duty, until the

regiment was ordered to fall back. On seeing him the next day, I

said to him, " Wliy, Chaplain, are you wounded?" " Oh ! that

is nothing, just a scratch," was his reply. Tlien we found that the

old man, our Chaplain, \si^s a hero, and he had the love of every
one of us. No one dared say a s!i-luing word of Ci)aplain Brown
in the presence of a member of the I'wenty-first, after that.

This is his record—one of deeds, not words—and how we loved
him. He was our father, we his boys, as he loved to call us in

after years.

His father, an only son, was a soldier of the Revolutionary War.
Three of his brothers served in the War of ici2, and he enlisted

near the close of that war, but saw no active service. His three

sons and a soti-in-Iaw, all the male members of his family, served

in the War of the Rebellion ; the oldest, Henry H. Erown, as Pay-

master in the navy, the >oungesl, E I'lunniier Drown, as Pay-
master's Clerk, the other son, Delos D. Brown, as Captain in the

' Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, and the son-in-law,

- F. W. H. Buell, as Lieutenant in the Twenty-first Regiment Con-
' necticut Volunteers, dying while in the service at Chapin's Farm,
I Va. E. Plummer Brown died soon after the war.

, March 12, 1S85, twenty years after the close of the Civil War,

}
Chaplain Brown died, and ow Cood Friday of that year many of

his comrades of the regiment gathered at his funeral, and with sor-

j
row and sincere affection followed his body to the tomb.

J

His memory is still with us, and his benign countenance, his

.
sturdy form, his pleasant words, his cheerful smile, as he met with

^
us at our yearly reunions, are a recollection always with us, and
the influence of his service and life is a heritage which will always

be ours.

He enjoyed attending the regiment's reunions and was always

present. On one occasion he was presented with a cane, and in

his reply to the presentation speech of Sergeant Hill, he said, " I

don't see what I have ever dor.e that you boys should love me so."

There were brave men in our regiment and faithful, but it is

rare that any ollicer has been able to bring to hmiself tlie love,

confidence and esteem of a!!, as did Chaplain Brown.

His epitaph, written in the hearts of his comrades, is '' puty
and Love."
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CE'all o± 1864:-

Thc occupation of Fort Harrison, or Fort Burnliam as it

was subsequently named, in honor of the gallant leader of the

Second Brigade, who there lost his life, was followed next

day, September 30th, by a desperate attempt on tlie part of

the rebels to retake the position. For this purpose a division

of fresh troops was ordered up from Loe's army at Peters-

burg, and scarcely had we compKted a temporary breast-

work, before the enemy charged uj)on us with the utmost

fury, iu three separate columns. One of ilicm struck for the

right of our brigade line, and nc't being just then engaged,

the T\venty-l-;rst was enabled to pour a galling fire into their

Hank, and materially assisted in their terrible repulse with

heavy los.s, tliough our men on!}' dropped their picks and

spades, and grasped their muskets just as tlie encni)- came in

view. Shortly after, another column, consisting of a brigade,

charged directly upon our own front. But we ^\•ere ready for

them, and no sooner were the\- within eas)- range, than they

received a most v.ithering fire, as from rank to rank, volley

followed volley in quick succession. Still on canic that

:;a!!.nU band. t'Musgh m:ii\- h'X the dust at c;.ch discharge.

Tlieir pluck was worthy of a better cause. And as they

swept down the opposite sloiie on the double quick, till
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within fifty yards of our works, it looked for a moment as

thou<][h they would surely reach us. But the most invincible

courag^e could not stand such a fire as our brave boys pouretl

into them. And t'le next tremendous volley caused them,

^:,im
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MISICIAN JOHX BOI.LES.

like a certain Dutchman well known to some of our readers,

it, a j)ortii>ii of the mlnrnn (acc^I about, and enc;;M^ed in the

" pursuit of happiness," at a much higher velocity than that

illustrious seeker of the same, " Captain Bob Shorty."
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The remainder of the column dropped to the ground and

took shelter behind the bushes, and anything they could fuid,

unable to retreat or advance. Here and there a dirty hand-

kerchief raised above the bushes, indicated the owner's desire

to surrender. Then the order, " cease firing," was given, and

the air resounded with " come in, Johnnies, come in," of

which invitation a large number took advantage, and found

refuge and safety behind the v.orks of the " detested

Yankees."

Our picket line was quickly re-established, and being sent

out by the fiank, completely surrounded those wlio had not

already given themselves up, and gathered them in. Nearly

two hundred were thus secured, while the ground in our front

was thickly strewn with killed and wounded. It was a sad

daj's work- for the Johnnies, and they evidently thought so,

for they made no further attempt to drive us out. As we

fought behind breastworks, our losses v.-ere coniparatively

light. Yet a number received honorable scars, though but

one was mortal!}- wounded. The regiment here, as every-

where, did honor to its native State. I think the men never

fought with more enthusiasm.

The remembrance of so many blood\- fields where the

enemy, protected b\' heavy works, had us almost at their

mercy, was in e\ery mind. And nobly did Connecticut's

brave sons re\-cnge themselves. Where all did their duty, it

is hard tu discriminate. Lieutenant William S. Hubbell, how-

ever, of North .Stoniiigton, ;iiul .Acting Assistant Adjutant-

General of the brigade, was here conspicuous for gallantry,

and disregarding the numerous bits of cold lead flying about

sc) freel)-, was so unfortunate as to run into one ot them,

which quickls- put him Jiors dc combat. Although a very

serious wound, and one u Inch laid him \\\\ for several months,

he is now with us again. an<l rejoicing in thie cognomen of

Captain, uhiLii pr;.nv'li"ii li.is been niost ju'^tly bestowed.

The ca[>ture of Fort nmiiham ended our summer work,

and the hard ser\ice and continual exposure of the campaign
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was followed by a most unusual season of rest and quiet,

refreshing alike to officers and men. Comfortable winter

quarters were built, and although the picket and fatigue duty

was sometimes rather severe, the men on the whole seemed
to enjoy themselves, and appeared bright and cheerful, and

A the camp rung with jest and laughter.

\ Those brave defenders of our country's flag, who fall in its

defense, cannot be too highly honor.;d, or too long remem-
bered. Yet, it is with feelings of sadness that we think of the

loss of our gallant officer, Captain Isaac D. Kenyon, of

Company B, who was mortally wounded while at his post in

the trenches before Petersburg, August iS, 1864. He most
deserv'cdly possessed the respect and esteem of his brother

officers. Possessing a large fund of anecdote and pleasantry,

he was ever the life of the circle around the bivouac fire, and

always welcome in every tent. Nor was he less welcome on

account of his personal worth. He v.as noble and generous-

hearted ; brave and unflinching in battle, prompt and ener-

. getic in the performance of duty. We miss his cheerful

countenance and hearty jest. But he died a noble death, and

his name is enshrined upon our memories as one of our

country's heroes. One of his last wishes was that he might

be bulled in his military suit, and that his coffin should be

wrapped in the American flag. " The flag for which he left

his home and friends, and died defending."

After lingering for two weeks, he died at the Eighteenth

Corps Hospital, September i, 1S64, attended by his wife and

brother, who had been summoned to his side. His bod}' was

embalmed and taken to his home.

About the 2.Sth of October, tlie regiment joined with the

rest of the coqjs in a movement upon the enemy at Fair

Oaks, but was not actiwK' engaged, though for some time

under a severe artillery fire. After a few weeks great j^repa-

r.itiiiiis were nia«.ict"'U- ih'j a])pri\icliin.;' Chri tnias and New-

Year. The camp was beautifully trimmed with evergreens,

the entrance of each street being graced with green arches,
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the cedar boughs interspersed with red holly berries, ar-

ranged in fantastic forms, and each tent was adorned accord-

intr to the taste of its occupant, some of them presenting a fit

subject for the artist's pencil.

I wish I might here record the arrival of the Christmas

turkeys so liberally contributed by our friends at home, for

the benefit of their soldier friends, fathers and brothers, in the

field. We hid been led to expect a perfect feast of good

things ; but to our great disappointment, and to the shame of

whoever was the cause of it, they failed to reach us. We
had received word that a large box had been forwarded

expressly for the Twenty-first, from Norwich. And our

mouths were all made up for a good taste of mince pics,

roast tarkeys, etc.. etc., and as the day approached, frequent

were the inquiries if the box had come. lUit no box came,

and we were compclletl to put up with our usual allowance

of salt pork and hard tack. And I deem this a fitting oc-

casion to state for the information of our friends, that not one-

fourth of the contributions for the regiment as a regiment

have ever been received. I am unable to state at present

upon whom the blame should fall.

But should the eye of any c(~)ncerned chance to fall upon

this account, it is hoped that the}- will he ciueful to conceal

all e\-idcnce against them, fur. should they ever be discovered,

their reputation will m^st decidedl}- suffer in this regiment.

l)Ut, notw ithstanding the loss of our Christmas dinner, the

day, though wet and muddy, was given up to festivity. And
when the chance is given, one need not fear that "the boys"

will fail t(.) make merry. The men were relieved from all

duty not absolutely necessar\'. and " got upon their muscle,"

and a vast amount of laughter b)- their sack and hurdle races,

grcasctl poles, g! easei-1 pigs, pursuit of wealth under diffi-

cultirs. wre-tling matches, etc., ending up with a mock dress

p.uMdf. And kick I'.ilstatT's ryvw rfr!;u;i!\' <\v\c\- i)rcscrited a

more ludicrous apix-arance than these Christmas votaries in
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their improvised rags and costumes, and Christy himself could
not surpass the paper collars here displa) ed.

If you ever have occasion to get up a " rag-shag " pro-
cession in Connecticut, don't fail to call on the Twenty-first.
Their ingenuity in the Hne of costumes cannot be surpassed.
The band, as it marched down the line, each member play-
ing a different tune, and the bass drummer occasionally
mistaking (accidentally of course), the unsuspecting pate of
his file leader for the drum, and the huge appendage, like a
fish's tail protruding from under the coat tails of No. i, by
his side, v.agging in unmistakable approval, afforded infinite

amusement to the crowd of spectators, although fearfull)- sug-
gestive of a place called Bedlam.

Altl-.ough it was a day of merriment long to be remem-
bered

; and if anyone retired that night without sore sides

and an extra pound or two of flesh, it was not from lack of
fun. New Year passed in a similar manner, and then followed
another quiet spell.

The 4th of January was solemnly marked, however, by the
sudden death of Lieutenant Frederick \V. PI. IjucH, of Com.-
pany H, tiie result, it was supposed, of congestive chill.

He had been complaining but a {cw hours. Bullets are not
always the death-messenger of the soldier. And the death
of this young officer was a warning to us all that we are not
free from the destroyer, merely because we are not on the
field of battle.

The calm and quiet, and monotony of the past winter, has
suddenly been broken by events the most stupendous, yet

the most welcome. The end has come. The blood of our
fallen heroes is avenged. And now tiie crimson current has
ceased to flow. Peace, with extended wings, hovers over our
land. iNIay she never more depart from us.

Although uur gallant little reginu-nt has not been actively

engagetl in tl;c ciosing bittics of the past la.md c.aiu[.aign,

still it has performed the part assigned to it with its usual

credit. And if ue have lost the glor)- of loosing half our
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number in late actions, we feel happy that these precious lives

are spared to serve their country -just as faithfully, in some

other manner.

Nothing of moment occurred to disturb the quiet of our

camp life during the months of Januar\' and February. And
we may well be thankful that \vc were not obliged to wade

about through that notorious Virginia mud, which held full

sway the greater part of the time. March 4th. however,

found us breaking camp with the rest of our brigade. We,
however, were going aboard transports, and the usual camp

rumors were rife as to our probable destination, and about as

far from the truth as usual. Fori Monroe, however, was our

first stopping place, where we were joined by a small fleet of

gunboats, and putting off again just at night of the fifth, our

further jirogress was soon completely enveloped in darkness

to those unacquainted with our orders.

The next morning, however, revealed our destination. I-'or

we found ourselves well on our way up the Rappahannock

River, and Fredericksburg could be our onl\- attraction in

that part of the country. Anrl at that place we arrived on

the morning of March 7th. ^\nd a familiar spot it was to

us, the scene of our first battle, December 13, 1S62. And as

we wandered through those now silent streets, that fearful

scene more than two years before, was brought vividly to

mind, and one looked towards those neighboring heights

almost with the expectation of seeing them bristling with

rnen and cannon. The town is but one of many sad illustra-

tions of the devastation of war. Scarcelv a house there but

bore some mark of shot or shell. The greatest destitution

prevailed among the inhabitants. (Jne could scarcely pass

through the town without being surrounded by a crowd of

hungry women and children, begging piteously for something

to eat. Hut as our supplies had not come up, we could not

heljj th. in.

I he object of our expedition was to break up an extensi\'e

and illicit tratTic going on across the lines. A large amount
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of supplies for the rebels was being continually smuggled
across in exchange for tobacco. A large quantity of the
latter article, which had just conse up from Richmond for the
purpose of exchange, was captured and destroyed by our
forces. We remained but one day, " having accomplished the
object for which we went there." and then returned to Fort
Munroc, carrying over five hundred boxes of tobacco, a

number of Confederate wagons and rnulcs, and about thirty

he nvv.

CORI'OkAI. JOHN C. I'AI.MKK, ClI A KI K_M ( )N, S. T. , 1S65.

rebel soldiers, surprised and captured in town. Amonf>- the

latter was one of the most notorious scouts in the rebel

service. We had come upon him entirely unawares.

After a short .sta}- at the h'ort. the brigade was sent off on
another expedition to White 1 louse, Va., to establish abase
of supplies for General Sheridan, who was then strikino^

terror to the hearts of the inliabitants of Riclimond and
vicinit)-, l)\- ciic- <!' jiis iii.i-.t su. c.-shil raids. licrc th.' rc^i-

ment remained in c.iuip Un several days, until joined l>y

Sheridan's cavalry, when it marched with them across the
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country to Deep Bottom, where we first started. Here the

brigade remained until the memorable morninL; of April 3d,

when it triumphantl)- marched into Richmcmd.

Thus the Twenty-first had the honor of being among the

first troops to enter the rebel capital. But we cheerfully give

the credit to those brave men, who, b\' their hard fighting at

Petersburg, opened the door for us. We were content to be

in Richmond; the goal of all our ho[)cs and desires, and for

which so much precious blood had been spilt. Its possession,

however, scared}' seemed a reality. It was like a great and

sudden joy, in which fact hu'is overleaped imagination ; l(.)r we

had thought the only [)Hth to that goal, would be drenched

with blood. But although scores of black-mouthed cannon

grimly peered over massi\e ramparts all along the road, yet

they were silent. The hand to fire the match was wanting.

The enem)' liad evidently fled in the greatest haste, as c\'ery-

tliing was left just as it stood. Guns all in position, maga-

zines filled v.ith ammimition, and a large number of tents

gave the Quarter-Masters a grand opportunity of squaring

some of tlieir accounts.

Nothing of imj)ortancc chavactenzed our stay in Richmond,

vvliich was rather short. We were first encamped (.)n a

beautiful hill-side just "ii the outskirts of the c\l\ , and near

the James River, and from which a {^\\<: view of Richmond,

Manchester, and the surrounding C(.)unlr\- might be obtained.

Here it was that v.e received the news of the assassination of

president Lincoln. It seemed so im])i\)bable, that at first we

entire!)- discredited \\\c rej^ort ; but \\ hen the fict ^vas fully

substantiated, we were perfectl\' confounded. Men knew not

what tD sa)'. But had they then been called into battle, the

cry for quarter, I fear, woukl ha\-e l)cen wry poorly respected.

In our sober reasoning, none of us believe that the Southern

people had an}' liand in that dastard!}- act. l-?ut in the heat

of the moment i^v/.i- im]v >N^ih!e not to lissoeiatc the deet!

with those fighting .igain.^t us, and for wliose cause the blow

\va5 strugk. And at first there seemed a hatred brooding in
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each man's heart, which was fearful to behold, and which
would have required but slight provocation to warm into a

furious blaze. But happily, our glorious successes, the ces-

sation of hostilities, and calm reflection, seem to have eradi-

cated that teelin;^. ami the i^uilt is very properly laid at the

door v.hcrc it belongs.

On the 2Sth of Ajjril, Colonel Broun was ordered to

proceed with his regiment and a squadron of cavalry to

Colum.bia, Va., a small village on the James River, fifty-six

miles west of Richmond, to establish a military post, protect

the inhabitants of the country during the inaction of the civil

authorities, and to preserve quiet and order generalK', es-

pecialK- among tiie negn:)es. wh<>, under false notions of free-

dom, were leaving their plantations in large nimibers and

rushing for Richmond, which they seemed to consider was to

be the Garden of Eden to them, where they would have no

more work to du, but food, clothing and spending money
would be freeh' given them out of the generous pockets of

Uncle Sam. Well, we all know Uncle Sam to be a very

generous old fellow, and that he is "rich enough to gi\e us all

a farm."' But whether he w ill do it or not. is a question open

to discus-:.'(»n. These misguided creatines, liowevcr, seemed

to feel perfectly certain that he would do so, and all along the

road to Columbia we met them by dcv.cns, "tralVling to

g'or-y."

Our marching was done by easy stages, of twelve or fifteen

miles per day. so that witii very little fatigue we reached

Columbia on the 1st of May. And that is our present

station. The regiment is somewhat divided, several com-

panies being scattered about in different [laits of the coimtry,

where troojvs are needed. Companies A. B. C, E. F, G, and

I are encamped in town. Comp in)' D. Ca[itain A. M. Crane,

is stationed at Palm\'ra, about fifteen miles north-west from

liere. C.i;>t.iin Crane lii.- Ik en •iiiijoint.cd l'i"\< '.->t Marslial of

the sub-di-^^^•icl ol j-'iuvaiina Count\\ Com[);in\- II. Liciiten-

ant Glazier in command, is stationed at Bremo Bluff, about
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ten miles west from Columbia, on the James River. Com-
pany K, Captain Talcott, is at Goochland Court House, on

the James River, about twenty miles distant, in the direction

of Richmond. Captain Talcott is also Provost Marshal of the

sub-district of Goochland County. Colonel Broun occupies

one of the most pleasant locations in town, as his head-

quarters, and from which one has a splendid view of the

James River and surrounding- country. Mis staff is com-

posed of the following officeis: Captain \V. V. Long, Twenty-

first Connecticut Volunteers, A. A. G. ; Captain Charles Fen-

ton, Twenty-Hrst Connecticut Volunteers, A. C. S.; Lieuten-

ant RcUisom Jackson, First Connecticut Volunteers, A. A.

G. M.

We have communication generally twice a week with Rich-

mond, by way of the James River and Kanawha Canal ; one

trip on a common canal boat requiring twent\--four hours-

This mode of travel is extremely tedious to an ente-f-prising

Yankee. But as it is all we have, we are obliged to submit.

The Provost Marshal's office here is continually crowded

with applicants for parole, the oath of allegiance, and pro-

visions for destitute people. Tliis department is one of the

most arduous in the service, .'uid requires a vast anifiunt of

good nature. It is a perfect school for patience. We hnd the

male population, in profession at least, heartil)' gl id to get

back once more under the care and protectiv)n of the old

Government. And all respectable citizens are taking the

oath of allegiance. A good tiYany take the " oath with sugar

in it" also, when it can be obtained. And it is wonderful

what an amount uf sickness j>revails in the community, as

soon as a new barrel of \\hiske\' makes its appearance at the

Conmiissary. It ib really amusing to see with what a relish

some devotee of the God s/^iju'its /ruinaili, who h is been

deprived of his grog for su long, sniacks his lips after " a

ilrink," and declares he " iKiint lasted nothin" lil;c that ere for

a twelve month."
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The only opposition we find tiere is from the women.

They are still a little rebellious. But their spunk becomes

them so well, that we don't oppose it. However, they are

like poor debtors; all they require is a little more time.

Lieutenant Jackson, our cfticient Quarter-Master, is rim-

ning his department with most commendable ability, fully

ii supplying our wants in the way of clothing, etc., while

Captain Fenton, our Commij^snrj', is furnishing our stomach
*' with the best that can be obtained. We are wholly depend-

' ent upon him for the principal ai tides <:>{ diet, for General

Sheridan swept the countr\- clean. Should you ever travel

through this part of the coimtry, )ou will not be obliged to

ask twice if they remember Sheridan. Even the babes will

tell "^x^n of him. A small supply of eggs, butter and milk can

be obtained. As the season advances, however, early fruits

\ and vegetables become quite plenty, so that we are e\en now

\ feasting upon straw berries and cherries ; and green peas ha\ e

d once or twice been served up at lieadquarters.

I Our friends at home, as well as we out here, 1 presume,

are already counting the weeks, yes days, to elapse ere our

term of service will exi)irc. Here many are so positive as to

predict th;it we shall be at home by the Fourth of July. Weil,

we shall all be glad to celebrate tliat day with \-ou. and it

is possible we may ; but the least sanguine among us would

not advise you to lay in a large suj^ply of fire-crackers for

our u.se, as it might be [xnvder wasted. Vou will probably

have due warning before we do come, however.

But the time cannot fly too rapidly with us. We \earn for

your friendly greeting. Our long de[)rivation of home ties

only makes them the more de-.r to our hearts. Welcome,

then, tiuj day when we may once more tread the soil ot the

noble " Nutmeg Slate."
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SKP:TCH of LIIXTTKNANT F. W. H. BUELL.

Lieutenant Frederick Vv. W. Buell, the subject of this brief

sketch, was born in the town of Chatham, Conn., in the year

1S40, and was the son of Hon. William G. Buell, of that town.

On the breaking out of the R.ebellion, he felt it his duty to aid

in its suppression, and the spirit of true patriotism firing his breast

—he, with several others of his young patriotic friends, offered

themselves to their country, and in the month of August, 1S62,

enrolled their names as defenders of right, truth and liberty.

Lieutenant Buell v.as a young man of much promise and worth

—

highly esteemed by all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance

—of good personal appearance and noble bearing. On the 5th of

September, he was mustered into the service of the United States,

at Norwich, Conn., and soon after left for the seat of war

—

stop[»ing a short time in Washington, Frederick City, Pleasant

\'alley and Harper's Ferry, thence marching down the valley to

]>edericksburg. Lieutenant Buell shared in all the toils and

dangers of the camp and field, until after the investment of Peters-

burg. The most severe engagements in which he participated

were at Drewry's Bluff and Cold Harbor. At both of these places

Mr. Buell behaved with great bravery. On the i6lh of May, at

I'Kwry's ]]lufr, he, with the regiment, fought with great gallantry,

ill which we lost over one hundred men in killed and wounded.

Lieutenant Buell was never wounded in battle, though his belt-

I'late was broken to pieces by a ball.

Lieutenant Buell was married, just before he Ijft home, to

Caroline Brown, daughter of Rev. Thomas G. Brown of Chatham.

Me was an only son, and greatly beloved by his parents and tv>-o

sisters, and especially by his young wife. His sickness was of short

duration, and terminated very suddenly on Januuary 4, 1S65, at

Chapin's F^arm, Va., highly esteemed by his fellow officers and

soldiers. Ilis death was caused by congestive chills. Thus ended

the warfare of this Christian soldier, and we trust he has entered

into his rest in Heaven— this is the consolation of his friends.

May we all die as well prepared.
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ohi.a.^'te;!?, 25:22:11.

THE PRECIOUS MEMORIES OF THE

VETERAN.

ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE REGIMENTAL REUNION MAY iS,

1875, I'.Y CAPTAIN \V. S. HUniiELL.

In the earlier days of our reberiion, I sat one morrn'ng in

May, Ijcncath the wliite canvas of a rec^imental headquarters.

Being tlien a civih'an, 1 had .spent my first night as a guest in

the new camp of tiie 'I'wenty-fu-st Coanecticiit Volunteers.

It had been rather a sleepless night amid these unaccustomed

surroundings, and now, soon after dawn, the young Colonel

and myself were awaiting the movements of Sam. Wiley, the

cook. Just then, upon our right, the flap of an "A" tent

was thrown back, and there strode forth the Drum-major

who v.iLh much ostentation and vigor, began to beat the

signal for breakfast. As the sharp rattle died away in the

hum of camp, Colonel Dutton exclaimed: "That drum-beat

is a sound which I hate! For three years at West Point, I

have been roused at dawn and warned to bed at night by that

same alarm. I have been marched to my meals, to my
studies, to drill, to [)ar;ule ar\d to cinirch. I ii.avi.; scarce!)'

taker, a stcj) without sonne exhortation from that hcaten

sheep-skin, and have often longed to escape its unwelcome
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call. Yet, in spite of all this," continued he, " the sword and

the drum recall memories which are dearer to me than life."

His speech expresses a truth to which every soldier's heart

will respond. The details of military service may have been

arduous and irksome, but the memory of the same is

precious. The old reveille, that awoke us to the duties of

camp and field, was oft an obnoxious and provoking sound,

\. .^...^..,..

SNO%VI!\I.l.. (thk coi.unkl's ordkrly).

but to-day it sets us wild to hear its well remembered notes.

The "sick call" was the signal for a doleful procession to

apiK-ar at the head of each company street, but the same

lingering accents from the bugle would now provoke a

h'.:a!thy smile if given here to d.iy. So wht.-.i "the general,"

"t'p.c assembly," or "'to the color," were beaten in camp as

warning of our departure from some desirable quarters, there
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was much growling in the ranks, and disgust plainly readable

upon each manly brow, but we now recall both the march
and its signal with a smile of satisfaction.

It is true of war, that it looks best from a distance, and we
get the beneht of this prospective, as we recede farther and

farther from the times when " the VAnc" and "the Ciray
"

crossed swords on the battle-fields of the South. Those four

years of fighting will seem more bewitching and incomparable

as they retire into the past, and, as tlie survivors wa.x old and

die, much of what anno)ed and discouraged us the most in

our military experience, will be most fondly cherished, and

our hardest trials and severest struggles, will be the very last

to be forgotten. In the retrospect, that will be the most

prized which was least desired in its day. Now, that the

marches, the battle, the {)erils are over, \\c would not have

missed one of them all. ICven scars are desirable after the

wounds are liealed.

Taking advantage, therefore, of this as[)ect of military ex-

perience, I piO[>ose to speak to-day of the " Precious Mem-
ories of the \\:teran," since I am sure that the very endurance

which once was a [)ain, can be transforrned into a joy, at the

touch of memory's magic wand. Those ferttures uf a

soldier's life, which, like the Colonel's drun\-bcat, were hateful

to us once, are now, as we recall them, a source of keen

delight.

Taking first things first, let us begin with the memories of

our enlistment day. And here, of course, il is assumed that

we were all volunteers in the full and honorable sense of tluit

word—a sense which lifted our soldiers above the scale of

hirelings, and made them formidable only to the foe. There

were, it is true, some exceptions to this rule—especial!)'

toward the close of our great struggle, it seemed necessary to

recruit the ranks by an ap[)c;il to the unworthy and the disso-

lute. .Substitute-. v,cre [nirclnsed at lii^;di r.>si, whose motives

were qiiite ineicenar\' anil untrustworthy. Piut of the

audience, which it is an honor for me to address to-day,
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probably not one entered the service of our Government, save

from high and patriotic intent. Let me. therefore, invite yon

to recall yonr enlistment da\', and to refresh your memory
with the details of that offering which you then made of self

to country.

The waves of feeling which overspread the North at

intelvals during the rebellion, were most wonderful to

observe. I'^om the outset, the loyal element responded in a

surprising way to the appeals from the national and state

executives. When lV<\sic!ent Lincoln calletl for scventj'-five

tliousand volursteers, on April 15. 1861, there was at tlrst a

general leeling that such an army could not possibly be

recruited, and the South laughed with incredulity at the bare

idea of enforcing such a proclamation. Hut the great up-

rising at once began, and two days later the Sixth Massa-

chusetts left Boston for Washington. At the time of its

passage through New \'ork City, public sentiment was still

undecided as to which cause should be favored in tiie metrop-

olis. There were lumdreds of Confederate Hags, all ready to

be unfurled at a moment's warning, and it is true beyond

question tiiat some of thr largest ne\'.spaper ofHces in New
York- were abundantly provided with colors displaying the

red, white and red. u'hich colors were afterwards prudently

concealed aiid re[)laced by the red, white and blue.

For man)' years I kept one of these Confederate flags

given me in April, iSoi, by the editor of a great New York
daily, out of the stock which they hatl in readiness. Then,

the ne.xt da)-, that memorable [9th of A[)ril, came the Ikilti-

more riot, and this settled tiie question of enlisting with loyal

thousands. Men left their farms ami their merchandise, their

college and their workshop, and hastened to the nearest

recruiting officer to be enrolled for the defence of the old tlag.

At intervals in t'.ie histor\' of our conHict. other great epochs

can be mail:ed, duiin.;" wiiic'.i ;i;i olher ihiti*.-. wi-re laid asiiJe,

tor the salvation of our behn-ed country. Under some such

pressure, either siulden or gradual, we C(.)nsented to sign away
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our liberty in favor of " Uncle Sam." Do we not remember
well the very day and hour in which we sic^ned our names to

some recruiting paper, and were enhstcd beyond recall ?

There is an old proverb about " marrying in haste and repent-
ing at leisure," and perhaps that view of life occurred to us,

when we awoke on the morning after enh'stment. Was there
not a slight melancholy in the thought that henceforth we
were no longer free, but must go and come according to

orders ?

A great blessing it was to the new recruit, that his enthu-
siasm came then to his aid and made him glad over the step

he had taken. Straightway he hastened to decorate himself
with some bit of martial regalia—a cap, or a vest with brass

buttons, or some other significant trifle, which sliould indicate

the new profession of arms, now chosen. In many cases,

recruits were enrolled faster than they could be equipped, and
no uniforms v/ere furnished till weeks after the troops had
gone into camp.

In the exuberance o'i their patriotic ardor, men could not

wait for Quarter-Master's supplies, but forthwith spent a part

of th<ir " bount)- " in scnnc article of dress which should

advertise their belongings. The aristocracy of the North for

tlic time being wore the blue, and indigo dyes were at a

premium. Bra^s buttons became more lovely than prunella,

or even than siK'cr, and no head-dress was so imposing as a

blue cap with a curved \ isor and a chin-strap easil\' lowered

under the jav. bone. Bronze became the fashionable flc^h

color, and white cotton gloves or buckskin gauntlets, well

nigh abolished the use of kid. Lounging attitudes became
rare. Men straightcnet! uj), by common consent, and bodies

were held erect on the hijis, inclining a little forward ; heels

were brouglit on the same line, and as near together as the

conf-u-m,ition of man W'tuld permit; shoulders were kept

square, \Mth elbows m-ar the l)(,)d_\ ; c\-i_:-> wiw fixed sti-aiglu

to the hunt and striking the ground al)out the distance of

fifteen paces; while the jxdm of the hand was turned a tritle
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outward and the little finger anxiously sought to entrench

itself behind the scam of the trousers. None could be found,

at least among the recruits, who did not assume a gait,

I'lrKJeled after th'it inimitable West Point carriage, and the

fust step of every move was inaugurated by tin-owing out

promptly the left foot to a distance of exactly twenty-eight

inches from the right heel. Add to this, a look of alertness

w Inch men wore, like an over-all, as if they feared some voice

of authority might, on a sudden, call out, " Attention, Squad !

"

and catch them napping to their discredit. We may smile at

tliese recollections now, but no one thought them ludicrous

in 1S61. In those days of the great war governors, it was no

empt\- honor to be Conmiander-in-Chief of the militia of any

Northern State.

At times speedily, but oftener after much delay, the new

.soldiers were sorted into regiments and received their uni-

form and equipments. Oh ! the transformations of that event-

ful day ! Surel}-, nothing but patriotism saved most of us

from disgust at tlie fit of the new clothes. Government uni-

f<>rnis are made for the average man, and he, though easily

go* ;u b\- arithmetic, is seldom found in the fle^^h. Some of

us were forced to concede that our comeliness hitherto, had

been the work of our tailor, more than of our Creator. True,

clothes do not make the man, but after the man is made,

he is improved by suitable raiment. Uncle Sam, however,

recognized no right of prixate judgment in apparel, and we
Wen- all le\'eled down to the regulation standard. The
Jashion {ilates of Quarter-Master (jcneral Meigs were all th.at

ue might consult, and the old-time lu.xuries of vests, collars,

w.iivtbands. neck-ties and shirt fronts, must, with umbrellas

•md straw hats, be relegated to the future^ to await the close

ot our war. The goddess of taste was detlironed, and grim

M.ir> reigned in her stead, sweeping pul)Iic sentiment after

i'ln. in .1 ri-lc like th.it of ImukIv.

1 Ik- Lulies (God bless them), in feverish heat, ileclared that

no man could look homely in the national blue, and they
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avowed a fondness for the stiird\- misfiL of Uncle Sam's read\--

made clothing. They laid their caressing hand on the sleeve
of many a frighifully-fitting garment, and its wrinkles seemed
to disappear, while the feminine touch of approval remained.
Tims encouraged, every recruit hurried away, in the disguise
of his new uniform to have his picture taken for his admiring
constituents, and they all declared it "just splendid!" "so
man!)-!" "handsomer than you ever looked before, my
dear!

"

Officers in blue broadcloth and glittering shoulder-straps,

shone like stars \n the fn-mament, and were the envy of all

tlieir friends, while here and there a regimental commander,
with his silvery eagles, was adored as the Aztec used to

idolize the Sun. Such a halo did society throw around the
garments of liberty's defenders that common men became
shining ones, and were clad with radiance as a wrapping for

their regulation suit. This outer robe was pleasant to wear
and re-enforced the courage of many a timid volunteer.

Then came our introduction to camp life and its new
discipline and requirements. How zealously did men enter

on the duties of this untried realm ! They welcomed its

restrictions, rigors, arbitrary- distinctions and rules. Thc\-

sought eagerly to assimilate themselves to veterans, to catch

the step and motion of a martinet, to acquire the instinct

of discipline, to gain the bearing and the demeanor of an

expert in arms. Military title and phraseology were studi-

ously observed and martial courtesies insisted on with vigi-

lance and care. Old friends assumed a distance and stiffness

corresponding to rank, while new companionships were tole-

rated which would once have been abhorent. Men whose
instincts inclined them to spring aloof, were held firmly

together in the tenacious coupling of military restraint, and
the S(-)cial scale received a new and complete readjustment in

the arLUigrmcMt ^A caiup. I\.c\(>liili.>iiary changes in the

hours ot rising and retiring, in diet and exercise, in the order-

ing of time and convenience, in subjects of study and interest,
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were ushered iri with our first clay in tent or barracks. The
voluntary principle in life was instantly surrendered, and the

words of the Gospel centurian aptly described the new order

of service.

" I am a man under authority, and I say to this man, go !

and he goeth, and to another, come ! and he cometh, and to

my servant, do this ; and he doeth it." This lesson was some-

times hard to learn, but, sugar-coated or not, the pill must be

swallowed and kept down below all chance of an upheaval.

Yet, from the first night in which we slept under a blanket, in-

woven with the letters U. S. there was a kind of fascination in

the life, which surely lingers yet in the memory of each

soldier. The picturesque arrangements of tents ; the precise

detail of duties; the impartial justice of the diurnal round,

from roU-call at sun-rise to "taps" at night; the division

and subdivision which took account of each individual and

reached with unavoidable scrutiny the conduct of every man
;

the machine movement which fitted every man to his place,

and combined the whole into one compact person, so that a

thousand men should move as one man, and have the power

to strike one man's blow, with the terrible muscle of a

thousand arms. These and myriad other novelties of soldier

life, took firm holtl of imagination, fancy and will.

Then there was our [)ride in the new profession of arms

and in the special organization under which each was en-

rolled. Every enlisted man wore the number of some regi-

ment and the letter of some company upon his clothing

and acquired therewith an es/>rit du corps which was novel

aiul stimulating. Within camp limits, the ijucstion was con-

stantly niooted. as to which of the ten was the best company.

Who ever tried harder to stand motionless like a post, than

did we at those first dress parades, when, despite all precau-

tion, somebody's hand, in the long line of two open ranks,

v.iuild cret i> a\.M)' Iroin close rustmly on tliat seam of the

trousers? .,\nd when the "troops beat off" and stalked

solenmly down before the host at "parade rest," what
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martyr ever suffered equal anguish with those, who longed

to brush awa}' that tl}-, which sportively crawled over the

nose and threatened to enter nostril or ear, and which no

facial contortions could deter or dislodge? Yet, to stand like

a statue, was to represent a patriot, and ever)' muscle, there-

fore, was drawn tense to fulfil this service.

So, too, of the guard duty, with its mysterious countersign,

its series of challenge and reply, its opportunities for quick-

ness of wit and rapid rejoinder. W^ith what alertness did we
walk our beat at night, patiently enduring the two hours on,

and three hours off, amid wind and rain, and all the ingenious

tests which our superiors could de\ise to determine our

fidelity I In the stillness of midnight, how startling was the

challenge, as it rang out sharply its demand, and the response

with the low-murmured pass-word, or the change-guard, as it

tramped its round and brought comfort throughout the cir-

cuit of tired watchmen. We all recollect the humors of

guard duty, and its fatigues are not uppermost in our mind

to-day. "Who comes there? halt!" is the stern outcry

from a lonely post. " Grand Rounds," is the instant response.

" Oh, hang yowx Grand Rounds ! 1 thought it was the Second

Relief! " bursts forth the irrejn-essible sentry in the heat of

his disappointment, and so falls into disgrace.

It was alwa\'s diflicult to confine our volunteers to the use

of the exact words laid down in the Army Regulations. The
American mind dislikes sameness, and goes in for improve-

ment in style and dclivei")'. So men would insist on tinker-

ing the challenge, and even the countersign, and either in-

tentionally or not, would oft make ludicrous work of guard-

ing the lines. I well remember the stentorian outcry one

night on the Centerville Race Course, near Brooklyn, where

a brigade was encani[)eil. awaiting transports for the Banks

ex'iiedition. Men were in the habit of running guard, after

d ul; (in crJ.ri- t^> >te.il a\s;iy to the cit)- ), trust'ug their luck

to sneak in again to their ([uarters before daxMight. Just alter

the camp had settled into quiet for the niglit, a voice was
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lieard exclaiming \\ ith excited tones, " Corporal of the Guard,

Post 10, double-quick, with a lantern—Man <;jone to York !"

It required many months of tuition, ere we learned how un-

military it was to volunteer a word, or an act of service, not

laid down in our instructions.

But there came a time when no more passes were issued to

leave camp, and when we judg'cd from a hundred symptoms,

that soon the regiment would be off to the seat of war. Then

good-b}-s in earnest must be said. Th.cn the last stock of

good things must be laid in. Then the seriousness of war

must be faced .and endured. The'da\- that we abandoned

camp and departed, out of sight of dear homes, kindred,

sweethearts, and all familiar faces. Ah! we ne\'er, never,

shall forget that time, uov those who followed us, to bid the

last good-b\-. Under all our bravado, high resolve and

eager iinticipation, there was a lump of something hea\-y at

the heart, and the must thoughtless looked grave, when he

turned his back fairl\- on the old Nutmeg State. There was

too mucli uncertainty about our return to make us jocular or

indifferent to this farewell. Homes ntner seemed dearer, nor

true friends more precious, tlian when we gave our parting

cheers, and the band was doing its best to be cheerful with

the mu-!c of " The Girl I Left Behind I\Ie," and " When
Johnnie Comes Marching Home."

Now it was that tlie real soldier-life set in, and that we

plunged into the stern activities of war. The regimental mail

bag grew portly ant! heav)-, ami as evening brought leisure,

every drum-head was in use for a table, and writing desks

were imi>ro\ised on e\'ery hand. The Chaplain entered on

what was in most cases his principal duty, the office of Post-

Mastcr, and stamps-that-would-stick were in peremi.tory de-

mand.

Sjuculations were rife as to mi!itar\- mo\-ements, and tlie

fd^i^y of n..\'.^[\ii)er di-p.iiches from the seat ol w.u" began

to be realized. We read lliat the army was in fine condition,

and anxious to be led against the enemy. We consented that
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our condition was fair, but we never saw the day when we
chafed with anxiety for a fight, at least, after m e knew what
a battle meant, both to winner and loser. \\q read of cap-
tures which had never been made, and of victories that were
known only to the " special correspondent," and grew out of
his fertile and mendacious brain. It was true of these war-
riors of the quill that one could chase a thousand and two put
ten thousand to flight, and to us at the front who knew the
truth, much of the newspaper was like the reading of Don
Quixote's miglity adventures, or tlie entertainments of the
" Arabian Nights " and the " Talcs of Munchausen."

But the day at last came when we received our "baptism
of blood" and were made familiar with all the terrible details

of the field of battle. A new estimate of each officer and
man was then introduced. " How did he behaxe under fire ?

"

was the question asked and answered. Man>' a showy and
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pretentious soldier sank in esteem under this test, and the

sterhng worth of many a modest and unappreciated hero was
recognized. Those who did not fliiich in battle were not

forgotten, and it was remarkable in regard to officers that

their men would tolerate in them every other vice save

cowardice. If a Colonel or a Captain was cruel or dissolute,

his men would forgive him all in a campaign, if he had Jiigh

courage and led them dauntlessly on. Whereas, an officer

might be genial and easy, take good care of his men, and
spend much money in their comfort, but all despised him,

even for the faintest suspicion of cowardice.

Perhaps of all the pages in our military record, that written

in most indelible colors, describes the story of our first battle.

Our own feelings as the conflict began and continued, will

never fail to be remembered; we hardly dare to trust our-

selves to portray them, so mingled and indescribable were
they, so different from wliat \<c anticipated and perhaps had
feared. When we listen to martial music, we sometimes
fight our battles over again. When we are sure that no one
will misunderstand us, or think us boastful, we recount some
of those ghastly scenes. Once launched on the sea of mar-

tial memories, we oft forget to cast our anchor or furl our

sail. It is never safe for a civilian to deco\' a x'ctcran into

the recital of those eventful days, for when once the flood-

gates are raised, there is danger that the reservoir will so

press on, that no shutting back is possible till it is drained.

Suffice it now for us to sa}-, tliat the battles in which we
fought were very unlike the battle pictures which artists paint.

poets sing, or Bull Run Russell wrote up for the Lo/u/on

Tivies. We who have seen them, desire to see them no
more, and thank Gotl that we survive the need of buckling

on the sword to-day.

T once met in mountain travel, an old gentleman who sat

with mc on the .->ta;;c coacli. and who stated his L^reat desire

to see battle. Furthermore, said he, "
I expect to sec in

Pleaven, the attractive objects and incidents which have been
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beyond my reach here. -Now, sir," he continued, "you may
think it queer in me, but 1 expect to see tlie B:ittle of Water-

loo in Hea\-en. I ha\'e studied that great engagement with care.

and I have ahva)s lunged to see it over again, and I expect

that 1 shall behold it hereafter." " My dear sir," said I, " did

you e\er witness a battle?" " No, sir," he replied, "it was

not quite convenient fur mc to enlist, and I never could get a

pass to tile front in war times just before a battle was ex-

pected." 1 assured him iii very energetic language that if

he had ever joined in a battle under Grant in Virginia, he

would not be anxious to sec another one, e\en in Hea\en
/-/ itself

ii Some of us have memories of the hospital and of the dead,

1 which no Decoration Da}- is needed to preserve, and which

.1 oft comes to us like a dreadful nightmare in sleep. For my
»l own part, 1 can never smell the ether of a photographi.st's

studio, without recalling the field hospitals, those sickening-

tents of mercy behind our contending hosts ; those terrible

heaps of dismembered limbs, those mangled and lifeless

' forms, those men in blue overcoats sprinkled thickly over the

green grass and the red sands arouiul Richmoiid ; those

stretcher-bearers coming in silently with tlieir bleeding

freight; the long files of ambulances jolting over rough roads,

and the irrepressible groans ever and anon escaping from the

sufferers within ; the surgeons with bared, red-stained arms,

with set lips, and dreadful instruments, and in such haste that

we could not wait even to pray, before they began their work

of painful kindness upon our wounds.

These are part of the legacy which the soldier cannot

alienate from memory, when he counts up the education of

his three years at the south. Some of us, too, remember

those angels of merc\', the i'lorence Nightingales of the war.

who seemed to come out of another workl, with heavenly

sweetness and lOve t.) our relief Tlieir names were fragrant.

like the violets "f sjuing, is t!ie\" i.>rought [)c.ice and home to

the bedside of many a poor boy in blue. God be thanked for
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such sweet ministry as the woman's soft hand and sympathic

voice, which made it easier for many a hero to die, and raUied

to recovery many a patient who through her ministries

gained strength to Hve..

But at k\st the cruel war was over, and the perils of camp
and field were past. Richmond was ours, I'armville had
witnessed Lee, as he gave up his sword to our taciturn

Ulysses, Andersonville, CoUmibia, and Libby Prison had un-

clutched their liold on our surviving comrades; the great re-

views have been held at the rebel capital and at Washington,

and the magnificent army of a million men is disbanding and
en route for home. What emotions then filled the soldier's

heart. Plomeward bound at last, and soon to be discharged !

The restraints of di.scip]ine seem quite intolerable. Officers

are at their wits' end to maintain the neces.sary control over

the men for whom they are responsible. All are longing and
aching to be free once more, and to get beyond the reach of
" general orders.

"

The supreme movement comes and the impalpable bridge

is crossed, which puts us back into the ranks of civil life.

Once more after the welcomes are said, the embraces finished

and the shock of dilight is over, we take off the blue and i.ion

the citizen's garb, and as we do so. we begin to love the blue

with ten-fold passion. Our hand lingers caressingly over the

garments which re[)resent so much of intense and varied e.x-

pericnce. We vow a vow, which, as I believe, we have all

religiously kept, to love and to cherish the old color under

which we fought to save our land.

To a veteran of the war, the old Hag signifies far more than

it suggests to those of recent years. We have but to close

our eyes, and straightway rushes o'er the mind in long pro-

cession the series of victory and defeat alternating in des-

perate turn from Bull Run to Ap[K)matto.\: Court House.

We see our stripes and stars on th.e crest of e\i.ry battle

wa\c, at the main of cvci)- galiaiit .-hip of war. on the ram-

parts of every fortress, carried unninchingh' by liorseman and
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by footman, who knew they were the mark for deatli because

of their standard, yet, who begged the honor of being color-

bearer with all its dangers ; we sec the battle llags, tnan}' rent

with missiles of death, their stall splintered with bullets, their

folds stained with patriot's blood, their fabric exposed to

storm and shaking out defiant folds in many a tempest till

worn to tattered shreds; we see the wounded color- sergeant,

to save his flag from capture, stripping it from its staff and

winding it around his own body beneath his blouse, where

its silken layers receive his warm heart's I/IoolI as he falls in

death and is buried with the colors of his sliroud ; we see the

whole rebellion a struggle to tr.imf)le on the Hag, and at Lee's

surrender, we see the rival banners furled and our color once

more the flag of our Union, the symbol of peace.

Year by year we cling the more fon(ily to the memories of

our soldier-past. At intervals, we live o'er again those

scenes, in our dreams at night, and when we wake, it is with

a half regret that our spell was broken. So too, we cherish

our dead with a like tender and holy regard for the years in

which they fell. Many of us would delight to revisit those

battle fields of the South, before time obliterates the record of

those old campaigns. On that soil, we would gladly greet

those sincere but mistaken men who stood so long and

heroically in our path to Richmond. They were a band of

heroes whom we never were able to despise, ?md at last were

able only to overwhelm. At present no Americans fraternize

more speedily or thoroughly than two \eterans, one of whom
wore the blue, and one of them the gray, during the great

American conflict. Those who did the fighting were not

those who did the hating. We know right well that the

rebels were brave men and mostly honest in their mistaken

loyalty—more brave and more honest than the pestilent

demagogues behind them at South or North.

God hel[) all the si.ldiers of our land t" cu'iixatc the art

of {)cace as full)' and fcailcs^iy as ilicy fmiglit in war! We
do not revive our martial memories, nor decorate the graves
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of our dead in order to rekindle the feuds of the past. Just

the contrary, should be our aim, for did not Federal and
Rebel learn a lesson of mutual respect on tl:c battle-field of

the South? May we learn to know each other too well ever

to quarrel again, and may we have

" A union of hearts, a union of hands,

A union that none can sever,

A union of lakes, a union of lands,

I The American Union forever !

"

^ I.

w ^
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on^^i'arEE, 2s:25ziii.

INClDliNTS AN!) COINCIDENTS.

THE OLD ARMY SOXGS.

One of the pleasaiitest features of arms' life, and one which

is still a tender memory to the old soldier, were the Ainiy

Son<^s we used to sinc^ in the quiet bivouac, and around the

old camp fire. When the great army was restin^^ from its

labors; or on the toilsome march, when feet were we:ir)' and

hearts were faiiU ; or on the eve of battle, when the mind was

busy with tliouL.;lUs of dear ones, far awax' in the old liome

amid the peaceful scenes so dear to the memor)'. At such

times what could be more touching than the " Old C)akcn

Bucket?" sung as we used to sing it.

" How dear to my heart, are the scenes of niy childlK)<.)d,

When fond recollections j)resent iheiu to view
;

The orchaid, the meadow, the deep tangled wild wood,

And every loved spot which my infancy knew."

Craw and Luce, the sweet singers of the regiment, \Uio did

so much to cheer the droojiiiig spirits of their cumiades b\-

the j)athetic songs which they sang, luu'c v^y^nc o\-er t<> the

gre.it U'li'Tit)-. ah'.l t h'.n'r W' >rk hi'i-e !ias br. n thine, but th.e

sweet n!..v.Kly (A their songs will nut soijm be forg«.)tten by

their sur\v6J"fi comrades, and the tender feelings the\' inspired
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will echo along the memory in the future years, producing

thoughts which start,

" When memory plays an old turie on the heart."

Many of their comrades joined with them in singing by the

camp fires, in such spirited songs as, " Mother, is the Battle

Over?" "Carrie Lee," and " Ilome, Sweet Home," with tear-

dimmed e}-cs, as they listened to their singing and thought of

home and its pleasant memories, of the days gone by ; and

many a soldier in the hospital was invigorated and cheered as

he gave up his life, by the touching and soothing influence of

their music, and sank silently to their last long sleep, far from

the scenes '>f the home they would nc\-cr more see.

But not alone in the quiet camp were these old Army
Songs sung, but on the long and weary marches, they were

an inspiration to the tired and way-worn soldier. Who docs

not remember, on that long march from Harper's Ferry of

the whole of that grand Army of the Potomac, how they

sang, "John Brown's Body Lies Moldering in the Grave," and

.other songs, to enliven the drooping and cheer the weaiy

soldier on his way. How the song would start way back in

the rear, nnd come s\see[>ing with increasing encrg)' along up

that line of men, stretching away for miles, until it was taken

u[) and ^ung a.-s it was never sung before, and the bands joined

in the chorus, and " the old woods rang to the anthem of the

free." Never before was song sung by so many voices, and

amid sucli a wave of enthusiasm. The inspiration was tre-

mendous, and can never be forgotten by the Army of the

Potom.ic.

15KAN SOUP.

I think if there is one tiling which, more than another, is

tilt- niosl <ii->.iL;recai)K' i'.norcssi-d n[)i 'U my iriini.l, it was that

lust so-callcii. l)rcakfast of alleged " bean sinii>," at the

barracks in XK^tshington the morning after our arrival. You

%
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all remember, I know you can never forget that sumptuous
banquet in the capital city of the country. I ate only one

small spoonful, and my appetite for bean soup— I speak of

Washington bean soup—was apj)eased for time and for eter-

nity. It was the most abominable concoction that could pos-

sibly be created. The pungent odor which it exhaled is with

me still, and I fear will remain with me forever.

" You may break, you may shatter tlie vase if you vril!,

i Bui the scent of that bean soup vill liang around it still."

:),,,_ Quite in contrast to that capital city banquet of bean

K soup, was our very enthusiastic reception and dinner at

• the celebrated Cooper refreshment rooms in the city of

Philadelphia, where the wealthy Cooper family fed and

entertained, largely at their own expense, the troops passing

through the city on the way to the seat of war. Some of

you will remember that this patriotic and loyal family later

lost all their property, and the daughters, of which he had

several, had to go out to wor!c in order to obtain the

necessities of life. You may also remember thai at one time

this Regimental Association took up a collection for them

amounting to twenty-six dollars— if I remember rightly—and

forwarded it to them, with tender expressions of regret for

their sad misfortune. Many other regiments did the same.

But I have no information that the Government, they loved so

well and served so loyal l\', ever did anything for them.

That detestable bean soup of th.e capital city, may possibly

have suffered someu hat in our appreciation by its strong con-

trast to the splendid fare we had received in Philadelphia. I

would like to be just to that soup, and would not intent-

ionally say anything untruthful about it (if it be possible), but

I have no desire to take back anything I have said, or to

make any apolug}- f'-r it. Certainly the Ixa's (\{ the Twent\--

first RcL^ment will ever ha\e the kindliest recollections of

their brrV? stay in the " City of Brotherly Love," and the
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splendid ovation given them as they marched through tlie

streets on their way to the train. The sidewalks were fairly

lined with fair girls and lovely women, all anxious to say

encouraging words, and bid the boys " God speed," and
" good-b}'." I think I must have shaken hands with some
hundreds in our hurried passage along the walks, and I know-

that many a soldier carried away as souvenirs of that brief

march, many delicate and highly perfumed handkerchiefs,

some of which I hope are still tenderl)' preserved among
other relics of the war.

Grand old city of brotherly love, " thou art still true to

thine ancient fame and worthy of thine ancestral honor."

Our stay at Arlington Heights and in the vicinit}- of Wash-
ington was without any interesting or noteworth)' incidents

others than those pertaining to the tedious routine of com-

pany and battalion drills, and if possible the more tedious

and weary grand reviews b}- General Casey—the inventor and

patentee of the army tactics. Arlington Heights was at that

time a kind of militar)- training school, where the green regi-

ments first practiced in the manuel of arms, and where the

nevv ofticers attempted to instruct the men, with their limited

stock of knowledge, by commanding file right, when they

meant file left, and vice versa. One officer, it was said, sub-

stituted the more familiar words, " haw " and " gee." It

should be said, however, that the boys soon learned what

was wanted of them, and if a wrong order was given, they

had the good sense to go right, and by so doing often saved

the command from getting tangled. It was while here that

some of the officers became convinced that military life was

U'lt to their taste, and so decided to resign, and like John
Burns, of Gctt)'sburg, went back to their bees and cows.

Plea.sant Valley, in the vicinity of historic Fiarper's Ferry,

and among some <>f the grandest scenery on this continent,

where we spent most «»f the beautiful month of October, was

also devoii.Ui>f any very particular incidents. Here we joined
>
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the Second Brigade of the Third Division of the Ninth Army

Corps, General Biirnside's famous old army corps.

On the 28th of October, the grand Army of the Potomac,

which had been concentrated at Pleasant Valley, folded their

tents like the Arab and silently stole away, and fording the

Potomac at Berlin, begun that long and weaiy march of one

hundred and seventy-five miles to Falmouth, on the Rappa-

hannock River, opposite the city of Fredericksburg.

Previous to this time we had only a limited acquaintance

with the grayback, or orm\- louse, but from this on our rela-

tions were more intimate, and the}- came to be extremel\'

fond of our society. The grayback. or army louse, is one of

the most interesting and lively attaches of the arm>'. They

are very familiar on short acquaintance, and have as much

cheek as a commercial drummer. They are exceeding!}-

domestic and affectionate in their taste, and never get lost for

any length of time. They need no cultivation, but once

planted in good soil will increase and multiply like pimples

on the nose. They are gregarious, and never travel alone.

Whetlier they are any relation to the connnon pestiferous

little louse so often fjund in tlie country school-house, I do

not know. I only know that their habits are quite different,

and that the grayback is not woin in the hair, as is the

product of the country school-house. Nor do I think they

are as fond of school-marms. The army louse is more robust

and stalwart in his makeup, being much larger, and subsists

on the blood of his \ ictinis, and are uorn in the scams of the

clothing next the skin, and seems to be particularly at home

in the army clothing, especial!)- in the shirt. They are fond

of travel, and are usually at home nith an army on the march

or in the field, and often make it live!)- for the " bo)-s." They

don't grow up with the country, and as I have never seen a

small one, I conclude they are born full size. The)- are

iib'.ut tht- >-!-/t: of ;t fu!l-;.;i<>\\ n l><.H!-l)ug. and like tliem, they

do mo.'^ of their work in tlie night. Tliey can easily be seen

with the aid of a glass, and you can feel them uneasily in the
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dark. They were probably created for some wise purpose,

but nobody seems to know what ; if they do they don't tell.

My own opinion is that tlie\' are a substitute for the bed-

bug, which we don't have in the arm)-, and are nearer related

to them than thev are to the school-house variety.
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to allow them time to wash their underclothing, and get the
smoke of the camp-fire off their dirty faces and kill lice. I

have often seen the men, of other regiments, engaged in this
interesting occupation, and have been highly pleased. In fact
it is in this that I have had the most and the best opportunity
for the study of the army louse, and must account for what
little knowledge I have of them. They are a very interesting
study—at a distance.

One of the most impressive scenes, which it was my
fortune to witness, during my army service, was that of the
Great Army of the Potomac, sleeping. It was on a lovely
moonlight night, amid the grand scenery around the vicinity
of Harper's Ferry, in the month of October, that I stood and
looked down upon acres of men, rolled in their army
blankets, and quietly and peacefully sleeping, with only the
moon and the stars, and the broad canopy of the heavens
above them. It was an impressive and inspiring spectacle,
and it brought very- forcibly to my mind those beautiful lines,

which must have been written under the spell of some similar
inspiration :

ON THE POTOMAC 1 S62.

"All quiet along tlie Potomac," they say,

" Except now and then a stray picket

Is shot, as he walks on his beat to and Iro,

By a rifleman hid in the thicket.

'Tis nothing, a private or two, now and then.

Will not count in the news of the battle

;

Not an ofticer lost—only one of the men,
Moaning out, all alone, the dead rattle."

All quiet along the Potomac to-night.

Where the soldiers lie peacefully dreaming:
Their tents in tlie rays of the clear autumn moon,
Or the light of the watch-fires are gleaming,
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A tremulous sigh, as the gentle night wind

Through the forest leaves softly is creeping
;

While stars up above, with their glittering eyes,

Keep guard— for the army is sleeping.

There's only the sound of the lone sentry's tread

As he tramps from the rock to the fountain,

And thinks of the two in the low trundle bed,

Far away in the cot on the mountain,

His musket falls slack ; his face, dark and grim.

Grows gentle with memories tender,

As he mutters a prayer for the childien asleep

—

For their mother—may Heaven defend her !

He passes the fountain, the blasted pine tree

—

The footstep is lagging and weary;

Yet onward he goes, through the broad belt of light.

Toward the shade of the forest so dreary.

Hark ! was it the night wind that rustled the leaves ?

Was it moonlight so wondrously flashing ?

It looked like a rifle ;
" Ha ! Mary, good by !"

And the life-blood is ebbing and plashing.

All quiet along the Potomac to-night

—

No sound save the rush of the river

;

While soft falls the dew on the face of the dead

—

The picket's off duty forever.

1%
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' THE ANIMATED FENCE.

Another scene which used to afford a great deal of amuse-
ment was the " animated fence." Any veteran of tlie army-
can tell you truthfully that he has seen miles of Viroinia

rail fence !:^et up and walk, and in less than two minutes not a

rail was left to tell the location of the fence. It was a curious
sio-lit to see that _<;rand Army of the Potomac, when, after a

long march tlie order was given to break ranks, to see the
boys make a rush for the fence. In the twinkling of an e\-e

every man had one or more rails on his shoulder, and the air

was full of rails all pomting in a different direction, and all

gomg to sup[)ly fuel for the camp-fire and the cooking of the

soUliers' coffee.

The army camp-fire is to the soldier something like what
the country- grocery store is to the village loafer—a place to

try and keep warm in, to talk politics, and discuss the con-
duct of the war, to swap lies, and chew Navy plug, to tell

stories, and inhale smoke. It is as impossible to keep warm
around a camp-fire as it is around an old fashioned fire-place.

On a cold night, one side is freezing while the other is thau-
ing, and the onl)- way to avoid freezing solid is by a frequent

change of front. There is one peculiarity about the smoke
from a canip-firc for which I couKl ne\er fully account, and
that is. its peculiarit)- in always taking you in the face.

Change of position seemed to make no difference, it would
follow you everywhere, and after a night around the camp-
fire, the faces of the men had a color on them sinular to that

of a sugar-cured ham. But after all that, there was always a

kind of fascination, al^out a camp-fire. It was the home circle

of the soldier, and the scenes of some of his happiest hours.
After a long and weary march, there was no place so wel-

come and so enjoyable as around the cheerful cam[)-fire, made
of good dry X'lrginia rail fence.

A squad of soldiers asleep around ;t camp-fire, or trying to

if.
sleep, was always an interesting picture. Rolled in their



^Qt

iJftiifi ; v/j >(7-.)! (!;,"l

: 1
•

:
';.,'/

'<:,,. >iir

•-,•( Li I/. y-J

. .. Hi.. .If.

: I'-rj ,: nO
'i f Ml. .'fll



Incidents and Coincidcnis. 395

blankets they lie down in a circle with their feet to the fire,

as near as safety would permit, but not always to an unin-

terrupted sleep, for there was alwa}'s some uneasy ones to

" make it lively for the boys " who desired a quiet night, or

some sonorous snorcr, who made the "echoes wake" until

everybody else was awake, or somebody would arouse the

whole party, with the frantically uttered explanation, " I smell

a heel aburning." The old camp-fires, if they did not always

add to the warmth of the soldier, had a warm place in the

heart of the veteran.

On the hot morning o^ June ist, when the regiment was

lining uji to march out from White House Landing to Cold

Harbor, the writer took his }:)lacc in the ranks of Company F.

Just before the regiment moved out. Surgeon Lee. knowing

I was with the regiment, came to the company, taking me by

the arm and leading me from the ranks, said it was an im-

possibility for me to stand the fatigue of the march, and the

battle about to take place, and advised me not to come back-

to the regiment again, but to find S(:>me duty elsewhere that

I was able to perform. I was sent^\ith others to tiie Sixth

Corps Field Hospital, whei'e I was soon placed in charge of

about two hundred and fifty men, to do all the outside work

of the vast hospital o{ the Sixth Corjx-^. We found acres of

wounded men of everv- description l)'ing upon the grass in

the hot sun, waiting for shelter and attention.

One o'i m\' duties was to see that all the cooks of the

hospital and people sent out b)' sanit;ir}' commissions and

committees of Eastern churches, etc., who came out to cook

delicacies for the sick and wounded soldiers, not supplied b\-

the government, wt-re fiirnished with dry chestnut rails for

their cooking purposes.

Among them, from the far State (if Iowa, was a couple of

womeJ! who came to administer to the wants of the Eastern

soldiers. The VDungei' (^fthe t\\<), a i>repMssessing girl^ statt'd

that a young brother of hers had enlistcLl in the Second Ct)n-

%ff,, nccticut Heavy Artillery while on a visit to Connecticut, and
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she, on learning of the fact, had joined the army so as to

be near and care for him, feeling sure he would be wounded.
I informed her that the Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery

was in the defenses of Washington, serving with heavy ord-
nance, and he was in no danger of being hurt; but she had a

premonition that her brother would be severely wounded and
be in need of her nursing to save his life. It transpired that

the Second Heavy was ordered in all haste to join General
Grant, and was put into the great charge as infantrymen at

Cold Harbor, and the mangled soldiers soon commenced to

arrive at the Sixth Corps Hospital.

A morning or two after the battle, the writer was walking
around among the wounded when he caught the eye of a

young soldier, who seemed to be severely wounded, beckon-
ing me with his forefinger, which was all he had the strength
to do. Going near him, I noticed he had on his cap, "Second
Connecticut Heavy Artiller>'." I stooped down and asked
him his name, and he whispered the same surname to me as

that of the Iowa girl. I unbuttoned his coat and discovered
he was shot straight through tlie lungs, and in a very seri-

ous condition. Realizing he was the long-sought brother, I

hastened back and brought his sister to him, preparing her
on the way for the painful meeting. Then I went for the
stretcher and helped to take him to her tent. The surgeon,
upon examining him, shook his head to me as an indication

that the chances for the young boy were slim, but with the
good nursing of his sister he seemed to hold his own for the
few days I was able to keep track of him. In a short time
we were ordered to evacuate White House Landing, prepara-
tory to Grant's march across the James River to invest

Petersburg.

K the >-oung member of the Second Connecticut Heavy
Artillery survived his wound, it was owing to his sister's pre-
monition and great faith, and making the sacrif](-c of leaving
iicr comfortable home and coming to the Army of the
Potomac, suffering almost all the camp risks of a soldier's
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life. But what puzzled the writer then, and has all these long

years since those eventful days, is what was the chance, the

magnet, the unseen power, that irresistably drew me straight

to the side of this comrade in his struggle witli death, in

preference to anyone of the hundreds of wounded men who
thickly strewed the ground, all of whom needed immediate

care. Who can tell ?

When the subject of rations are mentioned, old soldiers are

interested, and new recruits as well, for it is a matter that

touches the heart ; no, I mean the stomach of us all. Good

rations mean to soldiers, ability to stand the march and

courage to fight, and live and to fight again.

The first few rations the regiment received after starting

from Connecticut, were so varied and remarkable and from

so many different sources, that it is proper they should be

recorded in this histor)'.

The regiment marched from the fair grounds the very

warm afternoon of September iith. The most of the people

of Norwich, w ere in the streets to honor our departure, and we
had a most hearty send-off for the war. We took the cars at

Norwich to Allyn's Toiut, where we embarked on steamboat

for Jersey City. There was but little sleep for anyone that

night. Towaids morning we began to get hungr)-, tlicn the

news went round that there would be a big breakfast waiting

for us when we landed, a regular Connecticut meal, furnished

by the state agent and paid for by the conmionwealth of the

State of Connecticut.

It was to be a spread that we would remember until long

after we " licked the rebels " and returned home. We were

drawn up in line on the tracks, near the station, and. after a

long wait, our tin plates were ordered to be ready. After a

longer wait along came waiters with pails of something they

called soup, the same variety of chicken soup as matie by a

hi II wading tlirougli ;i brook. ^\bout one-half pint was put

on each plate. We supposed this was a relish for what was

^,^to couvc and it quickly disappeared. I won't say "that,
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Micawber-like, we waited for something to turn up," or, like

David Copperfield, " we asked for more," for everbody quotes
that, but that was about tlie truth of it. We waited and called

again, but the small dipper of hot water was the beginning
and the end of the anticipated feast. The state agent was
there to make us comfortable, and the state paid for it.

We were then counted off, forty to a car, and put into hot

OUARTl'.KMASTKK-SERGEANr E. S. WHEf:i.ER.

bo.x-cars, which had been occupied b)- swine and cattle, and
but partially denized for our use. Ikit we soon made wiiat

is now called "open-air cars" of them by tearing off the
sides of the car down to aljout three or four feet hi-di. A
gre.U nian>- -ot 01.'. ;nul iddc on lo]) of the car with their feet

hanging over the .sides
; a ride never to be forgotten. By the

time we arrived m Philadelphia the Connecticut breakfast had
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made us ravenous. We did not expect much, for we had no

state agent there, but not one of us, I venture to say, \\ ill ever

forg-et the meal wc were treated to in the famous Cooper

Shop restaurant. A regiment marched out as we entered.

There was ample room for all—never was such vast extent of

tables cleared and filled with ever_\t!iing that was good, and in

great abundance. We had a great feast, were well waited on

and kindly treated. Ihose that were sick were taken to the

hospital upstairs. Hundreds of thousands of soldiers were
fed at this place during the war. Any soldier could get a

square meal here at any time of day or night.

In Baltimore we received a fair spread, but meal number
four we received from the United States on our arrival in

Washington, and it is still engraved on our hearts. After the

usual long wait, we were marched for some distance over the

hot gravel of the railroad track to a baggage car. Reaching
up our arms to full length, the rations were dropped into our
open palms as we marched past the doorway. In one hand I

receix'cd about owq and one-half pounds of boiled " sow
belly." It was still scalding hot. In tiie other hand some
hard or soft bread. I clutched my fingers over the boiling fat

chunk, and the hot lard ran down m\- arms and bod\' to un-

shoes. Not as yet being used to this qualit}- of rations, I

tossed it into the bushes. My father, who had accompanied
us to Washington, said, that so far we had lived to eat, but he
feared that now we would have to eat to live.

We now marched over to East Capitol Hill and went into

bivouac there. Breakfast there was eagerly anticipated,

especially after eating the pork. When it came, it proved for

the must part to be putrid boiled pork-ham. I can smell and
taste that ham at this moment. I am sure the whole regi-

ment will remember their first five rations, but it was not long

before we were able to cat raw salt p.>rk [ilaced between two
h.ir<l t ick-^

—

while on our great march to h'leik riek-bur-j., in

tliick clouds of dust—our luiuger making us relish the pork,

^Uust and crackers ^likc,

^
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I suppose we oui:^lit to be tliankful that nowadays it is tlie

"other fellows" that arc doiny; the marching on the same

rations.

While making a trip to New York by boat about ten years

tr after the closing of the war, it being very warm and suffoca-

I ting in the berth which I was compelled to use, about day-

light I woke, and gathering m}' belongings, I hastened, half

i clad, from the cabin out upon the after deck, v/here I found

many there in the same predicament, seeking fresh air.

Lying upon a settee was a gentleman bewailing the close,

warm morning. As the sun commenced to make its appear-

" ance above the water of the Sound, he wondered what it was.

Upon being informed it was the sun rising, and that it v.as

the way we had of getting the " sun up " in Connecticut, he

said, " This is the first time I ha\e seen the sun rise since I

' was in the army." Upon learning he was in the arm}-, of

course acquaintance was soon made, and among other re-

marks he said there was one man he always felt he would

like to meet again. His story was, that after the second day's

f march of the Army of the Potomac, from Harper's Ferry for

Fredericksburg, they encamped at a place called '* Wheat-
' land." The boys commenced to forage, and a special raid

i was made on one of the plantations near camp, which was

fully stocked with cattle, ii-jrses, fowl, etc. The writer, on
. entering the garden, found soldiers carrying off to camp with

>' all kinds of truck, some hives of hone\' with the bees still in

'' the hives. After appropriating everx-tlnng in sight, a large

smoke-house was discovered. Soon butting down the doors,

it proved to be full of turkeys, and the narrator stated that

1 just as a ca\alry patrol delachment was .sighted coming up

the road, he grabbed a turki }• by one leg arid a comrade the

other, and both of them liohling on pulled the turkey apart

alive and ran up the road in fiont o{ the cavalr)-. He stated

he h.ii! a'v.ay.s \\i-li<d t^' in'.'cr this comrade, as he was

anxious to know what became of the other lialf of the turkey.

1 told him to shake, for I was the comrade he was looking
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for, and assured him that the remnant of the bird was put

where it would do the most good.

While in the same camp (" Wheatland "), which we occu-

pied two or three days, there appeared one morning a gentle-

man on horseback ^^•ith well-filled saddle bags. He appeared

friendly and was very talkative with the soldiers, telling them

about the rebels who had fallen back as we advanced. While

his attention was called away from, his horse, which he had

dismounted, Jared Culver, a member of the company, in-

spected the contents of the fat saddle bags and found that

each contained a nicely cooked boned chicken, neatly folded

in a white napkin. Of course we were both financially broke,

and Culver, taking me one side, advised me to engage the

close attention of the well-to-do farmer. While so engaged

he was to possess himself of the boned chickens, and when
he had gotten well away I was to withdraw and turn the

gentleman over to some other comrade, and we were to

** subsist on the enemy " for the remainder of the afternoon.

I called the attention of the stranger to a ridge of moun-

tains in the front, and asked him about the crops, etc., and,

after a few minues, looking over my shoulder, I saw that

CuK'cr was well on his way into the woods with the game.

I cpiickl}- withdrew to join him, hut somehow he changed his

course upon entering tlie brush, and I lost his trail. It tran-

s{)ircd afterward that he had already made arrangements with

another comrade, Sergeant John C. Ladd, to dine off the

plunder, but I evened up with him in later transactions.

Sergeant Ladd was always around when there was some-

thing good to eat, and could scent a good meal farther than

any man I know of

I was informed it would have been very interesting to me
if I had been present w hen the stranger missed his supplies.

He forgot his gentlemanly and friendly deportment and swore

only as a X'irginian can.

One afternoon while out doi'ig the countr)-, I came across

an eccentric member of Company F, by the name of
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Murphy. All the Company boys will remember him. He
was very busy skinning a pig which he had found in the

"enemy's country." While scheming how to share his game
with him, the owner of the pig came upon the scene and

loudly objected to the proceedings, and said he would go at

once and see the General and have him arrested, as he under-

stood that orders had been issued and would be strictly

enforced against foraging. I told Pat to hang on to his pig

and I would head the man off from seeing the General.

Hurrying to camp and to the General's quarters, I found

a messmate of mine on guard and ga\e the situation to him,

at the same time informing him that pork chops were some-

thing to be desired, and that if he worked the thing right he

should have his share. He said that on no account would he

allow the man to get access to headquarters.

Soon the irate planter came into camp and made for the

General's tent. He ran up against the sentry, who, to his loud

complaints, said the General liad given strict orders not to be

disturbed on any account, and if he made any more noise he

would be quartered and hung before sundown. The man's

anger gave way to fright and lie seemed glad to esca[)e with

his life.
i

I fared a little better with Pat than I had with Culver and •

the chickens, for he divitled the pork up that night and the !

chops were nicely cooked. Of course the sentry came in for
|

his share, ai\d a good proportion of the same graced the 1

General's table for breakfast, and we never heard that he
\

inquired where the)' came from.
|

One day a splendidly etjuipped sutler's team with four i

horses, heavily laden with all kinds of delicacies craved by

soldiers, drove into this same camp and tliey were immedi-

ately recei\'ed with loud hunahs. Members of the Hawkins

Zouaves, veterans of Roanoke Island, who were brigaded

with us, quicldy secured the proprietors of the equinpagc and

guarded them carefully. Others kindly held the four hors-.;s.

while the wagon was literally overrun with Hawkins men,
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who were not selfish at all with their possessions, but liber-

ally distributed the same. Soon heads of barrels were stove

in, boxes broken open, ginger cakes, cookies, crackers,

canned fruit of all descriptions, including several cheeses,

pies, etc., were distributed with a free hand, and it took but

a very few minutes for that great load to absolutely disappear

from view. Nothing was saved but some empty barrels and

boxes and packages of various kinds.

When the owners saw that there was nothing visible of

their stores and no possible way to make a claim, or reim-

burse themselves in any way, upon invitation of those wicked

Zouaves, they departed at once for Harper's Ferry, to bring

up another load, as the word was " on to Richmond," and we
expected to break camp any time, and wished to start in as

good condition as possible.

I wish to remind the old boys of an event which happened

at the time the Eighteenth Corps were embarked at Bermuda
Hundred, to proceed to join General Grant at Cold Harbor.

You will remember that the regiment boarded a propeller.

The captain of the craft proved to be a brother of a member
of Company H. He, knowing we were to join Grant for an

immediate movement upon Lee, ran the boat diagonally

across the river into a bay hard aground at high tide, which

held it fast for twenty-four hours or more. At low tide we
could easily wade around the boat. It took the united efforts

of hve or six tugs after repeated attempts at one or two high

tides to release us from the mud, which gave us a delay of

twenty- four to thirty-six hours, so that we were the last regi-

ment of the Corps to land at White House, and did not get

started for Grant's army until the morning of June ist.

We thought that the captain ran his boat into the mud on.

purpose for us to gain time and escape the first onset of the

battle, but perhaps he lost his bearings and went on to the

bank by accident. The writer never learned the truth.

We all have a disagreeable memory of both camps at

Fredericksburg. I remember how we slept on the frozen
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ground witli our overcoats, shoes and caps on, and often

times our feet pushed out from under our rubber blankets,

which were the only tents we had in the first camp.

I think it was after the battle of Fredericksburg, one even-

ing early, just as a storm was about to break, comrade Culver

came to me and asked if I would like to have some good,

nice hay to spread in the bottom of the tent to sleep upon.

I told him I very much desired to sleep in a hay mow. He
said we would enjoy that luxury, if I would keep a stiff upper
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fall in with the men, and in the flickering light of a candle we

would escape detection and secure the hay. So when the

bugler sounded the forage call and the teamsters fell in, we

took our place in line and filed slowly with them up to where

the sergeant was seeing to the delivery of the ha)'. As good

fortune would have it, just as our turn came, a new bale was

rolled out and the wires cut from the same. Stooping down
I carefully lifted up one-half of the bale, and Culver, who
followed me, drew the other half, and proceeding a few steps

off, we were in complete darkness and could not be discerned.

We arrived safely in camp, made a good comfortable nest,

and there were two tents certainly which enjoyed a bed of hay

until we changed camp to the side hill over the grave yard,

where sickness and death overtook so many of us.

PFXULIARITIES OF GENERAL BUTLER.

r,V THE REGIMENTAL OUARTER-MASTER SERGEANT, SOMETIME

CLERK AT RUTLEK's HEADQUARTERS.

At the outbreak of the Ci\il War, Massachusetts had a

brigade organization of its militia, and regiments were sent

to the front as brigades, with their Brigadiers given cominis-

sions of the same rank in the United States Volunteers.

One of the most prominent of these inexperienced Generals

was Benjamin F. Butler. fTc did some excellent sen ice as

originator o'i the idea in the earlx- part of the war. that

negroes fouiiil within our lines might be held as contraband

ot war, and hence afterwards kno\vn to our Eastern arm}' as

contrabands.

.\s C"onm;aiv.ior nt Xew (")rlean<: he did efnciont work along

the duties o\. a Provost ^Larshal, and obtained much notoriety

through his ingenuity in thinking out new ways of inflicting
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punishment to the enemy's sympathizers. An instance of
this was on the deatli of a Roman Catholic officer of a
Connecticut regiment. Tlie General sent to the French
Bishop, not asking, but demanrling. an interment in conse-
crated ground, thinking tin's would be a source of annoyance.
To his surprise, the Bishop answered very courteously, " Cer-
tainly, my General, ten thousand of them."

But General Butler was never successful as a corps com-
mander on strictly military^ Hues ; still le.ss as a commander
of a large army in the field ; but political considerations
apparently dictated his appointment to the command of the
Army of the James.

Among many detailed to act as clerks at his headquarters
was Private Edwin S. Wheeler, Compau)- G. I'rivate Wheeler,
who had been fitted for college in 1S62. was recommended b\-

Colonel Dutton for appointment as cadet at West Point, and
this was approved and confirmed by the Department Com-
mander, but the formal commission, though long promised
and expected for o\'er a year, was never received. His
duties were to write the special orders, properly enter .them,
and see that they were correct!)- started to their destination.

Man)- of these oiders being important and great care neces-
sary in their phraseology, the order clerk was often in tk.e

presence of the General, who had a mind of most unusual
speed in its operations. A letter or report of several
pages, perhaps badly written and obscurel)- expressed, de-
manding from an ordinary man half an hour to fathom its

author's meaning, would be correctly grasped b\- the General
in a few minutes. His commands were usuallv expressed in

pencil memoranda, in an extra imperative form, as " Let it be
granted ! Let him be di.schargeel

!"

His coiitem[)t for military law, and his desire to deal out
what he called substantial justice, often to(^k high-handed
forms. The fict that officers nominated b\- the i'rr.sident and
confirmed by tlie Senate could not be discharged by a depart-
ment conmiander without approval of tlic Secretarj- of War,



,CKV\\\\\

,.
( ,:tl K'llM'H

.h.,j •. ;..;',!

!. ' r.'.t \\Ui -)l '•( Ji'-

, ,,i >.,'-! ;,') 'Mi //

jrj:jM/" bill.



Incidents and Cohtcidenis. 407

did not prevent the peremptory discharge and disgrace of

officers whom he thought worthy of such punishment.

Neither did he hesitate, contrary to regulations, to put in con-

finement a commissioned officer, even of the rank of Colonel,

for causes he considered sufficient. Quite likely these men
deserved all that they received, but remonstrances that their

treatment was illegal had no effect. He found the court-

martial much too .slow, and in one case of clearly admitted

desertion, the man was shot first and tried afterwards. While

it would be too much to say he was deficient in moral sense,

it is certainl)- within bounds to describe his point of view on

many subjects as entirely unconventional. He brought to

military affairs the acute mind of the clever, criminal lawyer,

who thought it riglit to accomplish his ends b\- an}' means

not in violation o{ criminal law. And yet, probably he in-

tended only to do what he believed, and sincerely believed,

to be just. To deserters he was severe. The records at

Washington are said to show that less than two hundred

deserters were shot during the whole Civil Wat, but many
more than this number must have been shot in the Army of

the James alone, during the height of the bounty -jumping.

From Connecticut regiments six times as many men deserted

as were killed in action.

Like General Hancock, he had a habit of excessive pro-

fanit)-, and his vocabulary in that direction was remarkably

full. The Twent)--first had some members with a large line

of swear words, but none with the versatilit}' of General

Butler. When, through a sudden gust of wind his candles

were extmguished, he would sit alone in darkness and invoke

the most elaborate condemnation on the country-clodhoppers,

as he termed them, who had pitched his tent. He had a

most unconmion dislike to music, and serenades at head-

quarters were rare. Still, with all his faults, and they were

many, he u as of groat service to his CDUnti)', and \\ hi!e there

Were undoubtedly serious errors, yet the balance must be

fairly considered to be largely in his favor.
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LETTER FROM GENERAL DEVENS.

The following letter from General Devens to Governor

Buckingham gives a brief account of the history of the

Twenty-first Regiment, now about being mustered out of

service

:

Headquarters Third DivisiON, Twenty-fourth Army Corps,

Richmond, Va., June 17, 1865.

His ExcellffiiY William A. Buckingham, Governor of Connfcticui :

Governor—The connection which has existed between this

division and the Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers is to-day

dissolved by its departure for the state which sent it forth a few

months before the regular expiration of its term of service. It

is fully entitled to the honor of having served most faithfully and

long as its services were needed, and of having done its duty

nobly under many most trying and dangerous circumstances. Its

soldiers deserve the reward of those who have continued faithful

to the end of that rebellion whose writhings are yet hardly still,

and will receive at your hands, and those of the people of Con-

necticut, a cordial and generous welcome.

The Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers was organized in Sep-

tember, 1S62, and was almost immediately, on coming into ser-

vice, annexed to the division commanded by General Getty, in

the Ninth Corps, and was for the first time under fire at the great

battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1863.

Having been transferred to the troops of the Department of

Virginia and North Carolina, it took part, in the siege of Suffolk

and the expedition of Major-Ceneral Dix up the Peninsula, in the

spring of 1863, and in the winter was ordered to North Carolina,

where it bore its part in the movements of February and March,

1S64, from Newberne, under Major-General Foster.

In May, 1S64, it was transferred to the Eighteenth Corps, thus

forming a portion of the column operating against Richmond,

under Major-General Butler, and was severely engaged in the

action of Drewry's Bluff, May 16th, and various skirmisiies on

this portion of the line.
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The Eighteenth Corps having temporarily joined the Army of

the Potomac, was engaged in the battle of Cold Harbor, June 3d,

and subsequently m the various conflicts of the summer of 1S64, in

front of Petersburg.

On the 29th of September, 1864, the regiment formed a portion

of the force which gallantly carried by assault Fort Harrison, the

strongest work held by the enemy on the north side of tlie James,

and on the 27th of October, took part in the affair on the

Willi.imsburg road.

Without undertaking to recite all the conflicts in which this

regiment has been engaged, such is a brief sketch of its history.

It ha«; worthily maintained the honor of the State of Connecti-

cut, her loyalty to the Union of our fathers, her deep and stern

attacluvicnt to the principles of popular government and of civil

libert) . Many brave officers and men ha\e sealed, with their lives,

their devotion to the cause of- the country, prominent, especially,

amone whom are Colonel Arthur H. Button, the most accom-

plished among gentlemen and soldiers, who fell mortally wounded

in a skirmish at Port Walthall, in May, 1S64, and Lieutenant-

Colonel Burpee, who was killed at Cold Harbor in June, 1S64.

The memory of these gallant and distinguished soldiers, and all

ihcir brave comrades, will be gratefully embalmed in the memory

of the people of Connecticut, as well as in that of their more

fortunate companions who return to you in triumph to-day.

The tri.iis and dangers which this regiment have passed through

will only have made them more fit for the duties and responsi-

bilities of citizens, to which they now return ; and their conduct

hereafter will show, I sincerely believe, that the fame they have

won by valor and intrepidity abroad in the field, will be main-

tained by industry, energy and perseverance at home,

I am, very resy)eclfully,

Your obedient servant,

Charles Df.vens, Jr.,

Brigadier and Brevet Major-General Commanding.
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RFXORD OF S}-:RVICE.

The Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteer Infantry was or-

ganized at Norwich, Conn., September 5, 1862, with Arthur

H. Dutton, Colonel ; Thomas F. Burpee, Lieutenant-Colonel,

and Hiram B. Crosby, Major.

Served in the Second Brigade, Third Division, Ninth Corps,

Arm)' of the Potomac, from October, 1S62—Third Brigade,

Second Division, Ninth Corps, Department of Virginia, from

January, 1S63—Third Brigade, Second Division, Seventh

Corps, Department of \'irginia, from April, 1S63—Provost

Guard, Getty's Division, Department of Virginia and North

Carolina, from August, 1863—Heckman's Command, Dis-

trict of Portsmouth, First Division, Flghteenth Corps, from

December, 1863—Dutton's Command, Newport News, First

Division, Flghteenth Corps, from January, 1S64—Defenses of

Newberne, District of North Carolina, Department of \'ir-

ginia and North Carolina, from February, 1864—Third Bri-

gade, F^irst Division, Eighteenth Corps, Army of the James,

from May, 1S64—Third Brigade, Third Division, Twenty-

fourth Corps, Army of the James, from December, 1864.

Duty near Washington, D. C, to September 9, 1S62.

Joined the Ninth .Army Corps, October 10.

Advance on Falmouth, Va., November 1-19.

Battle of Fredericksburg. December 12-15.

Supported the assault on the Heights of Fredericksburg, Decem-

ber 13.

Selected to lead the forlorn ho[:ie, Decemlier 13.

Camped near Falmouth to February, 1S63.

^h^d march, January 20-23, iS(>3.

Defense of Suffolk, April ir-May 4.

(')pcrations on F.denton Road, Ai-ril 13-14.

Reconnoissance to Chuckatnck, May 3, and skirmishes at Reed's

Ferry Road, Everett's Bridge and West Branch.
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Pursuit of the enemy, May 4.

Duty at White House, July 1-7, during Dix's Expedition towards

Richmond.

Provost duty at I'ortsn>outh to September 29 ; at Norfolk to

December 10, 1S63, and at Newport News to February,

1864.

Expedition up the James River, January 24-^5-

Moved to Morehead City, N. C, February 3-5.

Duty in the sub-distri'^t of Beaufort, defense of Newport Baracks to

February 12.

Moved to Washington, M. C , and served in the sub-district of

Pamlico until May 2 ; then moved to Fort Monroe.

Joined the Army of the James, May to.

Operations against Petersburg and Richmond, May 10, 1S64-

April 2, 1S65.

Engagements at Drewry's Bluft" and Bermuda Hundred, May 12

-16, 1S64.

Actions near Fort Darling, May 15.

Fog fight, May 16, Drewry's Bluff.

Ware Bottom Church, .May 20.

Reconnoissance along the Bermuda Hundred front, May 25-26,

1864.

Battles about Cold Harbor, June 1-12.

Assault at Cold Harbor, June 8.

Petersburg Works, June 15-17.

Mine explosion, July 30, and Battle of the Crater. (In support.)

Trenches before Petersburg to August 27.

Defenses of Bermuda Hundred to September 29.

fJjtiles of Chapin's Farm, Fort Harrison and Newmarket Heights,

September 29-30.

Held entrenchments on Ciiapin's Farm near Fort Burnham to

March, 1S65.

Reconnoissance in force to Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road,

October 27-2S, 1S64.

Rt^ported to General U. S. (irant, ^Ta^ch 4, 1S65, for secret

Service,

r-xpcdiiioa to l ifderi<,ks!>Lirg, Mirch 4-7. '•' Tobacco Raid."
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Moved from Fortress Monroe to Kinsdale Landing and raided
into Westmoreland County, March 10-12.

Under special orders from General Grant, moved from Point
Lookout to White House Landing, March 13-14.

Establislied and protected base of supplies for Sheridan's Cavalry,
March 14-24.

Moved to Signal Hill, March 24-25.

Occupation of Richmond to April 3.

Provost duty at Richmond to April 2S, and in Fluvanna and
Goochland Counties to June 16.

Recruits transferred to the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers and the

balance mustered out, June 16.

A SKIRMISH LINE.

FROM THE PENSION OFFICE KECORDS.

Tlie Twenty-first Regiment, Connecticut Infantry Volun-
teers, was mustered into the service of the United States,

September 5, 1862, at Norwich. Conn., to serve three years.

It left tiiat place, Se[)tember 11, 1862, and arrived at Camp
Chase, near Washington, D. C, September 22, 1862. It

proceeded tluii to Frederick, Md., and thence to Harper's
Ferr>', Va., arriving there about October 9. 1862. It served

subsequently as follows: To December, 1S62, in tiie Second
Brigade, Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,—station,
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December 31, 1S62, opposite Fredericksburg, Va., to Feb-

ruary, 1863, in the Third Brigade, Third Division, Ninth

Army Corps,—station February 28, 1S63, Newport News,

Va. ; to May, 1863, in the Third Brigade, Third Division,

Department of Virginia,—station, A[)ril 30, 1S63, near Suf-

folk, Va.
; June, 1S63, in tlie Second Division, Department of

Virginia; July, 1S63, in the Third Brigade, Getty's Division,

Department of Virginia ; August, 1863, in Getty's Division,

Department of Virginia,—station, August 31, 1863, Ports-

mouth, Va. ; September, 1863, in Potter's Brigade, Depart-

ment of Virginia and North Carolina; to November, 1S63,

in Barnes' Brigade, Department of Virginia and North

Carolina,—station, October 31, 1863, Norfolk, Va. ; De-
cember, 1863, in Heckman's Brigade, Department of Virginia

and North Carolina,—station, Newport News, \^.
; January,

1864, in the Eighteenth Army Corps,—station, Newport
News, Va. ; February, 1864, in Peck's Division, Eighteenth

Army Corps,—station, Washington, North Carolina; March,

1864, in the District of Pimlico, Eighteenth Army Corps;

April, JS64, in the District of North Carolina, Department

of Virginia and North Carolina,—station, P'ortress Monroe,

Va. ; to November, 1864, in the Third Brigade, P'irst Di-

vision, Eighteenth Army Corps,—station, Jmie 30, 1864, and

August 31st, and October 31, 1864, "In the field ;" to May,
1S65, in the Third Brigade, Third iJivision, Twenty-fourth

Army Corps,—station, December 31, 1S64, and I^'ebruary,

28, 1865, Chapin's Farm, Va.,—station, April 30, 1865, near

Columbia, Va.

This regiment during the period of its service, participated

in the following named engagements: P^rcdericksburg, Va.,

December 13, 1862; Suffolk, Va., May 3, 1S63; Drewry's

Bluff, Va., May 16, 1864; Cold Harbor, Va., June 1-12,

1864; Petersburg, Va., June 16—September 20, 1864; Cha-
pin's P'arm, Va.. September 29-30, 1864; l-"air Oaks, Va.,

October 27, 1864; Richmond, Va., April j, 1865.
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^
The regiment was mustered out of service at Richmond,

Va., June 16, 1S65.

Very Respectfully,

Y. T. A IN.-. WORTH,

,

Colonel U. S. Army,
Chief Record and Pension Office.

BY HIS EXCELLF.NCV,

WILLIAM A. liUCKINGHAM,
GOVERNOR OF TFIE STATE OF CONNECTICUT.

A PROCLAMATION.
Whereas, The General Assembly, at its recent session,

Resolved, " That the heartfelt thanks and lasting gratitude of the
people of this state are due, and are hereby tendered, to all Con-
necticut otticers and soldiers of every rank and grade, who in the
War of the Rebellion have gallantly borne the flag and nobly
sustained the honor of our state, and who, by long years of faith-
ful service, and on many a hard-fought held, have lided in preserv-
ing to us our institutions, and in demonstrating to the world that
no governnient is so strong as that which rests in the will of a
free and enlightened people, and thai no armies are so invincible
as citizen soldiers battling for their own liberties and the rights of
man.

"That this state will ever gratefully cherish and honor the
memories of those victims of war and rebel barbarities, wh.o went
forth from us for our defense, but who come not back to partici-
pate in the blessings of that peace, which, through their edorts
and sacrifices, a just Cod has vouchsafed to us.

"That His Excellency the Governor be requested, by suitable
proclamation, to [jublish the foregoing resolutions."

Therefore. I, William A. nurl-.iMghani. Governor of the Slate
of Connecticut, in order to effect tlie object designed by the
General Assembly, hereby issue this proclamation, and call upon
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the citizens of this commonwealth, to manifest by expressions of

gratitude, and by acts of kindness, both to the living and to the

families of the honored dead, their high appreciation of the sacri-

fices niade by each of the fifty-three thousand three hundred and

thirty men, who from this state have entered the service of the

nation during our recent struggle with rebellion ; and to impress

upon their children and children's children, the duty of holding

such patriotic services in honor and perpetual remembrance, and

thus prove the enduring gratitude of the Republic.

—•— Given under my hand and the seal of the State, at

•! L. s. - ^^^ City of Hartford, this, the seventh day of August,
*• ^ in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred

and sixty-five.

\\'ii,LiAM A. Buckingham.

i^:-^c^.
THANKSGIVING DINNER.
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OHC^A^I^'TEI?. 323CIA7".

THE I'ND OF inii WAR.

The spring of 1S65 brought with it largo hopes of speedy

success, and anticipati<)ns were cherished of those movenients

that would lead to the end of the war. General Sherman's

army was at Go!dsb(jro, N. C, about one hundred and fifty

miles distant. It was possible in the union of these two

great armies to overcome any obstacle. Ikit would General

Lee remain idle and permit this? l^arly in tiic month of

March President Davis and General Lee had a consultation

about the situation in and around Richmond, and they both

agreed that both of these places could not be held much
longer and that the)' must get away as soon as possible. It

was only the muddy roads tliat prevented earlier movements.

Meanwhile General Grant purposes to crush the Army of

Northern Virginia before the arrival of Sherman's troo[)s, that

the Arm}' of tiie Potomac may have the full credit of the

victory.

General Lee strikes the first blow in a movement of the new

year. To render his plans for escape the easier of execution,

he determines to attack our line near the center, that, so our

left flank being weakened by taking troops therefrom for

support elsewhere, escape b)- his right flank may be easier.

Accordingly, on March 25th, he makes an attack on Fort

Steadman and surn-undrng worlsS, brcal-cing througli our line

at the place once held by our res^iment. JUit his nioveuient,
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The End of the War. 417

at first successful, ends in a complete failure with a loss of

four thousand men on his side to two thousand on ours.

Meanwhile General Grant is as impatient to begin the

campaign as General Lee is to get away, but he must await

the arrival of General Sheridan, who has been sent on an

expedition to the north of Richmond.

To establish a base of sui)plies for Sheridan's cavalry upon

their return, our brigade is sent to White House Landing.

Here we are joined by his troops on IVLarch i8th, and after

waiting nearly a week for the recruiting of the horses, we

start for our old position in front of Richmond by way of

Harrison's Landing. Our first day's march is made in com-

pany with one brigade of the cavalry to Chickahominy, where

;^"^v

:J
C.VPTAIN WAI.Tl.R I'. I.ONvj. l.UU rKN.\.NT COL'Rr£,.\NU G. bTANTON.

we encamped for the night. Next day we are joined by the

rest of the army, and passing by Charles City Court House,

where we find the ruins of a few burned buildings, we reach

Harrison's Landing about sundown.

Next morning wc foil into line about six o'clock, and after

waiting three hours for the cavalry to get under way, we
cross the James on a jtontoon bridge, and reaching our dM
r>i.u.c, gw Iwio camp nearly two nnles from our former camp
and one mile from Deep Bottom near Battery Number Nine.
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41 S . Tiveuty-first Regunent Connccdcttt Vohmteers.

Here we relieved the One Hundred and Fifty-eighth New
York Regiment, which, with other troops, hastened forward to

join in a general movement toward the left, while our division,

together with one division of colored troops, under command
of General Weitzel, remains in front of Richmond. Here we
stay and await the result of speedily developing movements
that precede the surrender of General Lee's army at Appo-
mattox Court House.

It was Sunday, April 2d, while President Davis was at

church, he received word from General Lee that the line in

front of Petersburg was broken, and that Richmond must be

immediately evacuated. By two o'clock President Da\is left,

and v,-as followed during the night by the entire army. By
three o'clock on the morning of the thirti we were called out

and from that time rested upon our arms. Soon was heard a

terrific explosion, to be followed after a short interval by

another—the explosion of the rebel gunboats on the James.

After a hasty breakfast we^march out toward the picket line,

but find no one there to challenge our advance. Then the

breastworks arc reached, and they, too, are deserted. We
hasten on towards the capital of the Confederacy, some seven

miles in our frcuit. No one complained of a shoe hurting Ins

foot, no one lags behind because of weariness, but elated with

the cheering prospect, we make no hall till we reach the

suburbs of Richmond. Another brigade had preceded us

and alread}' were in the city, having reached it by another

road.

With feelings of great satisfaction we now pitch our camp
in perfect safety on the very spot the Army of the Potomac

had striven to reach for the past four years, and for which it

had sacrificed a hundred thousand men. A laud;iblc curi-

osit\' no^v takes jjossession of all to see the city. But the

visitf:)r tinds that the prey, won at so great a sacrifice, had

suffered h.sril us,i-e at the hands of the f aiiief uefend.crs. feT

the city had been swept b)- a great fire tliat iiad de.-^troyevi

nearly its entire business portion. Probably for the purpose
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of preventing certain stores from falling into our hands, the

enemy on leaving had set them on fire. But the fire, escaping

control, spread with great fury till it was checked by the

opportune arrival of our troops, who joined with the citizens

in extinguishing the flames.

The following extract, written by one of the members of

the regiment to a near relative and by him published in the

WUliniantic Joiirnal, April 13, 1865, may convey some idea of

the condition of the city :

" To-day (April 4th) I have spent much of the time in

Richmond visiting Libby Prison, the Capitol, President Davis'

home, Spottswood Hotel, etc., etc., and will give you a brief

account of my travels. Captain T went with me. The
first thing we noticed was two or three hogs in the street,

which I supposed to be a necessary appendage of a Southern

city.

"The fir-*!: point of interest reached was Libby Prison. This

is a place of no veiy inviting accommodations, J assure you
;

but nov>- we saw it filled with Confederate prisoners. We
made no attempt to go through it, as there was so large a

crowd around the door, that it would have been very difficult.

One poor fellow, no doubt, thinking his lot a hard one, asked

'how long he would have to stay before he got a hearing?'

Captain T replied, ' get a hearing ! you ought to stay

there three years.' * *• * * '\\^^ de.struction by the fire

is immense. On Main Street the buildings were burned, and
the bricks had fallen on the sidewalks, so that it was with

difficulty that we could get through even the centre of the

street As I passed through the street, I thought that 'po-

etic justice ' was here represented.

"I was v/andering over the ruins of Richmond. Stopping at

a store which had escaped the fire, I entered into conversation

with a man, evidently a strong secesh. While talking, a lady

came up v/ith a basket on her arm, v.ith the inquiry, ' Can
you tell me, sir, where the conmiissary is ?' * No,' I re-

plied, • I have not been in the city long. Do you wish pro-
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420 Tiventy-first Regiment Conriccticiit Volunteers.

vision ?' * Yes,' she replied, ' we have nothing to eat ; there

ain't anything in the city to get, and unless we get pro-

visions, remember, v»-e shall starve, and if we do, you will,'

and she hurried off with a look- sour enough to bite your

head off, implying, if such a thing should happen, we, alone,

would be the cause of it.

"Passing along some distance, over bricks, rubbish, etc.,

we arrived at the Capitol. This jnesentcd no very inviting

1

1
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1

tocracy and poorer classes—all desirous of seeing some one

and knowing what was going on.

" I went into the Capitol, vyhich had been occupied by the

State Legislature and 'Confederate Congress. The Senate

Chamber was used as a provost marshal's office. 1 managed

to press my way through the crowd and took a seat, on the

desk of which, was the name of Alexander J.
Marshall.

Close by was Mr. J^raman's seat, from whose desk I took a

letter by 'Letcher,' date January 16, 1865, stating that the

James River canal was in a miserable condition, and urging

him to take some measures to place it in a better condition.

Leaving this I proceeded to tlie Spottswood Hotel, which is

a fine building. I inquired the price of board, and was in-

formed that it was one dollar per meal. It used to be sixty

dollars a da\'.

" Looking at the register, under date of A[Mil 2d (Sun-

day), I saw the names of Confederate officers. I then strolled

up i^ww through a more pleasant part of the city, and by

inquiring of several indi\-iduals, I found Jefferson Davis'

li'.viise, which was occupied by General Weitzel. I then

p;issed through Richmond market, which was crowded with

all classes of beings, but not a mouthful of anything to eat.

While in the city I visited the oflice of the Ric/n>io?id Whig.

While there I conversed with Yir. Walker, who has managed

the business department o'i the lixaniincr. lie with several

others, connected with the press, spoke in the highest terms

of our soldiers, and acknowledged that, if it had not been for

them, the entire city would have been destroyed. They

represented that nearU- the whole bu.siness portion of the

city had been burned, a stattrment which I think correct.

Thej' said the press had not been allowed to [iublish what

they wished to-

" News was entirely suppressed, except what the govern-

ment allowcil. Tho)- thought the city would bo easil)' gov-

erned. Tiiey felt vcr)' indignant at the conduct of the Con-

federate government, on leaving the city. At first the citizens
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422 . Izuenty-first Regiment Connecti-cut VolunUefS.

feared our soldiers, but now they have learned that we are

human beings. Many, no doubt, rejoice at our arrival

;

" others, while they do not like to be defeated in their so-called

Confederacy, yet did not like the conduct of their Govern-
ment, and so far are favorably impressed with our army. One
great obstacle, as they say, is placing the ' nigger ' on an

equality with the white man. I returned to camp, tired and
well satisfied v/ith my walk."

For three weeks we remained in camp where first we halted

in the enjoyment of the proud consciousness of complete

victory. Only one event seemed to cast any gloom over the

men. One morning there was heard the report of a gun fired

every fifteen minutes. At first it was unnoticed, then it

seemed ominous. Upon inquiry we found it to herald the sad

news we were so unwilling to believe, that President Lincoln

had been assassinated. He was loved and held in honor by
all, and now that he must fall just in the hour of victory, it

seemed doubly sad.

^ About April 20th we moved our camp to the other side of

the James opposite Richmond, preparatory to our marching
inland to Columbia County, v/hithcr our regiment was to pro-

ceed under a separate command. On the twenty-eighth we
left for our new destination under command of Lieutenant

Colonel Brown, accompanied by two companies of cavalr\-.

The distance was about fifty-four miles. Our route lay along

the valley of the James, and very near to the river, with a

canal lying between. With no enemy in view, freed from the

restraint that attended our movements when connected with a

large army, advancing at our own leisure with no danger to

fear, pitching our camp when and where we pleased, enjoying

the most deliglitful season of the year, our march was ex-

ceedingly agreeable.

Most of the way, after leaving the suburbs of the city, our

route lay along t!ie same ro;id that Sheridan had traveled six

weeks before wluni he met our brigade at White House
Landing. We were often reminded of this as we passed the
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decaying carcasses of cavalry horses which, too poor to be of

any \alue, were slain and left unburied. On our journey we
passed the residence of the Hon. Mr. Sidden, Secretary of

War in the late cabinet <^{ I\Ir. Davis. To the colored people

we were a great curiosity. The held hands, upon seeing us,

would lea\'e their work and hasten to the road for a closer

inspection. Our boys acquired the habit of addressing each

one the\' met as Sam, "Hello, Sam!" was the common,

good-natured greeting they gave to all. From one darky

thus addressed there came quickl)' the response, with a good

W^^^£^^^^''i

RKVtII.LK ON A COLO WINIER. >Ti)KNINr..

degree of self-satisfaction, " How'd you know my name was
Sam ? I believe ever\'body about here knows me."

Arri\ing at Columbia, which was the only village we saw
on the \\a\-. we found a collection of less than a score of

iiouscs, together with a grist-mill, two shoe-makers' shops, a

store, and what was .1 po.st-ofhce, and an Episcopal Church.

There had been a tobacco factory, but that had been burned

during Sheridan's raid. Here we established our head-

quarters, which were also the headquarters of the arm}- to

ubicli vve belonged. The e.xjtectation (){ w sliort stay, how-
ever. diseourage.J aiiy elabor.ite pre[)ar;ition of good cpiirters.

We had a m<iil perhaps twice a week, and managed our own
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424 Tiuenh'-first Regiment Connecticut Voluntecrh

affairs as wc pleased. As we expected no more military duty,

company and regimental drill were abandoned. While pre-

serving military discipline, which now had become almost

second nature to us, there was a great degree of freedom.

One night, however, the Lieutenant-Colonel and staff at head-

quarters suffered in the loss of five horses, together \\\i\\ the

hostler and colored bo)- having them in charge. Whence or

how they went was not known, only this, th.at the officers

were out so much property.

There was not much aftlliation between the soldiers and

the society in the village. To the more thrifty of the New
England States the whole system of Southern industrv-

seemed fifty years behin.d the times. I'^emale slaves worked

in the field as well as the male. The very implements of

husbandry seemed awkward and heav)'. Near the camp was

the home of a X^irginia planter surrounded b}' his former

slaves numbering some three hundred. " Mow large is }-our

master's farm?" was the inquiry directed to one of the sia\-es.

" Olu I don't know. It extends up James River about four

miles and up the Fluvanna River (flowing into the James)

about six miles." " With v/hom does your master associ-

ate ?" "Well, he goes a good deal down to Colonel Harri-

son's, twenty miles below here, and visits with Mr. ten

miles off" There was also a Union fannly, living six miles

from camt), with which many in our regiuK'nt had some in-

terest. The father and husband had been drafted into the

rebel army and had died. The motlier was left with six

children, the eldest of whom was a dauglUer of eighteen.

Their only means of supi)ort was in braiding hats with straw

taken from the field or from the stack. When Richmond fell,

the eldest daughter remarked to her grandfather, " Now m\-

daily prayers are answered." "Then you ma\' never expect

another loaf from me," was the reply. One of the children.

a lioy t'.'.'eive )-ears o\ ;i.ge, wa-< in can:p cue d-.xy, and wlien

asked how much they had to eat, replied, "About one-half

bushel of corn-meal and three pounds of bacon." " What
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will you do when this is gone ?" was asked. He confessed

that he did not know. Some fifteen dollars' worth of supplies

were contributed by certain ones in the regiment for the as-

sistance of the family. On one of the fast-days appointed by

President Davis, a Southern lady asked one of her slaves,

" Do you pray ?" " Yes," was the reply. " For what do you

pray ?" " I pray that de will of de Lord may be done."

"You must not pray for that," responded the mistress, " but

that our enemies may be driven back."

Here in camp two of the companies were sent off at differ-

ent points, some eight or ten miles distant, with their com-

manders as provost marshals to administer the oath of alle-

giance, and as far as possible to adjust any unsettled affairs

that might arise and disturb the state of the country. One
of these officers finds board in a family consisting of the

parents, two daughters and one son, a prisoner from General

Lee's army. One evening, for the entertainment of the

boarder, the two daughters, accompanied by the piano,

kindly sang some familiar songs. After singing " Home
by ti-e Ocean Shore," and " Gypsy Girl," they commenced
" The Southern Soldier Boy." The sentiment of the piece

was quite complimentary to the valor and success of their

hero, but when in singing the second stanza they came to

the words, " and he never will run," they quite broke down
with laughter and went no further, for the presence of their

own brother as a parolled prisoner, and the entire army of

General Lee disbanded, made the words seem too ridiculous,

even for song. One of the neighbors called one day with a

letter and wishes the officer to forward it with his mail.

Upon his paying the three cents postage, the officer takes

from his [lOcket a three- cent stamp and adjusts it to the

letter. "What! are these three-cent stamps come to life

again ? " is the inquiiy of the once-citizen of the Confederacy
u ith apparent sur[)rise. " O, sir, be assured that these stamps

luive never died," was the reply.
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The financial affairs of the conquered people were in a

deplorable condition. There was plenty of Confederate scrip,

one man saying; that he had sixty thousand dollars of it in

his possession, but it was entirely worthless. There was little

or no specie in circulation and the state banks were ruined.

The most perplexing questions were those that pertained to

wh vh
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the negro. They had all learned the fact that they were

free. In the possession of this fact some of them would start

off with a bundle of clothes on their backs, and after wander-

ing about for some time, and like Noah's dove, finding no

place of rc-t, would return to their old place to work for

fue d.oll.us i>cr nionlli, or less, just lu)U to deal with such

a class of people seemed perplexing- to the Provost Marshal.
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It was a most unfortiniate condition for both the freed slaves

and their fomier masters.

But at length there comes to the regiment the welcome

order to return to Richmond and make out the muster-out

rolls of the regiment. It was needless to sa)- that no part of

the service was more welcome than this, and joyfully the

work is performed in a camp that is more like the grove of a

picnic than a place of military discipline.

On June 16, 1865, we were mustered out of the United

State's ser\-ice, and relieved from all obligations assumed.

Septeniber 5, 1862, the date of our mustering in. But the

list of names on the muster out roll differed very materially

from those on the roll by which we were mustered in. On
the first roll there were nine hundred and sixty-si.x names, to

which were added afterwards se\-enty-five recruits. Now
there were but three hundred and sixty-four present to be

mustered out. There were some ninety-three others absent,

either on detached service or .sick in hospitals, who were

mustered out near this date in the localit)- where they liap-

[)cned to be stationed, four hundred and fifty-seven in all.

liut^he names that did not appear among these mustered out

were recorded elsewhere. Fifly-four were killed in action or

died of wounds, one hundred and eight died of disease, three

hundred and thirteen were discharged by reason of disability.

Of the remainder some (among the officers) resigned, some

discharged for various reasons, and some deserted. The
recruits for the most part were transferred to the Tenth

Connecticut Regiment. Of the thirt\--eight commissioned

officers that were mustered in September 5, 1862, only five

remained to be mustered out June 16, 1S65 : to wit, Lieuten-

ant-Colonel James F. Brown, Major William Spittle, Captain

I'hilo F. Talcott. of Company A ; Captain AKin M. Crane,

Company D ; Captain F'. Perry Packer, Company G.

Thus reduced in numbers w c reiuined liome, reaching

New York by boat, thence b\- cars to New lla\-L-n, Conn.,

where we remained in camp sufficiently long to meet the
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pay-master. We were paid off July 6th, which date marks
the last day in the history of our regiment. Thus enriched

by the experiences and discipline of nearly three years'

service, and possessing the consciousness of having borne

an honorable part in the greatest war of the nineteenth

century, each member of the regiment returned to his home
to assume again the duties of an humble citizen.

h§^'.bM
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MEDALS OF HONOR.

The follo\vin>^ members of the regiment have been granted

medals of honor by the War Department, for gallant conduct

in battle :

Private Wallace A. Beckwith,—Awarded February 15,

1897, action at Fredericksburg, Va., December 13, 1862; for

gallantly responding to a call for volunteers to man a battery, serv-

ing with great heroism until t!u" teinnuation of the engagement.

Lieutenant F. Clarence Buck,—Awarded April 6, 1865,

action at Chapin's Farm near Richmond, Va., September 29, 1S64.

Although wounded, refused to leave the field until the fight closed.

Sergeant Robert A. Gray,—Awarded July 13, 1895, action

at Drewry's Bluff, Va., May 16, 1864. While retreating with his

regiment, which had been repulsed, he voluntarily returned in the

^ce of a heavy fire of the enemy's guns to a former position, and

rescued a wounded officer of his company who was unahle to walk.

Captain William S. Hubbell,- -Awarded June 13, 1S94,

action at Fort Harrison, Va., September 30, 1S64. Captured a

large number of prisoners.

Corporal John G. Palmer,—Awarded October 30, 1896,

action at Fredericksburg, Va., December 13, 1S62. Volunteered

to assist as gunner of a hattery upon which the enemy was concen-

trating its fire, and fought with the battery until the close of the

enga'^ement.
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K.I' .. , _ THE UNION DEAD. '

As prcp:ired under the direction of Adjutant-General Drum
in 1884. The statistical tables accepted as official, give the

following figures :

There are of record 9,853 deaths of commissioned officers and

349,913 dtaihs of enlisted men, making an aggregate of 359,496

deaths among the Union forces. The jieriod included in the

record is, for the regular troops, the interval between April 15,

1861, and August i, 1865; for a portion of the volunteers it is

prolonged beyond the latter date until the muster out of each

organization. It will be remembered that the troubles in Mexico

and other causes occasioned the retention of some volunteers in

the service after the downfall of the Confederacy, Indeed, as Mr.

Kirkley, the chief statistician, notes, the last white organization was

disbanded November 18, 1S67, and the last colored regiment,

December 20, 1S67, while the last officer of the volunteer general

staff was not mustered out until July i, 1S69.

The death register of some of the largest prisons at the South,

used for the confinement of Union soldiers, are missing. For the

prisons at Amtricus, Atlanta, Augusta, Charleston, Lynchburg,

Macon, Marietta, Mobile, Montgomery, Savannah, Shreveport,

and T)ler, the registers have not been secured at all, and the im-

portance of these prisons is well known. Only partial records were

had from the prisons at Cahawba, Columbia, Florence, S. C,
Millen, and Salisbury. 'I'here have been ways, it is true, of partly

working up these deficiencies; but, on the other hand, as Quarter-

master-General Meigs has shown, in many Southern prisons three

or four corpses of Union prisoners were sometimes buried in the

same trench, and the number of graves only imperfectly Indicates

the number of dead. Even in the most imperfect record, the

number of Union soldiers known to have died in captivity was

close uj>on 30,000— in exRct figures, 29,498. The late investiga-
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tion, we may add, has increased by about

deaths among Union prisoners.

Taking Mr. Kirkley's tables, we derive

general results :

01

Killed or died of wounds,

Died of disease,

Drowned,

Other accidental deaths,

Murdered,

Killed after capture,

Committed suicide,

Executed,

Executed by enemy.

Died from sunstroke,

Other known causes,

Causes not stated, -

from

•sixth the record of

them the followinjj

IICKKS.
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DBIJlCATiON OF MONUMENT.

At the reunion of the x-\ssociation, held at Willimantic, May
16, 1S95, a committee of five was appointed to act for the

regiment, to secure a monument under the resolution of the

State Legislature, providing- an allowance of one thousand

dollars, for the placing of a monument on any battle-field or

national cemetery, to any Regimental Association.

At the annual reunion of May 15th. held at Willimantic

in 1897, Chairman Sm.ith reported that the State Legislature

had so changed the first resolution as to allow the associ-

ation to erect a monument in this state. A ballot was taken

on the choice of location fur the m-.inumont. Vowr towns
were voted for, of which Willimantic had forty-four votes,

Norwich nineteen, Groton six, and East Hampton one. and it

was declared that Willimantic was the ]j!ace chosen.

The committee, consisting of Comrades B. K. Smith, D. O.
Lombard, Robert A. Gray, D. D. Brown and George W.
Shepnrd, advertised for designs, specifications, and prices not

to exceed one thousand dollars. h:arl\- in the following

August a design by W. E. Ohaver, of New London, Conn.,

was acce[)ted by the committee, and (Juartcr-Master General

Van Kurcn acting for the State of Connecticut.

Quarter-Master General Van Kuren niade a contract with

Mr. Ohaver for the erection of a monument in accordance
with the iiccrpted design, anti the work was Ingun v.ith the

expectation of its being completed and dedicated at the re-

union to be held May 16, 1S98.
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430 Tiuenty-f.rst Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

The committee met at Willimantic and selected a site for

the monument on the ground adjacent to the Town Hall. A
-subsequent meeting of the voters of the Town of Windham
did not grant the site selected by the committee, but granted

a site on the Town High School grounds. This site was not

accepted by the committee, and as a site was offered by the

city of New London on Williams Memorial Park, it was

decided to postpone further work until after the reunion of

189S. At this reunion, held May 16, 189S, at Willimantic, a

resolution was unanimously voted to rescind previous vote to

locate the monument at Willimantic, and a resolution passed

to instruct the committee to accept the site offered by the

city of New London, through His Honor C\rus G. Beck-

with, Mayor of the city.

On October 20, 1898, a handsome monument, seven feet

square and twenty-six feet high, was dedicated and unveiled,

in the presence of a large number of the members of the

regiment, their friends, and the citizens of New London. The
prominent guests present were His Excellency the Governor,

Lorrin A. Cooke, with members of his staff. United States

Senator Joseph R. Hawley, Representative Charles A. Rus-

sell, His Honor Mayor Beckwith, of New London, and the

Rev. J. M. Bi.xler, of New London.

The presentation of the site by the Park Commissioners,

and the assurance that tlie city of New London would

maintain and care for the monument, by Mayor Beck-

with, was followed by the acceptance of the gift on behalf

of the Association by Chairman of the Committee B. E.

Smith, and the unveiling of the monument by two sons oi

veterans. President Edward N. Crocker then introduced

Governor Cooke, who spoke of the service of the volunteer

soldiers of Connecticut.
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Dedicatmi of i\tonuinenf. 43f

HISTORICAL ADDRESS

Bv Rev. A. M. Crane, Groton, Mass.

FORMERLY CAPTAIN' COMPANY D, TWENTY-FIRST REGIMENT, C. V.

Your Excellency, Mr. Mayor, Fellaiu Cornrades and Citizens :

With humiliation we bow to that universal law of our race,

which denies to her heroes the privilege of perpetuating the

memory of their deeds ; but with gratitude we welcome that

other law, whereby a sympathetic people gather up the deeds

of those who have made their histor\-, and inscribe their

names upon imperishable monuments. It is in obedience to

this law that we meet here to-day. A noble commonwealth,

with appreciation for her valiant sons, has enabled this asso-

ciation of veterans, after the lapse of more than a third of a

century, to erect this monument, that it may speak to those

who shall come after us of heroic deeds and worthy achieve-

ments.

And in passing, permit me to say, that it is in keeping with

the past record of the state, that she now bestows this munifi-

cence. Our commonwealth has ever been loyal when danger

has threatened. Far back on the muster-rolls of the Pequot

and King Phillip's war we find, as the historian tells us, the

same names as those recorded on the muster-rolls of the late

Civil War. Two hundred years ago the records of our colony

bear witness to the valor of our troops as they contend with

bitter cold, gnarled swamps, and strong forts defended by a

stubborn enemy, while the many mourners scattered through

the land bear witness to the braveiy of her sons in battle. In

the War of the Revolution, but one colony, that of Massachu-

setts, e\-cecded the lunnber of her trc (_.ps sent t'.i the Conti-

nental Army, while in the War of the Rebellion, our State

exceeded her quota b)' over five thousand men.
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438 Twenty-first Regintint Connecticut Volunteer.

But not only in numbers did she excel ; in the efficiency of

her troops she also stands among the first. The powers of

heredity by which our great leaders, Grant and Sherman,

consummated their Herculean tasks, were acquired on Con-

necticut soil through a Connecticut ancestry. She furnished

for the Navy in the late Ct\-il War a Secretary, two Rear-

Admirals and three Commodores—two of whom were from

this city. Eight Major-Generals were from our state, and,

counting those of brevet rank, eight Brigadiers. Their fidelity

^ appears among the list of martyrs. The first to fall among
' the soldiers of rank are General Lx'on of Elastford, Colonel

^ Ellsworth, of Connecticut anccstr\-, Major Winthrop, a lineal

descendant of the first Governor, and Captain Ward of the

navy. Of the three Major-Generals who fell while leading an

army corps, two were from Connecticut—Mansfield and
' Sedgwick—wlu'le of the thirt\'-two l^rigadier-Generals count-

ing brevet rank, three were frc>m our state. Right worthiK-

then docs a state, boasting of such a histor)', commemorate
' the deeds of her sons, who gave their lives to make that

' histor\-.

But for what does this monument stand ? The intelligent

' citizen of future generations v.ill come and read its inscription:

1862-1865.

Twenty- FIRST Kf.gimknt Connkcticut Voij-ntkkrs.

Erkcted SF.rTKMntK. 5, 1S9S.

P.v TUE St.ate ok Connecticut,

Tn Honor of IIkk Citizen Soi.uikrs.

Drkwry's Bi.uff, Coi.o IIarhor, Fredkrickskurg,

Suffolk, Fair Oaks, Foi»it Harrison,

And Petersburg.

But will this in-;cription contain all that he will see ? Ear

from it. For as stan<iing here to-da}' and gazing upon this

monument, \-nu cannot fail to take iii the surrounding scenerx',

the beautiful park, and the landscape yonder lost in the

distant hi>i;i;:. m, s^' h'.> who (.-onic- 1*;) read llii> inscription wil!

also ha\-e brouglit to lu's mind the long and tr\ing war. willi

its fearful losses of the one hundred and ten thousand slain in
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Dedication of Monument. 439

battle, and the two hundred thousand more who died from

disease ; while beyond this carnage of war he will also see

that sharp and decisive conflict of political strife, u here great

moral ideas swayed the minds of men as they never have

been swayed since.

There is a legend resj^ccting the battle of Chillon, fought

in mediarval tinies with great slaughter, that for se\-eral suc-

cessive nights after the battle, the spirits of the slain hovered

over the gory field and fought over again the fearful contest.

Reverse the order of combat in this legend and you have an

illustration of our conflict. Before the clash of arms there

was the clash of political and moral forces. I shall never for-

get the great political excitement that preceded the election

of Abraham Lincoln. J was then attending school in an

academy of our stale, and with a few comrades went ten

miles to listen to the Hon. Anson Burlingame, as he spoke

with telling power upon the great questions of the da)'.

But in the midst of this great political conflict tuir state

made no preparations for war, rather she suffered her militia

to fall into a sad state of inefficiency. Captain Hubbell, of

our Association, slates that when at school a few years

previous to the war, his father ga\e him the unprecedented

privilege of staying out a few da\'s Lo witness the manceu\res

of a nn'litary company about to disband, " for," said the father,

" you may never have the privilege of seeing the like again in

this state." This may serve to illustrate the absence of mili-

tary S{)irit on the part of our people. But when the re-

verberation of that gun fired upon Fort Sumpter reached

the state, how quickl\- was all changed ; the people arose in

their might, and directed their energies to the terrible realities

of war. How earnest the\- were may be judged t'rom the fact

that, |)revious to the war, in a closely contested election,

eighty-four thousand \otes were cast. During the war our

stale sent o\ci hft}' thtiu-^and lhrc(-\-ear>' men f^r the defense

of our country.
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44^ Twotiy-fim: Regivient Connecticut VoliintceyL

Can we recall to-day the busy scenes of that eventful

summer and autumn of 1862? Already fourteen regiments

had gone to the front, and now, during the three weeks end-

ing September 15th, eight regiments of three years' men left

for a like destination, and before the snow flew they were
followed by seven more nine months' men. It was in stir-

ring scenes like these that the Twenty-first found its origin.

Scarcely has the Eighteenth left the camp at Norwich when
the Twenty-first quickly gathered in the vacant tents. Notice

the towns from whence they came :

Groton

Stoniiigton

North Stonington

Plainfield

Colchester

Montville

New London

Norwich

Voluntown

Sterling

with a smaller number from other towns. Within a radius

of twenty-five miles from this monument, a majority of this

regiment came.

Observe, if you will, some characteristics of these men here

gathered. The average age of the soldier was twenty-five,

but in this regiment, twenty-six and one-half years. Seventy-

five per cent, of the whole army were native, the rest

foreigners
; of this company eighty-four per cent, native, six-

teen per cent, foreigners. In the army as a whole forty-eight

per cent, arc reported as farmers, sixteen per cent, as laborers.

In this regiment forty-two per cent, are reported as farmers,

seven per cent, as laborers, while over fifty per cent, are

reported as skilled workmen, including seventy-five different

occupations representing nearly every industry of the state-

liut who now shall be added to this body of men to be their

leader and master, to become to them what the soul is to the

sends
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body, inspiring them with his own personality, awakening the

traits of his own character in theirs, and witli patience and

firmness draw out their love and respect? Such a man was

found, respecting whom I do not remember to have ever heard

one word of fault, but many words of commendation.

Arthur H. Dutton was born in Wallingford, Conn., Novem-
t>er 15, 183S, v\here his father's family, for several generations,

had resided. Mis sister writes, " From his mother, a native

of Coventry. Conn., he inherited strong literary tastes, with a

love for poetr}' and romance, which manifested themselves in

early life. As a boy, he w<is of a quiet, retiring disposition,

though fond of sports of all kinds, and later in life, while

entering with ardor into the pleasures and amusements of

\-outh, all forms of \'ice were dista.stcful to him. lie was

extravagantl)- fond of rending, and at the age of nine years

was familiar with all the \vorks of Shakespeare. A favorite

amusement of his bojdiood was writing plays, which were

enacted by himself and his companions in a wicant barn,

which they had converted into a theatre for the puq^ose.

Mis early education was acquired principally in the public

scliools oS. Wallingford, though profiting by wliate\er advan-

tage of pri\'ate school the town occasional!}' oflered.
' From

the age of fourteen, he attended for two \'ears the school of

Mr. French \\\ New Maven, after which he entered upon the two

\-ears' course at the \'ale Scientitic School. This he left before

graduating in order to .iccept the appointment of cadet at the

United States Military Academy, tendered him by Mr. Clark,

then Representative in Congress. At West Point he took

from the first the highest stand in his class, excelling particu-

larly in mathematics and French. Me graduated among the

first five or star-members in June, iS6i.the course of study

ha\ing been .shortened to four ye.irs owing to the outbreak

o{ the Civil War. Me was appcjinfed Lieutenant in the Corps
<>t I'.nginvei-. L'i:;lt:(i .States .Ai-m}'. ami inim'-.iiarcly rep-irted

lor duty at Washington. General Mansfield, then in com-
mand of the defenses of the capital, appointed him on his
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442 Tweniy-first Regintcnt Connicticui Volunteers,

sta ft", where he served during the winter of 1861-1862. In
March. 1S62. he was ordered to Fort Chnch, Fernandina.
Returning the following August, at the recommendation of
General H. G. Wright, he received from Governor Bucking-
ham the Colonelcy of the Twent>--first Connecticut Volun-
teers.

I shall always remenibcr his appearance as he assumed
command of our regiment. A little above the average height,

with a true military bearing, possessing features indicative of
thoughtfulness and retirement, and yet an eye that could look-

one, through and detect shams, he impressed everyone that he
was easily master of his jjosition. And then, as he put his

hand to the task of leadership assigned him, he manifested
that patience and skill in discipline, that firmness tempered
with s\-mpathy. which inspired in all the highest confidence
in his abilit)-, and won for him a large place in the affections

of everyone in his command. In him was illustrated what
Sarah Grand says o{ the educated soldier: " In appearance
and manner, officer and gentleman are synonymous terms."

But with all, there was a worth)- ambition to excel—the

Twenty-first must become among tiie best of regiments, and
it was not long before each member thought that he must
do his best to make it so. There was in the heart of Colonel
Dutton a true love for hi; chosen profession, without which
no great success can be achieved.

How well do I remember his speech as he rccei\'ed from
the ladies of hlastern Connecticut the colors of our regiment.

Expressing thanks for the gift, he added, "At some future

day, many months hence perhaps, we ho{)e to bring these
colors back to you, time-worn and dust-covered, perliaps

bullet torn they may be, but polluted by the touch of a rebel,

never."

At length on September 7, 1862. we leave the state for the
front, .\rn\ing at W.isiimgton. we g(^ into ramp at Arling-
ton Heights, having bt.vn a.s.si-nctl to General Ca.sey's com-
mand for the defense of the capital. After two weeks we
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leave for Pleasant Valley, Md., where we take our place in

that world-renowned Arnn- of the Potomac, being assigned to

Third Brigade. Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, Brigadier-

General llarland commanding. After three weeks we leave

this place for our long march through Viiginia. We arrive

at Falmouth near the close of November, and in a few days

after participate in the battle of PVedericksburg.

Though a third of a ccnturs' has passed since then, I am
sure that the details of our movements then are fresh in your

memories, fellow comrades. You remember how we crossed

the river into the city in the morning, and waited near the

pontoon bridge, while the cruel fighting was in progress;

how at sundown we marched through the city and took our

place ow the battle-field ; then, next morning early. )'ou re-

member hou' we returned to the city and spent the da\- in

suspense, expecting the command to charge on the works in

front of us with the whole Ninth Corps. But prudent advice

prevails, and after a day or two we return to our camp.

You remember, too. the hardships of the march and the sick-

ness we suffered ; how we were out for three months nearly,

before we received our shelter tents, being obliged to use our

rubber blankets, designed to protect from the damp ground

beneath, a= a tent to shelter us from the descending

rains; how many would wake at night to ^\w<\ their limbs

drenched b\' the filling rain. ^'ou remember, too, the

severe sickness that followed, an epidemic of typhoid fever,

when tuent)' died per month. You remember the poor

hospital accommodations, how one just able to reach the

doctor at surgeon's call is bidden, " Go to the hospital," but

soon returns to the phxsician sa\ing, " There is no room in

the hospital tent, nra even on the ground, to spread my
blanket for a bed." And yet in tlie midst of all this. I do

not remember of an\' iault being found \\ith the authorities at

Washington. K.itlier, the uii'lcd \'iic!- <u" tii<- North was,

"On to Riciimond," while our connades were buried un-

noticed b)' the world.
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While stationed here, a new brigade was formed with

Colonel Button as commander. At length, February 9th,

after two and one-half months' stay at Falmouth, we leave

with the entire Ninth Corps, for Newport News. Our sta}'

here of a little o\'er a month, ends on March T3th, when we
leave for the defense of Suffolk, now threatened by Long-

street's advance. Here we experience an uninterrupted

period of picket duty till the following Ma}'. But when
Longstreet is called off by General Lee to join him in the

invasion of the Northern States, the grip on Suffolk is relaxed

and \ve find a period of rest.

Deeming the place no longer of any value, our arm\-

evacuates Suffolk and established their lines in the suburbs of

Portsmouth. Mere at Bowers' Hill we enjoy a delightful

camp for six weeks I know of no like period of equal dura-

tion that we had greater enjoyment. Colonel Donahue,

inspecting our regiment, makes this report in part :
" I believe

this regiment equal, if not superior, to an}' I have ever

inspected. I predict that the Twenty-first can be relied upon

to fill an\' position to which it ma}' be assigned."

At length on June 22(\, leax'ing our camp in light marching

ortler, we set out r.pon our expedition up the peninsula to

White House Lan<h'ng, thinking, |)erliaps. that if Lee's army

invades the north, we may find the back door open to Rich-

mond. At the beginning of this expedition our regiment

receives the complimentar}-- order assigning it to the duty of

provost guard for the division. This expedition is richer in

experiences than in tangible results. Upon our return, after

an absence of three weeks, we are assigned to the duty of

provost guard for the cit}' of Portsmouth. ,'\ftcr serving in

this position for two ami one- half months, we are transferred

to Norfolk, where we fill a like period in discharge of the

same dut}'. Of this life we ha\e 'uiU- pleasant memories.

A P.^rlsniouth [iipcr spi;.;l-:s in ilic highcsi tc-rnis of Con-

necticut sohiiers, and adds, " we have heard of not a single

case of strife, or rowd)'ism, or interference with private rights.
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Dedication of Moinn)tcnt. ^^5

Everywhere they receive encomiums of praise." Then
December lOth, we are summoned to Newport News ai^aiii,

where we remain nearly two months, durin-- which time

many of our regiment engage in the expedition to Ih-andon

Farms. This a period of comparative retirement, many of

the officers having tlieir wives with them.

In the early part of February following, Newburn. N. C, is

threatened by tlu- enemy as Suffolk had been threatened ten

months previous. Then at Newburn, afterwards at Little

Washington, ue spend an uneventful period of three months
with \\Q enemy to molest us. Now comes the piejjaration for

that last great campaign against Richmond under the direc-

tion of General Grant. The troops along the coast of

Southern Virginia and the Carolinas, are consolidated in two
army corps, the Tenth and the F^ighteenth, to be known as

the Army of the James, ]\Iajor-General Hutler commanding.
About the first of May we leave the State uf North Caro-

lina, and after a few days tarry at Portsmouth, we join the

Eighteentii Corps at Bermuda Hundred, where real service

begins. Here our Colonel is assigned to dutv on (^leneral

Smith's staff, Commander of the Corps. Hut a few daws
elapse before the eventful i6th of May, when was fought the

battle of Drcwry's Bluff, in which our regiment lust one
hundred and nine men. Out of upwards of fifty regiments

connected with these two corps, only seven lost as many or
more than we. It was the good fortune of our gallant

Colonel at several [jeriods of the battle, to witness the con-
tluct of his regiment. In a letter written to his sister he says,
" The Twenty-first behaved gloriously. There was not a

regiment in the field that fought more bravely uv pertina-

ciously." Thankful am 1, that he, who in ten days was to

fniish his work, should now behold some of ll.e fruit of his

skilled labor, in the conduct of his regiment. That our
Colonel was not undi.Iy boasting is apjj.i!-!!' ironi the

language of Genera! Weit/.el, who wlien asked, " Where is the

Twenty-first ?" replied, " At the front, fighting lik<; hell."
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446 Tzventy-first Rcg'r.nent Connecticut Volunteers.

From the battle-field we retire within the strong fortifica-

tions of Bermuda Hundred, guarded on the right flank by

the James, on the left by the Appomattox. Here a new

brigade is formed, over which our Colonel is assigned to the

command. Let us picture, if we can, the map of this

country. Here is a triangle formed by the two rivers, the

James on the north and the Appomattox on the south, while

at a point a few miles from their junction where the distance

between the two streams is scarcely more than two miles, our

strong defenses are established. Within these defenses we

rest secure—but where are the enemy ;
how strong are they?

Somewhere in the front, doubtless. To our Colonel with his

newly formed brigade, is assigned the duty of answering these

questions.

On May 25th, from a point near the left of our line, he

moves out on a reconnoissance. After a march of nearly two

miles through a dense forest, ai)proaching night drives him

back to his camp. Next day he again moves forward with

his entire command, adxancing beyond the point reached on

the preceding day. Says the official report, " After an ad-

vance of two miles through heavy woods, our skirmi.sh line

comes upon the enemy, strongly entrenched and almost

hidden bv underbrush. Line of battle was at once formed.

As our skirmish line was becoming engaged, Colonel Dutton,

then, as usual em the skirmish line, was mortal!)- wounded."

A bullet from a shar])sl:ooter had pierced his face, passing

under his tongue, rentlered death imminent from hemorrhage.

1 well remember the form of our loved Colonel as he was

borne on a stretcher by tender, loving hands to the rear.

Inmiedialely we commenced our return to camp, with each

heart filled with inexprL-.->sible sadness. Soon after, at his

own request, attended l)y a {)liysician. he was taken to Balti-

more. At the landing another hemorrhage sets in, and in

s'pite of medical skill and the teiuler watcli. care and !o\ing

sympathy of a devoted wife, and sister, and mother, he dies

June 6th. Says General Devens, " Many brave officers and
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men have died. * * * * Prominent especially among
them is Colonel A. H. Dutton, the most accomplished among
gentlemen and soldiers." So passes from our regiment our

devoted leader and noble Colonel, after he had won for

himself the loving respect of every one of its members, and in

turn had imparted to each one something of its soldierly

qualities and gentlemanly character. lie dies, but his in-

fluence lived on, and the discipline he had called into being

lived tlirough to the end of its histoiy.

Soon after, in a brigade commanded by Colonel Guy V.

Henry, Fortieth IMassachusetts, we take part in the battle of

Cold Harbor on the 3d of June following. Here we met with

a loss of tliirty of our men, and a few days after suffered the

loss of our brave I.ieu tenant-Colonel, who fell mortally

wounded while making his round as division of(lcer-of-the-

da)'. Lieutenant Colonel Thomas F. ]3urpee, before the war,

had been connected with the manufacturing interests of Rock-
ville, Conn. He brought to his office and consecrated to his

work the strong qualities of his sincere, noble manhood,
characterized by unrt inching courage and a true military

bearing. Self-possessed, dignified, faitliful in the details of

his work, he brought honor to the regiment. In his loss we
all grieved.

Short!)- after tliis we returned to the south side of the

James, and m connection with the Army of the Potomac,

engaged in the assault upon Petersburg. Then followed the

watchful and dangerous duty behind ritle pits, where our

losses during the month of July averaged one a day, either

killed or wounded, among the noblest of these our brave

Captain Kenyon. Then follows the attack connected with

the explosion <i{ the mine, wjiere the geni.il aw^X \oy\\\ Captain

Long was inst;intly killed. Soon after follows tiie attack and

capture of Fort Harrison, where fell the noble Lieutenant

Jennini'S, niortail)- uciiiided. In nieiitioniiig these, I fori^et

not the fit"L\--rive others equally lo)-al an..! worthy, who died
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448 Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

in battle or from wounds received, without whose fidelity the

history of our regiment had been written in dishonor.

Then follows the winter in front of Richmond, where only

seven miles out from the capital of the Confederacy we
maintain our regular picket line. At the opening of spring

comes the Titanic blows of our great leader, that breaks

through the strong defense of Petersburg and hastens the

evacuation of Richmond. O, happy was that day that dawned

after a night of watchful expectancy, where we found every

enemy vanished from our front, for the rebel capital, towards

wiiich for years we had been pressing our way, was now
defenseless at our feet. Thus, w^ith the close of the war, there

remains but a few weeks of service, which we spend in provost

duty in Fluvana Count}-. Then comes the welcome orders

to return home.

With the mustering out of the rcgiinent there comes an

end to its history, as a military organization, but not to the

achievement of its arms. Though it was only one regiment

out of two thousand, yet it did its part in preserving our

country-. Of the thirty regiments sent from our state, twelve

only lost as many men as we in battle. In the entire army
the average loss in battle was five per cent. Our regiment

lost si.x per cent. Of the twelve great battles, in which

eleven thousand or more were lost, we were present and bore

a part in three of them.

Senator Hawlcy. Congressman Russell, and Rev. J. M.
Bixler, ot New London, each gave an eloquent address.

The monument is an imposing shaft of granite, with suit-

able inscriptions and the crossed muskets, surmounted by
the state coat-of-arms in relief A contribution of twenty-five

dollars from Mr. George R. Dutton enabled the committee
to add to this feature, otherwise the coat-of-arms would only

lia\e h.-^n tiMCed. .Mr. l)utt..n is a brother of Colonel Arthur

H. Dutton,
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tONCERNINGTH!' ROSTER AND RECORD.

The catalogue of Connecticut Volunteer Organizations,

published by the State, and the tile of the Regiment in the

Adjutant General's office, have largely served as the basis for

the Roster and Record of the Regiment, but as there have

been found so many errors and inaccuracies, much time and

patience have been necessary in its preparation.

While it is to be regretted that the Regimental and

Company records have not been kept with greater care and

accuracy, it must be remembered that they were in the hands

of so many different persons during the period of our service,

and that, considering the exigencies and necessiludes of that

ser\-ice, especially when in the field, it is surprising, rather

than otherwise, that they were preserved at all with an\-

approach to correctness.

Some of the err<;)rs and omissions in this Record will be

found very serious and annoying. No one can regret this

more than tlie members of the committee, but they can plead

in extenuation that the best possible service has been rendered

with the facilities at their command ; and we ask the for-

bearance of all concerned, and that the difficulties under

which the work has been done, will be borne in nn'nd when

this {)ortion of the work jxasscs under review and criticism.
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